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To the Right Honorable, 


ROBERT 


Earl of 
WARWICK, 
BARON of LEEZE, 


One of the Lords of his Majefties moft 
Honorable Privy Councel. 


Rish Honorable, 
S thofe who have been of late, and in 
thefe days yet are of the Aniol iftian 


party, may Well be accounted men born in | 
an evil time ; becaufe how/oever heretofore was 
the tıme of Gods long 5 | dfering towards fuch, | 


the | 


the time of permifsion of them to prosper , | 
the fet time of Antichrifts downfal then be 
ing further off then new it is. But now Gods 
time of fetting bis face agatn§t Antichrift, and all 
the Antichriftian party, is come, wherein GOD 
is determined to fight against them, and toruine 
them ; most wretched men therefore are they who 
now have fpirits fet for the upholding, the pleading | 
for that which God hath fet bimfelf against. So 
happy efpecially now are thofe whofe hearts have 
been; and Still are fet to countenance , -main 
tain, to further and honcr the truth of the Go 
fpel, in the power and purity of it; Thefe ore 
born and raifed up by God, and for God, in a 
most bleffed time , wherein God Stretcheth out 
his holy Arm together with them, their hearts 
aré guided by God bimfelf, to the furtherance of | 
that work which is the greatest work that God 
hath to doin this latter age of the world; namely To 
bring inbis Truth and Ordinances with glory and 
power, to fet up Jerufalem asthe praife of the 
earth, to make godline/s, and the powerful pro- 
fefion of it, as bouarable as ever it hath been 
contemptible. - And now (Right Honorable) God 
bath been pleafed to blefs your Noble Family for 
many years past, with this fo great a blefsng, | 
as 


~ The Epiftie Dedicatory. 


as to make it instrumental to this great work of 
his, and your felf have had a plentiful fhare in 
this fo great a happinefs : Your Honor hath dif- 
countenanced fuperftitious time-fercving fpirits , 
but as for the faithful Minifters of the Gofpel, 
and the most fincere and godly of your Countrey, 
your Honor hath caft much refpeét upon them, 
and been the encourager of them, which reflects 
Honor, as upon Gods name and his truth, fo 
upon your noble Family ; 1 believe there hath not 
afcended to Heaven more praifes to God from 
_ [any Çsunty in England for any Noble Family, 
in regard of the placing of a godly, painful, confci- 
onable Miniftery as hath afcended from that Eoun. 
ty, in which your Honor, and your truly Noble 
Father, hath had fuch a large opportunity of fer. 
vice for God, and doing good to bis people: And 
I may further confidently affirm, That no Noble 
Family in England hath more prayers of the 
Saints afcending to Hearven for a blefsing upon it, 
then that family of yours ; neither is there any 
Noble Family this day, {hall 1 fay in England? 
I may Without prefumption reach it further, which 
the Lord hath bleffed, in regard of Jome Branches 
of it, with more beauty and power of godline/s 
then he hath bleffed yours ; ix regard whereof, it 

A? would 
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would be the most miferable thing that could be, if 
ever the fucce/Sion of the countenancing and honor- 
ing the ways of godlinefs, fhould be cut off from 
fach a noble Family.(nrfed be that man who fhall 
be the cutter off of the fucce/Ston of fo great an Flo- 
nor to fuch an Fdonorable Family. Pfal,72.17. it 
is faid, The name of Chrift fhould endure 
for ever ; Filiabitur nomine ejus,/o the words 
are it (hall be begotten,as one generation is begot- 
ten of another, and fo there [hall be a fuccefSion of 
Chrifts name. It is a moft bleffed thing when in a 
Family there is a begetting of the name of Chrift, 
and fo it is left unto the fucceeding generation, 
as the name of the Family is left unto it: Pliny 
tells us, that it was accounted a great honor, yea 
_ | the height of felicity, that in one boufe and Race of 
rlint®7| she Curio’s, there were known tobe three excel- 
lent Orators one after another by de(cent from the 
Father tothe Son, and that the Fabii afforded 
three Prefidents of the Senate, in courfe one imme- 
diately fucceeding the other. If this fuccefSion be fo 
honsrable, fo happy , bow honorable, how happy 
doth the fuccefsion of Religion from Father to Son, 
make Families to be ? 
This fuccefsion in your noble Family, is the fub- 
ject of the prayers of many precious fpirits exceed- 
ingly 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
ingly dear to God : And my Lord, although God 


hath made you exceeding inStrumental for much 


good tobis people, which is one of the greateft blef | 


fings under heaven, yet let not your Lordfhip rest in 
this: Gods warning to Solomon,t Kings 9.4. 
is very obfervable, after Solomon had finifhed 
that glorious Temple for the honor of the Lord, after 
he had affembled al! the Elders of Ifrael ,to bring up 
the Ark of the Lord with all folemnity,after he bad 
made fuch an excellent Prayer before all the people, 
after he hadoffered tothe Lord two and twenty 
thoufand Oxen, and one hundred and twenty thou 
Jand fheep, and in his rejoycing in this great work 
done to the bonor of God, he made a great Feast 
to all the people feven days, and to them he added fe- 
ven days more, and fent away the people with joyful 
and glad hearts ; yet after this, God fays to bim, If 
thou wilt walk before meas David thy fa- 
ther walked, in integrity of heart, and up 
rightnefs, to do according to all that I have 
commanded thee, then I will eftablith. the 
throne of thy kingdom. Though the things that 
you have done be great things, yet I expeét walk- 
ing according to all that I have commanded 
thee, orelfe allis nothing. It were infinite pity, 

and God forbid fo great an ervil, that any one 
(NEP A 
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way of fin {hould ever ftand up, to binder the 
blefsing upon a noble Joirit, and fuch worthy fer- 
vices for the Church as you have done, well be- 
feeming that true nobility of fuch a fpirit. 

Your Honor bath appeared much for the 
Honor, the Safety, Peace, Liberties of the 


Saints and your Countrey ; and howrnian ry now have 


their confctences check them, and fhame is up- 
on their faces for that bafe cowardife and wile 
time- ferving, that thetrue nobility of your Lord- 
[hips fpirit (fcorning Juch bafenefs) delievered 
you from. God hath now appeared for his people 
more then ewer, in our or our Forefathers time, 
do you now appear more then ever for them; 

As God hath mightily enlarged the oppor tunity 
of ferevice, fo the good God enlarge and heigh- 
ten with true Nobility and Chriftian generouf- 
nefs your Noble Jpirit, that you may be as a chofen 
fhaft in the Quiver of the Lord, referved to 
thefe times, to be in a high degree instrumental to 
bis pratfe. 

It is now near three years fince that your 
Lordfhip lying fick, not without avprebenfien that 
Gods time to call you from the Land of the living 
was come, I was then for fome time daily with your 


ol ‘hip, and all the defires you expreffed for life 


were, 
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were, That you might live to do God fèr- 
vice here: God then [pared your life, and now 
my Lord, 1 befeech your Honor to give me leave 
to minde your Lordfhip of thefe defires, and thofe 
Covenants you made with God if ever he reftored 
you. Surely the Vows of God are upon you, God 
hath now put an opportunity into your hand to ful- 
filthem, and all other you have ever made unto 
him, and now he expeéts the-performance of them ; 


now there are opportunities of that fervice that may | 


draw forth all that nobility of your fpirit, wherein 
you may give teftimony of thankfulnefs far all mer- 
cies fo abundantly heaped upon you, and be faithful 
in performing of all your ocws, and bleffed be God 
for this opportunity : This is your honor, to account 
opportunity of ferevice for God and his people your 
greatest honor upon earth. 

Goon and profper, and the Lord recompence all 
that refpeét you hacve fhewn to his fercvants and a- 
mongft others to my felf, Wherefore in duty to you 
[here prefent your Honor with this Treatife of 
Moles hisChoice which ventures to come tothe 
view of the world for furtherance and encourage- 
ment in fuch a happy choice, bleffed with fuch a 
happy reward asthe eyeof Moles in this his 
choice was fixed upon, And herein I gladly take 

the 
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the occafion to make an honorable mention of your 
| Name, that I might teftifie not onely to your Elo- 
nor, but to all the world, my thankful remembrance 
and due acknowledgement of your~Lordfhips un- 
defereved refpeéts toward me, who am and ever 


fhall be, 


Your Honors in all humble 
and due obfervance, 


Feremiah Burroughs. 
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H EB. 11.25. 


Chufing rather to fuffer afflsttion with the people 
of God,then to enjoy the pleafures of fin far a feafon. 


Cuar. L 


God will fometimes be honored, rather with ther 
fufferines of menin high Places, then with their 
fervices. 


Aving finifhed Mofes his S = 1 F- 
D € n 1a L, namely, what he refufed, 
together with the circumftance of 
time, and the principle by which he 
was enabled thereunto : Now what it 

-> was that he chofe, we are to confider ; 
his appearing for and the joyning himéelf with the af- 
flicted people of God, although he knew he muft 
needs partake with them in their afflictions; he faw 
that God would rather be honored by him in an af- 
flicted eftate, then inthe enjoyment of all his glory 
that he might have had; he was willing to {ubmit to 
God in that way. 


B Yet 


2 


Cap.1. 


Moses his Choice. 


Yethe might have had many reafonings in him- 
felf, that might have drawn his heart another way ; 
he might have thought, that in his keeping of the ho- 
nor and power he had inthe Court, he might have 
done a great deal of fervice for God,in the improving 
of his favor with Pharaoh and his Nobles for the peo- 
ple of God;he might have been of great ule for them, 
that it was a thing of great confequence, for them 
to have a friend in the Court, that might do them fo 
much good, as it was probable he might have done : 
Yea, he might have thought with himfelf, Surely 
God intends to ufe me herein fome great fervice for 
his people, for how wonderful hath his Providence 
been towards me, in bringing me to, in raifing of me 
up, and continuing me in this honor? what a ftrange 
and extraordinary Providence of God was it, to 
difpofe of my Parents hearts, to Aide me infucha 
maner as they did amongft the rufhes ? and that the 
Daughter of Pharaoh muft come at that time to the 
River, and that I muft be found by her, and no body 
elfe; and that God fhould difpote of her heart fo, 
as to commiferate my condition, and to be fo en- 
clined towards me as fhe was, that fhe fhould not 
onely preferve my life, but have me brought up as her 
own Son; that fhe fhould have care, that my edu- 
cation might be fuch, as I might be meet for honor 
and advancement in her Fathers houfe, whereas fhe 
might have brought me up in fome bate and fervile 
maner , according to the quality of a Bondflaves 
childe, of an Hebrew childe, fo muchabhorred and 
hated by the Egyptians; and that God fhould give 
me that underftanding and capacity, that I fhould 
come to be learned in all the learning of the Egypti- 
ans + 
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ans; and that God fhould encline the heart of Pha- 
raoh to me likewife, that he fhould countenance me, 
and prefer me; and that the favor of Pharaohs daugh- 
ter, and of Pharaoh himfelf, fhould continue fo long 
as it does, even to my growth up to forty years ; that 
I fhould have favor in the eyes of his Nobles, and of 
all the Court, none of them feeking to undermine me, 
to alienate Pharaohs heart from me? furely God in- 
tended to ufe me in fome great fervice here in the 
Court; if I fhould now do any thing to provoke 
Pharaoh againft me, to lofe that favor, that honor, 
that power I have, whata lofs would this be to the 
people of God? what would become of them ¢ lit- 
tle hope thenof any good to them: yea, if Pharaoh 
and the Court fhould frown upon me, itis like they 
will be more enraged againft them, and rather make 
their burthen heavier, and their bondage forer: Now 
then what a grievous thing would it be, that fuch an 

opportunity as I have in my hands fhould be loft ¢ 
But eM aes fecing Gods minde , that he would ra- | ` 

ther have him venture himfelf in joyning with his 
people in affliction, and that this was the way, where- 
by God would honor himfelf by him, he was content 
to let go all thofe reafonings , and yield up him- 
felf to Gods own way : God will fometimes rather 
be honored by the fufferings and afflictions of meri 
in great Places (who one would think had large op- 
portunities of fervice) then in any fervice that they 
fhall or can do; and {uch men fhould be willing to 
fubmit to God herein: It is not what I or others 
think, how God may be honored this way or an- 
Other, but what the will of God is, which way he 
will be honored; and God expects from men, not | 
B 2 onely | 


vd 
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Cap.t. onely that they fhould feek his honor, but that they 


tJ 
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fhould feek it his own way: All the intentions and 
ayms at the glory of God that can poffibly be, are 
nothing; God cares not for them, if they be out of 
his own way. It was anexcellent refolution of Da- 
vid, 2 Sam.15.25,26. If I fhall finde favor in the 
eyes of the Lord, he will bring me back again , but if | ` 
he thus fay, I have no delight inthee, behold, here 
Iam, let him do to meas feemeth good to him. We 
reade of Heman, a man of admirable wifdom, one 
of the wifeft upon earth in his time,as appears 1 King. 
4.31. and yet Pfal. 88. God kept himdown, and low 
by afflictions all his days from his youth. This God 
doth; | E l 

Firft, to fhew his foveraignty over his creature, that 
he hath the abfolute difpofe of all, toufe them as 
he will. 

Secondly, to fhew that he hath no need of any for 
his fervice, for the bringing about his own ends, he 
hath thoufand thoufands of ways to effect his own 
will, without help from men, although in never fuch 
eminent places. 

Thirdly, becaufe he would not have us to put any 
confidence in man, to think that the work muft needs 
be done by fuch and fuch , God will caft them afide, 
and bring the work about by other means, that we 
leaft thought of. 

Fourthly , that he might have a proof of the felf- 
denial of thefe men, of their abfolute fubjection to 
him; in theexercife of which grace, God takes ex- 
ceeding delight. A, 

Fifthly, that he might teach fuch, whileft they do 
enjoy their opportunities of fervice, to walk.in de- 

pendence | 


a IM 
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pendence upon him, humbly before him, not attri- | Cap.r. 
buting much to themfelves: wherefore let fuch men 
learn not to fet too high a price upon their condition, 
that God hath raifed them unto above others : al- 
though it is true, that it is one of the greateft hap- 
pinefles under heaven, to have large opportunities of 
fervice for God and his Church, yet we fhould not 
fo value them, as to ftretch confcience in the leaft 
degree,for the continuance or improvement of them: 
look to the word, keep clofe to it, and then regard 
not what men fhall fuggeft, what a deal of good you 
might do, how much fervice, what honor you might 
bring to Gods why will you hazard your felf and 
| the lofs of all 2: 

There is much danger in liftning to thefe reafonings, 
becaufe the opportunities for fervice, and the keep- 
ing up your felf.in that condition in which you are, 
being involved together, there may lie much felf- 
love, under the pretence of doing fervice , and 
that fo fecretly, as without diligent and faithful 
fearch into your own hearts, you fhall not perceive it 
your felves, wherefore while you fee God offering 
Opportunities of fervice, while you fee his minde in 
improving you thus,follow it on with all your might, 
let no opportunity flip, do to the utmoft you can for 
God; and when you fee his minde to lay youafide, 
and to ufe you in another way, although it be of at- 
fliction, and grievous fufferings, yet be as willing 
to yield to Godin this, asin the former way; and 
thereby, ' 

Firft, you fhall fhew the moft glorious work of felf-| ņ, 
denial that may be ; it is more to deny ones {elf here 
then in outward things, there.is nothing goes more |: 

Bus near 
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Cap.t. | near to a true generous heart, thento be laid afide, 
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and to be denyed to b e ufed in fervice. 

Secondly, it may be, if you bring your hearts to lie 
at Gods difpofe in this, he will ufe you the rather, 
and you fhall not be taken off, this may be the means 
of continuance of you in his work. 

Thirdly,if you go on with fuch a difpofition as this, 
itis more like that God will blefs your fervice, while 
he does ufe you. 

Fourthly, or if you fhall be taken off for a while, 
and put into an affli€ted condition, wherein it fhall 
not appear that youare of any great ufe, (although 
fometimes fuffertngs are the greatelt fervices) yet 
your afflictions fhall but prepare you for higher fer- 
vice afterwards, as itdid in Mofes : How did God 
ufe him afterwards in great and high employments ¢ 
few men that ever lived upon the earth,were employ- 
ed more for God then he was. The Magdeburgenfes 
Centuriatores think that Barnabas the Apoftle was 
the fame that Fofeph was, who was one of the two, 
upon whom the lot was caft for the Apoftlefhip,. 
when it fell upon Matthias, and he was refufed, 
Ads 1. which Fofeph was afterwards called Barna- 
bas by the Apoftles, Acts 4.36. in ftead of Barfabas ; 
they making Fofes to be the fame with Fofeph : Fo- 
feph was a gracious man, and when he faw it was 
Gods minde not to ufe him in that work, he was con- 
tent to go onin that way which God would have 
him, although it were ina far lower condition, then 
in the work of an Apoftle, and therefore afterwards 
God called him to that high and honorable work. 

Fifthly, howfoever, your reward fhall be as great, 
as if you'were ufed inthe greateft fervice, = mi 

ighe 
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pao | ee 
higheft work you could have defired to be ufed in : \Cap.2. 
But if you fhall not be willing tolay downall when 

God calls you thereunto, and to be put into any low 
fuffering condition that he fhall pleafe to put you in- 

to, it is an evident fign that you went on before in 

your way with felf-confidence, that you aymed at 

your felf,that you did not give God the glory of your 
fervice ; and if fo, although God might ufe you for | - 

the good of others, yet there will come no bleffing | 

of it upon your felves. This in the gencral. | 


———— 


Cuar. Il. 


The opening of the words, with the [everal doctrines 
inthisTéext. S 


poe 


i E 


I fhall firft give a fhort paraphrafe of it; fe- 
condly, fhew the feveral doctrinal conclufions 
contained in it. [He chofe] Choyce notes a com- 
paring of one thing with another, and the delibe- 
rating of the minde about the things compared, and 
at the laft a free determination of the will which way 
to go. Thus Mofes compares the eftate of Gods 
people, and the pleafures of fin, one with another, 
he deliberates in his minde, which is the fafeft, and 
the beft way for him to go, and at laft freely, yet 
throughly and fully determines the cafe, He chofe 
rather to fuffer affliction : he did not choofe afflicti- 
on abfolutely, for affliction in it felf isan evil, bur 
rather thenthe pleafures of fin, afflictions are to be 
chofen : Fob 36.21. Elihu charges Fob, that he chofe 
fin rather then affliction , this choyce is an ill choyce, 
‘Bea - Mofes 


Bi for a more particular handling this verfe, 
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Cap.2. | Mofes his choice was a wife and gracious choices 
he choofes affliction rather.then fin. [Affliction] 
that is, any athiétion, not this or that attli¢ction, bur] 
whatfoever affliction God fhould think fit: Many 
think theinfelves willing to fuffer affliction in the ge- 
neral, until they be called unto fome particular af- 
fliction, and then they think, Oh, if it were any other 
we could bear it, but this we know not how to bear ; 
whereas the true fubjection of the heart to God, is 
to bear what God himfelf fhall appoint. Hechofe 
(to fuffer affliction, \not to bring affliction upon him- 
felf: Religion teaches no man, rafhly and headily to 
bring himfelf into mifery. [To fuffer affliction with 
the people of God : | That is, either in joyning with 
the people of Godin the ways of godlinefs, in which], 
they were; or in appearing for them; or in joyning 
in communion with them. [Then to enjoy the plea- 
fures.of fin] The words are in the Original, Then} 

‘Auapries| the enjoyment of fin. The: pleafures of fins | that]: 

ema) is either fuch pleafures as are in themfelves finful : 
or fecondly, fuch as cannot be enjoyed, or maintain- 
ed but ina way.of fin: or thirdly, {uch us would be: 
means to draw the heart unto fin. [The pleafures of: 
fin for afcafon :] thatis, either for a:fhort feafon, : or 
for an uncertain feafon. (thal agi 
The doétrinal Conclufions in the words are thefe : 

1. | Eirft, the ufual condition of Gods people in the 
world, it is an affiicted condition. sea 

2. | Secondly, when Gods people in Gods way are un- 
der grievous afflictions, wicked men inthe way of fin. 
have much pleafure. l 
3. |  Phirdly, afflicted godlinefs:isto be chofen, rather}, 
then pleafanwiickednefs. + . =... pe. slei cai 

l Fourthly, 
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` Fourthly, a fpiritual eye can fée an excellency in 
Gods people, though they be in never fuch a low af- 
fli¢ted condition. Ea 
»Fifthly, a gracious heart is willing to appear for 
| Gods people, to be on their fide, although. it be with 
much hazard to its-felf. 
Sixthly, there is fo much. good to be had’ with 
Gods people,that it is worth the enduring hard things 
| to, be with them. i EECa 
-Seventhly,, nothing that is but for a {feafon can fa- 
tisfie a gracious heart,that which muft {atisfie it,muft 
be beyond any temporary thing, it muft be an eternal 
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Gods people, though dear to God, yet ufually have been 
in an afflicted eftate. -wajia 
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Or the firft:,|Gods: people, although dear and 
FE precious in his eyes) yet they have ufually been: 
an-afflicted people.in all generations unto this | 

day. When God was making, his Covenant swith | 
Abraham, Gen,15.12.at the going down.of the Sun| 
a. deep fleep-fell upon him :;and lo, a horror of. great 
darknefs was on him; and ver. 17. 4-/moking fur- | 
nace, and 4 burning lamp pafled between his facritice; | 
and the Lord tells him of the bondage of jhis {eed in.} 
Egypt. The afflicted condition of Gods people who | 
were to come from Udbrabam, was fhewn by the 
horror of darknefs, andthe {moking furnace :: And: 
this, is-obfervable, -As.at-the firft great Rromife that | 
Wasimace for Gods choofing of -a-pedple to hinfelf | 
> 3 out 
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out of Abrahams loyns, their afflicted efta te was fer 
out;fo where we have the great promife of the Gofpel, 
the largeft of any in the Gofpel, forthe encourage- 
ment of thofe who are willing to part with any thing 
for Chrift; even there perfecution is annexed: for {fo 
‘the words are, Mark 10.29,30: There is'no manthat 
hath left houfe, or-brethren, or fifters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands for my fake, 
andthe Gofpels, but he fhall receive a hundred fold 
now in this life, houfes, and brethren, and fifters, and 
mothers, and children, and lands, with perfecutions, 
andin the world to come eternal life, Perfecutions 
come in amongft all thofe great things that are there 
promifed. Zfraelis a people afflicted from their youth, 
Pfal.129.1. When God appeared to Mofes, to fend 
him a deliverer of his people, he appeared to him 
in a burning bufb, to fet out the afflicted eftate of his 
people. yA RM a MA 

If the people of God might have a Herald to give 
| Arms to them, as fome other Profeffions and Socié- 
ties have, the beft and moft futable, would be fuch 
Jas Mr. Hooper that holy Martyr had; when he was 
made Bifhop of Worcefter, A Lamb in a flaming bujh, 
with rayes of the Sun from Heaven {hining on it: a 
Lamb tor meeknefs, inabuth burning, amongft wic- 
ked men, who areas brambles and thorns, burning 
with malice and yet the {weet influence and comfort- 
able light of heaven let out upon it. Š i 

When Ignativs came to the wilde beafts, to be de- 
| voured of them, and his bones crufhed between their 
‘teeth, Now-(fays-he) I begin to bèa Chriftian :} 
‘Blefled Mr. Bradford writing to the Town of Walden; | 
to encourage them to fuffer, faith,that that Eo 

at 
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hath not learned his A.B.C. in Chriftianity, who | Cap.3. 
hath not learned the leffon of the Crofs. 4 Chriftian TeS 
is a Crofs-bearer, fays Luther. As God made the |Sui non 
evening and the morning to be the firftday, and fo jt Crucis- 
the fecond, &c. So the day of Gods people, God [(7;4;,” 
hath made to be the evening of troubles here, and jus. Lu- 
the everlafting morning of glory and Kappinefs here- (2° # 
after. Itisanexprefion of Mr. Calvin, The godly ltcciefa ci 
(ays he) have their dark fhadow of troubles before jtares cru- 
them, and their brightnefs of glory behinde to come f“ 
hereafter,but the men of the world have their bright- 
nefs before them. 

Men ufe to bring out their beft firft, and referve the 
worft till afterwards, but Gods dealing with his peo- 
ple is otherwife, their worft is firft with them. The 
way to Canaan is through the wildernefs, even after 
a fore and tedious bondage; yea,.and when God 
brought his people into Canaan, he brought them 
into the worft part of Canaan firft, into the fouthern 
part, which was the moft dry and barren part of the 
land. The way to Zjon is through the valley of Baca, 
Pfal. 84.6. Many are the troubles of the righteous, 
faith David, Pfal. 34.19. According to that of the 
Apoftles, Acs 14. 22. Through much tribulation we 
muft enter intothe kingdom of God. Pfalm 22; is a 
‘prophetical P/alm of Chritts fufferings, and the title 
is upon Azjeleth Shehar, which fignifies the morning 
Hart or Stag, fuch a one as the Huntfmen fever out 
inthe morning from the reft, to hunt for that day. 
Such was Chrift,and fuch is his Church,as the morn- 
ing Stag fevered out to be hunted and worried by the 
world. Inthe world ye fhall have tribulation, faith 
our Savior to his difciples, Foha 16.33. we cannot 

follow 
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Gap.3. | follow Chrift, and be his Difciples, but upon thefe 
terms, Mat.16.24. Others ufe toinvite Followers 
with promifes of honors and riches, but Chrift tells | . 
the worft at firft, what we are like to finde, we muft 
be content to take: up our crofs, not to endure it by 
compulfion, and conttraint, ‘but to take ic up willing- 
ly and cheerfully Secondly not what crofs we will, 
we muft not choofe our crofs, but what is-appointed 
for us. ny eu ese nl, 

He muft take up his crofs. But this crofs it may be 
fhall be but now.and then. 

Yes, Luke 9,23. He muft take up his crofs daily. 
~ Butif every day, I hope it is an eafie crofs. . 

Nay, itis.a killing crofs,1 Cor.15. 31. Idye daily, | 
faith St. Paul. ma piaig 

But yet I hope there may be-refrefhings fome part 
öfrrhedap.=m . 

Nort {o neither, Rom. 8.36. For thy fake are we 
killed all the day long; that is, in regard of the dan- 
ger of death : Secondly,in regard of fome beginnings 
that we fuffer: Thirdly, in regard of our willingnefs | 
to undergo it. 

Since the days of Fohn Baptift the Kingdom of 
Heaven fuffers violence, and the violent take it by 
force, Mat. 11.12. this is ordinarily taken for the 
greedinefs of the peoples embracing Fobus Minifte- 
ry, but it rather feems to be {poken of another kinde 
of violence, namely, the violence of oppofition and 
perfecution, in which the enemies of the Gofpel feek 
to lay violent hands uponit; for he tells them pre- 
fently, Verfe 16,17, 18. chat the Jews were as way- 
ward children, that nothing would pleafe them, but 
faid that fohn hada Devil; they were therefore n 

ther 
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ther violent againft his Miniftery, then violent in em- | Cap. 3. 
bracing of his Miniftery. 

2 Tim.3.12.All that will live godly, muft [ufer per- 
fecution: Firft all JEvery one muft expectir, although) r. 
itis true, God callsnot all tothe like fufferings, ‘yet 
he exempts none from fome degree or other, let him 
be as wife, and as. difcreet as he will, yer if godly, he 
fhall not efcape. Chrift was the beft Preacher that 
ever was, he lived the moft inoffenfively thar ever 
any did, and yet while he was preaching, the PAari- 
fees blew their nofes at him in fcorn and derifion ; |t2euux7/~ 
for fo the word fignifies in the Original, Luke 16.14, |87 
which is tranflated, derided him. And at another 
time they would have broke his neck, by cafting him 
‘from a fteep hill, after he had done his Sermon. Saint 
Paul the moft famous Preacher next to Chrift, that 
ever was, and yet he was accounted a babler, a pefti- 
lent fellow, his Sermons were accounted factions and 
feditious. 

Secondly, He that will live godly.) The Devil] 2. 
will let a man have many withes and defires, thefeare| 
not perfecuted; but he that wi, ifhe be fet upon it, 

_|abfolutely refolved that he wil, and nothing fhall 
hinder, then he muft make account to [ufer : When 
the woman in the Revelations, Chap. 12. was ready to 
bring forth her Childe, the Dragon fought to devour 
it, he medled not with her ail the while fhe was 
a breeding. 

Thirdly , he that will Zve. If he keep his 
godlinefs in his heart, and not difcover it in his 
life, he may go on well enough, bur thefe fhews 
of -godlinefs the world cannot endure. Wicked- 


nefs muft appear with open face, but godli- 
nefs ; 
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Cap.3- | nefs muft keep within doors: Wickednefs trades 
openly but godlinefs muft keep in as a bankrupt, that 
dare not be feen. 

Fourthly, he that will live godly. Not civilly one- 
ly, fora man to live fairly, lovingly, juftly amongft 
men, tokeep from crying fins, and here to réft, this 
man perhaps may efcape {ufferings ; but if he begins 
to live godly, to go beyond morality in his profeffion, 
then he muft expeé& to fuffer. 

Fifthly, he that will live godly in Chrif Fefus : 
thatis, in the vertue, ftrength and power of Chrift 
Fefus; The other may be done without knowledge of 
Chrift,but this godlinefs ¿z Chrif Iefus is that which 

. [is perfecutedin the world [ godly in Chrift Fefus.] 

| That is, firt real and true godlinefs, not the fha- 

dow of godlinefs: A Wolf flies not upona painted 

fheep, we can look upona painted toad with delight : 

There are fome forms, and fhadows of godlinefs en- 

. | tertained in the» world, but the reality and truth of 
godlinefs is that which is hated, and oppofed. 

Secondly, godlinefs in Chrift Jefus, is exact god- 
linefs, it carries a foul toa higher pitch then morality 
doth , now a man begins to live in a higher courfe of 
Religion, tobe ftri& in his ways, to tremble at the 
leaft fin, to devote himfelf wholly to God, this man 
muft expect to fuffer. 

-Thirdly, the godlinefs that is in Chrift Jefus, isa 
ftirring godlinefs : if a man will be lukewarm, and 
as Gallio, not caring which way things go,then many 
will {peak well of him, he is no bufie-body, not fo hot, 
and fierce as others are. We reade Exod.8.28. Pha- 
raoh was content to let the people go, onely he would 
not have them go far, fo, many are content that er 
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fhould be Religious, fo be it they donot go too far, 
Revel, 2.2. Chrift faith.to the Angel of the Church 
of Ephefus, I know thy labor and thy patience , mark 
how thefe two are joyned: If the Angel had not 


labored fo much, it is like he had not fuffered fo- 


much: If Minifters and Chriftians will be idle and 
do little, they are not like to fuffer much, a little pa- 
tience will {ferve turn , but thole who put forth them- 
felves , who are ftirring, active, who labor much, 
they muft expectto fuffer much. Itis very obferva- 
ble that of the feven Churches we reade of inthe 
Revelations, there are onely twoof whofe troubles 
there are no mention; and which are they ? the firft 
is Sardis, of which it is faid, She had a name that je 
lived, and was dead: the other was Laodicea, that 
was neither hot norcold : Thefe two efcaped trou- 
bles, but none of the other. 

Fourthly, the godlinefs that is # Chrif Tefus, isa 
powerful godlinefs, that will not yield and give in; 
{uch as the Lord requires in Jeremy, Let them come 
intoyou, donot you go to them: Let men fay what 
they will, let them threaten, rail, flatter, perfwade, 
yet this yieldsnot. Now the world judges this tobe 
pride, flubbornnefs, not knowing what the power of 
godlinefs means: A reed that yields, is not Matter- 
ed by the wind: So thofe who will be time-fervers, 
whofe confciences will bow any way , thofe fhall 
fuffer no great matter, but if men be unyieldable, 
efpecially in things that are counted {mall, as many 
of the Chriftians in the Primitive times, who would 
not cat one grain of frankincenfe into the fire to fave 
their lives, thefe are hated, contemned and perfe- 
cutedinthe World: Antichrift is content to let the 

name 
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Cap.3. | name and profefion of Religion alone, but he per- 


fecutes the power of godlinels, it is that which wit- 
nefleth againft him, Revel. 11.8. He {lays the wit- 
neffes, but he lets their carcafles lie openly , he cares 
not for the name and profeflion, fo be it the witnef- 
fing power be flain. 

Fitthly, Godlinefs in Christ Fefus, is world-con- 
demning godlinefs ; Nosh condemned the world by 
that he did: Other men fhould be accounted well 
of, were it not for thefe , but this darkens their light, 
and condemns their way, which they are not able to 
abide, 1 Pet.4.12. Beloved, think it not ftrange (faith 
the Apoftle ) concerning the fiery tryal, as though 
Jome flrange thing happened unto yos; be not moved 
at it, as at the coming of a ffranger unexpectedly, 
you muft entertain troubles as ordinary daily guefts. 

It hath been, is, and will be the order of Gods pro- 
vidence towards his people, that they fhall be in an 
afflicted condition, and that many times in great ex- 
tremities sand hence,Chap.5. 10. the Apoftle prays, 
That the God of all grace would make them perfect, 
after they had fuffered a while, asif prayer might 
not be made for perfection, until we have fuffered a 
while. Asfoonas St. Paul was manifefted to be a: 
chofen veffel for the honor of God, it was fhewn un- 
to him, what things he fhould fuffer for the name of 
Chrift, as if that were a neceflary concomitant to 
the profeffion of godlinefs. 

Look over the whole Book of God, and confider 
the hiftory of the lives of Gods people in all ages, 
both in Scripture, and in other records, and you 
fhall finde them ufually in a poor afflicted condition; 


as {oonas we hear of any work of Religion, we i 
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of the perfi ecution of Abel. Noahs Ark onthe wa- 
ters, was a type of the condition of the Church in 
affictions. What hard things did Abraham, and the 
reftof the Patriarchs endure in their generations ? 
How fore was the bondage of the Jfraelites in 
Egypt % Their paflage through the Red fea and the 
diimall Wildernefs into Canaan, was a type of the 
afflicted ‘condition of Gods people in ike ages , 
through which they were to pafs to Heaven: How 
was David hunted'as 4 Partridge in the wildernefs ? 
What bitter and fore complaints do we hear, of the 
grievous -fuffering he met withal? Pfal. 129. the 
Church there bemoans her condition, that from her 
youth wp fhe had been afflicted : What hard ufage did 
the bleffed Prophets of the Lord finde 2 Eliah was 
perfecuted, and muft fie for his life, while four hun- 
dred falfe Prophets were fed at TeZabels table: Mi- 
caish mutt be fed with the bread of affliction, and the 
water of adverfity, |e Y3 u p. i 
Hiftories tell us, that Zfażiah was fawn afunder with 
a wooden faw; Jeremy was put into a dungeon, ftick- 
ing in the mire (as fome {tories fay) even up to the 
ears, and after was ftoned to death in Egypt, EXe- 
kiel was flain in Babylon, Micah was thrown down 
a fteep place, and his neck broke , Amos was fmit- 
ten witha ‘club, and fo brained: The Story of the 
perfecutions of the Maccabees prophefied of, Dan. 
I1. 36. and recorded by the Apoftle, Heb.11. from 
the 35° Verfe to the end, is exceeding lamentable , 
the Texts fays, That they were tortared, that they 
had the tryal of cruel mockings and fcourgings, of 
bonds and imprifonment; they were ftoned , were 
| fawn afunder, {lain with the fword,-wandred wp and 
C down 
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domn in S heep-skins and Goats-skins, being deftitute, 
afflicted, tormented, they wandred in deferts, and 
mountains, and dens, and caves in the earth. 
_Andafter, for the Chriftian Church, we know 
what Chrift himfelf, the great leader of his people 
fuffered, whatcontradiction of finners ? what con- 
tempts ? miferies ? {corns ? [courges ? curfed, cruel, 
fhameful death 2 When Stephen the firit Chriftian | _ 
Martyr was {toned, Dorotheus witnefleth, that twe | 
thoufand ethersavhich believed on Chrift, were put to 
death thefame day. AN the twelve Apoftles after ma- 
ny fore and grievous afflictions endured, fuffered ma- 
ny violent deaths, Fohr onely excepted : who yet, 
as the Scripture reftifieth, was banifhed into Patmos, 
and as. fome Hiftories, that he was by Domitian 
| thrown into a Tun of {calding lead, yet as they fay, 
| delivered by a miracle. ' 


„Peter was crucified with his heels upward, becaufe 
he would not be as Chrift was, thinking himfelf. un- 
worthy:of that honor: ~4drew was crucified by 
| Egeas King of E def[a - Tames was flain by the {word 
of Herod, as we finde Ads 12. the beginning: Philip 
was crucified and ftonedto death at Hieropolis,a City 
in, Phrygia.: Bartholomew, aiter divers perfecutions, 
was beaten down with ftaves as he was preaching in 
a City of Armenia, and then crucified, and after his 
skin flead off, and beheaded: Thomas was Slain with 
a Dart. at Calamina in, India : | Matthew: was. run 
through with a fword, or as fome write, flain witha 
{pear : James the fon of Alpheus, who. was called 
the) ujt man, was {et upon.the pinacleof the Temple, 
and thrown down, and yet having: fome life lefrin 
him, he-was brained witha Fullers: club ; font 
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{tories fay, that Paul before his converfion, had a] Cap.3. 
{pecial hand inthis: Lebbeus was flain by Agbarus 
King of Edefa : Simon the Canaanite was crucified 
in Egypt, oras others fay, he and Jude was flain in 
atumult of the people: Matthias that came into the 
number in ftead of Iudas, was ftoned, and then be- 
headed: Pawlwas beheaded at Rome, under Nero. 
| Thofe ten fearful Perfecutions in the Primitive 
times, from thetime of Domitius Nero, unto Con- 
ftantine, doth fet out fully unto us the truth of this 
argument: for three hundred years together, the 
name of a Chriftian was death, except now and then, | ` 
the Churches had fome little breathings. Brightman 
{peaking of the {tories of thofe times; fays, that eve- 
ry page, and leaf is as it were all red, coloured in blood: 
the Covenant of grace is a bloody Covenant, both 
in regard of the blood of Chrift, firft {ealing it, and 
the blood of the blefled Martyrs, adding likewife 
their feals in confirming of it. Inthat Treatife that 
goes under the name of Cyprian, de duplici Martyrio, 
{peaking of that place, 1 Toha 5.8. Three bear wit- 
nefs on earth, the Spirit, water and blood, the third 
is applyed to the blood of the Martyrs in thofe 
times. r 

It is a moft heart-bteaking meditation to confider 
the ragings, madnefs and fury of the Heathens a- | 
gainft the Chriftians in thofe times. Jerome in an E- 
piftle to Cromatius, fays, that there was no day ina 
whole year, unto which the number of five thoufand 
Martyrs cannot be afcribed, exceptonely the firft) 
day of Ianuary. Vincentius reports,that at Aquileia, | 
the Emperor gave leave to every man that would, to | 
kill the Chriftians; All the policy, wit, ftrengch of 
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Cap.3. |invention, of men and devils, were exercifed and 
ftretched out co the utmoft, fordevifing the moft 
miferable torments, and exquifite tortures, as plates 
of, Iron burning hot, laid upon their naked Aeth, 
pinfers red hot, pulling off the flefh from the bones; 
bodkins, pricking and thrufting all over their bodies: 
cafting into lime kilns, and into caldrons of fcalding 
lead : whippings until almoft all the flefh was torn 
off their bodies, and their bones and bowels appear- 
ed, and then laid flat upon fharp fhels and knives : 
their skins were flead off alive, and then their raw 

°| flefh was rubbed with falt and vineger : their bodies 
were beaten all over with clubs, until their bones and 
joynts were beat afunder : they were laid upon grid- 
irons, rofted, and bafted with falt and vineger: one 
member was pulled from another ; by faftening them 
to the boughs of trees,they rent their bodies apieces: 
they were toffed upon the horns of Bulls, with their 
bowels hanging out; they were caftamong dogs to 
be devoured; they were put under the Ice naked in- 
to Rivers; they were tortured on therack, on the 
wheel, and on the gibbet, with flaming fire under 
them: they made it their {ports, to fee them devour- 
ed by wilde beafts; and inthe night , in ftead of 
torches, they burnt the bodies of the Saints, to give 
them light for their paftimes. 

To give you an inftance or two, that you may fee 
the miferable extremities the Saints of God in for- 
mer times paffed through. I read of one Sanctus, up- 
on whom when fuch intolerable tortures were inflict- 
ed, asthe Perfecuters thought, furely they fhould 
have heard fome words of blafphemy coming from 
him, yet they could get nothing but this, Sum Chri- 
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ftianus, I ama Chriftian , at which they being mad, | Cap.3. 
they clapton plates of brafs red hor, to the moft 
tender parts of his body, wherewith although his 
Spirit fhrunk not, but ftill continued conftanr, yet 
his body was fo drawn together, that it loft the pro- 
per fhape of a man, and after he lying in pritona 
while, they brought him forth again to the common 
{caffold in the face of the people, and put him to all 
kinde of torments they could devife, as though he 
had been put to none before, as fcourgings, tearings 
by wilde beafts, his body being thus torn, they 
brought an iron chair red hot with fire, and fet him 
init, and fo fryed and {corched him as upon a grid- 
iron: Thus he being made the whole day a {pectacle 
to the people,in ftead of their games and fights, they 
could get nothing from him, but his firft confeffion, 
Chriftianus fum, Iam a Chriftian, 

The example of Romanus, who was of noble birth, 
but more noble in his Martyrdom, is very famous ; 
he was firft whipped with knaps of lead at the ends 

| of the cords; he defired them not to {pare him for 
his Nobility, Not the blood of my progenitors, fays 
he, but Chriftian profeffion makes me noble: then 
they lanced him with knives, until the bones appear- 
ed white, his face was buffeted, his eye-lids torn 
with their nails, his hair pulled from his face; the 
Captain being aftonifhed at his conftancy , com- 
manded them to ceafe from tortures; he was after 
brought forth and {courged again upon his old fores; 
they plucked out his tongue by the roots: the Ca- 
ptain being yet more aftonifhed to fee him continue 
conftant,commanded him to be brought into prifon, 

and there be to ftrangled. 
Om The 
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Cap.3. | The example of incentius is as remarkable as any; 
he was firft wracked, all his joynts being ftretched 
out of their.place, then his body was indented with 
grievous and deadly wounds; then they tortured 
his flefh, by raking upon it with iron combs ftharply 
filed, and then they laid hisbody upona grate of 
iron, opening his flefh with iron hooks, they feared 
it with fiery plates, fprinkling it with hot burning 
falt; then they drew him into a dungeon, where the 
floor was {pread with the fharpeft fhells that could 
be gotten, they laid his body upon them, and fo 
left him without all fuccor. 

Take an example of a woman or two; one Blandi- 
na was miferably whipped, tortured by wilde beafts, 
tormented,and {corched upon a gridiron,and then put 
into a net, and caft unto the wilde Bulls to be gored, 
and fo flain. We read of one Eulalila a yong Gen- 
tlewoman, famous for her godlinefs and conftancy, 
who was pulled away from the feat of her Perfecu- 
ters by the hair of her head, then one joynt was pul- 
led from another, and the flefh from the bones by 
tufhes and claws of wilde beafts; then they harrowed 
her flefh with an iron hurdle,they burnt her body on 
every fide before and behinde with flaming torches, 
and at laft caft her into fire, and confumed her body 
unto afhes. 

How lamentable is the hearing of thefe things un- 
to nice and curious women? who now muft not have 
the wind to blow on them, who are ready to dye if 
they be but croffed a little of their wills. It was an 
excellent fpeech of a woman Martyr, Iwlitta by 
name, who being to be put into the fire, fpake unto 
other women thus, Ceafe to accufe the fragility of 

the 
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the feminine fex : What ? are not we made of the | Cap.3. 
fame matter that men are ? yea, after Gods image are 

we made as well as they, Goddid not ufe flefh to make 

women of in token of infirmity, we are bone of his bone, 

in token we muft be ftrong in the living God. Thefe 

were the fufferings of thofe times , we fhrink at eve- 

ry thing, atevery {corn and frown. 

As for after times, it pleafed God to ftir Comftan- 
tine a Chriftian Emperor, and then the Church had 
fome reft;to which fome apply that place, Rev.20.2. 
Satan was bound a thoufand years, not to rage for a 
thoufand years after, fo as he then did, until Aztz- 
chrift got ftrength: but the Text will not bear this 
interpretation; we read Rev. 8. 1. at the opening the 
firft feal, there was filence in Heaven half an hour ; 
that is, a fpace of intermiffion, wherein the Church 
had fome little breathing fora while, but yet conti- 
nued not Jong ; for Licinius, who firft joyned in the 
maintenance of Chriftian Religion, fell off and turn- 
ed an outragious perfecuter. After that the Church 
endured infinite troubles by the herefie of Arriani[m, 
that {pread it felf mightily abroad, fo that the whole 
world almoft was become an Arrian; at this time 
fays Hilary, the Church was fo obfcured, as it was 
not to be fought in any external pomp in publique 
places, butin prifons and dens; Now in tectis, er 
exteriori pompa, fed potins in carceribus cy f[peluncis, 
Arrius was a man of excellent parts, and forward in 
good, But through pride, being difappointed of his 
expected preferment, fell off. Mr. septian upon 
Revelations 8. 11. thinks it was he, that was 
meant by that Star which fell, which was called 
wormwood, by which the third part of the waters | 

C 4 were 
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Cap.3. | were made bitter, and many dyed of the waters. 


After that Aztichrift began to rife more and more, 
and to bring a fearful darknefs over the face of the 
Church, of which times the holy Ghoft prophefies, 
Rev. 8.12. The moon, fun, and flars were fmitten. 
The firft open and bloody perfecution of Antichrift, 
was that of the Waldenfes, in the year 1160. and 
1260. and fo on: there is a whole volumn written of 
the lamentable extremities that thefe poor people 
endured the reading whereof might caufethe hardeft 
heart that lives to break. A fpecial agent in this per -` 
fecution was one Deminick, father of the Domini- 
cans, of whom his mother dreamed when fhe was 
with childe with him, thatthe had a Wolf flaming 
with fire out of his mouth in her body. 

In after times we read of the moft famous inftru- 
ments of Gods glory, what hard things they en- 
dured: as Wickliff, Hufs, Ierome of Prague, and 
others. The firft time that ever any Law was made 
for burning thofe that oppofed the Pope in Exgland, 
was in Henry the Fourths time : foit went on to thofe 
bloody Marian days, What imprifonments ¢ what 
ftarvings ? ftranglings ¢ gibbets ¢ fire ¢ banifhments 
were there then? What grievous miferies did Gods 
people endure in France, efpecially in that bloody 
favage Maffacrein the year 15722 the Hiftory of it 
tells us, that near the Archbithops Prifon in Lyons, 
the blood ran warm reeking in the ftreets, into the 
River: in thirty days fpace, there were an hundred 
thoufand poor orphans, widows, and fuccorlefs crea- 
tures, wandring about without relief.. 

Thus both Scripture, and the Hiftories of all times, 
hold forth unto us the truth of this point, that the 
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eftate of Gods people is an afflicted eftate , they cry | Cap. 4. 
out aloud unto.us, that through many tribulations we 
maft enter into the kingdom of God. This hath been 
the way of God even towards thofe who have been 
deareft to him, and itis fo at this day, but yet a great 
difference hath God made, between us, and thofe in 
former times, inregard of the degree of afflictions ; 
yea, between us and others of his Servants, in other 
places now : we feel but little of thofe hard things 
that many of Gods people have felt,and ftill do feel: 
we fit under our vines, and fig-trees, in peace and 
plenty, not onely under the fhadows of thene, but we 
tafte and eat plentifully of the fruit of them, they are 
not empty vines, nor empty fig-trees unto us.. 


Cuar., IV. 


What ufe we fhould make of Gods {paring us from 
the woful afflictions which have befaln, and do be- 
fal others, 


N Ow what ufe fhould we make of this diffe- 


(Ht i Se a — 
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rence? Firft, we had need examine whe- 
ther our profperity be -in love or not, whe- 
ther it. be fanctified unto us or not; for we have a 
great deal more then Gods people ufe to have: And 
we fhall know it by this, if the chief thing we rejoyce 
in, in the enjoyment of our profperity, be the oppor-- 
tunity of fervice for God, that we have by it. 
Secondly, Jet us admire Gods goodnefs to us, and 
blefs his name: How favorable is the Lord to us, 
who fpares us,that we fuffer little or nothing in com- 
parifon of what others have done? We are weak, 


and 
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Cap.4. | and if we fhould have felt fuch things as others have, 
what fhould have become of us? They endured 
foiling of their goods, imprifonment, tortures, but 
we may go to Heaven, and have peace, comfort, the 
ufe of the creature, houfes, lands, friends : had we 
onely the bleffings of the upper {prings, although 
we wanted wholly the bleflings of the nether, we 
were happy ; but oh the goodnefs of our God unto 
us, we do plentifully enjoy both! Though a man 
do lofe all the world, and win his foul, although he 
beg his bread from door to door, if he be faved at 
laft, he is a happy man, happy that ever he was born: 
but we may fave our fouls, and yet have the good 
things of the world too. 

But it may be faid, A fuffering condition is the joy- 
ful condition, why then fhould we thus blefs God 
that we are freed from it ? 

Anfw.1. Sufferings inthemfelves have no good, 
but as God ufes them, and turns them unto good ; 
now God can ufe and turn pro/perity into good as 
wellif he pleafe, and profperity hath good in it felf, 
and in the ufe of it too. 

2. The Apoftle Saint Iumes, Cap. 1. 6,/calls for 
joy in both conditions, Let the ue pes hie! degree 
rejoyce, when he is abafed, and the brother of low de- 
gree, in that he is exalted. it feems we art not fit for 
fufferings, and therefore our prefent condition is a 
mercy. 

Thirdly, feeing God fpares us fo much from fuffer- 
ings, and calls us not to fuch paffive obedience as 
formerly he hath called his fervants, Jet us therefore 
labor to be more abundant in aive obedience, in 
giving God the glory of that peace and many liber- 

ties, | 
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ties, and thofe comforts that we do enjoy, which we | Cap.4. | 
might have been deprived of by the malice of men ; 

let our ftrength now be employed for God, in doing 

fervice which might have been {pent in fuffering the | 
rage of man, yea, might have been {pent in bearing 

the wrath of God himfelf : O how much better is it, 

that we have it to {pend it in doing fervice for God 

in an active way, for his praife and our own comfort! 

The more peace and outward comforts,the more fer- 

vice is dueto God. It is obfervable that Solomons 

Altar was four times as big as Mofes’s. Weread 

Exod, 27.1. That Mofes was to make an Altar five 

cubits long, and five broad, and three high, but Solo- 

mon made an Altar twenty cubits long, and twenty 

cubits broad. Mofes was inthe wildernefs, in an un- 

fetled condition, full of troubles: Solomon on his 

Throne, in a peaceable condition, full of profperity ; 

as our peace and profperity is more then others, fo 

our fervice fhould be more then theirs, and that in a 

due proportion. 

Salvian writing about the condition of Gods peo- Conten 
ple in their fuffering of affiiction, anfwers an Objeéti- [at Dees 
on which fome might make. But we do not live un- a 
der perfecuting Emperors, as formerly Chriftians did, \ferviat, us 
To that he fays, By how much the lefs they were in fe? macu: 
their paffive obedience, by fo much the more they |auun pe 
fhould be in their active obedience. God is content, |rétarc er | 
fays he, that our peace fhould ferve him, that we [ye 10° 
fanditate placeamus : plus ci fides eg devotio noftra debet quia minora a nobis exigi! > 
majors conceit, (7 ideo cum principes Chriftiana fint o ferfecutio nulla fit c7 religio 
non inguieietur, gui ad probandam fidem experimentis durioribus non compellimur, inferi- 
oribus faltem officiis domino plus placere debemus. Demistavass ergo illa que beatifimw 


Paulus perrulit, videmus, fiin illis faltem reliziofe devotionis obfequtis que minora at- 
que communis, €c. Salyian. de gubernarione Dei, lib 3. 


fhould’ 
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Cap.4. | fhould pleafe him , in the purity of actions unde- 
filed, in the holinefs of a life unfpotted ; by fo much 
the more is our faithfulnefs and devotion indebted 
to him, becaufe he requires of us {maller things, and 
hath granted greater things unto us: and therefore 
feeing Princes are Chriftians, there is'no perfecuti- 
on, Religionis not difturbed, we are not compelled 
to manifeft the proof of our faith by harder tryals, 
we ought fo much the more to pleafe the Lord inin- 
ferior duties. He inftanceth in divers particulars : as 

Dimicave-| Chrift (fays he) commands us not to ftrive, and 

| contend with one another, but rather to put-up 

ra apcri-| wrong, let us obey him in this, feeing he frees us from 

{zos dolores fuch great and dreadful miferies, which others have 

megi | Witered beforeus. Again, Chrift would haveus do 

nicimvs | that to others, which we would have others do to us, 
contran- | let us obey him in this. He commands us-by his 

voleprares| Apoftle, that we fhould not feek that which i 

voluptares;) Apoftle, that we fhould not feek that which is our 

viccrunt | own, but every one {eek the good of another: he re- 
dumm. | quires of us to love our enemies, and to take heed of 
rum,ros | the occafions of evil, &c. Although duties be never 
vinams | fo hard to flefh and blood, yet let us fet upon them, 
er orum. | Le was an excellent {fpeech of Eufebius Emefenus, 

Eufeb- | Our forefathers did ftrive againft fharp piercing 

[emt He | griefs, let us be willing to ftrive againft the moft ex- 

talis San-| cellent pleafures; They overcame the torments of 

ti Genfi the flames, let us overcome the fiery darts of vices. 

{ 4. Fourthly, let us take heed of the leaft froward mur- 
muring and repining at little croffes, that fometime 
we meet withal. What, are we difcontented at fuch 
{mall afflictions ? at {uch light things? when as o- 
thers (our betters) have fuffered fuch hard, fuch grie- 
vous, fuch lamentable things ; that our hearts do ake 


at 
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at the very hearing of. What is our flefh better then | Cap.4. 
theirs, that we muft have ours fo pampered, when 

as theirs was fo grievoufly tormented ¢ How far are 

you from refifting unto blood ? O what an unwor- 

thy thing is this in Chriftians,to vex and fret at every 

{mall crofs; when they read and hear what others 

have fuffered before them.! all our troubles are but 

as the {livers and chips of that crofs,upon which they 

have been crucified. 

Fifthly, be willing to abate fomewhat of yourde-| <, 
light in the creature that you do enjoy, do not give 
liberty to your felves,to {atisfie your felves to the full: 
Is it feemly that when. Gods choice Servants have 
fuffcred, and ftill do fuffer fuch hard things, that you 
fhould delight and rejoyce to the utmoft in giving 
content unto the flefh? You know how it was with 
Uriah, while the Ark, and his Lord Foab was in the 
field, he would not go downto his houfe to folace 
himfelf there. Fofephus de bello Indaico lib. 6. reports 
of Titus, when he had-by his conqueft brought the 
Jews into miferable extremities , that fome of the 
Priefts petitioning him for their lives, he command- 
ed them to be flain, faying, they were of degenerous 
mindes that they defired to live, when their people 
and Religion fuffered fo much as it did : Titus a Hea- 
then judged thus of them, of what degenerous 
mindes then are thofe, who not onely defire to live, 
but to live in pomp, in bravery, in giving liberty to 
themfelves in all fenfual delights, in abating nothing 
of their carnal contentments, when they fee and hear 
of the Churches of God fuffering grievous things, 
brought unto lamentable ftraights under the burthen 
of moft heavy and fore afflictions ? The like we finde | 

related | 
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related of CAnchifes Æneas his father; when 


eéneas would have faved his life, Far be it from me, 
fays he, that I fhould defire to live when Troy fuffers 
that it does : 

Abfit, ut excifa poffim {upervivere Troia. 

Far then be it from us to defire to live dilicioufly, 
when not Troy, but the Churches of God fuffer fuch 
things as they do. It is reported of Alexander, that 
being in extream thirft, when a little water was offer- 
ed to him, he thought ita hard thing and not Prince- |, 
ly, for him alone to quench his thirft, when others 
inhis Army had not wherewithal to abate theirs ; 
wherefore he gives back again the cup with this 
fpeech, faying, I cannot bear to drink alone,and here 
is not enough to divide amongft the reft. 

Sixthly, let us learn to be compaffionate towards 
them that do fuffer; while the bowels of others are 
torn out by the rage of men, let the bowels of our 
compaffions work towards them, let us be even in 
bonds with thofe that are bound, in all our peace, li- 
berties, and comforts, let us remember them, let us 
pray for them, and as muchas we are able, relieve 
them, and help to bear their burthens. 

Seventhly, let us lay hold upon our opportunities 
of peace and liberties that we do enjoy, to edifie our 
felves in our moft holy faith : let us make ufe of our 


c-) peace to prepare us for the times of affliction, which 


God may call us unto. This was the care’of the 
Churches, when they had gota little reft from their 
enemies, Acfs 9. 31. Then had the Churches reft 
through all Iudea, Galilee, and Samaria, and were 
edified, and walking in the fear of the Lord, andin 
the comfort of the holy Ghoft, were multiplyed. It 
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is wifdem while our fhip is in the haven, to mend it 
there, and to prepare it for ftorms, that it may meet 
withal at fea; when ftorms arife, itisno time then: 
fhips lie in the harbor on purpofe to prepare them 
for the dangers they meet withal afterwards in Sea. 
Naturalifts rell us, that while the Halcyon bird is 
brooding her eggs, and bringing forth her yong 
ones, there is ufually fair weather; from whence we 
call pleafant weather, Halcyon days, fhe neglects 


not any of thofe days,butis diligent inbringing forth | 


her yong : God gives us fair weather, much peace, 
that we may be diligent in our work, to provide for 
after-times: let none of thofe Halcyon days be loft. 


ee 
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The Reafons of the afflicted eftate of Gods people,from 
the we ice of the Devil and wicked men. 


ee 


that the eftate of Gods people muft be an af- 
flicted eftate ? 
Firft,as long as there is a Devil in the world it muft 


needs be ; he in his inftruments is that red Dragon,- 


red with fury and rage; he is that old Serpent, full 
of poyfon and deadly malice. Pliay {peaks of the 
Scorpion, that there is not one minute, wherein it 
does not put forth the fting, as being unwilling to 
lofe any opportunity of doing mifchief. He is cal- 
led Satan, an adverfary, the deftroyer, roaring Lyon, 
heinfinitely hates God, and fins that fin, that is the 
fin againft the holy Ghoft, every moment: he hates 


B: what are the reafons why it muft needs be, 


Lup 
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the holinefs of God, and the glory. of God, (which |$ Inter- 
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Cap.5. | efpecially fhines in his Saints) with deadly hatred: he 
is caft out himfelf, and therefore envies and vexes at 
the Salvation of any: as one that had committed the 
finagainft the holy Ghoft faid, he withed chat his 
wife,and children, and all the world might be damn- 
ed together with him: hence he is refolved, that if 
any be faved, it fhall be with as great difficulty as he 
can procure. l 

2. | Secondly, the poyfon of this old Serpent, ungodly J. 
men have fucked up, they fwell with it, and by it are 
enraged againft godlinefs. Itis reported of Tygers, 
that they enter intoa rage upon the {cent of fragrant 
{pices;fo do ungodly men at the bleffed favor of god- 
linefs. I have read of fome barbarous Nations, who 
when the Sun fhines hot upon them, they fhoot up 
their arrows againft it ; {o do wicked men at the light 
and heat of godlinefs. There is anatural antipathy 
between the {pirits of godly men, andthe wicked , 
Gen. 3.15. Iwill put enmity between thy feed, and 
her feed ; Prov. 29.27. Anunjuft man is an abomi- 
nation to the juft, and he that is upright inthe way, | 
is an abomination to the wicked. Now the contra- 
riety of antipathy is : i j 

i. Firft,deep rooted, in the very natures of the things: 
a contrariety of actis not fo much, asa contrariety 
of nature, two fheep may oppofe one another, but 
there is not that oppofition between them,as between 
a wolf anda theep. 

2. | Secondly, itis anaétive oppofition, that will pre- 

` | {ently ftir at the firft appearance, the wicked wil! pre- 

{ently difcern a godly man,and their hearts do quick- 
ly rife up againft him. 

Thirdly, it is a ftrong vehement oppofition. - 


For 
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For firft, it breaks all bonds of nature, the bond 
between father and childe, between brother and bro- 


ther; and all bonds of love and kindenefs: we have 
a remarkable example for this, Numb. 22. 3,4. Moab 
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was irked becaufe of Ifrael, or did fret and vex, fo |’ 


the words; the fame with that, Exod. 1.12. There 
was no caufe for the Moabites thus to fret, they were 
allyed toZfrael, for Moab was of Lot, to whom 
cdbraham was Uncle: Ifrael paffed by them in 
peace, and by the {laughter of the Amorites they 
had freed them from evil Neighbors, which had be- 
fore taken away part of their Land, and were likely in 


time to take away more; yet being of a different Re-, 


ligion, malice breaks all thefe bonds. The like ver.q. 
of the Midianites, who came of Abraham , Gen. 
25. 1,2. The Zfraelites had.freed them from Sihons 
yoak, and yet they confpire againft them, and {eek 
their ruine. 

Secondly,itis mighty bitter where it is:P/al.7.13. it 
is faid, that God hath ordained his arrows againft the 
perfecutors;the word fignifies, fuch as burnin danger 
and malice againft the godly;and the word tranflated 
ordained, fignifies God hath wrought his arrows : he 
doth not fhoot them at random, but he works them 
againft the wicked. IMiricus hatha ftory,which may 
be a Commentary upon this Text, in both the parts 
of it. One Felix Earl of Wartenburg, one of the 
Captains of the Emperor Charls the fifth, fivore in 
the prefence of divers at fupper,that before he dyed, 
he would ride up to the fpurs in the blood of the Lu- 
therans;here was one that burnt in malice,but behold 
how God works his arrows againft him : that very 
night the hand of God fo ftruck him, that he was 

+ D ftrangled 
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F ea. j God;this bitter malice that is in the hearts of wicked 
men, againft the godly, puts them upon ways of op- 
pofition againft all reafon and common fence. After 
Fohn Hafs was burnt, his adverfaries got his heart, 

which was left untouched by the fire,and beat it with 

their ftaves. St. Paulin 2 Thef. 3. 2. defires the bre- 

thrento pray, That they might be delivered from 

nmv. | unreafonable and wicked men, the word is, abfurd 

men. The malice of wicked mens hearts againft the 

godly, makes them break all bounds of humanity, 

and go againft Laws or any thing, in way of oppofi- 

tion againtt the fervants of God. Inthe Hiftory of 

the perfecution of the «Merindolians, we read of the 

Bithop of 4x, being full of rage againft them, when 

the Prefident Caffaneus would have allayed it a little, 

telling him that the arreft of Merisdol was not defi- 

nitive, and thar the Laws and Statutes of the Realm 

did not permit the execution thereof without further 

procefs , then faid the Bifhop, If there be either Law 

or Statute that do hinder or let you, we carry in oar 

fleeves to difpenfe therewithal: the Prefident an{wer- 

ed, It were a great fin to fhed innocent blood; then 

faid the Bifhop, The blood of them of —Aterindol be 

upon us, and upon our fucce(fe ars then faid the Prefi- 
dent, Iam very well affured, that if the arreft of 

CM erindol be putin execution, the King will not be 

well pleafed to have fuch deftruétion made of ‘his 

Subjects : 
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Subjeéts : the Bifhop anfwered Although the King | Cap.5. 


at the firft do think it evil done, we will fo bring it to 
pafs, that within a fhort (pace, he fhail think it well 
enough, for we have the Cardinals ov our fide, and 
efpecially the moft reverend Cardinal of Tournon. 
We read likewife of the unreafonablenefs of the ma- 
lice of wicked men againft Gods fervants, in the Hi- 
ftory of the Waldenfes: they petitioning, that 
feeing it was permitted to the Turks, Saracens, and 
Fews, (who are mortal enemies to Chrift) to dwell 
peaceably in the faireft Cities of Chriftendom, that 

ityand compaffion might be fhewed to them, who 
~ their whole Religion founded upon the Gofpel, 
and worfhipping the Lord Jefus; and that they might 
be fuffered to live quietly-in defolate Mountains,and 
defarts, and valleys, protefting that they would live 
in all fear and reverence of God, with all due fubje- 
ction and obedience to their Lord and Prince, and 
to his Lieutenants and Officers; and yet this Petition 
could not be granted. We read likewife, that when 


that worthy Servant of God, Foha Frith, who was] - 


a learned and godly Minifter, was burnt at the ftake, 
together with one Andrew Hewet, thatone Doctor 
Cook a Parfon in London, openly admonifhed all the 
people, that they fhould in no wife pray for them, no 
more then they would fora dog. O what bitternefs 
and rage is there in the hearts of wicked men, againft 
Gods fervants ! No marvel then, feeing they live 
amongft them, they fuffer fo much affliction as they 
do. The Lord tells EXekéel, that he lived amongft 
bryars and thorns, and that he dwelt amongft {cor- 
pions. Thus all Gods people, living with the men of 
the world, may be faid to live amongft bryars and 

D 2 thorns, 
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Cap.5. | thorns, and to dwell amongft Scorpions, no mar- 
vel then though they be fo torn and ftung as they 
are; fome have onely {narling, wrangling, railing | - 
fpirits, and there is all they can do; the worft is 

| but to prick and tear the Ach, asa bryar and thorn; |’ 
but others are fcorpions, able to do a great deal more 
mifchief. 

4. Fourthly, this oppofition of wicked men againft 
the godly, is an univerfal oppofition. 

As firft, oppofing all that do belong unto the ways 
of godlinels : as Luke 9. 53. itis faid of the Sama- 
ritans, that they would not receive Chrift, becaufe 
his face was as though he would goto ferufalem, 
their hearts were againft any inclination, againft any 
thing that tended that way. 

Secondly, if they can have advantage againft any 
one, who makes any fhew of Religion, they let flye 
againft all, they rage againft all, as Haman againft 
the whole people of the Jews, when he was provoked 
again{t Mordecai, — l 

Yeathirdly, they even hate their children after 
them, they fhall fare fomething the worte forthe for- 
wardnefsof their Parents.  - 

5e | Fifthly, itis a fecret oppofition, for fo Antipathies 
are, there can be no reafon given for it, but as he faid, 

fun pf -d This onely can I fay, Ido not love thee, but I cannot 
quare: hoc fay wherefore : they are convinced that they are bet- 
tantum | ter then themfelves,in theirmoftferious thoughts, they 
pein di | with to dye their death, to be in their condition, and 
ator. | yet their hearts do rife againft them:as they were wont 

Borne vir | to fay of Caius Seivs,he was a good man, but he was 

ws, fed |aChriftian, But it may be faid, there isa reafon for 

{e741 | our oppofition, we do not oppofe them for their} 

i good- 
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goodnefs, but becaufe they oppofe Laws, and we 
would fee the Laws to be obeyed ; we do not oppofe 
them for their godlinefs,but for their hypocrifie. For 
anfwer, the Devil never oppofed Religion, but under 
fome colour. Pharaoh cryesout of the people of Ifrael 
that they wereidle. Haman fays, that it was not for 
the Kings profit to fuffer the Jews. Tobiah and San- 
ballat cryes out of them, that they were enemies to 
Kings and Government. Saint Paul was accufed of 
fedition. But furely it is not for the execution of 
Laws, that mens hearts do fo rife againft fuch as are 
forward inthe ways of Religion, for in other things 
they count men too bufie,when they feek the executi- 
on of Law. Itwas Tertellians appology in the be- 
half of the Chriftians againft the Gentiles, who ob- 
jected the fame thing againft them; O fays he, there 
are other Laws more for the good of the Common- 
wealth, that youdo not execute; as he inftanceth 
in Laws that were madeto reftrain men from fum- 
ptuoufnefs in feaftings, and in apparel, and houfhold- 
ftuff, and in their exceffive coftsabout their Shows 
and Games, yea, and many ancient Laws about Re- 
ligion they regarded not. And as for that plea of 
hypocrifie, take this one evidence, that it is not that 
which is oppofed, but Religion it felf: if it were hy- 
pocrifie that were oppofed, thenthe better they did 
grow when they were in their moft ferious moods, 
the more they would oppofe it; for that which is 
evil muft needs be fo much the more oppofed, by 
how much the more any grows better ; but it is appa- 
rent, that howfoever men in the heat of their pride 
and lufts, fet themfelves againft the fervants of God, 
under that name of hypocrifie, by which they blinde 
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Cap.6. | their own confciences; yet when at any time they 


are inany ferious mood, and their hearts grow into 
any better difpofition, then they are not fo fet againft 
them as before; whereas if it were evil that the 
hate them for upon their fick beds, and death-beds, 
they would hate them moft of all, but we know it is 
not {o. z Y; 

Sixthly and laftly, the oppofition that comes from 
Antipathy, is anirreconcileable oppofition ; it may 
be curbed and reftrained a little, and fora time, but 
reconciliation can never be made, except one of the 
natures be changed; no arguments, no perfwafions, 
no means can do any good here, it is onely change 
of nature that can help. Now then feeing that there 
is fuch an antipathy between the people of God, and 
the menof theiworld, with whom they live, how is 
it poffible but that while they live with them, they 
muft needs be afflicted by them ? ’ 


a . a Cie A_Pa V I. r 
Many Reafons why God orders things in his provi- 
dence fo, as his beloved fhould be under fore affli- 


étions in this world. 


world are malicious., yet, does not God rule 
over all 2 why then will God fuffer his beloved 

ones thus to be troubled and afflicted ¢ 

. Anfw, Pfal. 97.1. The Lord reigneth, let the 

earth rejoyce ; it is well for us that the Lord reigneth, 


or elfe his people could never ftand before the rage 


of the world, and Devil; one or two wolves, were 
| able 


B« though it be true,- that. .the Devil and 
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able to devoura flock-of fheep, what then would 
many wolves do'amongft fheep, ‘if there were not an 
over-tuling hand ¢ but as Pal. 76.10. Surely the 
wrath of man {hall praife thee, the remainder of 
wrath fhalt thou reftrain; God’ fuffers, and orders 
this fo, that heanight turn all co his own praife. For, 
Firft; fometinies by this means, he {catters his peo- 
ple abroad in the world to difper{e his truth,to {pread 
his Gofpel further then-otherwife it would be, as} 
Adts’8. 3, 4. it is faid, Saud made havock of the’ 
Church, haling men and‘woinen, committing them 
to prifon, therefore they that were {cattered abroad, 
went every where preaching the Word; according to 
the prophefic of Daniel, chap. 12.4. prophefying 
of the times of the troubles of the Church, he fays, | > 
Many fhallrunto and fro, and knowledge: fhall be | 
increafed) bo n o ma 
Secondly, ‘this God fuffers for the manifeftation 
of his glorious power, and that four-ways, i 
Firft; in the continuing of his Church, and the 
profeflion of histruth, notwithftanding all the rage 
of men and devils; Gods power was feen in preferving 
the bufh from being confumed, though it were all on 
alight fire: toprefervea {park of fire alive, in the 
midft of thewaves of the-fea,and tokeep a light fet up, 
in the midft of ftorms and tempefts, is a great work ; 
there appears as great a power of God, in preferving 
his Church inthe midft of fo much oppofition, not- 
withftanding their grievous afflictions and perfecu- 
| tions, as there did appear in the’ prefervation of the! 
į three Children in thé-fiery farnace. Eliah would 
have water poured ipon'the factifice, he would have} 
it covered with'water}'that the power of God might 
4. more} 


Ie 
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Cap.6. | more appear in the fire that came down from Heaven | 
uponit ; {o God will have afflictions, perfecutions, 
troubles, to befal his people, that he may manifeft 
his power fo much the more in their prefervation. 


2. Secondly, the power of God appears not onely 
in the upholding, but in the raifing the fpirits of his 
fervants in-their afflictions, with what courage, holy 
magnanimity, heavenly chearfulnefs that appeareth 
in them : even weak women and children,triumphing 
over the moft fore afflictions, and grievous diftreffes, 

Vere mag-| which made a Heathen, one Calocerivs beholding 
nus eft De-| y: : 5 3 m 
va Chrifi- this, break forth with this acclamation, Of-atruth; 
worum. | greatis the God of the Chriftians ! Bernard fays, 
Ruz fe-| Thofe whom God frees from troubles, have experi- 
vis Domi- 3 > 
nut , quam| ence how fweet the Lord is, and thofe whom he exer- 
fortis nah | cifes with many troubles, have experience how ftrong 
me eii the Lordis. The glory of Gods power is as clear 
entia,ca.2-| in the raifing the fpirits of his fervants in fuffering, 
~ fasif he fhould deliver them from fuffering by mira- 
cle. And therefore Rwpertus faith, that God did 
more glorioufly triumph in St. Lawrence his patience 
and conftancy when he was broiled on the Gridiron, 
thenif he had faved his body from burning by a 
miracle. 

3. The power of God is glorious, not onely in pre- 
ferving his Church, in raifing the fpitits of his fer- 
vants.in their greateft afflictions, but in increafing his 

lures ¢f-| Church by them : if it bea wonder to be upheld in 
Cnr quo- 


them, itis much more to be encreafed by them, the 
more we are eut down, the more ftill we are, faith 
Tertullian, The Church never grew {o faft, as when 
it was under moft affliction. Sulpitius fays of the 
Chriftians in the primitive times, aad they then were 
as. 
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as greedy of Martyrdom, as in his time men were | Cap.6. 

greedy of Bifhopricks. The blood of Martyrs was 

the feed of the Church. Pliny reports of the lilly, 

that it is increafed by its own juyce that drops from 

it:fo the Church whichis the lilly that grows among 

the thorns, the very blood that falls from them, 

multiplies them ; the fufferings of one begets many 

tothe love of the truth. Mr. Kzox in his Hiftory 

of Scotland, reports of a Gentleman one Fohn Lind- 

fey, familiar to-Bifhop Fames Bettoun, that he faid 

to the Bifhop upon the occafion of the burning of 

Mr. Patrick Hamilton , My Lord, if you burn any 

more, you will deftroy your felves ; if you will burn 

them, let them be burntin hallow cellars, forthe 

fmoak of Mr. Patrick Hamilton hath infected as ma- 

ny as it blew upon. It isa reportof one Cecilia a |E«clefia to 

Virgin, that by her conftancy and exhortations, be- ltum fin. 

fore and at her Martyrdom,was the means to convert 'guine, e7 

four hundred people. By blood and prayer the pranove 

Church converts the whole world, fays Luther, ILutb. T.z. 

Fourthly, God fhews the glory of his power,in doing 

fuch greatthings as he doth, by afew afhicted, di- 

ftrefled,perfecuted contemptible people : The great- 

eft things that ever God hath done in the world,have 

been by thefe: the more affli&ed, the more mean 

and defpifed they have been, the more hath the arm 

of the Lord appeared in them. Gods power is made 

perfect in weaknefs, 2 Cor.12. What great things 

hath God done by a few afflicted, perfecuted fifher- 

men, the Apoftles + What great things by St. Paul? 

who many times had not rags to cover his naked- 

nefs, who was whipped up and down, and put into 

ftocks „ and counted the bafeft and vileft of be 
the 


rimi, 
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the very off-fcouring of men, arid the filth of the 
earth: and yet never were fuch great things done in- 
the world, by thofe who had the greateft learning, 
the moft power, the moft valor, the moft glory in 
the world, as was done by thefe;, they did even fub- 
due the world unto them, and that by preaching the 
Gofpel, a Doctrine fo above nature,’ {o contrary-un- 
tonature. Chryfoftomina Sermon upon the 10. of 
Matthew, {peaking concerning this argument, calls 
forth Plato, and Pythagoras, and the'reft of the Phy- 
lofophers, and challenges them- to they ‘ivhar they 
had done in comparifon of thefe. But becaufe fome 
might fay that amongft the Heathens there -have 
been moft famous Captains, who have done great 


| things,as Themiftocles and Pericles: If you compare, 


fays he, what they have done, with what hath been 
done by thefe poor fifhermen, all their braveft acts 
will appear but childes plays, and the enterprizes of 
fimple men. 

Thirdly, that which God ayms at, is the tryal of 
the graces of his people : an afflicting condition is a 
trying condition: Hence, Dan. 11.35. Some fhall 
falland be tryed: This isa prophetie of the times of 
the Maccabees under Antiochus Epiphanes : in the 
11. Heb: we have the Hiftory of this, where verfe 
36. we have thelike expreflion: others had tryals 
of cruel mockings’ and fcourgings:'’We read of 
Queen: Elizabeth in her fifter Queen Maries days, 
when fhe was locked up clofe in the prifon, at firft fhe 
was much daunted,but after fhe brake forth into this 
fpeech, The skill of a Pilot is unknown, but inà tem- 
peft ; the valor of a Captain is unfeen, but in battel; 
and the worth of a Chniftian-does not appear, but in 

time 


- 
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time of tryal and temptation. Fire tryes mettals what | Cap.6. 


drofs is in them ; {trong winds, ftorms, and tempefts, 
try what our foundation is, whether we be built up- 
onthe rock, or upon the fands: they difcover what 
{ap the leaves have fromthe root; withered: leaves 
when the wind rifes, fall off, the green leaves that 
have fap holds on: they try what foundnefs is in us : 
if you hang heavy weights upon the boughs of trees 
that are rotten, they prefently break, but if upon 
found , they bear them: hard weather tryes what 
foundnefs and health thereis inthe body; foaffii- 
ctions and troubles, what foundnefs the Spirit hath. 
Wooden or earthen veffels, if they be fet to the fire 
empty, they are foon riven, and break, but not when 
they are filled with liquor: fo empty hearts, when 
they feel the heat of athictions, they foon break, but 
if filled with grace, and the comforts of the holy 
Ghoft, they hold found. When a mans cloaths are 
on, the deformities of his body cannot be feen: but 
when he is {tripped naked, then all appears. InSum-| 5. | 
mer time, when the trees are covered with leaves, | emo vi- 
you cannot fee the knots, and rifts, and moffinefs of fes (ua inf 
the tree; but in winter when the leaves are gone, then f% foim 
you may fice all. _Hence the Hebrew word that is polls dc- 
uled for Winter, comes from a word, that fignifies [1er 
difgrace and fhame,: becaufe winter takes away the J imeri | 
glory and beauty of the earth, and puts a kinde of fon proc. 
thame and diferace upon it. The deformities and [i270] 
diftempers of mens hearts, are much difcovered in faites qui 
the winters of their affli€tion: although there wasr: | 
much glory and beauty on their profefion before, pirr | 
8 9 |riatur, 
yet now they appear moft vile and bafe. We read jGres. 


Luke 2.35. That Chrift was appointed for the fall i d 
of 
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Cap.6. | of many, and for a rock of offence, that is, in regard 


Orat. 28. 


of the fufferings that fhould follow upon the profeffi- 
onof the Gofpel: and mark what God aymsat in 
this, it is that the thoughts of mens hearts might be 
revealed ; there are many fecret thoughts, fecret 
haunts of evil in mens hearts, fecret windings and 
turnings of mens fpirits, that are not revealed until 
then : when the caufe of God,and our own ends come- 
in competition, when they muft part one from the 
other, then is the tryal what we are: as whena fer- 
ving-man follows two Gentlemen, you knew not 
whofe he is, until they partone from the other: as 
we read EXek. 21.21. the King of Babylon ftood at 
the parting way, at the head of the two ways, to ufe 
divination, the beft divining of men, is at the parting 
way: although the times of afflictions, in regard of 
the darknefs of them, one way be called the night of 
atictions, yet they have light in them, and may be 
called aday, inregard of the difcovery they make 
of aman what heis. In profperitya man is apt to 
judge amifs of himfelf, not onely becaufe igno- 
rance deceiveth the minde, but becaufe of the pre- 
fent contentment he hath, he is unwilling to be 
difquicted with any thoughts of difparagement: 
Adverfity though it be a hard Tyrant, yet itis a true 
Judge; though itfpeaketh roughly, yet it {peaketh 
truly. l j 
We read Deut.8.2.that God led his people through 
the wildernefsto humble them, and to prove them, 
and to know what was in their hearts: God knew be- 
fore; but he would make themfelves and others 
to know. Iread of NaZianXen, walking by the 
Sea thore, feeing how the fea wrought in a ftorm, that 
it 
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it caft up light and empty things,but not things folid | Cap. 6. 
and heavy ; he applies this to afflictions, and fays,that 
light and empty fpirits are toffed up and down by 
them, and keep not their conftancy; but folid fpi- 
rits are like the rock that ftands firm, and abides the 
fame : men donot know their own hearts, they finde 
their hearts otherwife when troubles come,then ever 
they thought before, they never thought they had 
had fo much pride, fo much impatience, fo much un- 
belief; they thought before they could have fub- 
mitted to the hand of God, that they could have 
born more then is now upon them with patience 
and mecknefs ; bur now they finde their wretched 
hearts murmure, repine, fret, vex; now they finde 
corruptions ftir exceedingly: they had thought 
they could have depended upon God in ftraits, 
but now they finde their hearts finking, they: finde 
they have bafe fhifting hearts. When the fire comes 
to green wood, there comes out abundance of 
watery ftuff that was not difcerned before, fo 
when the fire of affliction comes, much evil runs 
out that you faw not, that neither you nor others 
thought to be in your hearts before. When a 
Pond is empty, then appears the mud and the 
filth, and Toads inthe bottom: fo when God em- 
pties men, when he takes from them his blef- 
tings, then much filth, many crawling lufts ap- 
pear that did not before: fometimes more grace 
appears in aftiictions then did before: fome of 
Gods people are low in their own eyes, they 
fufpect and fear themfelves, they think their 
graces will fail them in trouble, that their peace 
is falfe; yet when it pleafes God to bring them 

mto : 
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C3p.6. | into trouble, they finde more peace, more affurance, 


more ftrength then ever they did before,or then they 
thought they fhould have done; never {fuch {weet joy, 
never {fuch full affurance, never fuch fe of faith, and 
patience, and love,.as in the-foreft and  ftrongeft af- 
flictions. This indeed is very rare, there are few that 
finde more good in their hearts-in afhictions, then 
they thought they had before; but where this is, it 
may be a {weet feal to the foul, of the fincerity of it 
ever after. When Corn ftands in the field we may 
guefs what it may yield, but we cannot know fully, 
till it come to the flail, and then it yields fometime 
more, though often lefs then we made account of. 
When grapes come to be prefled, then is difcerned 
what is in them. 
. Fourthly, an afflicted condition gives opportunity 
for much exercife of grace, it calls forth whatfoever 
grace there is inthe heart to the exercife of it. Rev. 
13.10. St. Foha {peaking of the fufferings of the 
Saints, Here (fays he) is the faith and the patience of 
the Saints , here is matter for their faith and patience 
to be exercifed about, this calls for the working of 
their faith and patience; and fo for other graces, as 
humility, felf-denyal, love to God. Phyfick ftirs up 
natural heat, and makes it active, fo aftiétions the 
fouls Phyfick. What mighty prayers, and lively 
ft'rrings of {pirit are there many times in afflictions ¢ 
Efay 26.16. They pour out a prayer, when thy cha- 
frening was upon them : our prayers do but drop out 
before, now they are poured out, and one work of 
heart do’s fo follow another, that there is no intermif- 
fion, itis all but oneprayer they have poured out,not 
prayers, buta prayer; and itis obfervable, the _~ 
that 
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that here is tranflated prayer, isa word that is uled | Cap.6. 


for iachantment vn becaufe fuch words were con- 
ceived to be full of efficacy, containing much ina 
little room. So the prayer now is not an empty thing, 
but full of efficacy, containing much in a few words. 
The graces of Gods Spirit are the moft lovely things 
inthe world in Gods eyes, and therefore God de- 
lights much to fee the exercife of them. When 
{pices are beaten, then they fend forth their fragrant 
fmell, fo when Gods fervants are in afflictions, then 
their graces fend forth their fiveetnefS, in the active- 
nets of them: when the box is broken, and the pre- 
cious oyntment is poured forth, then it fends forth 
its delightful favour, fo when the heart is broken 
with affii¢tions, and the graceis poured forth, then 
they give a fweet fmell in the noftrils of God and 
men. A tool thatis daily ufed, is kept bright and 
fhining ; and fo grace, when itis moft exercifed, it 
it is moft beautiful: The glory of the things of the 


world minifhes inthe ufe of them, but grace ts ever. 


better for the wearing. l 
Fifthly,in affictions the power of grace does much 
appear , the abiding ftrong againft. oppofition, is a 
true argument of ftrength : this was the honor of 
Fofephs ttrength in his blefling, Gen. 49. 23,24. The 


archers have forely grieved him, yet his bow abode in | 


firength, It is nothing for a manto go on in the pro- 
feffion.of Religion,- while all things are well about 
him, while he feels no trouble, but God hedges 
about his way : if God fhould always profper his 
people in outward things, who would not bea pro- 
teflor of godlinefs 2 When the people faw how Mar- 
decai was raifed, then many became Jews. I read of 

one 
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Cap.6. | one Pamachiys a Heathen, that he faid to the Pope, 
onife Make mea Bifhop, and I willbe a Chriftian. Every 
¿z ero | bird can fing in fair {un-fhine weather :. but here is 

\cbriftiz- | the power of grace, not to be offended in Chrifts 
o fufferings : Blefedare they who are not offended in 
me, fays Chrift, to defire to know nothing, but Chrift 

and him crucified : To embrace Chrift in his rags, in 
his poverty, in his fhame, in his afflictions and {or- 
rows; this argues a power of grace indeed : it ar- 
gues the power of love, that much water cannot 
quenchit. Itisanote that Fofephus hath, writing 
the Hiftory of the time of Chrift, At that time, fays 
he, Jefus a wife man did many miracles, and although 
he was condemned to the crofs,yet did not thofe that 
followed him from the beginning forbear to love. 
him, notwithftanding the ignominy of “his death, 
He notes itisan argument of great love in his fol- 
lowers, as it was indeed, that they did not forbear to 
love, notwithftanding his ignominious death. As it 
is a fign our love to fin is trong, when we have many 
afflictions to quench our love, when we «meet with 
much trouble and oppofition in a way of fin, and yet 
| our love to it isnot abated ; fo it argues our love to 
God and godlinefs is very ftrong, when the greateft 
Oppofition cannot prevail againft it: to account 
Chrift precious as a tree of life, although we be fa- 
ftened to him as to a ftake to be burned, this is love 
indeed. It was the glory of Scipio, in which he much 
boafted, that there was not any of his Soldiers, but 
would venture his life for him, if it were to leap into 
the Sea, to caftthemfelves from a high Tower, or | 
any other waythat he fhould require of them, this 
argued their {trong love to him; and it is the glory 
O 
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of the Lord in which the Lord delights, that he hath 
a people whofe hearts are clofely knit to him, in the 
moft afflicted diftrefled condition that can befal 
them, who are content to fuffer any thing for him,to 
fubmit to his bleffed will, to honor him any way that 
he fhal pleafe, though it be in the lofs of deareft com- 
forts, and {uffering the foreft and hardeft afflictions. 
Sixthly, by afflictions the graces of the Saints are 
much increafed , as Ifrael never increafed fo much 
as when Pharaoh moft oppreffed ; for two hundred 
and fifteen years before, they increafed but to feven- , 
ty; butin lefs time, when they were oppreffed, they» 
increafed to more then fix hundred thoufand men fit 
for War, befides women and children: thus the 
{piritual increafe of the true Ifrael of God is much in 
afflictions more ufually then at other times. Gods 
people to whom afflictions are fanctified, never thrive 
{o much in grace,as when they are watered with their 
owntears. The Rofe is fweeter in the Still, then up- 
onthe ftalk. Fifh thrive better in cold and falt wa- 
ters, then in warm and fref :. the largeft fifh are not 
in the frefh Rivers, but in the coldeft falt Seas. The 
ground is moft fruitful that is moft harrowed. 
The moft plentiful Summer, follows after the 
hardeft Winter: The face of Religion is never fo 
beautiful, as when-it is wafhed with its own 
tears. The Walnuttreeis moft fruitful when it ts 
moft beaten: Camomel flourifheth moft, when 
itis moft trodden on, and preffed down: fuffering 
for truths does much confirm men in them ; that 
which a man hath bought at a dear rate, he is 
loath to part with: thus we finde it in men who fuf- 
fer for errors, they are ever the more ftiffin a | 
E ike ' 
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Cap.é. like the Merchants, | holding up their commodity,be- 


caufe itcoftthem dear. All oppofitions, if they do 
not overcome, they ftrengthen that which they do 
oppofe : as water caft upon the fire, it makes that fire 
burn hotter, that it does not quench. Wind fhaking 
the tree, makes it grow more fteady. Thus the tri- 
bulations of the godly, and the perfecutions they 
| fuffer, do oppofe their graces, but becaufe they can- 
not overcome them, they ftrengthen them: As we 
read Pfalm 45. when the Church forfakes all, when 
fhe leaves her fathers houfe, and her kindred, then 
doth the Kigg greatly delight in her beauty, her beau- 
ty is great then, and exceeding delightful in the eyes 
ofthe Lord: Cant. 2. 14. O my dove (fays Chrift to 
the Church) thy voyce is [weet , thy countenance ts 
comely : let me hear thy voyce, let me fee thy counte- 
nance: This is {poken of the ftate of the Church, 
after her deliverance from great afflictions, after her 
return from captivity; before her captivity fhe was 
Joathfom and vilein Gods eyes; God hateth:her, 
as appears, Fer. 12.8. Mine heritage is unto me as a 
Lyon inthe forref , it cryeth out againft me therefore 
I have hatedit : but now fhe is delightful; Chrift 
bids her arife his love, his fair one, and come away. 
God before cared not for her folemn meetings, they 
werea burthen to him, as appears Efay 1. 11,12, 
13, ove. but now he expel his defire of their 
folemn meetings, O my dove, that art inthe clefts of 
the rocks, in the fecret places of the ftairs, thou who 
worfhippeft me in fecret places, in holes and corners, 
let me fee thy face, let me {ee thee aflembled into the 
face of a Church in my Sanctuary; let me hear thy 
voice,let me hear thee there calling upon me, finging 
praifes 
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praifes unto me,P{al.66.12.We went through fires ,and| Cap.6. 
through waters (fays the Church) but thou broughteft 

#s into a wealthy place. Thus God deals with his 
Church fpiritually,by bringing them through the fire 

and water of affiiétions, he brings them toa wealthy 

place, a wealthy eftate. The Church of Ivdah before 

the Captivity,was as a Vine that brought forth wilde 

Grapes, upon whom the Lord refolved to command 

the clouds not to rain,and from whom he would take 

the hedge of his protection, Efay 5. but after the ca- 

ptivity he {peaks otherwife of it, E fp 27.253. In thar 

day fing ye unto her, a Vineyard of red wine (which 

was the beft wine) nowthe Lord will keep it, and 

water it every moment. I have read of a Fountain, [Pompon 
that at noon-day is cold, at midnight it grows +e 
warm : itis thus with many, they are coldeft in their Ifi ix c 
profpericy, and the nights of afflictions contrat their [erais 
heat, and intends it : fire never burns fo hot as in [80° 
frofty weather. The winter time of affliction, fome- 

times proves to be the moft fruitful time of a Chri- 

ftians life; contrary to the work of nature, for all 

things {eem dead then, and they flourifh and grow | 

onely in the Summer; but a Chriftians Winter is 
fometime better then his Summer; grace flourifhes 

and grows moft in his Winter. Our Bezon?’ s, fons of 

forrow, prove oftentimes our beft Bemjamins, fons of 

our right hand: the beft corn is that which lies un- 

der the clods in froft and {now ; Paul rejoyced much 

in Onefimus, whom he had begotten in his bonds, 

Philem, ver. 10. Bafilin his Sermon upon the forty |croe¢ 3 
Martyrs,calls them the ftars of the world, the flowers |2movasens 

of the Church. And Chryfoftome upon U4és 12. heak a 
{peaking:-of thofe who were praying. for Peter n i 

E2 the 


Sione fati cients, as Chryfofomand Salvian, have called affi- 
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Cap.6. | the night, fays, That they were made by afflictions 
Puriores ; 


wio afi- MOTE pure then the Heaven. And fome of the An- 


Chryloft.| ions the mother of Vertue. Manaffes his chain 
7 Hom | was more profitable to him then his Crown. Hebr. 
A&i12. | 12.10. God is faid to chaftife his people for their 
virman | profit, that they might be partakers of his holinefs : 
“| God communicates of his own holinefs unto the 

fouls of his people by their chaftifements, ina {pecial 

maner : love is often cncreafed in affliction ; fheep run 
together when the dog is fet on them: after the 
Church was delivered from violent perfecution, it fuf- 
fered much by divifions,the very bowels were rent by 
their diffentions, it was then in a worfe condition then 
before, the fire of their diffentions being worfe then 
the fire of their perfecutions ; the one hindred, but 
the other furthered their growth. ohn 15.2. Every 
branch in me my Father purgeth, that it may bring 
forth more fruit : as Vines are made fruitful by pru- 
ning, fo are Gods people by the pruning knifeof af- 
fictions ; and hence itis, when the Lord hath fome 
greatemployment, fome great fervice for any of his 
people he firft fends them unto,and trains them in the 
ichool of affliétions,as Fofeph and David, And as our 
Benon? s, our fons of forrows, that which we get out 
of our forrows, proves oftentimes our chiefeft Benj a-. 
mins; fo Gods chiefeft Benjamins, whom he ufeth as. 
the fons of his right hand in fpecial fervices, are firft 
Benoni’s, fons of forrow. There is agreat deal of 
"| difference, fays Lather, between a Divine in outward 
pomp, and a Divine under the crofs. It is arare. 
thing to have any mans eyes opened as Fonathans 
were, by tafting of honey, by. profperity; but in. 
l | afflictions | 
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affiétions many are : aflictions prove to them, as the- 


clay to the poor mans eyes that gave him fight. They 
that are aticted do better underftand Scripture, fays 
Luther, butthofe whoare fecure in their profperity, 

read them as a verfe in Ovid. Amongft many others, 

this is one {pecial means whereby an afflicted condi- 
tion comes to be ufeful for the encreafe of grace, be- 
caufe initthe foul gains much experience, experi- 
ence of God and of his ways, experience a the. 
good there is in, and frithfulnel of his word, as 
we read, Pfal, 107. Thofe who go down into the 
Sea,fee the wonders of the Lord, mugh more thofe 

who come into the feas of troubles and afflictions, 
how do they fee the wonders of the Lord? they can 
tell their friends muchof the wonders of the Lord to-- 
wards them:{ol/rael in the time of trouble cryes out, 
Hof. 8.2. My Godwe know thee, now we know thee 
otherwife then before we did: and experience of the 
evil of fin. It was afpeech of a Germane Divine in 
his ficknefs, Gafper Olevianus, In this difeafe I have 

learned how great God is, and what the evil of fin is, 
I never knew what God was to’ purpofe before; nor 

what fin meant. +» When God {pake to Fob out of the 
whirlwind, cap. 38. he anfwers, cap. 40. 3, 4. Behold, 

Tam vile, what fhall Lanfwer thee? I will lay my hand 

upon my mouth. And experience likewife of our weak- 
nefs, and the vanity of the: Creature more now then 

ever, Pfal, 39. 11. When thou with rebukes doeft cor- 

rect man, thou makeft his beauty to confume away like 

amoth:furely every man is vanity Selah: he can then 

fay Surely,and that, with a Selah, that: every man is 

vanity. It is very obfervable; thatof all the feven 

churches thatChrift wrote unto,in the fecond & third 
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Chapters of the Revelations, there are onely two 
which he charges no evil upon ; the Church of Sayr- 
na, and the Church of Philadelphia : and thefe two 
were exercifed with much trouble ;-as the Church of 
Smyrna, cap. 2. 9. is faid to have endured much tri- 
bulation,and to be in poverty, yet Chrift commends 
her, and fays fhe is rich: her poverty made her rich, 
her tribulations made her glorious in the eyes of 
Chrift- And the Church of Philadelphia, cap.-3. 
8, 10. fhe had but a little ftrength, fhe was ina low, 
poor, afflicted, contemptible condition; yet fhe de- 
nyed not the name of Chrift, fhe kept the word of 
Chrifts ‘patience, that word for which fhe fuffered 
much, being ftrengthened thereunto by the patience 
fhe received from Jefus Chrift. i 


7. | Seventhly, afflictions preferve from much fin,they |. 
are bléffed preventing phyfick : our falls into fore af- 
flictions, keep us from falls into fin. Hofea.2. 6. God 
fays, he will hedge the way of his people; if the 
hedge of the command will not keep us from tranf- 
greflion, itis a mercy for God to hedge in our way 
by another hedge, the hedge of afflictions, they are 
blefled tumbling blocks caftin the way of fin, to 

cor Soto. | Hinder usinit. Lhave read of Auguftine, that once 
moxie id- | by wandring out of his way, he efcaped one who lay 
circo fi" | inawait to mifchieve him s it falls out fo many times 
wum (epi | With us, if affictions did not put us out of our way, 
misde- | we fhould fall into the power of fome fin or other 
siam ifm) Which would mifchieve us. Gregory faith of Solo- 
nulla dif | mon, that he left the houfe of wifdom, becaufe the 
ciplina in) difcipline of aficions did not preferve him. Salt 
terivs Cit . e . 

jodivie. | brine preferves from putrifaction : the falt marfhes 
Greg. in | keep the fheep from the ror. l 
paftorali, | 


i , Fightly, 
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-Eightly, by afflictions, decayed grace comes to be 
recovered : Thefe are Gods files, that file off the ruft 
of fecurity. Phyfitians ufe to cure a Lethargy, by 
putting their patient into a feaver: the {piritual Le- 
thargy of fecurity, is often cured by hot and ftrong 
afflictions. When men are ina fivound, we ufe to 
nip and pinch them, and ftrike them, and caft cold 
water upon their faces: Gods ftrokes, and the cold 
water of -afflictions being {anctified by him, recover 
many from fpiritual fwounds: many who have {o far |; 
decayed in their fpiritual vigor and activenefs, that 
they have`feemed to be even dead, yet they have 
been recovered this way. Fob 36. 15. God opens 
their ears in oppreffion ; many mens ears are clogged ly ccd 
up with the world,but whenGod gives them up for a Chee | 
while to the oppreffions of men, then their ears are }¢c lapis. 
opened. Itis good for me, faith David, that I was \* 
afflicted, for before I went aftray, but now have I 
learned thy word. In the 2. Hofes, God threatens the 
Church to ftrip her naked, and to fet her as in the 
day that fhe was born, and to make her as. a.wilder- 
nefs, to hedge. her way with thorns; and thus the 
Lord did to that Church: but mark what he fays 
fhal be the fruit of all,verfe 7. Then [hall fhe fay I will 
goand return unto my firk husband, for then was it 
better with me then it is now. When Abfolom fent 
for Foab once and again, yet he came not unto him, 
until Abfolom caufed his corn fields to be fet on fire, 
and then he comes : God {peaks and calls to his peo- 
ple who are grown fecure, once and again, but 
they neglect God, until God comes with the fire of 
affictions, and then they come. Affli€tions are like 
the prick at the Nightingales breft, that awakes her, 
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Cap.6. | and puts her upon her {weet and delightful finging. 
Mufers | Gulielmus 1 ari fienfis faith of Musk,when it hath loft 
a its fiveetnels, if it be put into the fink amongft filth, it 
juxta fler-| Yecoversit, this he applyed to decayed grace in the 
cera cls! times of afflictions , in atHictions it revives, and re- 


covers. 

Ninthly , afflictions are of great ule to mortifie 
lufts, to purge out filthand corruption. Ifa. 27. 9. 
By this (hall the iniquity of Facob be purged , and this 
1 all the fruit thereof. When Phyfitians purge the 
body, they purge out that which is good, as well as 
that which is evill , but when God purges in the fan- 
ctified ufe of afflictions, he onely purges out the eyil, 
this is all che fruit thereof. As Aloes kills worms, 
fo do bitter affAiGtions crauling luft in the heart. Cold 
and hard winters do deftroy much vermine, which 
-| otherwife would be very noiiom : focold and hard 
afflictions vermine'lufts. Violent ftorms and thun- 
der clear the air , ftrong afflictions clarifie the heart; 
by them we are as it were poured from veflel to 
vefiel ,. from whence the ill favour of our heart-di- 
{tempers comes to be taken away. Jer. 48. 11. Foul 
and ftained cloathes are made white by laying a- 
broad in cold. frofty nights , fo the defiled heart. 
Salt marfhes purge rank humours, fo do the falt- 
nefs of afflictions rank lufts. Men let their ar- 
mour lye rufting by them in the time of peace, 
but in the time of war they fcour all bright, to 
make fit for fervice : fomens hearts inthe time of 
peace grow foul, but intimes of trouble , they are 
{then cleanfed. It isa great mercy to have the act 
of fin hindered ; afflictions are very ufeful. for this, 
and therefore, Hofea.2.6. they are, as you hea 
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called a hedge of thorns; whereby the ways to fin are 
hedged up : butto have the inward. lufts mortified, 
this is a greater good. All the Prophets preachings 
could not purge the Jews from idolatry, {o as the Ba- 
bylonifh captivity : itisobferved, never finceé that 
time have idols been found amongft then. 
Tenthly,Gods people are often in an afflicted con- 
dition, as chaftifements for their fins, they bring 
many evils upon themfelves,by their loofe walkings, 
| by their indiferetions , by their pride, by theirfelf- 
feeking, by their forwardnefs, by their wilfulnefs, 
and worldlinefs : God chaftens even whom he loves: 
the Apoftle tells the Corinthians,that they were cha- 


| ftened of the Lord , that they might not be condem-, 


ned with the world. Thofe whom God would never 
condemn,yet he will. chaften: God will have his c hil- 
dren feel fomething of the evil of their fins, and will 
have them and-others fee how difpleafing fin is to 
him, in the fruits of his difpleafure, upon thole who 
are his beloved ones , who are exceeding dear , and 
precious in his eyes:becaufe the Lord is careful of his 
honour , therefore if his children fin, he will chaftife 
them, hence the Greek word for chajtifement, figni- 


fies care of honour Goons children may come toi, 
be children under anger, though not children of ipp 


wrath: yea God ufually holds a more ftriét hand over 
his people,then over any, he quickly brings them un- 


der the rod when he lets other go on,and rot in their | 


fins; yet he comes not upon hus children as a reven- 
ging Judge, to deftroy the perfon forthe fins fake : 
but asa gracious Father, to deftroy the fin for the 
perfons fake : he is angry that they have finned , but 


| efpecially angry that they might fin no more. 
Ek venthly, 


a 
© 


a 
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Cape. “Eleventhly, thar which God aymsat in the: afili- 


12. 


étions of his people, is to make them conformable 
to Chrift their head, that they may enter into their 
glory, as Chrift did into his. Ought he not to fuffer 
thefethings, and fo to enter into his glory? Luke 
24.26. Weread of S. Paul, Phil. 3. 10. that he 
earneftly defired to be partaker of the fellowship of 
Chrifts fufferings,andtobe conformable to his death, 


God will have a conformity to the death of his Son. 


We read of Godfrey of Bulloia, that he would not 
be crowned in Fersfalem with a crown of gold, 
where Chrift was crowned witha crown of thorns , 
becaufe he would not have fuch a great difproporti- 
on between him and Chrift. Itis reported of Origen, 
when Alexander Severus the Emperor fent for him, 
he appearing to be meanly cloathed, there were di- 
vers coftly garments prepared for him, and fent to 
him, but he refufed them, and when: he came near 
to Rome, there was a Mule anda Chariot fent for 
him, that he might choofe which liked him beft, but 
he refufed them likewife, and would not go in pomp 
to the Emperor, faying, He was lefs then his Mafter | 
Chrift , of whom he never read that he rode but 
once, i 

Twelfthly, the afflictions of Gods people are in 
juft judgement a rock of offence, and a {tumblin 
block to the ungodly. Chrift in regard of the affli- 
tions that attend the profeflion of the Gofpel, is 
faid to bea rock of offence, and fo appointed for the 
fall of many, Luke 2.34.How many r ita perith, | ° 
becaufe they are offended at the mean, afflicted, per- 
fecuted eftate of Chrift inthis life 2 Thy heart is fet 
upon vanity and outward pomp, this perfecuted 

eftate 
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eftate of godlinefs is thy Fumbling block, at which | Cap.6. 
God in his wrath lets thee ftumble, that thou 
mighteft fall, break thy neck, and perilh for ever : 
hence is that {peech of Chrift, Bleffed are they that | 
are not offended in me : `O its a great mercy of God, 
not to let this be a ftumbling block, it is a mercy that 
God grants but to afew; here and there a poor foul, 
who is able to fee the beauty and glory of godlinefs, 
through all the dark clouds of troubles, afflictions, 
perfecutious, that attend it: but for the generality 
of men, this is thac which hides the glory of it from 
them, unto their everlafting perdition. a 
Laftly, Gods people aie here afflicted, that Chrift] 13. 
in them, and they in Chrift, may in the conclufion of | 
all be the more glorified. 
Firft, in the overcoming of all evils, in the final 
deftruction of all their enemies. ue 
Secondly% in their s inefs after fo many evils} 
endured: the bitternefs o forsone grief commends |4miritudg-- 
the fweetnefs of following joys. | w ii 
Thirdly, their athictions work to the ‘encreafe Of |nendat 
their glory. 2 Cor. 4. 13. .Our light afflictions work |implin 
3 aa m ] i: \gaudia fe- 
for us an exceeding weight of glory. Gordius that unsura. 
bleffed Martyr (whom St. Bafil fo much commends |Hiex. ad 
in an Oration of his) accounted it a lofs to him, not pismo 
to fuffer many kindes -of ‘tortures; hefaysy that tor- lum mif- 
tures are but tradings'with God for glory... . >- fam. 
Tertullian-hath an expreffion to that purpofe, The Seles 
greater the combates, the greater are the following re: e onal 
wards. Bernard {ays-ot perfccuters, that they are quuntur 
but his Fathers goldimiths,- who are working to adde iy ml 
í j e ae of i urtu. de 
pearls to the crowns of the Saints, The feeds of hap- |sépulam. 
| pinefs are fown in the deep furrows of affliction, “2 
the 
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Cap.7. | the deeper the furrows are, the more precious are the 
{eeds.that are there fown, and the more glorious and 
plentiful will the harveft be. When a curious glorious | 
picture is to'be drawn, the grounds ufe to be laid in 
black, but notin dirt: fo our grounds may be laid | 

Sape per | here in afflictions, but let them not be laid in fin.Here. 
ae then we fee, that although afflictions are a bitter root, 
plicet, quod] yet there {pring from them fair flowers, and pleafant 
marun | fruit: no marvel then though God hath a hand «in: 
Porriutt | ordering things fo, that his people fhould be in fuch 
eronym, |anafflicted condition in this world: from Gods de- 
ep-at Vir- [termining thingsto be thus, let us learn, 
ginem in —_ à my 
exiliam wy ee AT - a 
mifam E : = 
Ci aroc 
What ufe we fhould make of Gods ordering his people 
to an afflicted condition. s 
Irft, that our reftis not herein this world; let 
F us not promife to our felves any fuch matter, let 
„us not feek it here: the promife will not bear 
it, the promife will bear no further, then that we 
fhould have onely fo much of the things of this 
world, as fhall be furable to our condition; That 

t which the Prophet {peaks in another cafe, Micah 2. 

-» ,| 10. wemay apply toallthe things and-places of the 

J world , C4rife, here snot your reff; this is not the 
place, this isnot the time, -here are not the things 
that God hath appointed for our reft: this is the 

Terrama- | place and time for troubles, and forrows, and affliéti- 
lisfcalet | Ons, our warfare is heres. No man in his warfare; will 
adverji - o T ; A iw 
digu(que| build himfelf a ftrong and fumptuous -houfe in 
redundant 


the field; if we feek for our reft here, we miftake ; 
Ae as 
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as if a man floating upon the waves of the fea , upon | Cap-7. 
aboard after fhipwrack,fhould think to lie down and 
fleep , and fettle himfelf there: or asa bird fhould 
build her neft in a buh , floating in the midft of the 
waves of the fea. : Non at b 
God , fays Beraard, hath not caft man out of Pa- jnos de Pa- 
radife, for him to think to finde out another Paradife cee 
inthis world; no, man is born to labour. Why do fe T 
you feek the living amongft the dead ¢ why do you |é!terwm bic 
{eek for living comforts, where you`muft expect to Een 
dye daily ? Itis only Heaven that isabove all winds, 
ftorms, and tempefts ; reft muft be after labour, our 
reft is the crown.of our labonr ; to feek it here, is to 
feek it prepofteroufly, and Why do you require that in 
one place (fays S. Ambrofe) whith is due in another? 
Why would you prepofteroufly have the crown be-: 
fore you have overcome ?. Imagine the moft ferled 
condition you can in this world, and although you 
had it, yerit were but vanity -: {o fays the Pfalmift, 
P{al.39.5. Manin his beft eftate, is vanity : the word fF 
is in the Original, in his fetled effate he 1s vanity; not. 
onely vain, but vanity at felf. Leal 
It was a heavy charge that S. Fames, cap. 5. laid 
upon fome, that they lived in pleafure upon earth : as 
if he fhould have faid, earth is not the place for plea- 
fure; this is the place of forraw, of trouble, of mour- 
ning, of affliction. Thus Abraham charged Dives; 
In your life time, fays he , you had your pleafure-: the 
emphafis lies there, 77 your life time, that fhould not 
have been the time : letus take heed we be not too 
hafty in feeking our reft, our pleafure and delight; 
we may perhaps have alittle for, the while to the: 
flefh , and becaufe we will not be content with that. 
con- 
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a, condition that God hath appointed for his people, 
bam mun | here we may lofe our parts iñ that glorious eternal 
dus, @ a-f reft which God hath prepared for his people hereaf- 
(Tia ter. Seek for that which ye do, namely for ref, 
lus effet? | but do not feek for it where ye do: if we feek our 
Formo | reft in this world, notwithftanding we meet with fo 
spi many troubles init, what would we do if the Lord 
îc ample- | fhould let us profper ? Behold ({aithan Ancient) the 
rT A world is troublefome, and yet it is loved, what would it 
res cjus |beif it were peaceable ? you embrace it though it be 
quomodo | filthy, what would you do if it were beautiful ? you can- 
not keep your hands from the thorns , how earneft 
nis non re-| would you be then in gathering the flowers ? 
e nee hence it appears, that profperity is not 
>, {always a fignof love and favorfrom God. Rome 
Non omne | makes it anote of the true Church: if that were fo 
quod fali- | then the Egyptians were ina righter way then the J/- 
iis OF raelites + the Phili(times, the Ammonites, the iMi- 
viia omne | dianites, and afterward the Babylonians and the Per- 
quod bene | fans, might have pleaded that their gods were true 
Greg Mor| gods, and to be worthipped' rather then the God of 
l. 30.¢3-| Ifrael + and when the ten Tribes broke off from Fu- 
dah, and-yet often prevailed againft Fudah, and were 
more profperous,they might have pleaded that they 
were inthe right, that their worfhipping of God was 
more accepted, then that which was at ferwfalem. 
And afterwards the Heathens might have pleaded 
this argument againft the Chriftians,and thus indeed 
Ambrofe. | they did, as we finde in the 30. Epiftle of Ambrofe : 
FP: 3° | he ‘anfwers to one Symmachus, a great man, who 
pleaded ftrongly againft the Chriftians, and for the 
maintenance of Idols by this argument, faying, That 
they profpered'and flourifhed more in aiis of 
| their 
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their gods,then the Chriftians did in the worfhipping | Cap.7. 
of theirs. Certainly, the ancient godly Fathers could 
not have heard this argument of outward profperity, 
of outward pomp and glory in the world, pleaded as 
afignof the true Church, and of Gods love, but 
with much indignation ; How crofs is this to Scri- 
pture ’ where we finde the eftate of Gods people 
hath ufually been a poor afflicted eftate. And furely, 
the Papi/ts could not always plead this argument , 
time hath been when the Goths, Vandals, Hunnes, 
and Turks, have been more profperous then they. 
The Emperor, Henry the fourth, was much hated by 
the Bifhop of Rome, and yet he was not unprofperous | _ 
in his way: when the Pope curfed him, and made [Perra de- 
another Emperor, namely, Rodulphus King of Swe- |di: Petro, 
via, yet this Emperor of his fetting up, profpered [Penu si] 
not at all, but was overcome, and {lain by Henry : |iulpho. 
The Pope after fet up another, and he was flain bya | 
woman: yea, he fet up a third after him againft Aen- | 
2 the fourth, he likewife was taken in a Mill, and pbitake- | 
flain by the Emperor : at -the laft, the Pope himfelf |7 £ ES 
was caft out of his Seat, and caft into Prifon, and |troverfia 
dyed in extreme dolours of minde, for that he had jmina. 
fo wronged the Emperor; and as it is reported, hef” 
asked pardon of him. | 

And as outward profperity hath nor beenalways | 
an argument that they could make ufe of, fo we hope | 
that time will come, when they -fhall. make ufe of it] 
no more, when their judgements {hall be altered, and | 
this argument wherein now they boaft, fhall for ever 
failthem; butfor the prefent, though now fhe be 
crowned with Diamonds, and cloathed with Scar- 
let, yet ftill fhe 1s the mother of Harlots, and the 

gim abomi- 
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abominations of the earth. Z have not, fays Luther, 
a ftronger argument againft the Papal Kingdom, then 
this, that it is without the crofs. 

Let none amongft us deceive themfelves, by reft- 
ing upon outward profperity,as an argument of Gods 
love, for their everlafting eftates. Many have no 
other hold to lean upon for their falvation but this., 
all chofe folemn proteftations of God againft this in 
his word ; all the works of Gods providence towards 
his owmpeople,in leading them on in an afflicted con- 
dition, and.towards the wicked in giving them the 
fatof the earth, will not take mens hearts off from 
this falfe reafoning,but ftill they will chink,if God did 
not love them,furely he would not let them profperfo 
ashedoth. A painted face is as‘certain an argument 
of a good complexion, as this is of a good condition. 
When God fliall come hereafter, to take up his own 
to himfef, he will not look fo much amongft the great 
ones of the earth, the rich, the gorgious attires, 
fumprtuous houfes, furnifhed tables , as amongft the 
the perfecuted, contemned, {corned company; out 
of them he will finde hisown;, Mal. 3.17. In that 
day when I make up my jewels, faith the Lord: the 
phrafe notes, that Gods jewels now do lie fcattered in 
the dirt, and God hath his time to make them up; 
God paffes by Palaces, and looks in at cottages , 
pafles by the rich, and takes the poor; he pafles by 
the honorable, and takes the de/p: fa ones, 

Thirdly, hence we have a confirmation of another 
life after this, certainly thefe things cannot always 
continue, itis impoffible that the godly fhould al- 
ways be in this poor, afflicted, diftrefled condition : it 


is not againft the rule of juftice to fuffer this fora 
while, 
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while, that way may be made to other of Gods in- | Cap.7. 
tentions, but that there never fhould be any righting 

of their caufe, that there fhould never be feen a 
difference between him that feareth God, and him 

that feareth him not; that God fhould never appear 
tojudge in the Earth, that there fhould never bea 
reward for the righteous, this cannot be. The fouls 
thacare under the Altar, which were of thofe who 

were put to death for the Teftimony of Chrift, 

they cry, How long, O Lord, holy and true, willit be 

rev thou avengeft thy felf for the blood of thy 
Saints ? S. Paul reafons ftrongly from this argument, 

1 Cor. 15. 19. toprovethe refurrection, For, faith 

he, if in this life onely we have hope in Chrift, we 

are of all men moft tine When therefore we fee 

the godly to be wronged,and perfecuted, when wef{ee 
iniquity to be in the place of righteoufnefs, and wic- 
kednes in the place of judgement,let us notbeoftend- 

ed but fay in our hearts, God fhalljudge the righteous 

and the wicked:for there is a time forevery purpof{e and 

every work; And as Chap.5.8.When mT Op- |Ecclef. 3. 
preffion of the poor, and violent perverting of judge- |16, 17. 
ment, marvel not at the matter, for he that is higher 

then the highest regardeth. If God fhould always 
profper his fervants in this life, then it would be Quid ni 
thought he intended no other for them; but he with- frerrenas 


draws his hand here,that we might be taught to look [i fterent 
for another. Sanfti cwn 


In che times under the Zaw, God did ufually more ponad 


profper his people inoutward things, then now he frm pr:- 
does,and the reafon may be becaufe then Chrift was }crer- 
but darkly revealed, the riches of fpiritual mercies |p 9. 
were not much made known; there was but little fclamse. de 
E mention Itis verbi 


_Cap.7. } mention made of that erernal life, whichis to come | 
dN | hereafter, we have very few texts of Scripture in the 

ot ceuNux Old Teftament, wherein there is amy clear mention | 
queugit | made of eternal dife, but inthe timesiof the Gofpel, | 


uCCH : i . ai i 
Chritz ep God calls his peopleto a more fuffering condition | 


ee 
ae” then he did thev,and therefore the myftery of Chrift, 
vuamitit the glorious promifes of the Goipel, the Doétrine of 
Chrifto se | the refurreCtion,and the ways of God in that eternity | 
fiz fex co") whichis to come hereafter, are more clearly and ful- 
ne ly revealed. Itisanexcellent expreffion that Luther 
hath to this purpofe : Bodily promifes fays he, is as the | 
fhell or husk that covers the nat, which is‘Chrift, and | 
eternal life , wherefore Chrift coming, the fhell, the 
husk,¢s broken and taken off that is, temporal promifes | 
ceafe, andthe fpiritual {ucceed, he means in compa- | 


rifon.of thatit was:under the Law. 

The Realon why the Pharifees {corned at Chrift 
preaching againft fecking the things of the world, 
Luke 16. 14. was, becaufe the promifes were fo large 
for temporal things. Wherefore when Chrift. would 
| teach-them notto {eek thofe which they conceived 
the chief bleffings of God contained in the promifes, 
they deride him;hence ‘Chrift tells them ver. 16.T he 
Law and the Prophets were till Jobn,till then the pro- 
mifes ran much upontemporal things, but now the 
| Kingdom of heaven {uffers violence, there is now an- 
| other maner of kingdom revealed, fought after in 
another way then ever formerly. I dare appeal to thy 
| conf{cience, whofoever thou art; canft thou think 
otherwife in thy confcience , but that thofe who 
walk clofe with God,fubjecting their hearts and lives 
| unto his fear, muft be moft beloved of him? they 

muft needs be nearer that eternal good, and foun- 
tain 
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tain of all happinefs, then vile wretched finners, who | Cap.7- 
walk according to their lufts, who are vile and abo- 
minable in their ways. When thou feeft Gods peo- 
ple to be fo low, fo diftrefled, fo afficted,either thou 
muft be convinced ftrongly that there is a time, 
wherein all fhall be called over again, or elfe thou art 
an Atheift, God will convince thee another day by 
this argument, Did you not fee what were the ways 
of my providence towards my people? Might you 
not have gathered from thence, thatthere was ano- 
ther time a coming ¢ 
Fourthly, Learn we hence to judge wilely of the 
poor, of the afflicted, and perfecuted. Pfalw qt. 1. 
Far be it from us to think they are forfaken of God : 
let usnot be offended at Religion, becaufe troubles 
follow the profeffion of it; the blefling thar comes 
by profeflion of the truth, confifts not in fuch a peace 
as frees from trouble, but in giving peace and reft |?#ce ru 
to the foul in the middeft of troubles. Luther hath ts I 


an excellent fpeech for this inone of his Epiftles ad fed prapo- 
T onitorem, h ema 
You feek and affe&t peace , but prepofteroufly, fnundzs 
fuch as the worlds peace, not Chrifts, who gives |! rque 
peace inthe middeft of troubles, ashe faith, Rule feao 
thou in the middeft of thine Enemies. Now the caule \chrijizs | 
of the Church calls for a wife judging: How ma- |2% A 
ny carnal people are ready toithink that Popery is ra- |i in neli 
ther the truth, and that the Religion of Proteftants poa ntiz | 
is not right , becaule:Godihathiof late years fo P77" 
grievoufly afflicted his Church è What, would God |rerraioni 
fufierhis own people (fay they) his own truth thus pni aida 
to beibeaten down? As they formerly fid of Chrift, |i me tio. 
Let him fave him, feeing he delighted in him, {o jmiicri 
E > if LlOruma. 


eea e eran tone aenmeneeee 
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Cap.7. | if God delighted inthis way, furely he would have 
faved it, he would not have fuffered oppofition fo far 
to have prevailed againft the profeflors of it. Iris no 
argument that Chrift is notin the fhip, becaufe tem- 
peftsand forms arife. It is no argument that our 
caufe is not Gods, that Chrift is not with us, ‘becaufe 
of our afflictions, it may be we have not awaken- 
ed him by our prayers, we are not yet fit to enjoy the 

weetnels of a calm. i 

Salvian was fain to write a whole Treatife, above 
eleven hundred years ago, to anfwer this argument | 
that men had againft the people of God,and the pro- 
feffion of the Gofpel. Turks judge all things accord- 
ing to outward fuccefs, and fo did the heathens of 
old. We read of Brutus, being overcome by Aztho- 
dusab | wy, he cryes out, Whatfoever things are difputed con- 
Anionio | cerning vertue, are but meer toys and fancies , for for- 
puacangue| tHMC rules in all humane things : but it befeems not 
devirme | Chriftians to judge by this rule. Clemens Alexandri- 
Ooms nus cites Plato, expreffing himfelf rhus, Although a 
nugas quis] righteous man be tormented, although his eyes be dig- 
ortunade | ged out, yet he remains a bleffed man. Let none judge 
worfe of himfelf meerly becaufe of afflictions: before 
mans. | you were of the world, it may be you profpered, it 
Clemens | {hined upon you; but now fince you have given your 
Stzom.).4., name to Chrift, many troubles and afflictions follow. 
p-49s- | you: this isno other but that hath been, is, will be 
the eftate of Gods people in this life: we muft not 
draw ill confequences from,or make ill conftructions 
of our affictions, for this is to charge God foolifhly, 
which Fob did not,Chap.1.22. There are {fome kinde 
of fufferings that a man meets with,that have a kinde 
of {weet feal of God with them, even in the ioe of 
fuffer= 
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fuffering, by which aman is more confirmed in his | Cap.7. 
way to be from God, then ever he was before. 

Fifthly, what fhall become then of ungodly and 
_ | wicked men? Thus Saint Peter argues, 1. Epift. 4.17, 

18. Indgement muft begin at the honfe of God and if it 
firft begin at usywhat hall the end.of them be;that obey 
not the Gojpel of God 2 If ithe righteous fcarcely be 
faved, where fhall the ungodly and finners appear ? If 
it be done thus to the green tree, what fhall be done 
tothe dry e Behold, they whofe judgement was not to 
drink of the cup, have affuredly drunken, and art tbou 
he that fhall go altogether unpunifhed? thou fhalt not go 
unpunifhed ; but thou fhalt affuredly drink of it,Ter.49. 
12. Certainly there is fhame and confufion for you, 
there are tortures prepared for you. You heard what 
the Martyrs-have {uffered, but all that is nothing to 
the leaft-{park of Gods revenging wrath, when it is 
mingled with hatred. 

That is a fearful expreffion that we have, Pfal. 35. 
6. Let their way be flippery, and the angel of the Lord 
perfecuting them, It is amore fearful thing to have 
the Angel of the Lord perfecute, then'to be perfecu- 
ted by mez; but how fearful a thing is it, when God 
himfelf, that infinite Deity, when he. perfecutes a 
man? when Divine juftice follows a man from one 
place to another and perfecutes him 2. You look up- 
on thofe poor defpifed mifufed Servants of God, and 
you think vilely of them; let thofe {pectacles ftrike 
terror into your hearts every time you fee them ! O 
what is referved for me then? , ;- > 

Sixthly, if this be the, ufual eftate of Gods peo- 
ple, let.us learn then to prepare for afflictions before 
they come; although we have :efcaped many 
F3 years 
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Cap.7. | years, yet we may be called to {uch an eftate at laft. 


Efay 10. 
3° 


Polycarpus efcaped till he was fourfcore and fix years 
old, and then he was called to Martyrdom.In the firft 
ten perfecutions in the primitive times, the Chriftians 
in England efcaped all the nine, although the Gofpel 
not many years after Chrift was profeffed in Eng- 
land, yer the teath and laft periecution fell heavy 
upon chem. falinn Cafar efcaped fifty feveral bartels, 
in which he was perfonally prefent, and yet at laft in 
the Senate houfe, he was unexpectedly murthered. 
Now all is well with you, lay up for times of trou- 
ble: this is a gathering time, that will be a {pending 
time; know that that which will ferve turn #ow, will 
not ferve turn then : many are not able to hold out 
now, what will they do then? O what will you do 
inthe day of your vifitation? Fer. 12. 5. If the 
footmen have wearied thee, how canft thou contend 
with horfes ? and if in the land of peace how wilt thou 
do inthe (welling of Fordan ? We read of Polycar- 
pws, that as he lay in his bed , he faw in a vifion 
the bed fet on fire under his head, forewarning him 
of his Martyrdom; we in our eafe fhould ferioufly 
think of our fufferings, now while Sun-fhine days of 
peace continue, we fhould confider of the days of 
darknefs which may be many. Oftentimes we are 
thinking of,and feeking after great things, when we 
fhould be preparing for fuffering hard things : as Mat. 
20.20. when Chrift had been {peaking to prepare for 
fufferings , Zebedees children moft unfeafonably 
come, {eeking for the higheft places in his kingdom. 
This was the fault of Baruc, Fer. 45. when God was 
bringing fore and grievous afflictions to his people, 
he was feeking great things for himfelf. 


CHAP. 
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Cuar., VIII. 
Eleven Rules for preparation to fuffer afflictions. 


never be removedzalthough you know notwhat 
particular atlictions fhall befal you, yet make | 
anaccount, that anafflisted condition willbe your 
portion : according to that of the Apoftle, Ads 20. 
22,23. Andnow I goboundin the fpirit unto Feru- 
falem , not knowing the things that fhall befal me 
there , fave that the holy Ghoft witneffeth in every ci- 
ty, faying, that bonds and afflictions abide me. Iris 
our wifdom thus to make an account of affitions, 
that when they come, they may be. no other then 
were expected before. Asis reported of Anaxagoras, 
that when news came to him of the death of his S07, 
and it was thought he would have been much trou- 
bled at it; he anfwered, J begat him mortal : fo when 
any troubles befal us, we fhould entertain them with 
thefe thoughts,J knew my condition was to be an affi- 
éted condition, I entred upon the ways of godlines up- 
on thefe terms,to be willing to be in an afflicted con- 
dition , this is Gods ordinary way towards his peo- 
ple, itis Gods mercy, it is no worfe, I expect yet 
greater tryals then thefe. | 
Ifwe make ufe of che Scriptures,foretelling troubles 
beforehand, we cannot for fhame complain, when 
we meet with thofe we acknowledge we were fore- 
toldof. Itis a good expreffion Auguftine hath, in 
one of his Epiftles to Victorianus, We muft not be | 
fo contrary to our felves, as to believe what we read, 
{and yet to complain when the fame things are fulfil- 
F4 led. | 


Ee make account of them, do not fay, T /hall 
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* Quealit| the crofs pinch: things puft up with wind,break when 
diu paticu-) they come to the fire, to thofe who are puft up, and 


A Sixfold) h uaithi Agere amen aire 

Henyed. ‘Secondly, : felf-counfels, and felf-reafonings, muft 

1. |be denyed, we muft take heed of conferring 

2. {with flefhand blood: as it was the care of Saint 
Paul, Gal. 1. 16. immediately I conferred not with 
flefh and blood, if he had begun to do it,he had been 
in danger. 2 

2 Thirdly, felf-excellencies, our parts, our privi- 

ledges, our credits and all thofe things that are great 

in our own eyes, and that make us great in the eyes 

of theworld.: —. s, 

4. Fourthly ,- felf-will : We muft not think it fo 
grievous a thing to have our wills croffed, we muft 
notexpectto have our conditions brought to in 

wills, 
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a | L, 
wills, and therefore it is our wifdom , whatfoever | Cap-8. 


our condition be, that we bring our wills unto them. 
As it is reported of Socrates , that when the Ty- 
rant threatned death unto him, he anfwered , He 
was willing : nay then, fays he, You fhall live a- 
gainft your will; he aniwers again, Nay whatfoe- 
ver you do with me, it fhall be my will : How much 
more ought Chriftians to have their wills bow to 
the holy and bleffed wil of God in every thing ¢ the 
providence of God difcovers his will , as well as his 
word. 

Fifthly, felf-comforts : Thofe who give liberty to 
themfelves , to fatisfie themfelves to the utmoft, al- 
though in lawful comforts, will be unfit to fuffer 
hardfhip when God fhall call thereunto. Tertullian 


hath fuch an expreffion in his Treatife de cultu femi- |" 


narum , I fcar that neck that is ufed to pearl chains, 
thatit will not give it felf to the fword. 


Sixthly, felf-ends muft be denied; we muft aim at |, 


God, and not at our felves, in all our ways, and then 


how eafie will it be for us to bear croffes, confider- |f 


ing that Gods ends dogoon, though our ends be 
crofled ¢ 

Thirdly , be fure to lay a good foundation, ina 
through work of humiliation : the more thou art 
willing to bear Gods hand in the work of humilia- 
tion for fin , the lighter will all the burthens of afi- 
Ctions be unto thee ; the feed that fell upon the (tony 
ground withered; and although for a while it was re- 
ceived with joy, yet when tribulation and perfecution 
arifeth, by and by he is offended, Mat. 13.21. Mark 
the expreffion of the Holy Ghoft there , by and by, he 
is prefently offended , and all becaufe there a r 

_ dept 
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I. 
Decp hu- 
miliition 
frs us to 
endure 
great afli- 
ctions. 


t3 
a) 


miliation. We read, “é#s 9. 16. that God would 
fhew S. Paul, what great things he muft fuffer for 
his Names fake: and how did God prepare his heart? 
You fhal finde in-the former part of the Chapter,that 
God {mote him down to the ground, his heart was 
{mote lower then his body; he comes trembling and 
aftonithed before the Lord , faying , Lord, what wilt 
thou have me todo? He was three days without fight, 
and neither did eat nor drink; this wasa great pre- 
paration of his heart, to thofe great things he fuffer- 
ed afterwards. You think the burthens of afflictions 
great, becaufe you never felt what the weight and 
burthen of fin meant, I dare pawn my life for that 
foul, who conftantly exercifeth it {elf in the work of 
humiliation for fin, who burthens it felf with the 
weight of its fins,and is willing to lie under it, for the 
further breaking of {pirit , that it fhall be able to en- 
dure croffes, and ftand under {trong afflictions, and 
this muft needs be fo, 

Firft, becaufe the foul is acquainted with the fenfe 
of anevil, infinitely greater then any evil it can meet 
withal in afflictions, the fenfe whereof muft needs 
fwallow up the fenfe of leffer evils: as thofe who 
are acquainted with the pains of the ftone, and ftran- 
gury, and other dreadful difeafes , account leffer 
pains (which yet are very grievous unto others) as 
nothing. 

Secondly, a foul exercifed in the work of humilia- 
tion, by it is put under the power of Gods foveraign- 
ty, dreadful authority , and infinite majefty : it is not 
man that can terrifie that foul from duty,that lies un- 
der the power of thefe. 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly , this burthen of fin, felt in the work of | Cap.8. 


humiliation , mortifies thofe inward lufts, puls down 
the ftrength of them , which are fo ready to rife a- 
gainft, and withdraw the heart from the truths , and 
ways of God. 

Fourthly, this foul knows how dear comfortis, if 
it hath any comfort , it coft dear before it was got, 
and therefore it will not eafily be parted withal. 
. Fiftly where confcience by this is throughly woun- 
ded, and deeply ftruck , it cannot eafily gather any 
fuch film upon it, as not to remain tender, but it foon 
feels the évil, yeait is fenfible of the danger of the 
leaft fin, ` 

Sixthly, if ever God hath manifefted any love in 
Chrift unto it, the fouls love to God and Chrift muft 
needs be exceeding great. 

Fourthly, be careful to preferve your inward peace, 
your peace with God, and your own conf{cience : If 
vapours be not got into the earth, and ftir not there, 
they are not all the ftorms and tempefts abroad that 
can make an. earthquake; but if vapours be within, 
and work there , an earthquake is caufed : fo where 
there is peace within, all troubles and oppofitions 
without , cannot fhake the heart; butif there be no 
peace within, every little thing troubles the {pirit : 
terrours without, and terrours within , both are very 
hard, Be not thon a terrour to me, O Lord,lays Fere- 
my, chap. 17.17. for thou art my hope inthe day of 
evil. J care not though all the world bea terrour to 
me, fo be it thou beeft nota terrour; if I have peace 
with thee, it isenough, what ever evil befal me: Oh 
therefore maintain , and keep this peace above all, it 
is no matter whether you have peace or no with the 
world, 
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world, fobeit you have the peace of the Gofpelin 
your hearts : it is one [pecial part of that {piritual ar- 
mory we read of, Ephef. 6. to be fhod with the 
preparation of the Gofpel of peace: thavis, that blef- 
fed peace of the Gofpel, which isa ftrong prepara- 
tion to endure any troubles or’afflictions that Chri- 
ftians meet withal :,the reafon of that phrafe to be 
fhod, isthis, becaufe we are to go amongft briars 
and thorns , in our way to Heaven; -we are to meet 
with many hard things we are to pafs through there- 
fore we had need be well fhod; if aman be norfo, he 
wil lbe as one that goes upon fharp flints -bare-foot, 
or a mongft thorns , or bufhes, fo that the blood tri-, 
cles down his feet every ftep he takes , furely fuch a 
man cannot hold outlong; thus itis with the foul 
that is not fenced with the Gofpel of peace : Be 
careful in nothing , let not your {pirits be divided 
(for fo isthe word ) Phil. 4.6,7. And the peace of 
God which paffeth all underftanding , hall keep. your 
hearts and mindes,the word is,fhaH guard your hearts: 
affiictions and troubles are as enemies , compaffing 
us about , but the peace of God: guards our hearts 
from the evil- of them‘: this enables Gods chil- 
dren , though not. in the letter, yet in fome fort to 
tread upon the Adder and Afp., to fhake off Vipers, 
and receive no hurt. Having peace with God we glory 
in tribulations, we are not onely patient.under them, 
but we glory in them ; How were the fpirits of thofe 
blefled Martyrs ,we read,and hear fo much of, ftreng- 
thened with this bleffed peace of the Gofpel ¢: 
-Take heed therefore , that you never maintain 
peace with any fin. Great peace have they that love 
thy Law, and nothing fhall offend them,P{al.119.165. 
l h 
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Oh, how many of you have broke your peace with | Cap.8. 


God ! at leaft the comfort of it is exceedingly dark- 
ned : you would fain have outward cafe, and peace, 
but you have neglected the comforts of this peace, 
and that is the reafon you have no ftrength, to fuffer 
any thing forthe truth, Nehem. 8.10. The joy of the 
Lord ts your ftrength, that joy that comes from this 
inward peace , but where this is not, there is nothing 
to fiveeten forrows, and therefore they muft needs be 


very bitter. That time therefore that God gives you | 


yet refpite from athictions , let it be {pent in making 
up your peace more with God then ever, and getting 
clearer evidence , and fenfe of his love. Ifever you 
knew what peace with God meant, I appeal unto you, 
when at any time, the fenfe of it hath enlarged your 
hearts with joy; whether then , have you‘not found 
your felves willing to fuffer any thing for God? you 
could then go through fire, and water, your {pirits 
could triumph with the Apoftle, I am per{waded that 
neither life, nor death, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things prefent nor things to come, fhal ever be able 
to feperate me fromthe love of Godin Chrif Fefus. 

Fifthly, labour to fee more into the fulnefs of all 
good in God : the Lord told Abraham , that he was 
God all- fuf ficient , as the onely means to ftrengthen 
him, againft whatfoever evils he was like to meet 
withal. Labour to have the infight into Gods fulnefs, 
in thefe three particulars. 

Firft , look at all the excellency, beauty, comfort, 
and good in the creature , and know that it isall in 
him, in a moft eminent and glorious maner. There 
is no good in the effect, but the caufes together have 
itin tħem : now God is the firft caufe , and fo all 
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Ze 


good muft needs be in him. 

Secondly,all poflible good is in the Lord, thatis, 
as there is no actual good , but is for the prefent in 
him ; fo there can be none, but itis in him already ; 
there is {fuch fulnefs of good in him, that itis impof- 
fible that there fhould be any good added to him in 
the leaft degree. 

Thirdly, look at God as taking infinite delight in 
communicating himfelf , in letting out his goodnefs 
to his creature, let God be feen thus , and let thefe 
three meditations of the fulnefs of good in God, be 
wrought upon the heart, and they will mightily fup- 
port the {pirit in all afflictions : for what is the lofs 
of any thing to me, when I fee where I can have it 
made up? what is any bitternefs, when I fee fuch in- 
finite fweetnefs to {weeten all. When tempefts come 
upon Mariners, and they be innarrowfeas, where 
they want fea-room,there is danger, but if they have 
fea-room enough, there is no fear. Thus if weare 
acquainted with the infinite fulnefs of good in God, 
we fhould fee our felves fafe in the midft of all tem- 
pefts, we fhould feel our f{pirits quiet under the foreft 
affictions. | 

Sixthly : A fixt preparation, for the bearing further 


-crofles, isan humble cheerful bearing of prefert afi- 


&ions, and an humble fubmit ing to the prefent con- 
dition : That foul that is willing to yield to God in 
the prefent condition , God will fitit for the future : 
many caft about intheir thoughts what they fhall do 
hereafter, if troubles fhould befal them , and yet in 
the mean time.they neglect the duties of their prefent 
condition. Go on therefore humbly, and patiently 

in 


‘linthe performance of the duties that God calls #ow | Cap.8. 


for, and they will prepare you for whatfoever duties 
hall be required of you hereafter : there is no good 
to be expected from any in anew condition, who are 
not careful to perform the duties of the prefent : ma- 
ny are ready to promife , When we fhall be infucha 
condition, then we will do thusor thus ; but what 
do you in your prefent? never think to be able to 
fuffer,if God call youto a new condition,if you can- 
not be patient under the troubles you meet with 
now, efpecially when thefe troubles are {mall and 
petty , in comparifon of thofe you are liketo meet 
withal. M" Bilwey the Martyr ufed to put his finger 
into the candle, to prepare him for the burning of his 
whole body, A patient bearing of lefs troubles for 
the prefent , will prepare the heart for the bearing of 
greater afterwards. 

Seventhly , enjoy all your comforts of profperity 
jas from God, and Godinthem, and them all for 
God. » 

Firft , from God: therefore whatfoever he takes 
| away,it is but his own; and what are we, that we muft 
always have comfort,and content, who are poor beg- 
gerly creatures, who have nothing of our own? 

Secondly , enjoy Godin all : the enjoyment of 
God inall, isamyftery the world is not acquainted 
with, onely a gracious heart knows what it is; it looks 
at all creatures but as the pipe of conveyance, the 
{weet , and comfort, and bleffing, is God inthem, 
therefore in any affliction that befals, fo long as God 
may be enjoyed , the comfort, and feet, and blef- 
| fing of all isnot loft, although the creature be loft. 
Thirdly, all for God : Why then fhauld nor r 
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Car.8. | have the glory of all his own way? We in the general 
acknowledge God fhould have glory from all that 
we are or have , but we would have him have it our 
way, fo as may ftand with our eafe,with our liberties, 
peace,and ends : but God muft have the honor of all, 
that way that is good in his own eye. 

‘And againe, if all we have be for God, then 

. | when he is honored by any thing we do enjoy, it 

“| hath its end and perfection : a comfort is then the 

moft perfect comfort, when God hath the glory of it, 
when it is refigned to him, either in a way of fervice, 
or fuffering, as he calls for it. 

Arid laftly , if our comforts be enjoyed for God, 
then our hearts are not let out to any of them, further 
then leads usto God; andif fo, then when God 
calls for the parting with them, ina fuffering way,the 
enjoyment of them cannot lead to God any further, 
but would draw off the {pirit from God; and there- 
fore fuch a heart is willing now to part with them, it 
is not gr evous to it to leave them, becaufe the excel- 
Jency of them is not now in the enjoyment of them, 
but in the parting with them. 

8. Eighthly, be often renewing your refignations of 
all unto God , and your covenant with him, to be at 
his difpofe, that fo when any trouble comes at any 
time, this refignation of heart, and renewal of cove- 
nant, may be frefh upon your fpirits: the foul vill be 
ready to tuffer much, if it be called to it, when an a- 
ctual refignation,and renewing of covenant hath been 
alittle before , and the power of it is now frefh upon 
the heart: fometimes immediately after a day of fo- 
lemn humiliation, where this hath been, the foul 
thinks then it could do or fuffer any thing; bi p 
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littleitime,, except this be renewed'again, the heart | Cap.8. 


grows droffie, and cleaves to prefent things, and 
mingles it felf with them : the often renewing of this, 
keeps the heart very loofe from the creatures a thing 
that hangs loofe from another, may {oon be taken off 
from it, butif it cleaves to it, itis not taken off with- 
out difficulty,it oftner rénds in the taking off: thus it 
is when the heart cleaves to any creature-content. 
- Ninthly,lay up provifion againft an evil day: There 
is athreefold provifion.we fhould treafure up to pre- 
pare us for our affictions ; AS aie Mo” a 
Firft, treafure up the confolations of God that he 
affords upon occafion,that at any time you feel in the 
performance of duties, inthe exercifes of graces, in 
the ufe of. Ordinances. ne) oe inet T 
Secondly, treafure up the experiences of Gods 
ways towards you, and his gracious dealings with 
you in former ftraights. e 
Thirdly,treafure up fowl-(upporting ,foul-quickning, 
foul-reviving, foul-comforting promifes, and that 
of feveral kindes, futable to feveral afflictions,. for. 
thou knoweft not what kinde of afflictions thou may- 
eft meet with. 
Tenthly, labor much to ftrengthen every grace, it 
is ftrong grace thatis fuffering grace: a {trong wing 
will fye againft the wind : as itis faid of the horfe, 
Fob 3g. becaufe he hath ftrength, he mocketh at fear, 
and is not affrighted, neither turneth he back for the 
fword, ver.22. A candle will hold light in the houfe, 
but if we go. abroad vin; tle. air, there is need of a 
torch, there.muft-be a ftronger light there,weak: grace. 
may ferve turn to uphold usi now, but. in time 
of afflictions it had need be ftrong, alittle grace will 
G foon 
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Cap.8. | foon be {pent then, as a candle is foon fpent, when it 
i ftands in the wind. 

Laftly, fet much before you the example of Chrift 

and Gods people, who have endured very hard 
things. Inthe example of Chrift, confider, firft, 
who it was that fuffered: the Son of God, who was 
God bleffed for ever, the glory of the Father, when 
we fuffer, bafe worms worthy to be trodden under 
foot,” fuffer. ; 
-. Secondly, -what he fuffered : even the wrath of 
God, and the curfe of the Law, he was made a 
curfe in the abftract as the Scripture fpeaks, which 
was another maner of thing, then any of our af- 
fictions. , 

Thirdly, for whom he fuffered: it was for us vile 
worms, wretched finful creatures, who were enemies 
tohim: we fuffer for God, who is infinitely bleffed,, 
‘to whom we owe all we are or have. 

Fourthly, how freely he fuffered : it was of his own 
accord, his own free grace moved him to it, he laid 
down hislife, none could take it from him: it is not 
‘inour liberty, whether we will fuffer or no, we are un- 
der the power of another. 

Fifthly, how meekly he fuffered: he was as a fheep 
before the hearer, his fuffering no way difquicted his 
pane it kept in a {weet quiet frame in the middeft 
i=} OF all. 

Sixthly, confider how his ftrength is with you in. 
z | your fufferings. 

“| And laftly, how heis-honored in them: He ftrives 
with: us in the combate’; he joyns with us in the 
-| ight of our agony; he crowns and is crowned, fays 
Cyprian. 
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Bernard would have us never to let goout of our | Cap.8. | 
mindes, the thoughts of a crucified Chrift, Let the/e i 
fays he, be meat and drink unto you, \ecthem be your 
{weernefs and confolation, your honey and your de- 
fire, your reading and your meditation, your con- 
templation,your life, death and refurrection : Would 
you learn obedience would you learn contempt of 
honors ¢ would you fee the higheft patience ¢ fet a 
fuffering Chrift before you: Surews reports of a no- 
ble Earl E/X eariws, when his wife wondred at his ex- 
ceeding patience under fore afflictions, he anfwers 
her thus, What good will it be to be angry and im- 

atient? certainly noneatall: but I will open my 

eart unto yous you know fometimes my heart is 
ready to rife with indignation againft fuch ‘as wrong |N 
me, but I prefently turn me to the thoughts of the |dum fentiri 
wrongs offered to Chrift, and I fay thus to my felf, |g 
defiring to imitate him Although my fervants fhould |4verfas in 
pull my beard, and ftrike me on the face, thefe were |feftantes 
nothing to thofe which thy Lord fuffered, he fuffered lg 
more and greater things; and know affuredly, fays jiilico me 
he to his wife,I never leave off thinking of the wrongs |¢"¥¢r's a 
my Savior endured, till my minde be ftill and quier. Fieve í 
He that is afraid to fuffer, cannot be his difciple who \chrifio il- 
fuffered [o much, fays Tertullian*. a ie 

Certainly the example of Chrift, in humbling heun nite 
himfelf to fuffer fo much for us, fhould be migh- |7} cupiens, 
tily prevalent with us; if he emptyed himfelf fo 


Etiam fi 
famuli tui, 
barbam 
tuam convellercnt, € colaphos sibi impingercnt, nibil hoc totum cffet pre illis que Di-, 
minus tuus CP plura (3 majora perpeffus eft 5 ccrteg, habeas (conjux mez) me nunquam 
ceffare à commemorandis injuriis Satvatoris mei donec animus meus plane fit tranquillys, 
In vita cjus, c. 23. apud Surium To. 5. * Non pote qui pati timet, ejus 
cffe qui pafus cft. Tertul, de fuga in perfecut. 
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Cap.8.| much, to become the Son of man, how much 
more fhould we be willing to empty our felves, that 
we may be the Sons of God ? Worthy is the Lamb 
that was flain, he is worthy of all honor from us, 
who being Lord of all, was content to be in the form 
of a fervant,to fuffer for us,and how can we exprefs 
our honoring of him, our refpeét to him, better then 
in being to fuffer for him ¢ I have read of a Roman 
fervant, who knowing his Mafter was fought for by 
officers to be put to death, he put himfelf into his ma- 
fters cloaths, that he might be taken for him, and fo 
he was,and was put to:death for him : whereupon his 
mafter in memory of his thankfulnefs to him,and ho- 
nor of him, erected a brazen ftatue. Chrift who was 
not a fervant,but our Lord, yet when he faw we were 
like to dye, he took upon him the form of a fervant, 
he came in ourlikenefs, that he might dye for us, and 
he dyed; he requires not us to erect up brazen ftatues 
in memory of him,in honor to him, but that we fhould 
be willing to fuffer for him, when he calls us thereun- 
to; let-not us put.off the cloaths of our Chriftian pro- 
feffion; that we may avoid fufferings for him (as ma- 
ny do)'who put on the cloaths of our humanity, yea 

of our fervility, that he might fuffer for us. 
The bet | The example of thefervants of God inall times, 
of Sains |fuffering in his caufe, is likewife a f{pecial help 
in futer- | CO US in our way of fuffering : Let us warm our 
ings. | hearts often at the meditation of the fiery tryal 
of the Martyrs, Confider, what precious choyce- 
fpirited men they were , how holy, heavenly, fpi- 
ritual, what fervice they-did for God, and yet that 
they fhould fuffer fuch hard: things as they did, 
what are we incomparifon of them? Chryfoftom in 
La an 
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an Oration upon two famous Martyrs, raifing their 
honor, and {peaking how the worthies of God in for- 
mer times endured hard things, How isit, fays he, 
that thou, 6 Chriftian, muft be fo delicate, a Soldier 
fo dainty ? canft thou overcome without fight, tri- 
umph without combate ¢ And in his Sermons upon 
the Colofsions, Remember the chains of Pawl, and 
confider what an abfurd thing itis, that he fhould be 
in bonds, and you fhould live delicioufly : Does the 
defire of plealures: take ? remember the Prifon of 
Paul + Wouldeft thou be cloathed in filks ? remem- 
ber Pauls chains, and filken cloaths will be more vile 
to thee then filthy rags : Wouldeft thou be adorned 
with gold e remember Pauls chains, and they will 
fhew you that fuch ornaments are no better then the 
dirt under your feet : Would you be beautiful with 


your hair? think of the filth of che. deformity of 
Paulin the Prifon, and thy heart will rife with indig- |; 


nation againft {uch beauty, and will account it ex- 
tream deformity: What, would you have fiweet 
oyntments ? confider of his tears. ° 

I have read of Phocton an cAthenian Captain, 
when he was condemned to death by his ungrate- 
ful Countrey, he faw one Tudippus condemned to 
the fame death , but very fearful, he comforts him 
with thefe words , * Is it not enough forthee, Tu- 


Qa 


dippus,that thou art to dye with Phocion? fo we may | 
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indumenta fatulentis panniculis abjctiora: velles aurcis indumentis amiciri ? recorda- 
re vinculorum Pauli, € offendent tibi nibil iKa coeno protrizo mclius habcre: vis orna- 
ri capillis formofaġ videri ? confidera fqualorem Pauli in carcere, ey accenderis erga 
illam pulchritudinem, bancg, extremam deformitatem cffe putabis : vis odoramenta? (0 
opts illius lacrymas. Chryfoft. Hom. 12.10 Coloff, * Non sibi fatis eff 
Tudippe cum Phocione mori ? 
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Cap.9. | fay to our own hearts, Is it not enough for us, that 
we have fuch acloud of witneffes, {uch a noble Ar- 
my of Martyrs before us and with us 2 be not there- 
fore fo afraid of the ways of God, becaufe of affi- 
étions, as thou haft been, but fubmit thy felf to God 
in this way of his. a" 
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Duties required of us when God calls us to an afflicted 
condition. 


ple mutt be in an afflicted eftate in this world, 
when God calls us to fuffer afflictions, let us 
know there are three duties required of us. 

Firft, that we be willing to yieldto Gods call, 
to come under that condition he hath appointed us 
unto. 

Secondly, that we behave our felves Chriftianly 
with all humble fubmiffion, patience, contentednefs, 
in this condition. | 

Thirdly, that we labor to improve our affliction 
that {hall be layed upon us. 

r, | 'Forthe firft, when our crofs comes, we muft be 
The crofs| willing to take it up freely, and readily to fubmit un- 
should te | eo it. It was the honor of the three children in Da- 
fubmitted | ~~, F : . r 
to zead:ly.| 24€}, that they yielded their bodies to thofe fiery 

flames they were caft into, Daz, 3.28. Let us not 
feck to put off fufferings by diftinétions; certainly the 
beft policy in dangerous times, is the greateft purity. 
The Lacedemonians were wont to fay, tis a fhamefor 


any 


a aes ET apm RS nS SSS SiS SBS SS an 


S Eeing God hath fo ordered things,that his peo- 


[Moses bis Chu 


o sEs his Choice. 


any mat to flye, in timeof danger, but fora Lace- 
demonian, itis a fhame for him to deliberate - How 
much more truly may this be faid of a Chriftian, 
when God calls him to fuffer? he fhould be fuch are- 
folved man beforehand,that it fhould be a fhame now 

for him even to deliberate. we | 
It is afgument cnorgh for a Chriftian to faffer 
any thing, becaufe it is the will of God, out of bare 
fubmiffion to God , but when itis not onely fo, but 
in the caufe of God, in witnefS to his truth, in vin- 
dicating "his honor; this call to fuffer comes with 
ftrength ‘indeed: it is unworthy of a Chiiftian, 
once to deliberate the avoyding of this, How much 
better is it, to fuffer alittle to prevent afin, and fo 
prevent Gods wrath, then by avoyding fufferings to 
fall into fin, which being once committed, Gods 
wrath incenfed by it cannot be pacified, though we 
fhould be willing to {uffera thoufand times as much. 
Our condition is fuch, that we muft {uffer one way 
or another, while we live here; Is it not better then 
tofuffer for God then any other way? This was 
Chryfoftoms argument in his Sermons upon the 
2 Cor. chap. 12. Sermon 26. If you fuffer not for 
Religion, you will fuffer for fore other unprofitable 
light caufe: Seeing then, fays he, we following this 
or the other courfe of lite, we muft fuffer affixction, 
why do we not choofe fucha fuffering, which with 
the affliction brings unfpeakable glory ? Certainly 
itis infinitely better to fnffer for Chrift, then for 
our fin. We read of Peace-offerings that were 
Offered, there might be oyl mixed, but not fo in 
Sin-offesings: in thofe atii@ions we endure for 
Chrift, we offer up our felves as Sacrifices of 
G 4 Peace- 


siquidem 
ein fi bac 
/atiore non 
«J izari, 
lta tamen 
-x caufa, 
"ug, iu uti- 


“yee 


gitur five 
runc frvctl- 
lina fec- 
nur VILA 
«tion, 
af fit iones 
"rpelt ne- 
fech, 
qitre htac 
non eligi- 
us que 
cum affli- 
tione in- 
MM CT as 
id jert C0- 
ronas ? 


88 | 


‘Moses his Choice. 


Cap.9. | Peace-offerings, and in them thereis joy, much oyl 
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of gladnefs is mixed in fuch offerings , but when we 
fuffer for our fins, there is no oyl of cladnefs mixed 
there; Let us take heed, that we be not found guilty 
before the Lord, whenthe fecrets of all hearts fhall 
be opened, of being fhy of the ways of Religion, 
becaufe of affliction; many when they fee they muft 
fuffer in thofe ways, although they be convinced of 
them, yet they are ready to fay with Auguftine, as. 
he confefles of himfelf, Ido not love to pafs through 
thofe [traits, it is too hard and narrowa way for them. 
If fuch thoughts work in thee at any time, take thefe 
confiderations, for the rebuking of thy felf, and the 
raifing of thy heart, to a more Chriftian magnani- 
mity of fpirit. ` o 

Firft, at what alow rate doeft thou prize the ways 
of God, the glory of God, that fuch and fuch more 
low comforts muft not be laid down for them, that 
fuch light afflictions muft not be endured for the 
maintenance of them ? 

Secondly, confider if Chrift had ftood upon fuch 
terms, as to have faid, I could be content indeed that 
thefe poor creatures might be delivered from mifery, 
but feeing fuch grievous evils muft be fuffered for 
their deliverance , let them perifh; Lam not willing 
to be their deliverer upon fuch hard terms; What had 
become of us, if Chrift had reafoned thus, if this ar- 
gument had prevailed with him againft us, as it pre- 
vails with us againft him. 

Thirdly, thou who art fo fhy of fuffering, mayeft 
be forced to fuffer in fpight of thy heart , and what 
a fad thing will that be to thee? Whata fad thing 
was it to Cranmer ? after he had recanted for fear of 

fufferings, 


———— 


Moses his Choice. 


89 


fufferings, yet he was forced to fuffer; what a dark- | Cap.9. 


ning was it to this fpirit, his caufe, and name? Mr. 
Fox relates of a Smith in King Edwards time, who 
was the means of converfion of a friend of his, who 
in Queen Maries time was caftinto prifon, where- 
upon he fends to this Sith, who had been the means 
of his converfion, wondring that he hears not of his 
apprehending and imprifonment, this Sith fends 
him word again, that it was true, that he had taught 
him fuch and fuch things, and thofe things were cer- 
tain truths, but for his part, Ae could not burn; but 
awhile after, the houfe of this Smith was on fire, and 
he was burnt init, God made him burn whether 
he would’ or no: and fo may he make you fuffer, 
whether you willor no, who refufe to {uffer for his 
truth, » 

Fourthly, whatfoever profperity thou enjoyeft when 
God calls thee to fuffer for him, is curfed unto thee, 
if thou blefleft thy felf in thy eftate, thy liberty, thy 
name, thy life that thou enjoyeft, having avoided 
the way of fuffering that God called thee unto, thou 
deceiveft thy felf,for there is no bleffing in them, they 
are all accuried unto thee. 

Fifthly, all duties of Religion that now thou per- 
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ceptedof God, thou muft not think now, having 
avoided{uffering forGods truth,that becaufe thou art 
willing to perform duties, to be diligent in fome fer- 
vice for God, that God now accepts of thee; No, 
it was another work that God cailed thee unto, a 
work of fuffering, feeing thou haft refufed this, do 


what thou canft, God cafts it as dung in thy face and 


ane. 


can 


formeft out of a fuffering condition, are not now ac- | 


regards it not; this isa fad condition, What joy | 
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can fuch a man have of his life, if he hath an enlight- 
ned confcience? 

Sixthly , what intolerable pride, and delicacy is 
this in thee, that thou wiltnot venter the lofs of 
any thing , the enduring of any thing for God , and 
his truth the leaft truth of God is worth more then 
heaven and earth, and what is thy eafe, thy /7erty, 
thy zame, thy life to it? Thou art tea delicate, O 
Chriftian, fays Tertullian, who mult have pleafure in 
this world. i 

Seventhly, How vile is the unbelief of thy heart, 
who dareft not truft God with thy name, eftate, li- 
berry? How canft thou trut God with thy foul, 
thy eternaleftatez How lightly doeft thou regard 
all the faithfulnefs , the mercy, goodnefs, wifdom, 
power of God, working for his people in their fuf- 
fering conditions? Of what little account are all 
thefe gracious bleffed promifes of the Lord, for their 
encouragement herein? thy bafe fhynels, and cow- 
ardife of fpirit is fuch, as if there were no God, 
no faithfulnefs , mercy , wifdom , power to help, 
as if there were no promife to fupport and relieve 
thee. 

Eighthly, there is a neceflity of thy mifcarrying in 
the ways of eternal life; forit God hath fo ordered 
things in his providence, as that fuch ways mutt be 
in ways of affliction , and thy heart cannot bear af- 
fliction , how is it poffible , but that thou muft needs 
mifcarry in them? It is awoeful thing, to havea 
mans heart oppofite to Gods order, in any thing,bur 
much more in things of infinite conlequence, if affli- 
étions be a block to thee in the way of life, you muft 
have this block. 


Ninthly, | 
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Ninthly , How little love is there in thine heart to 
God , when thou art fo {hy of any thing to be fuffe- 
red for God ? love rejoyces in fuftcring tor the belo- 
ved. The avoiding hell, and the getting Heaven, are 


no great things, fays Chryfoftome , where the love of 


God is : then furely the avoiding outward troubles, 
and the enjoyment of outward comforts, would 
be no great master tous, if the love of God were 
in us. 

Tenthly , Did you never fuffer affliction in your 
ways of fin ¢ and will you not now be willing to fuf- 
fer as much in the ways of God? Shall your fins have 
a greater teftimony of refpect to them from you, then 
God himfelf 2 Art thou nor confounded at the men- 
tion, the thought of fuch a thing’as this , fo unreafo- 
nable; fo vile ? 

Eleventhly, What honor fhould God have in the 
world? where wouldthere be any witnefs to truth, 
againft the rage and malice of devil and wicked men, 
if all fhould doas thou doeft 2 ‘If there be any Chri- 
ftian blood left in thee, if any pirit worthy of thy 
profeffion, be athamed of thy bafenefs this way, and 
be not fo thy of afflictions. 

Secondly, when thou art under afflictions, let there 
bean humble contented frame of {pirit , as befeems a 
Chriftian, feeing thou art now under an Ordinance 
of God; take heed of the feaft murmuring , repining 
again{t God, as if he were a hard Mafter , or as if his 
ways were hard and burthenfom , becaufe of the af- 
flictions thoumecteft withal : when thy {pirit begins 
any way to rife in fich workings , charge thy foul to 
be filent unto God ; itisa great fhame fora Chri- 


ftian, not to be well skilled in that art, inftructed in 
that 
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that myftery of Chriftian contentation. Say with 
thy Savior, Shall not I drink of that cup my Father 
hath given me to drink ? Itis Gods appointment, 
that his people fhould be in an athi¢ted eftate in this 
world; it isthe cupof my Father, and fhall noc I 
quietly, and contentedly drink of that cup? Now 
thou haft an opportunity to manifeft the powerand| 1 
excellency of thy grace, to fhew what thy grace can 
enable thee to do;ftrength of reafon wil go far, in qui- 
eting and calming of the heart under aftiictions , but 
grace furely, where it is true, will go farther. 
It is the moft unfeemly fight in the world, to fee 
a murmuring fretting Chriftian, if thy God,if Chrift, 
if Heaven were loft, it were not much to fee wringing 
of hands , and finking of heart but to fee this upon 
lofs of a few outward comforts, upon enduring of a 
few outward afflictions, this is a moft unfeemly,a vile 
and an abominable thing in thee. S. Auguftixe upon 
the 12. Pfalm , brings in God, rebuking a difconten- 
ted Chriftian, thus : W hatis thy faith e have I pro- 
mifed thee thefe things? what, wert thou made a 
Chriftian, that thou fhouldeft flourifh here in this 
_\world ¢ Well may God,and Confcience, and all the 
Saints , upbraid a murmuring fretting Chriftian, 
What didft thou expect in the entrance upon profef- 
fion of Chriftianity ¢ what was thy aime what, didft 
thou make account to live ateafe ? to have no trou- 
ble to the ef? Where there is not quiet of {pirit 
in paflive obedience,the fincerity of active obedience 
may be fufpected : How far art thou from rejoycing 
in tribulations , who haft not a quiet contented {pirit 
in tribulations ¢ 
I will not enlarge my {elf in this argument now, 
intend- 
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intending a Treatife by its felf of Chriftian conten-| Cap.9: 


tation :onely for the prefent take this one argument, 
which furely hath much ftrengthin it, to quiet the 
heart under any aiflition; Itis this, God is willing 
to accept of thy fervice,that thou tendreft up to him, 
though it be mixed with much fin, why fhouldft:not 
thou accept of his ways towards thee, though there 
be amixture of much affliction? The fin of our fet- 
vice fhould bea greater caufe for God to be difplea- 
fed with what comes from us, then the forrow and af- 
fiction that comes in the ways of. his providence, can 
be to caule us to be difpleafed with whe comes from 


him : that {urely is worfe that is mixed with fin ; then} _ 


that which is mixed with forrows yet as the one is ac- 
cepted by God.from.us , let then the other be acce- 
pted by us from God. T.j A 
Laftly, let us not onely be contented under Gods 
afflicting hand , but labour to thrive under it, to im- 
prove all our afflictions that befal us, Certainly there 
is a bleffing in every Ordinance of God , if we have 
wifdom and care to draw it forth, to make it our 
own ; and fo in this way of God towards his-people, 
it is indeed a gracious work, to get our hearts lye 
quietly under affliction , but it is too low a work for 
a Chriftian to reft there, he muft look. to improve 
every affliction for his advantage. By improving 
them we make our Benonies our Benjamins- that is, 
the fons of our forrow, the fons of our right hand, 
Although waters in the Sea be falt , yet if they be 
raifed up to the Heavens, and (ent down again, then 
they are fiveet; fo though afflictions be brackifh, 
yea brine-falt; yet a: {piricual heart'can fpiritua- 
lize them, and make them fiveer, and wholefom. 
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Affiidtions are great opportunities for fpiritual ad- 
vantage, if we have hearts to improve them, and the 
lofs of an affliction is a great lofs. S. Augujtine in his 
fecond book of the City of God, cries out againft 
fuch, who did not profit by Gods judgement ; You, 
fays he, have loft the profit of the calamity : he {peaks 
lof it asa great lofs to them, thatit was over , and 

they had got nothing by it : As it isa fign of great 
wickednefs , to turn blefsings into curfes; fo itisa 
fign of great grace, toturncurfes into bleffings. By 
this improvement we fhall not onely get water, but 
honey out of the rock.: 

But how fhould we improve afflictions ? 

Firft, be jealous of your felves, left it fhould pafs 
away unfanétified; be more afraid of the affliction /ea- 
ving of youthus , then of the continuing of it upon 

ou; and therefore, lay out your ftrength more for a 
fanctified ufe of it, then for deliverance from it. 

Secondly, labor to know Gods minde in your af- 
fliétions. The man of wifdom fees Gods name upon 
this rod, and underftands what God intends. Firft, 
whether he fends them for fin, or for other ends; and 
if for fin, for what particular. 

For the firft, it is true, God fends affliction fome- 
times for trial, and other ends, rather then for fin, yet 
it is fin that makes us capable of fuch a way of trial; 
were we not finful, God would not deal with us that 
way , he would bring about his purpofes by us fome 
other way , therefore it is good in all to be humbled 
for fin; you may be helped in the knowledge of Gods 
end. 

Firtt, if the affliction be extraordinary, and come 


inan extraordinary way , and upon examination you 
finde 
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finde your felf not guilty of any {pecial evil, befides 
daily incurfions, then you may comfortably hope, 
Gods intentions are not {pecially for fin,but for fome 
other end; fo it was in Fob and Fofeph. 

Secondly , you may know from the work of the 
affliction, which way it tends, and how God follows 
it, whether init God fettles not fin upon your heart, 
for humiliation, more then ordinary : or whether the 
work of Gods {pirit be not rather for the ftirring up 
of the exercife of fome other grace, for God in his 
dealings with his people, will work for the attaining 
the ends he aims at. 


Thirdly, much may be learned from the iffue of | 


an affliction, when God comes chiefly for trial, in 
the ifue his grace does much abound towards his fer- 
vants „asit did in Føfeph and in Fob, what honor 
was Fofeph advanced unto? and Fob had given him 
twice as much as he had before, chap.ult. ver.10. In 
all the land there were no women fo fair us the daugh- 
ters Iob, ver. 15. but when the afflictions is for fin, it 
doth not ufé to have fuch an iffue, it is well if the fin- 
ner may be reftored into fucha comfortable condi- 
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tion as he was in before : When David was afflicted |- 


for his fin , fome fears ftuck by him after his detive- 


rance, he {carce ever was brought into that comfort- | - 


able condition he was in before. 
But how may we finde out the particular fin ¢ 


uef. 


Firft , look what fins and affliĉtions the word hath Anfwv. 


coupled together; although every fin deferves all 


How to 


know the 


kinde of affliction , yetthe word joyns fome {pecial [particular 


correction , tofpecial tranfgreffions, as God forts fe- 


fin which 


cauferh our 


veral promifes to feveral graces fo he forts feveral af- |:rouble. 


AiGions to feveral fins. 
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Secondly, confider what fins and afflictions pro- 
vidence couples in refpect of fimilitude, God often 
ftamps the likenefs of the fin, upon the judgement, 
Indges 1.7,8. 

Thirdly, enquire at the mouth of God, by prayer 
and humiliation , as David did, 2 Sam, 21. and Fob 
cap.10.2. and thofe in Feremy, cap.16. 10,11. 

Fourthly, hearken to the voice of confcience, that 
is Gods officer in your foul, efpecially intime of af-, 
fiction, confcience will deal imparnallysand take this 
rule for your help herein, After much humiliation, 


and feeking of God , then liften to the voice ofcon- | 


{cience : for as it is with an Officer whom you would. 


have fearch the Records, if you would have him di- 
ligent indeed in the fearch,you muft give him his fee, 
elfe he will do the work but flightly : fo you muft 
give confcience, Gods Regifter, his fee, that is , let 
confcience have much prayer, and humiliation which 
it calls for,and then it will tell you Gods minde more 
fully. mea - ; 
Fifthly, confider what truths have been moft. pref- 
fed upon your hearts before the affliction , for affi- 
ctions do ufe to come as feals to inftructions , as 
Iob 33.16. A writing hath not that authority with it 
before it be fealed, as it hath after, but when the 
fealis {et on, then it comes with authority: : fo itis in 
regard of Gods inftructions; before , they did not 
come with power to your hearts, now God feals 
them,that they may prevail;and by confidering what 


| thofe inftructions were , you may be helped to finde 


out what God aims at in your afflictions. 
A third Rule is , when you have found out your 
‘fin, fir up your heart againft it with indignation : 


This 
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This is that which hath caufed me all this wo, that | C4p-9- 
hath brought all this trouble and fmart. As Aas 
21.28. the Fews took hold on Paul, crying, Men of 
Ifrael, help, This is the man , that teacheth every 
where again{t the people : So fhould we take hold on 
our fin, that we have found our,and cry to the Lord, 
Help, O Lord, this that fin that hath made the 
breach, this is that fin that hath been the caufe of fo 
much evil unto me. As we read of Antonius, after |-- 
fulius Cefar was mutthered, he brought forth his 
coat all bloody and cut, and laid it before the peo-' 
ple, Look here, fays he, you have your Emperors coat 
thus bloody and torn: whereupon the people were pré- 
fently in an uproar, and cryed out to flay thofe mur- 
therers, and they took their tables and ftools that 
were inthe place, and fer them on. fire; and ran to 
the houfes of thofe who had flain Cefar, and burnt’ 
them. Thus the looking upon our afflictions, and 
confidering what mifchief fin hath done us,our hearts 
fhould be raifed to flye upon our fin with indignati- 
on, and not to be fatisfied without the deftruction of |; 
that which would have deftroyed us. . / 
A fourth rule is, when God ftirs your heart in af- 
fliction, to promife and covenant reformation ; begin | 
the work while the affliction is upon you, do fome- |. 
thing zow prefently, do not put off all till yoube |; 
well, till you be recovered, and think then Iwilldo| ` 
it : there is much deceit of the heart this way, ma- 
ny mifcarry in their vows to God upon this ground, 
becaufe they put, off all till they be out of their af- 
fli¢tion, and by that time,the impreffion that was up- | 
on their fpirits is abated, their hearts are cooled, and 
fo the duty is neglected; wherefore do fomething 


prefently,) od 


Moses his Choice. 


Cap.9. prefently, and be always in doing, till that which is 


i, | ing diftilled into drops, then {weet 


vowed be fully performed. 
Fifthly, let every affliction drive you much to God 
in prayer. Js any man afflicted ? let him pray, fays 


. in| S. Fames. It is a fimilitude of Chry foftom, As clouds 


darken the heavens,& caufe lowring weather but be- 

Sun-fhine and fair 
weather follows : fo forrows and caresin the foul, 
cloud the foul, till they be diftilled in prayer, into 
tears, and poured forth before the Lord, then the 
{weet beams of Gods grace come in, and much 
bleffing follows. 

Sixthly,treafure up all the experiences you have had 
of God, and your own heart in the time of your af- 
fliction, keep them frefh in your heart,and work them 
upon your fpirit,and make ufe of them as God offers 
occafion. 

Seventhly, what you wifhed you had done then, 
be fure now to fet about, and never reft till it be done; 
that when affliction comes again, it may not finde it 
undone, if itdoes, it will make the affliction very 
bitter unto you. It was the advice of one Theodors- 
cus, 10 Segifmund the Emperor, who asked him how 
he fhould be happy, Do, fays he, that now, which 
when you have been tormented with a fit of the ftone 
or the gout, you would wilh you had done: that which 
he faid of that particular afflictions, is true of others : 


‘| We fhould have glorious reformations, if this rule 


were well obferved ; furely that which is true z# times 
of affliction, is true out of it, and that which con- 
{cience upon ground judges to be right and good 
then, isright and good zew. : 
Eighthly, take heed of trufting to your own pro- 
l mifes, 
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mifes, that you have made to God for obedience, 
rather then to his promifes that he hath made to you 
for affiftance. ` 

Ninthly, often call your felf to account after the 
affliction is over, What is become of it? how was 
it with me then? and how is it now? have I more 
peace now,then I had then? and how comes it about? 
Hath my peace grown upon good grounds, fo asit 
may hold? I had workings of Spirit then, what are 
become of them ? have I been faithful to God, and 
to mihe own foul? And thus we have finifhed this 
doctrine of affliction, which by Gods ordinance is 
the portion of his people inthis world. They have 
been, are, and fhall be an afflicted people. 


ee 
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Wicked men have pleafures in ways of fin, while 
Gods people endure much hardfhip in ways of holi- 


nefs. 
T {fecond point is, that God fometimes gives 


wicked men pleafure inthe ways of fin, while 

he fuffers bh es people to vod an vi 
cion. The Ifraelites make the brick, and are under 
fore bondage, and the Egyptians dwell in houfes, 
living in jollity and mirth. Thus it was with Elijah, 
he muft flye for his life, and live in caves, and be fed 
by raves, whileft four hundred falfe prophets are fed 
delicioufly at FeZabels table. While the King and 
Haman fits drinking in the city, Shufhax isin per- 
plexity, Efther 3.15. Fob fays of the-wicked , That 
they take the timbrel and harp and rejoyce at the found 
j H 
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Capao.| af the Organ, they pend their timein wealth, but of 
himfelf he faith, that bas calamity was heavier then 
the fand of the fea, that the arrows of the Almighty 
were within him, that the poyfon of them drank up |. 
his pirit, that the terrors of Goddid fet themfelves 
in battle array againft him, Chap. 6.1, 2,3. And 
David fays of the wicked, that they are not in.trouble | 
as other men, their eyes lands out with fatnefs, they 
have more then their heart could wifh , butfor him- 
felf, all the day long he was plagued, and chaftened 
every morning, Pfal. 73. Chrift tells his Difci-| 
ples, the world fhall rejoyce , but they fhall. have 
trouble. “a . 

6ueft.| But why does God thus fuffer wicked men, to en- 

~~ | joy their pleafure thus in the ways of fin ¢ j 

Anfw.1.\ Firft, here istheir portion, they are never like to 

Why the | have any other confolation, but that they have here, 

aa nl hereistheir 7H. This is as it were their Kingdom, 

this world) They are upon their own dunghil. 
a Secondly’, God hath time enough hereafter to} 
torment them, to make fin bitter unto them, and} 
therefore he does not care though they have their 

“| pleafure, ‘and go on for a while in the enjoyment 

of their delights: And God hath time enough to 
glorifie his Saints, to give them everlafting confo- 
lation, and therefore although here they be cut fhort 
of the pleafures of the flefli, God does not regard 

(iar. 

Thirdly, God hereby would fhew to all the world, 
his own fulnefs, and how little he efteems, of thefe 
carnal things, they are burbezxes, therefore he gives 
them to dogs ; they are but fwi even the very.cream. f 
of them, therefore he lets [wine have them. Luther. 

in 


Mos 
in his Comment upon Genefis, cap. 21. hath a nota- | Capio. 
ble vilifying expreflion of the great things of the |Turcicum 
world, which God gives to wicked men; The Turkifh M 
Empire, fays he, as great as it is, it is buta craft of \quanit ef 
bread, which the rich mafter of the family cafts to nigi cgi 
dogs : When retainers, when dogs have fuch allow- ce ‘qth 
ance, it is 4 fign of a great deal of plenty in the i: 
houfe. n Pra oe 
Fourthly ,God grants pleafure and profperity in juft Juiévs. 
judgement to them, to ripen their fin, to harden Tath in 
theminit. The Sun-fhine of profperity ripens the i 
fins of the wicked apace, and fo fits them for deftru- 
Gion; this hardens them againft the ways of God, 
it makes them blefs themfelves in their way, They 
{pend their days in wealth, therefore they fay to God, 
depart from us, we defire not the knowledge of thy 
ways, What isthe Almighty, that we fhould ferve n zt 
him? Thereis no truer mifery, then falfe joy, fays \Nulla ve- 
Bernard. There is a great difference between the pro- (70r mife 
(perity of the wicked , and that which the godly |f tei- 
have; God carries his people when he exalts them, |ti2. Bera. 
as the Eagle her yong upon her wings, he exalts them pe o 
to fafety, according to that expreffion that we have, |fib. Arbit. 
fobs. 11. that thofe which mourn, may be exalt- 
edtofafety; but when God exalts the wicked, he 
| lifts them up as the Eagle lifts up her prey in her ta- 
lons, he lifts them up to deftroy them. It was a 
fpeech of Auguftine upon the 26 Pfalm, Many are Muki 
miferable , by loving hurtful things, but they’ are (751e 
more miferable by having them; it isnot what men frifri, bz- 
enjoy, but the principle from whence it comes, that [ala mife- 
makes them happy. l ' Avguft in 
Fifthly, Godisa patient God, and in the day of Phal. 26. 
H 3 us 
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his patience, even the wicked are {uffered to enjoy 
their hearts defire. 

Obj. But it may be faid, God is patient towards his 
people, and yet they are afflicted. 

Anfw. Thofe aftiictions that come upon Gods peo- 
ple, may better ftand with the glory of patience,then 
if the fame things fhould be upon the wicked, becaufe 
in the afflictions of the Saints, there isno revenge, 
there is no hatred in them, but if God fhould inflié 
the fame things upon the wicked, they would come 
out of revenge againft them, and hatred of them, 
arid fo there would not be fuch manifeftation of that 
glory of patience, that God hath to manifeft here in 
this world. 

Hence let Gods people learn not to be greedy in 
their defires after outward pleafures, they are but the 
portion of dogs and reprobates. It is true, godly 
men may have them, but never as their portion, God 
hath afforded you better pleafures, hath he not re- 
ferved better things for you As when we enjoy out- 
ward profperity, we muft not blefs our felves in it, 
becaufe it is that which wicked men have; fo when 
we are afflicted, our hearts muft not be dejected, be- 
caufe we are onely deprived of that,which God gives 
moft many times tothofe that he hates moft. God 
will keep his people from being prevailed againft by 
this temptation. David was in this temptation, Pfal. 
73. but he fays, verfe23. that God held him by his 
right hand: When men fee how the world lives in 
pleafure, and the Saints are afflicted, they are in dan- 
ger of ftumbling,but God holds his own by 44 right 
hand, that they fall not. 

Secondly, let us learn, not to envy the men of the 

world, 


world, who live in pleafures, who wallow in the fen- 
fual delights of this life. The reafon why they take 
fo much delight in fuch things,is, becaufe they know 
no better, they feck after no better. 

Ambrofe in his firt Book de officiis, brings in 
godly men objecting thus, Why do the wicked re- 
joyce? why do they rtot itout? why do not they 
labor as well as I? He anfwers, They have not put 
in for the crown ; yea, fays he, if you object thus, 
the wicked may antiver you as the fpetators in their 
Olympiack games, if thofe that labor and wraftle in 
them, fhould call the fpectators, and fay, Come you, 
and labor, and ftrive here as well as we; the {pecta- 
tors would anfiver, You without us fhall 
ry of the crown, if you overcome. 

Befides,there is little caufe we fhould envy all their 
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Cur impi: 
leratur cur 
luxuriane 
tur? cur 
criam ipfi 
non mccum 
laborant 2° 
Nou [ub- 
fevitferint 
4d coronam. 
Vent nobif- 
cum, FC. 
Laborate 
vor, fine 
nobis cero- 
ne gloria, 
viceritis 


and dear. [vindi cabi- 
When a Soldier was to dye for taking a bunch of |'*. Am- 


jollity, they muft give an account for it, 


grapes againft the Generals command, and going to 
execution he went eating his grapes, one of his fel- 
lows rebuked him, What, are you eating your grapes 
now ? The poor man anfwers, J pray thee, friend do 
not envy me thefe grapes, for they coft me dear ; fo 
they did indeed, for they coft him his life: and fo 
will thefe vain delights of wicked men, they will coft 
them their lives. - i ) 

And yet further confider ere long things will turn, 
Gods people fhall have pleafure, and the world hall 
have atflictions : Affliction did I fay? nay, ~Mifery 
with torment; timeis at hand, when it {hall be faid 
to every wicked man, Son, remember in thy lifetime 
thou hadft pleafure, and my fervants who walked 


faithfully with me had affliction, but now thou art 


rof. li. 1. 
offic c. 16. 
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odie utig, 
nou ad ira: 


| my fervants fhall fing for joy of heart, and ye fhall 
cry for forrow of heart, and fhal howl for vexation 


+| thoufands have had before you, who are now in Hell. 


| fures, you would have little caufe to rejoyce in them ; 


. | tormented, and they are comforted. Time is at 


hand when that Scripture fhall be fulfilled, E fay 65. 
13,14. Behold, my fervants fhall eat, and ye fhall be 
hungry, my fervants [ball drink and ye fhall be thirfty, 
my fervants {ball rejoyce, and ye fhall be a , 


of firit. 
Thirdly, let not wicked men blefs themfelves in the 
enjoyment of their pleafures ; you have no other then 


If that you have were of any great worth, you might 
be {ure you fhould not have it; if you knew how 
the Lord brings about your deftruétion by your plea- 


Haman rejoyced,when E (ther invited him rather then 
others to the bazquet, but if he had known that in 
his banquet there was a {nare laid for his life,his hearg 
would have faln, it would have been buta fad ban- 
quet to him: certainly there is a great deal of evil, 
and mifery, and wrath,in being fuffered to go on with 
delight and pleafure ina finful way. 
* Bernard fays,when God {pares men in a finful way, 
it is becaufe God is not onely angry with men, but 
hates them, he calls his mercy more cruel then all in- 
dignation.Origez in his Sermon upan Ex. 20.quotes 
that place,Hof.4.14. Iwill not punifh your daughters 
when they commit whoredom ; and he hath this pathe- 
tical expreflion upon it, God chaftifeth every foul 
whom he loveth: but would youhear the terrible 
voyce of Gods indignation, hear him by the Pro- 
phet Hofea, when he had reckoned up many wicked 
things which the people had committed,and he ae 
this, 
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this, Zwi not vifit your daughters when they commit | Cap.to. 
whoredom, this is terrible, this is in the height. And ee 
Bernard {peaking of the fame thing, in the 42 Ser- 'guando re- 
mon upon the Canticles, At the hearing onely of ile 
this, fays he, I tremble, then God is moft angry, when |r, i 
he fhews noanger, God keep me from this mercy, fucc rfiftir. 
this kinde of mercy is worfe then all anger. be cate 
Luther hath an expreffion much like, upon the 37. |raribus, fed 
of Genefis, O unhappy, and miferable men, whom [2 iHi ad 
God leaves to themfelves, not refifting their lutts , (rr Fe 
wo to them whofe fins God feems to wink at. And [vet Devs. 
Ferome writing to a fick friend, hath this expreffion, [Gur i” 
I account it a part of unhappinefs, not to know adver- |infeticira. 
fity, I judge you tobe miferable, becaufe you have |’ ef ad- 
not beenmiferable. Bernard in his Book de confo- 
lat. cap.3.Freedom from punifhment, is the mother 
of fecurity,the /Pep-mother of vertue, the poyfon of 
Religion, the moth of holinefs. Yea, this was feen by 
the purblinde eyes of the Heathen, Seneca in his 
fourth Chapter of his Book of Providence, hath the 
fame words , that, before was faid of Ferome, I 
judge him wmiferable, that was never miferable, 
And Demetrius, Nothing feems more unhappy to me, 
then he to whom no adverfity hath happened. It were 
eafie to multiply abundance in this kinde , it may be, 
teftimonies of men may have fome force to prevail 
with fuch, whoare given up by God to their: plea- 
{ures,to the enjoyment of earthly profperity,and fen- |cirs 
fual delights; certainly they are not fo happy as they pi”? w- 
judge themfelves to be; that which God denies to is adverfi 
another in mercy, he may give thee in wrath.. And |:pud. Sen. 
thus much for this. I come to that whichis a main |% T0 
thing in Mofes choyce. 
z Cuap. 


quod non 
fuifti mifer 
Terum ad 
wmicam. 
#2rot. 
Impunitas 
Ccuritatis 
mater, vir- 
tutum no- 
verca, reli- 
zionis vi- 
rus, tenia 
Canfivatis. 
Ber. Nihil 
nihi vide- 
tuy infili- 
cizs eo Cui 
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Afflicted godlinefs , i better then delightful wic- 
kednefs. 


people are afflicted, and the wicked have |. - 
pleafure, yet, afflicted godlinefs, is better 

then delightful wickednef{s. Tris better to joyn with 
Gods people in a way of godlinefs, in all afflictions, 
then to enjoy all the pleafures that poflibly any man 
in the world can have, in any way of fin : the tears 
of the godly, are better then all the jollities of the 
‘| wicked : it is an expreffion of an Ancient ,, The very 
tears of thofe that are feeking of God, are more 
feet, then the joys that any have inthe world; the 

| worft part of godlinefs, is better then the beft part of 
any way of fin: though Chrift be a crucified Chrift, 
_| and bring never fuch afflictions, hard things to his 
people, yet he is more delightful to them, then all 
the pleafures that are in the earth, and delightful in 
another way. Itisa notable fpeech Luther hath, I 
had rather fall with Chrift, then ftand with Cafar; 
rather fuffer any thing in the world with Chrift, 


TIN teen both thefe, though Gods 


:(x(a-|then ftand:and enjoy all the pleafure of Cefars 


+ Court. è 
Thus a godly man, a gracious heart confidering 
and muling of things, and laying one thing with ano- 
ther, had rather have affliction with the people of 
God, thenenjoyall the pleafures of the world for: 
afeafon. Now the main work in this point, is to 
fhew unto you, how a godly heart doth reafon with 
| its felf, and caft about its felf, as it were to bring 
: : im- 
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himfelf, and his thoughts to this iffue, to choofe | Cap.u. 
rather afflicted godlinefs, then all the pleafure 
of fin. l 

Firft , it cafts about what the ways of godli- 
nefs are. 

Secondly, what thofe afflictions are that do attend 
the ways of godlinefs. i 

Thirdly, it cafts about what the waysof fin are, 
and what the afflictions and pleafures are, that do 
attend upon them, and puts them into a ballance, 
and compares them both together, and fo makes its 
choyce. i“ 

Firft, a gracious heart confiders the ways of god-} 1. 

linefs. If I walk in them, then I walk with God, 
I live to the honor of the bleffed God; who is infi- 
nitely worthy of all honor and praife from his Crea- 
ture; thofe ways are the ways of infinite wifdom, 
they are the ways of holinefs, of righteoufnefs, in 
thofe ways I attain to that end for which I was 
made. 

Secondly, inthofe ways I enjoy peace, peace of | 2- 
confcience to my foul, whatfoever trouble I meet 
withal abroad, Iam fure I fhall have peace withix : 
alittle with outward peace, is better then a great 
deal where outward peace is wanting; Eccle/. 4.6. 
Better is a handful with quietne{s then both the hands 
full with travel, and vexation of firit : A little with 
outward quiet, is better then a great deal with.vexa- 
tion; if aman be ina quiet family, a little there, is 
better then to be where there is a great deal with fro- 
wardnefs and vexation ; furely, a little is better with 
inward peace, with peace of confcience, then a great 
deal without; wherefore thefe ways wherein I val 

wit 
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Why affli- 
Red godlt- 
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before de- 
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‘Capar. | with Gods people, though the world-may rage and 


Wo 
> 


perfecute, I fhali have joy in my own fpirit ; 4 good 
confcience will be a continual feaft : while they rail, 
conf{cience will encourage. l 

Thirdly again, when I walk in thefe ways, my foul 
fhall enjoy the love of God, and that little I have, I 
fhall have itin love, and from the love of God; 
Now thy love, O Lord, is better then wine, better 
then all the comforts of the world. The Lord fa- 
tisfies his people with love, as with marrow and fat- 
nefs; alittle that the foul hath that comes from the 
love of God, by vertue of a promife, how fiveet is 
it? how fweetis fleep when it comes from that pro- 
mife? Thou wilt give thy beloved fleep, and all 
comes this way; I have all in the love of God 
though I have but a little in the world, and though I 
be in affliction, & am fhort of that which others have. 

Fourthly, andin thofe ways, my foul hall enjoy 
communion with God; God will let out himfelf to 
me ina gracious maner, he will reveal the fecrets of 
heavenly joys to my foul, and one beam of the light 
of his face, is more worth then all che world, and is 
able to carry through all the hardfhips of the world. 
My foul fhal have communion with Jefus Chrift;and 
Curfed is that man, fays that noble Marquefs Galea- 
cius, that counts all the world comparable to one days 
enjoyment of communion with Chrift. 

Fifthly, while I walk in thefe ways, I fhall be fafe 
for eternity, I fhall not be in danger there; and when 
the fear of. eternity falls upon the heart, it {ees it isa 
moft dreadful thing to mifcarry to eternity, the 
thoughts of eternity work .mightily upon my fpirit, 
let me be fafe for eternity, whatfoever become of me 

in 
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in thefe ways. It is reported of one cAfyrogenes, | Cap.to. 

when great gifts werefent unto him, he tent them 

back, I onely defire this one thing at your Atafters 

hand, to pray for me, that I may be faved for eterni- 

ty. Now inthefe ways of godlinefs, I fhall walk 

with God, I fhall have peace of confcience, I hall 

have that I have in love, I fhall enjoy communion 

with the Father,with Chrift,and with the holy Ghoft, 

and I fhall be fafe for eternity : furely there can be 

no evil that can countervail this good,- whatfoever I 

fuffer, whatfoever I endure in this world, yet my | 

foul fhall fay, It is good for me to draiv neat to God; 

fure I fhall choofe, and like well of the ways of god- 

linefs, whatfoever I endure. l 
But you look onely upon the beft fide of godlinefs, | 2%. 

bur turn the other fide, you fhall finde a great many 

afflictions that attend the ways of godlinefs , and 

when you fee them, you will not be fo in love with 

thefe ways. A gracious heart is willing to examine 

both fides. pel) cl nae © ET 
What are the afflictions you {peak of, that will dif 

courage any from delighting in Gods ways ¢ a 
Firft, they are but fuchas are upon the body, thofe| 7: 

things that do afflict the godly are bodily things, 

they do therefore but bring pain and trouble to this 

carcafe, to this body of clay, to this lump of earth, 

to this body of fin, to that body thatis to be beaten logua 2 

down in this world: tothat body of vilenefs, for jrureé- 

fo it is called, Phil. 3.21. Who fhall change our vile \****- 

body, in the Originalit is, thes body of valenefs. It 

was the fpeech of: a Heathen, when as by the Tyrant 

he was commanded to be put intoa morter, and be 

beaten to pieces with an Iron peftel, he cryes out a 
r iis 
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Cap. 10.| his perfecutors, You do but beat the vefel of Anax- 
Clen A-I archus, youdo not beat me, Yos do but beat the Cafe 
and Veffel that contains another thing, yea, the word 
inthe Greek, that Clemens Alex: hath, relating the 
Amsar- | Story, fignifies a husk , his body was to him but 
hi. Oras|as a husk: A Heathen counted his body but the 
hers | Cafe, the husk; he counted his foul himfelf: If 
-apfam A.fa man had a precious Jewel in a Cafe, and the}, 
naxachi. | Cafe was torn in pieces, and the Jewel be fafe, it 
is no matter; and fo by all thefe afflictions a gracious 
heart knows, itis but the Cafe that istorn in pieces, 
the Jewel is fafe. Fear not, fays Chrift, thofe that can 
kill the body , anddo no more, Chrift would have us 
know, afflictions that do but reach the body, are but 
flight things. (wn cent 

And for thefe troubles, let them bethe moft ter- 
rible that can be, they are fuch as may ftand with 
Gods love, the deareft of Gods love, fuch as the 
deareft of Gods- people have met withal : fays God in 
Teremish,I gave the dearly beloved of my foul into the 
hands of her enemies \ndeed if they werefuchas could 
‘not fal,but from Gods hatred,it were another matter; 
but they may ftand withGods love,yea,with the very 
fame love wherewithal God the Father did love Jefus 
‘Chrift, and would you have better love then that ¢ 
you may be {ure that all your afflictions that you do 
endure for godlinefs, and the ways of godlinets, they 
are not fuch but you may have them inthe famelove 
that God loved Jefus Chrift, and one would think 
that were enough to fatisfie any foul in the world. 
Fehn 17. wt. there Chrift prays, that his Difciples 
might be loved, with the fame love wherewith he was 
loved: now notwithftanding the love of the Father 


toj 
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to the Son,he was afflicted and fuffered as much trou- ;Cap. 1o. 
ble, as you are like to fuffer ; and if you in fuffering 
may be in no worfe cafe then he was, and may have 
the fame love that he had, notwithftanding your 
fufferings, fure your fufferings are no great matter , 
there is no more evil in your {ufferings,then may ftand 
with the loveof God to your fouls, the fame love 
wherewith God loved Chrift : and if afoul knows 
this,it will not be difcouraged from the ways of god- 
linefs, notwithftanding afflictions : indeed if in af- 
fiction there were the venome of Gods wrath, and 
the curfe of the Law, it were fomething , but the 
{ting and venome is taken out, and there is no great 
evil. 

Again, thefe afflictions that the world {o {peak of, 
they may not onely ftand with Gods deareft love,but 
are fuch as may proceed from Gods deareft love ; -as 
thus, they may come as fruits of the love of God, 
and therefore fure they are no great difcouragements 
from the ways of godlinefs ; you heard what abun- 
dance of good God brought eut of the afflictions of 
his people, and therefore there may be abundance 
of love from whence they come, they may be onely 
but to fit,and (quare,and fafhion the {oul to be fit to 
be laid in the higheft place of new Jerufalem : The 
ftones that are laid below in fome mean place,are not 
hewedand hacked,as the ftones that are in the higheft 
part of the building, or the forefront of the building,, 
to the view of all, thofe that are moft for the beau- 
ty of the building, are moft hacked, and framed ; 
and fo thofe that God does intend to be the moft 
beautiful ftones in that glorious Temple that is in |. 
Heaven, God fuffers them here to be fafhioned and | 

, hacked, | 
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hacked, moft afflicted, and therefore they may come 
from love. 

Befides, they are no great matter, take them at 
the worft, they are but little things, thefe light af- 
fictions : there is no fuch grievous burthen in them, 
as the world thinks there is, for there is the hand of 
Chrift, to hold them up in all their afflictions : they _ 
are but fuch things, as rather feem grievous then are 
grievous indeed, as Heb. 12.11. No chaftening for 
the prefent feemeth to be joyous, but grievous , they 
are things that are grievous in appearance, and in 
fhew onely, rather then in truth; asthe profperity 
of the wicked is butin fhew,fo the affliction of Gods 
people are rather fhews, they do rather feem grie- 
| vous, then have any realty of grief in them,and there- 
į fore-they. are not fo much to be feared. T 

Again, they are but for a little time, but for 4 mo- 
ment: Asit wasthe fpeech of _Athanafius, when 
he was banifhed, and his friends came to bewail “his: 
mifery, fays he, /t is but a little cloud, and will quickly 
be gone : All the time of the rage and malice of 
wicked men, is but as an'hour , fays Chrift, This is 
their hour, andthe power of darknefs; it is but an 
hour, and is quickly gone. Chrifts fufferings both 
in himfelf andin his Church, is but drinking of the 
brook, not a {pring of water for perpttuity. 

Befides,; the afflictions of Gods people are in their 
feafons, it is now the very {eafon to beafflicted, and 
fhall we be troubled to have affliction in its feafon ¢ 
this time of our life is appointed for this end, it is our 
‘winter time. will a man be troubled to fee froft and 
{now in wintertime? It is better to fee froft and {now 
‘in winter time, then to fee the corn blooming or ear- f 
ing 
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ing in January and February : fo while we are in the Capt r. 


body, the winter of affliction is in feafon, it is not the 
time to be delivered from affliction nowy, that is here- 
after, and therefore why fhould we be troubled that 
we meet with affliction ¢ 

Laftly thefe afflictions that you fay will difcourage, 
they will bring forth a gracious end, they are butas 
a dark entry into your Fathers houfe, a dirty lane to 


a Palace; do but fhut youreyes, and there will be | 


a change, and as a Martyr faid, Though we have an 
ill breakfaft,we fhall have a good dinner: Now put all 
thefe together, what great matter is there to difcou- 
rage any from the ways of God? 

But now come to the other part: A gracious heart 
difcourfes of the ways of fin, what if I ihould choofe 
the pleafure of fin, and fhould go on that way? 1. If 
I goon inthofe ways, I fhall be furce to go onin a 
way of direct oppofition againft the God of all the 


world, and fo treafure up to my felf the wrath of j 


an infinite God. Andis itnothing for a poor crea- 
ture togoonina way of oppofition and enmity to 
an infinite Diety? how much better were it forme 
if I hadnever been born, thenthus todo? 2. I 
| fhall be {ure to have no peace inthofe ways, inmy 
own fpirit; inconfcience ; I fhall have within me a 
conictence galling , girding, and lafhing of me, the 
worm gnawing of my heart, my confcince continu- 
ally damping of my foul, telling of me, Surely Iam 
not in thofe ways an immortal foul fhould walk in, I 


Mifery of 
a finful 
way. 


fhall never have any pleafure,but when my confcience | 


fhall be ftopped; and what curfed pleafure is this 


fora manthat he can never have it, butonely when | 
he can ftop his confcience ? if his confcience had but |: 
I the í 
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Cap.11. | the mouth open, he could not have pleafure, and all 
the pleafure that he hath, he muft fteal it at that time, 
when his confcience is afleep, he can never have it 
upon other terms; ifa mans confcience be enlight- 
ned, and awaked, it isimpoffible to have pleafure in 
the ways of fin: itis poor living, whena fervant or 
childe can get no victuals, but as they fteal it, when 
the mafter or miftrefs is afleep, oris on the to fide, 
and fo it is poor pleafure that the world hath, when 
it muft be ftoln when confcience is afleep ; What 
good is it for aman to have a broken leg, anda 
filken ftocking ¢ and what great contentis itfor a 
man to have outward pleature, and inward dampings 
of [pirit ¢ 

3. Again, inthefe ways of fin, as I fhall have no 

peace, fo do what I can, I ihall have fome trouble in 

{pight of my-hearts let me goon in the ways of fin 

as I will, and feek for my contentment, I fhall have 

fome trouble infpight of me; and how grievous will 

| that trouble be,that hal come with the curfe of God, 

| and the wrath of God, and the hatred of God? 

what fhall I have to fupport me in trouble? A little 

water ina leaden veffel is heavy, fo a litele trouble in 
an evil confcience. 

4. And inthefe ways of fin, I thall be {ure to bea 
ftranger from God, never to know what any com- 
munion with God means, go up and down in the 

| world as a forlorn, forfeken creature of God, that 

when as others of Gods people have communion 

with God, and with Chrift, and have the light of 

Heaven, and the joy of Angels, I thall be fet to my 

fwill, | 

5. Andasfor my eternaleftate, I Mall hazard to 
| —_ mifcarry 
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mifcarry therein, and oh my foul, doft know what | Capui n, 


it is to mifcarry to eternity? Surely there need 
be fome great matter, that fhould procure the leaft 
peace to a manin the way of fin, much more to pro- 
cure delight to a man. 

But you will fay, Youtake finat the worft fide at 
firft, dinhatha delightful fide, and that will pleafe 
you, and allure you, though the other would not ; 
therefore let us fee the faireft fide of fin, a gracious 
| heart will look on every fide. 

The-pleafares that you {peak of, what are they ¢ 
are they not flefhly ¢ onely reach to the fenfual part ¢ 
What, muft God, Heaven, eternal life be neglected 
for thefe 2 What fhall that body, that muft withina 
while be gnawn on by worms, and lie rotting as a 
filthy carcafe, now be fo regarded, now have fuch 
content given to it,as all that is to be had in God and 
Jefus Chrift, muft be neglected for it? When thou 
fhalt hereafter at the great Day meet with this wret- 
ched carcafe of thine, and fee how vile it is, what 
confufion will be upon thee ? when thou fhalt think, 
Was this the vile carcafe that muft have fuch con- 
tent, for which God, and Heaven, and all the good 
in Chrift is now loft for ever 2 

Secondly, it hath been the care of all Gods deareft 

|fervants to keep down their bodies, to deny content- 


obj. 


ment to the flefh, and wilt thou give itall the con- |, 


tent thou canft? Daniel was afrad of taking liberty 
to his flefh, in eating the Kimgs meat, and the time 
when he had his moft heavenly vifions, he ate no 


pleafant bread, neither came flefh nor wine in his 


mouth,neither did he anoint himfelf at all. You know 
the mean provifion that John the Baptift, the Fore- 
I 2 runner 


n6 | Moses his Choice. 
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Cap.rr. | runner of Chrift had, his fare was locufts and wilde 
honey, and yet there was not a greater born of 4 wo- 
man before lie St. Paul was careful to beat down 
his body, to clubit down, even till it was black and 
sumilo blew, fo the word fignifies. Timethy although he was 


fickly, yet would not take liberty to drinka little 
wine, but onely water, till Paul wrote to him ; and in 
that liberty there was but alittle granted, and that 
for his ftomacks fake, and his often infirmities, not for 
his Infts fake, and to maintain riotoufnels. IfI fhould, 
tell you of the mean provifion for the flefh, that ma- 
ny of the Ancients, who were the moft worthy in- 
{truments of God, the moft eminent in all true excel- 
lency, were contented withal, and that before the fu- 
perftition of Popery prevailed, it would be even in- 
credible unto you. 

_ Bafil in an Epiftle to Iulian mentions the mean fare 
he and others with him lived withal, he ate no fef, 
they had need. of no Cook, the leaves of plants, anda 
little bread, was all their provifion, And Jerome re- 
ports of Hilarion, that he never ate any thing before 
the Sun went down, and that which at any time he 


ve codtum | ate was very mean: From the fifteenth year of his 


el age tothe twentieth, his onely diet was fifteen dryed 
Ep. 12. 74| AZs aday; for three years after that, onely dread and 
Euftochi- [water , for nine years together, fix ounces of barley 
ae bread in a day , yet he lived till he was fourfcore years 


siz, ut tai. 


old. And Jerome himfelf lived exceedingly abfte- 
mme | mioutly, with cold water, and a few dryed figs, {o that 
ficaliment.| DY him, and others with whom he lived, to eat any 
umpturws \thing boyled, was even accouted luxury. And Au- 
aao ai, g#fine hath fuch an expreffion concerning himfelf; 
A ei Thou Lord haft taught me this, that I fhould go tomy 


meat 


meat as to amedicine : He meant not to fatisfie his 
appetite, but to repair nature. rs 
Andamongft the Heathen likewile, fuch as have 
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gicut ad 
crucem, fi 
laceed as ad 


been moft eminent with them, have been moft above jibun nun 


fenfual pleafures. When one asked Plato, how he got 
fo much knowledge, his anfwer was, J have (pent 
more oylinthe Lamp then wine inthe cup. Weread 
of Cato, {eeing a. Roman who pampered his belly, had 
this {peech of him, Wonder if this man ever do any 
thing for the hanor or good of the Commonwealth. 
Thefe who provide fo much for their bellies, have 
their brains {unk down into the quagmire of their bel- 
‘|lies. Their parts, thofe common gifts of under- 
ftanding they were wont to have,are now as the light 
of a {nuff funk into the focket, even drowned with the 
filth of their lufts, and what are fuch as thefe fit for’? 
A fat belly, {ays Bernard, feldom produceth any witty 
invention. 

Thirdly, what are thefe pleafures , but {fuch as 
may ftand with the infinite hatred of God, fuch as 
reprobates have had as large a portion in, as thou 
canft? And artthou fo eager upon that, which is 
no other portion then a Reprobate may have? 
Tohaveno other portion thena beaft may have, is 
low enough; but to have no other then a repro- 
bate may have, is lower: How many are now in 
Hell under the eternal hatred of the infinite God, 
who when they lived, had as much pleafure as ever 
thou haft had, or ever fhalt have? as many merry 


meetings, fate it out indrinkings, gamings , riot, | 


chambering, wantonne({s, {ports, paftimes; now what 
pleafure is it to them to think what mirth and jollity 
once they had ¢ 


f AE Fourthly, 


qua volu- 
prate fed 
necefsitate, 
Bern. 
form.hon. 


Cum quidal 
interrogaf- 
et’ Plato- 
nem, nde}. 
tibi fapien-| 
tit tanta? 
refpondit 
pizsolei ` 
confumpfi 
in Lapade, 
quam vini 
in calice. 


venter non 
giguet te- 
nuem fen- 
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Fourthly, take them at the beft, yet they are fuch; 
as the excellency of true vertue confifts in the mo- 
deration of them, yea, in the raifing the heart above 
them, foasto difdain and contemn them , if they 
would. come’in as our portion; certainly if they 
were the higheft good, the glory of vertue would be 
in expatiating the heart towards them, in letting out 
.| the heart fully to them, in enlarging the heart in en- 
joyment of them,in fatisfying the heart in the fiveet- 
nefs received from them; but itis otherwife, much 
of the commendation of vertue, hath beenin the 
ability to moderate affections towards them, to deny 
ja:| themfelves in them. It is the beginning of a good 
minde, fays Sewéca,-not to rejoyce in vain things. 
Yea, there. no greater pleafure, fays Tertulian, 
then the contempt of pleafures, 

Fifthly, there is m#ch evil in fenfual pleafures ; as, 

Firft, there is much mixture of much inward fad- 
nefs, many damps of heart; inthe midft of laughter 
the heartis fad. U¢mbrofe hath a notable expreffi- 
on for this, Thou feeft, fays he, the wicked mans 
feafting, but queftion with his confcience, does not 
that ftink more filthily then any fepulchre? thou 
feeft his joy, his luftinefs, chou wondreft at the abun- 
dance of his riches, children; but look within, and 
fee the wounds, the ftrokes of his foul, the fadnefs 
‘| of his heart. 

Secondly,they keep out better delights then them- 
{elves : There- is an oppofition between. them and 
fpiricual delights. Thofe who long after the onyons 
of Egypt, cannot tafte the {piritual Manna: Divine 
comfort is a delicate thing, {ays Berward, and it is 
not given to him that admits any other. 


Thirdly, 
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Mos 19. 
ae eee et ee 
Thirdly, there is a mixture of acurfe with them : | Sap. 
What good is there in having a brave {ute with the| 3+ 
plague init? Is not plain ruffer or leather better 
that is free? What delight is there in feeding upon 
"| dainty difhes fweetly poifoned ¢ Is not mean whol- 
fom fare rather to be defirede We read of Agrippina, 
in poifoning her husband Clandiws, fhe tempered it in 
the meat he moft delighted in; poifon in wine works 
more furioufly then in water: Poor men who are 
wicked, have Gods curfe mingled with the water of 
their poverty ; and rich men who are wicked, have 
Gods curfe mingled with the wine of their_profpe- 
rity. ti > ue a madti 
Fourthly, there is much bodily. evil comes in by |Bafil-de 
thefe, they make the bodies of men cinques of filth, Ingluv, & 
à p“ ebrietate, 
and all maner of loathfom ‘difeafes. Bafil hath an leoncio.t6. 
expreffion of the evil of intemperance, that it turns |Qusd qui- 
men into mire and dirt, and makes men like veffels, seat J 
: “E fe ad fig 
rotten and putrified, fit for no ufe. The Romans were |nificandum 
wont to have their funerals at the gates of Venus gòi ve- 
Temple: This they did, fays Plutarch, to fignifie vie 
that /uft was the haftner of death, And Clemens [morti & 
Alexandrinus obferves, that the Gracians called the (Pe 
intemperate, and thofe who wanted health, by the 
fame name, onely with difference of ome letter, to 
fhew the great affinity there is between intemperance 
and ficknefs : And again in the fame place, he fays, 
The Grecians call'Gluttony by the name of Belly- 
phrenfie ; for what greater madnefS, then for a fhort |rcimeryia 
brutith pleafure to lofe the comfort of continual |@ ss- 
health,- and eridure the lohg:and tedious pains of ler at i. 
ficknefs, and miferable torturing difeafes'? what a |Chryf. 
folly is it to fill a Ship with water, and thento hire |g," 


Ser.d4e 
I pumps 


narios. Cl. 
Alex.pzd 
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num qui_ | Phyficians to purge them out? Chryfoftom in his Ser- 
pinguefcit | mon upon the third to. the Philippians, demands, 


ct Laboribus T IP : ; 
E or What do men gain by their riches, but drunkennefs, 


invenies: latter) age abfurd pleafures of all forts, which do 


palic | more hurtand torment us, then moft cruel Matters 
rumme- | their flaves and bondmen? Give me, fays he, a vo- 


dicrum | Jyptuous man that is idle, that hath his health, you 
urbal: | cannot finde one ; though he had many hundred 
aorbis il- | Phyficians, it would not be. 

umnega | Fifthly, There is anevil of foul-abafement, they 
2 porerunt.| Make men become vile. Ciceroa Heathen, thought 
ChinA@/ not that man worthy of the name of a man, who 
mre {pent a whole day together in fen{ual pleafures. And 

digam no- | Plutarch tells of A gefilaus that he caft off voluptu- 

rie 4 kagi ‘ous pleafures to his flaves, as better befeeming a bafe 

snum diem | Quality andi fervile nature, then himfelf. Thou 
velireffe in mayeft think to live in pleafure isa brave life, but it 

eure: lis the bafett life that is; fo God judgeth it : Hence 

lib. ade | the fame: word which the Scripture ufeth for the fen- 


Fin. Plut. | fyal glutton, Devt. 21.20. is uled for a vile perfon, 


Lacon. : ; 
Weapntt Her. 15.19. the word is the fame.in the Hebrew. 


Anftethic’ Luxurious {porting people have high conceits of 
Prache | themfelves, «as if they lived the onely brave lives;but 
M. Tul, 2 Pet.2.13..they.are called /pots.and blemifhes, for 
Si nemo ef) they are indeed bafe, the moft bafe fpirited mën that 
matit quam live. Thefe do moft vilely lowre mans nature, they 
converti in| are infinitely beneath the happinefs. of an. immortal 
aliquam f; foul. l and 

jtia,guan-| > The Heathen accounted a life of pleafure, a life of 


~. f 4t hal 
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cited by Ladfantius, then to be turned into the form | Cap. 11» 
; Mies . Tribulatio 

of abeaft, though he fhould retain the minde of a |ef agua 


man ? How much more miferable is it for one to be |/aifi qua 


inthe form of aman, and to have the minde of a ig 
beant , yea, of a wilde beat è Guliel. Parifienfis |jftergir. 


calls luxury afcab, and fays,. the falt-water of tri- canoe 
£ i ‘ a : . uxUT EL 
bulation muft purge it ; and he brings in Augufline ot; iets. 


giving the fame nameunto it, confelsing that he was bar (calpi, 
wont to delight in the feab of his lufts. This fcab, {bie li- 


f é > bidinum 
fays Parifienfis, makes the minde of man ulcerous; merum. 


running with filthy putrified tuf, and-abominable Facit ani- 
to God, above that, that any man would think, eo, 
which no bodily filth does. / rae 

Sixthly, The evil of nourifhing of all maner of ue a 
wickednefs: All fin in Scripture is called flefh,. and fan 
the work of the fieh, becaufe the pleafure of the propter 


flucutem, 
flefh is the caufe of fo-much fin in us. When Chrift Whe. 
{pake of the fervant who-gave himfelf to riotoufneds lrer abomi- 


in his.Mafters abfence, he calls him the evil fervant, "tien. 
‘There are fivarms of all maner of evils in fenfuat | 
hearts; they are the fennifh grounds, that breed fil- | 


{ 


thy poyfonfom. creatures ;. {© all venemous lufts are |1 locis 
: } ictal dormir hu- 
bred and. nourifhed by thefe, Fob 40.24. it is faid, the (rentibus, 


Behemoth lieth in the fens, which Guliel. Parifienfis poceft in 


appliesto the Devil in fenfual hearts ; he lies in moig 77°" 
places, fays he; that is, in-thofe whofe fpirits are jzatensi- 
moiftened by their lufts :- Wherefore it is faid of the | > prer- 
unclean f{pirit, That he walks in dry places; feeking Lute 
reft, and. found. none; But, fays he, men giving |diciur 
themfelves to pleafures, ‘they feek what they can to 274i" 
give the Devil reft in their hearts, and to keep off all \(pirisas 
thatmay hinder his. quiet, Flies and Walps. ufe to tein 
TAS inagquofa querens.vejuicm. gr non invenit, G. Par. de:morribus.-p.129. 

EL- come. 


à a 


bá 
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Cap.. | come to honey and fugar, and fuch fweet things: 
Hongtum | The Devil who is called Beel? ebub, that is, the God 
ci vile cui | of flyes, loves to be in foulsglutted with fenfual plea- 
corpws ti- | fures, yea {warms of Devils love to follow {fuch : 
cji.Senec. | Hence fuch as thefe are moft defperate enemies unto 
ep.14. | godlinefs, contemners and {corners of all Religion ; 
‘| That which is honeft, is vile and contemptible to him, 
virus non | who makes too much of his body fays a Heathen, W here 
poef con-| pleafures reign, vertwe connot be, fays another. 
"lo dete.| When the Fews accufe Chrift of the worft their 
neue. | malice could devife, they call him a Wine-bibber. 

7. Seventhly, they likewife harden in all maner of 
evil; when men are heat in fenfual delights, their 
hearts are fo glutted, that they never think of their 
pain. “It is obferved, that when the people of Ifrael 

| had got Aaron to make the Calf, and they fet down 
to drink, and rofe up to play, they offered burnt-offer- 
ings, but no fin-offerings were thought of: Thefe 
befet the heart, and make it even uncapable of any 
fpiritual good. St. Paul fays of the Widows that 
live in pleafures,they are dead while they live, 1 Tim. 
5.6. Let us eat and drink, to morrow we {hall dye : 
Why do you fay, to morrow ? fays Chryfoftom, ye are 
dead already. We read EXek. 47.11. that when the 
waters of the (andtuary flowed, the miry places could 

- | not be healed : How feldom does the waters of the 

Ave.de, | Sanctuary heal miry fouls ? Auguffine {ays of fuch, 

sirada | Asthe earth by too much rain becomes nothing but 

ebrie | mireand dirt, foas itis made unfit for tillage; fo 

- |thefe, Whoredom, and wine, and new wine, take away 

the heart, Hof-4.11. - 

- Who are the moft defperate enemies to the Crofs 
of Chrift, but {uch whofe God is their belly, Phil. 3. 

18, 19. 


ge ee 
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18, 19. Who are they that cannot ceafe from fin,but 
fuch as {port themfelves with their own deceivings, 
while they feaft amongft you, having eyes full ofa- 
dultery ? 2 Pet. 2. 13, 14. Who are thofe that are 
wholly void of the Spirit, and even uncapable of it ¢ 
fuch as walk after their own ungodly lufts, and fen- 
fual, Fude18,19. Who arethey that fay to God, 
Depart from us, we defire not the knowledge of thy 
ways, but fuch as take the Timbrel and Harp, and re- 
joyce at the found of the Organ, and {pend their 
days in wealth? fob21.11,12,13: Pleafures do 
notfo much delight the flefh, as they endanger the 
foul; therefore better it is a great deal to be preferved 
in brine, then to rot in honey, to be fed upon the falt 
marfhes, and fhort commons, and to live, then to be 
elutted in rank paftures, and fo fatted up for deftru- 
ction. ! 

And thus you fee the ews! of them whereupon Chry- 
Joftom in one of his Sermons concerning the Martyrs, 
The joys of this prefent world are to be feared by 
Chriftians ; and certainly fo they are, rather then to 
be defired. ; 

Sixthly, if there were not fo much evil, yet they 
are vain flafhy things, there is no reality in them,they 
areallres nihili , things of nought. The Heathen 
could fay, Believe me, true joy no light thing ; 
but what windy frothy contents are thefe pleafures 
tothe flefh? do they leave any fweetnefs behinde 
them, after they are over? as it was wont to be faid of 
Plato’s feaft,his di{courfe of Phylofophy at the table, 
though the chear was mean, was fweet divers days 
after: foul-delights leave afweet relifh in the fpirit, 


after their acts are paft,but the day after flefhly plea-}® 


fures, 


(lerice, 
mors in olla 
morsin. 
ollis carni- 
um,mors in 
hujufmodi 
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Ciments 
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Crede mihif . 


cit fabulis. 
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non folum 


profufos, 


fel etiam 
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Capat. fures, what is left but bitter humors in the body, and 


a fting in confcience ¢ -what wife man can pleafe his 
thoughts after his plea{ures are over, in thinking 


| what pleafures he hath had 2 much lefs will any man | 


of wifdem, glory in what he hatheat or. drunk, or 
that he hath filled his fenfual appetite'with allthe de- 
lights he-could : Who can at night, after a day of 
[ports , and fulnefs of delights to the flefh, blefs 
God from his foul, that he hath had a day fo full of 


| pleafure in his flefh ¢ 


Plutarch in his Morals hath an excellent difcourfe 
upon this argument, to prove, that according to the 
Rules of Epicurus, No mancan live a true pleafu- 
rable life; notthat by his Rules no man can live a 
vertuous life, that perhaps would be granted by maz, 
ny; but that no man can, have a life of plea- 
or by thofe Rules, that is the thing that he under- 
takes to prove,and among ft other arguments he hath 
thefe : l 

Firft, Thatit is not probable for any modeft and 


| temperate men, to give way to let their thoughts 


abide upon any fuch pleafures, he accounts them 
fo vain and flight , for the pleafures of the minde, 
men that are wife and fober, delight in the thoughts 
of fuch. s 

A fecond argument that he ufeth, is, That never, 
as he fays, to this day, were known any that would 
offer facrifice to their God, in thankfulnefs for the 
enjoyment of their pleafures with their Minions , 
but wife men have offered facrifices, in thankfulnefs 
for the pleafures of their minde; as he inftances in 
Pythagoras. 
-A third argument that he ufes, That we never at 
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of any fo given totheir appetite, that would boaft | Cap.tt. 
of their pleafure, that they had devoured fo much, 
or given to their lufts, that would boaft of their luft, 
how they had fatisfied it: (although it he lived in 
thefe days, he might hear of fuch men; it feems men 
are grown more fenfual, then they were in thofe 
times) but for the pleafures of the minde , many 
would break forth in rejoycing and glorying expret- 
fions, that they had had them: as he inftances in 
Archimedes , when he had found out a Phylofo- 
phical experiment, that he was fo filled with joy, 
that he ran upand down, crying, I have found it, I 
have found it. 

A fourth argument, That no man would fo prize 
their pleafuresin belly-chear, as to be willing pre- 
fently to dye, that they might be filled therewith; 
for the pleafures of the minde, many have fo de- 
lighted in them, fo prized them, as they have been 
willing prefently to dye for the enjoyment of them: 
as he inftances in Eudoxus, who would be willing 
to be burnt up by the Sun prefently , upon con- 
dition he might be admitted to come fo near it, as 
to learn the nature of it. Thus Heathens could argue 
againft the flightnefs and vanity of fenfual plea- 
tures, and the folidnefs and excellency of the plea- 
{ures of the minde. 

Seventhly, as they are flight for the prefent, fo 
they are foon gone, they arenot onely vain, but va- | 
nifhing. 


s -n : Ms... ruil de- 
Firft, they vanifhin us, even in the enjoying. lights. 
Secondly, they vanifh from us, fo thar we cannot 

enjoy them long. m 
For the firt, The fafhion of this world paffeth| 1. 


away, 
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„Jaway, and the luft of ir, it does not onely pafs away 
at the laft, bur the luft of it paffeth away, before 
the thing it felf begone. Although at firft fenfual 
things delight, yet within a while they come to be 
ufed as neceflaries, notas delights, the delightful- 
nefsis over, and yet they cannot be without them: 
inthis, fuch are more miferable then other men, for 
thofe things that are fuperfluous to others, are ne- 
ceflary tothem. The more things a man wants that 
he cannot be. without, the more miferable heis. It 
is Gods infinite happinefs, that he hath need of no- 
thing out of himfelf:and the lefs need a creature hath 
of any thing out of its felf, the nearer it comes to 
happinefs: all their pleafurable things do but ferve 
to make up that imperfection in them, which is not 
in others; their pleafures now are but to help againft 
the difeafes of Nature, now thefe cannot be fo 
delightful as the true natural delights, that are 
futable to the principlesof Nature, which others 
enjoy. 

But fecondly, they vanifh from us prefently : So- 
lomon compates all the profperity of the wicked to 
acandle, How foon is the candle of the wicked blown 
out ? Aare like a mountain, yea, like a little hill 
of fnow, that melts away prefently. Pleafure gives 
usa deadly wound, and is gone, it makes us mife- 
rable, and then it leaves us. 

Fighthly, if they fhould not be foon gone from me, 
yet I muft be foon gone from them, It were fome- 
thing if thou mighteft abide by them, and they abide 
with thee, but within a while, thou and all thy plea- 
fures together muft vanifh away, you muft be drag- 
ged from them, if death drawthe curtains and look in 

upon 


upon thee, then thou muft bid a farewel to all, 
never laugh more, never have merry meetings more, 
never be in jollity more; All, All, now is gone. 
as the Pope Adrian faid, when he was todye, O my 
foul, whither goeft thou? thou fhalt never jeft ic, 
{port it out more , when thou fhalt be called to eter- 
nity, thenallthy delights will leave thee, and bid 
thee farewel for ever: if you fhould call to them, 
O now go with me, now I have moft need of you; 
alas, they cannot, all now is but a fhadow, but a 
dream that is paffed away, Alas, Iwas made for 
eternity, and what good is it for me to have fuch 
pleafures for a feafon? What is it to be jocund, 
to trifle up and down a yearor two, and there an 
end ? O how doleful will this found be to you, Your 
feafon is done, you have had your time, it is gone,it 
is paft, and cannot be recalled ! 

And yet this is zot the feafon neither, that fhould 
be for pleafure. Son, remember in thy life time, 
thou hadft thy pleafure ; it {hould not have been then: 
St. Fames, cap. 5.lays it as a great charge upon thofe 
in his time, that they lived in pleafure upon the earth; 
this is a charge of folly. This is a time for vertuous 
actions, to dothe great bufinefs for which we were 
born. It is a notable expreffion we finde in that 
Tractate, in Plutarch’s Atorals, before quoted, he 

| puts this cafe there : Suppofe (fays he) any man were 
to dye, and either God, orthe Kiwg, who had power 

of his life, fhould lengthen it out one hour, that-he 

might make ufc of that hour, either to do fome fa- 

mons action, or to fpend itin picafure, and when 

that hour is atanend, then to dye again, What is 

it hike that this man would do? What, would = 

rather 
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one 


Cap. 1 rl rather have his luft with Las? (that was in thofe 


IO. 


times a famous Whore) or would he rather drink 
{trong and delightful Wine? or not rather do fome 
famous exploit for his Countrey, as to flay Archias, 
and to deliver Athens ? and he determines the cafe, 
Iam perfwaded, fays he, no man in fucha cafe, but 
would rather chufe the latter : Surely our lives are in 
Gods hands, we know not whither fo much as an 
hour be granted us or not, we may be gone to our 
long home the next hour; but what do we choote 
to do ? 

Certainly did we know that our eternity depended 
upon this little uncertain time of our lives, we 
would not think fen{ual pleafures to be in feafon now; 
this time fhould be {pent, in feeking to make our 
peace with God, to humble our fouls, to get off the 
guiltof fin: this is a time of fuing out our pardon, 
of mourning, of forrow, and trouble of fpirit, and 
not the time for jollity and flethly delights. If a 
condemned man had two or three days granted him, 
that he might fue out his pardon, were that a time 
for pleafure? and (ports? thus it is with thee, the fen- 
tence of deathis uponthee, onely a little uncertain 
time is granted thee to get a pardon; know then what 
is thy work thou haft to do, and apply thy felf toit. 

„And were it that thou hadft thy pleafure freely, it 
were another matter, but they muft all be called for 
again and thou muft give a ftriét account for them 
all, Ecclef. 11.9. Rejoyce O yong man in thy youth, 
walk in the way of thy heart , and inthe fight of 
thine eyes, live after thy lufts, and do what thou wilt ; 
a thing that yong men love as their lives : it is an Iro- 
nical confeffion : but remember withal, there muft 


be 
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be anaccount for thefe things; know then this is ;Cap.1ı. 
certain,it is no fancy;a conceit; know it, be through- 
ly convinced of it, as a thing moft certain: for all 
thefe things, there is not one merry meeting, not one 
hour fpent in pleafure, yea, not one pleafurable act 
or thought, but an account muft be given for it, God 
will bring thee, though thou be unwilling to come, 
yet thou canft not avoidit, God will bring thce to 
judgement. Youthink {fuch delights as you have, 
are no fuch things as God takes notice of, they are 
but matters of fport ; thou thinkeft thou haft liberty 
inthem,to do what thou lifteft, thou fhalt never hear 
of themagain; but affure your felf, God will bring 
you to judgement, to be examined, condemned and 
punifhed. Of allmen, golgnaus men leaft think 
of judgement, they put far from them the evil day, 
Amos 6. 2. but above all mên, God hath an eye upon 
them, to bring them to judgement, and Ra 
2 Pet. 2. 9,10. The Lord referves the unjuft unto the 
day of judgement to be punifhed, but chiefly them that 
walk after the flefh, in the luft of uncleanne/s , mark, 
chiefly them , if it were poflible for any to efcape, it 
isimpoffible for you, for God looks at you chiefly. 
T hou now art riotous, and calleft for all the delights 
thou haft a minde to, but there comes a reckoning 
behinde that will damp all. . 
There are three heads, upon which the enquiry 
at the day of judgement will be concerning thy 
leafures. À 
Firft, What kinde of pleafures they wete, whe- 
ther wicked in their own natures, or not. 
Secondly, What time was (pent in them. 
Thirdly, How far thy heart was let out ipon them. 
, K Lattly, 


Moses hts Chotce. 


Laftly , let the fearful end of thefe delightful 
things be confidered. Thofe morfels which were fo 
fwveet in going down, they muft come up again as 
bitter as gall: Feb 20. 12,13. Though wickednefs 
be fiveet in his moth, though he hide it under bis 
tongue, though he fpare it, and forfake it wot, but 
keep it (Pill within his mouth yet his meat in his bowels 
isturned, it is the gall of Alps within bim: And 
Prov. 23.31, 32 itis faid of the wine that moveth 
its felf, fparklingin the cup, atthe laft, it biteh like 
a Serpent, and ftingeth like an Adder. The yong 
man that follows the enticings of the Whore, Prev. 
7.22, 23. He goes as an Ox to (laughter, And as 
a fool tothe ftocks, till adart {trike through his liver, 
he knows not that itis for bis life. And cap. 5. ver. 
11. heis faid tomourn at the laft, when his flefh and 
his body is confumed, and he cryes out, How hawe. 
hated inftruction, and my heart defpifed reproof ? and 
have not obeyed the voyce of my teachers , nor enclined 
mine car tothem that inftructed me? Senfual plea- 
{ure leads to, and fits for deftrudtion. Efay 5. 14. 
Hell hath enlarged her felf, and opened her mouth 
without meafure, hethat rejoyceth {hall defcend into 
it: Job 21. 12, 13. They take the Timbrel and Harp, 
and rejoyce at the found of the Organ, they [pend their 
days in wealth, andin a moment go down to hell, 

The fith {wim down pleafantly in fordan, but fall 
atlaft into the dead iea: the black fea of eternal 
horror, is the conclufion of all thefe fweet delights. 
As Abner to Ioab, 2 Sam.2. 26. Knoweft thou not 
that it will be bitterne{s inthe latter end ? Thefeare 
they who come toafearful end, yea many times in 
this life; as Efay 50. 11. Behold, all ye that kindle a 
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fire, that compafs about your [elves with (barks, walk |Cap. 11. 


inthe light of your fire and in the fparks that you have 
kindled, this fhall ye have of my hand, ye fhall lie 
down in forrow. Younow frame a delightful life to 
your felf, well, walk inthe light of your fire, enjoy 
your delight, fatisfie your {elves in your own ways, 
but this fhall you have of the Lord, You fhall lie down 
in forrow, yea, and that in proportion to your plea- 
fure; Rev. 18.7. How much fhe hath glorified her 
felf, and lived delicioufly, fo much torment give her. 

And how grievous will eternal pain be to thee, who 
art now altogether for delight and pleafure ? Thou 
canft not now endure any fad ice est thou cryeft 
out, they make thee melancholy ; how wilt thou en- 
dure the difmal thoughts of anaccufing tormenting 
confcience everlaftingly 2 thofe fearful gnawings of 


that never-dying worm that was bred in thy fweet de- | 


lights 2? Now thy flefh is dainty, delicate and tender, 
it muft lie foft, and fare delicionfly, it muft have all 
to fatisfie it that canbe devifed, how will it endure 
thofe everlafting burnings ? If after every intempe- 
rate draught, there fhould be a draught of fcalding 
lead poured down, how grievous would it be? the 
end of thy intemperate pleafures will be worfe ; for, 
as Job 21.20. Thou fhalt drink of the wrath of the 


Almighty, and this fhall be the portion of thy ctip, |. 


now thou delighteft in thy long fittings atit, thou 
fhalt drink of this eternally, thofe curfed delights in 
burning lufts, fhall end in eternal burnings. 
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Cuar., XCR 


Who are the truly wife men, with the encouragement 


to the Saints in the happy choice they have 
made. 


Ere you fee who are the wife men in the 
H e: wifdom does moft difcover its 

felf in choice for choice requires underftand-- 
ing to compare and weigh things: The will of every: 
man is for {ome good he would have; every man 
wills to be happy; thisis as natural for every rea- 
fonable Creature, as for the fire to burn : But herein 
appéars wifdom , to make a right choice of thofe 
means that may bring us to that happinefs that we 
do will, here is the infinite miftake of the world, 
they would be happy,but they choofe meansthat are 
quite contrary to happinefs, but thofe that choofe 
right, and pitch upon the means that will indeed 
bring to that happinefs that an immortal foul is ca- 
pable of, furely thofe are wife; this is the wifdom 
that is from above, that can difpofe of fuch means, 
as to obtain this end, andthe greater the means are, 
and the more excellent the endis, the greater is the 
wifdom that orders thereunto,& guides therein: eve- 
ry One can propound an ordinary end to himfelf, and 
means to attain it; but if the bufinefs be of high con- 
fequence, as:fora General to manage an Army, his 
endisahigh end, that concerns the profperity of a 
whole Countrey, and becaufe his end is fo high, that 
wifdom that can order means to attain this end, is 


admired in the world, it is not.an ordinary skil thatis|. 
able to do this. 


Now 


ae 
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Now the attaining of God himfelf,the being bleffed Cap. 12. 
to all eternity, if there be any end that is high, this 
muft be it, for one therefore to be able to order and 
difpofe of means, fo as not to mifcarry in fuch a 
high end as this, fucha glorious and great work as 
this, it muft be wonderful wifdom. The men of the 
world think themfelves wife men, and blefs them- |, 
felves in their wif{dom, becaufe they can order and 
difpofe of means to get money and fine cloaths 
they are poor, and bafe, and low {pirits, who minde 
and regard no higher,and no better things then thefe 
bafe things that are below ; whereas the godly, be- 
caufe God hath let the fear of eternity fall upon 
them, and they regard nothing butin fubordination 
tothat, therefore they fometimes mifcarry in the 
things of the world; hereupon the men of the 
world looking at them, and feeing no higher end 
but the enjoyment of pleafure, and the like, they 
count them a company of fools that will undo them- 
felves, and prove to be beggers, and {o flight them in 
that refpect. 

But there is an infinite miftake in this , were it that 
Gods fervants did propound that end to themfelves, 
and had no higher then that which other men have, 
they would {hift as wellas they; but becaufe they 
have a higher end, therefore their thoughts in wil- 
dom are drawn out about that: As St. Paal faid, 
1 Cor. 2. 12. We have not received the {pirit of the 
world, we cannot fhift and plot in the world; but 
we have received the Spirit of God, that fpirit that 
fhall order us, and difpofe us to enjoy communion 
with God and his Angels for ever. A {wine that 
wanders up and down, can make better fhift to get | 
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home to the trough,then a fheep that wanders to get 
home to the fold : The men of this world are indeed 
wifer in their generation then the children of light, 
but the children of light have their ends and ways, 
wherein their wifdom appears to be full of excellen- 
cy and glory. - 

The wifdom of Politicians is {cen in this, They 
will let go things that are low, and be content to be 
croffed in things thatare mean, if their great plots 
may goon; foit isinalltrue f{pirirual wifdom: A 
gracious heart, when it looks at the enjoyment of 
God in the way of godlinefs, fo be it that great plot 
may goon, it does not fo much look at things that 
are under: and therefore let men know that there ts 
a miftakein this, one day God will make it known, 
who are thofe that are wife on the earth. Surely the 
world did not commend Daniel for his wiidom, that 
he would not omit prayer one day to fave his life,but 
had rather lofe all : Would not the worldly- wife fay, 
What a foolifh thing is this, not to omit prayer ove 
day to fave a mans life, and he muft open his window 
too; that {piritual wifdom which God gives unto his 
people, it is foolifhnefs to a carnal heart, and there- 
fore you fhall have fome’ Parents themfelves, when 
children come to be ftri& in their way,will fay, Wat, 
jrallwe have a fool of you ? And one neighbor to 
another,when they fee any havea tender confcience, 
who before gave himfelf to the pleafure of the flefh, 
We fhall have a fool of you new : Though you count 
them fools, they know your way is folly. They 
thnk the matters of Religion are but niceties, and 
and to venture the lofs of fo much for fuch niceties, 
what a foolifh thing is it? As Pélate wondered at 


- Chrift, 
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Chrift,when his life was in queftion,he talks of truth, | CaP- 12- 
What is truth? Yourlifeis in danger, and do you 
now talk of truth ? 


That which is honeft and vertuous, ts vile and con- ee 
temptible to him whofe body and fenfual part is dear ‘oui corpus 


to him, fays Seneca, Tremember Lactantius brings nimis c4- 


3 os “A! 2 rum cji. 
in a Heathen {corning at the ways of Chriftians in seq, a 


would be Chriftians 5 fays he, Scorn us, contemn us, pent 
and defpife ws, we knonwonr foolifhnefs profits us, let W ete, f 


f invid craus 
he, lies hid there, where there is the title of folly; fapicibae 
for God with affiGion, and with the name’ of folly, 972 Pen 


) . l a 
doth hide the beauty of godlinefs from. the eyes of a 


men; but this is the onely wifdom, to know God, to Pseam- 
ere Galen (Gil be Reid; d fahise ts plectimur 
worfhip God, to be Religious , and for this, fays the tae. lib 


fame Author, with the greateft voyce that Ican 5-c. 12. 


fpeak, I teftifie and proclaim, and denounce, That | 
this is the greateft wifdom. Let us be eftablifhed in !riic porif- 


this, that it is the onely wifdom to choofe the ways on 
of God upon any terms, let come what will come, lbi fulti- 


let allforrows and afflictions to the outward man ame 
come that poffibly can come, this is the abfolute sy A 
wifdom, and this, fays he, is my opinion and judge- [rento Deus 


ment, itis thac Lam throughly convinced of, and |(?2"7" 


: (2plentia 
fhall for ever reft, and be fetled in. O° verita- 


tis abfcon- 
dit, Lact. lib. 4. c. 2. Omnis fapientia hominis in hoc uno jeff ut Deum cognofcat €F 
colat, hoc nojtrum dogma, hæc fententra eft ; quanta itaque voce poffun, teftificor, pro- 
clamo, denuntio. Lact. lib. 4C. 30. 
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Cap.12.| Mark how Solomon fo glorious for wifdom tefti- 
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fies of grace, Prov. 1. 2,3,4,5. he heapeth up fe- 
veral expreffions to manifeft what wifdom comes to 
the heart by godlinefs, for that is the {cope there ; it 
caufes, 1. Toknow Wifdom, 2. Inflruction , 3. To 
perceive the words of Underftanding , 4. To receive 
the inftruction of Wifdom,fuflice, Fudgement, Equi- 
ty. 5. Togive fubtilty to the fimple; not onely un- 
derftanding, but fubtilty ; and that notwithftanding 
all natural fimplicity, in thofe who the world ac- 
counts fimple ones, yet areby grace made fubtile, 
they can defery the danger of fubtile temptations, 
they will not be undermined for their fouls, they will 
not be coufened and cheated by the fubtile policies 
of Devil or World, inthe matter of their fouls, and 
the great things of eternal life, fo as the great wife 
menof the world are. 6. Knowledge and difcre- 
tion to the yong man, of all men, yong men are moft 
ignorant , moft rafh and heady, but grace gives 
knowledge and difcretion both,even to the yong man; 
How many gracious yong men have more under- 
ftanding in the ways of God, and can guide their 
way to Heaven more difcreetly then many ancient 
men, who have repute in the world for wife and un- 
derftanding men? Yea, 7. grace teaches wife coun- 
fels; thewcounfels about their {piritual eftates are 
wife. W ho now dare accufe the ways of godlinefs, 
of folly, when the holy Ghoft hath honored them 
with fo m any feveral expreffions of wifdom in them? 
This then /s true wifdom,to choofe with Mofes, ra- 
ther to fuffe r afflictions with the people of God, then 
to enjoy the pleafures of fin for a feafon. 
Secondly, here is much encouragement to all Gods 
. people 
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people in their way and choice that they have made. |Cap.12. 


Hath God given youa heart to make choice of his 
ways ? O blefs God! There was a time when you 
went on-in giving pleafure to the fieh, and you faw 
then no better thing then fucha kinde of life, and 
the Lord hath been pleafed to difcover better things 
to you, fo as to make you renounce your former 
ways, and to make choice of another way, in which 
your fouls have found other maner of comforts, and 
fatisfactions, and contentments then ever you did 
before: blefs God as David did, Bleffed be the Lord 
that hath given me counfel, and made me tounder- 
fiand aright : So may fuch a foul fay, for had I been 
left tothe counfels of mine own heart, I know what 
foould have become of me. have as vile a heart as 
any, and my heart did take as much delight in the 
flefh as any, and I fhould have gone on, God knows 
whither, and might by this time have plunged my 
{elf into the bottomlefs pit: my friends would have 
given me other counfels to harden me in my ways of 
{inful pleafure, but bleffed be God that hath over- 
powered my heart. How many do I fee every day, 
whole parts of nature exceed mine, and yet they are 
miftaken in the things that concern their everlafting 
welfare, they minde noother things but the plea- 
fures of the flefh, and ftumble at the meannefs of 
Gods people, and this hides the beauty of godlinefs 
from their eyes ; and what a great mercy is this, that 


God hath taken this ftumbling block from me, and- 


that he hath opened mine eyes to fee pearls, though 
wrapped upin rotten rags, and to fee the excellency 
of godlinets, notwithftanding all affiictions that do 


attend upon them? Certainly it is no other but a 
beam 
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Cap.) beam of Gods own light from Heaven, that hath 
fhined into thy heart. 

It isa remarkable paflage that we have Efay 44. 
20,21. where God {hewing the difference between 
thole who forfook the true God, and his people who 
chofe him tobe their God, ftirs up his people to re- 
member for ever this mercy of God towards them, 
that they fhould be delivered from the deceit and va- 
nity whereby others were deluded, and guided ina 
right and fate way, tobe the fervants of the blefled 
God; As for the /dolater, he feedeth upon afhes, a 
deceived heart hath turned him afide that he cannot 
deliver his foul, nor fay, Js there not a lye in my right 
hand ? Now mark what follows, Remember thefe, 
O Facob and Ifrael, for thou art my fervant, Ge As 
if he fhould fay, Do youfee how others have left 
God, and God hath left them? They feed upon afhes, 
a feduced heart hath deceived them, but it is other- 
wife with you, God hath put it into your hearts to 
be my fervants, to choofe me for your God: Re- 
member for ever thefe things, O Facob! hereis a 
mercy indeed, never to be forgotten, How comes it 
to país that your hearts fhould not be fo feduced as 
theirs ¢ it is Gods free grace and rich mercy towards 
you. 

And his mercy is the greater, in that itis infuch 
a weighty thing thar the Lord hath given thee ceun- 
fel to make a right choice in: If aman makes an ill 
choice in a matter that is of moment, that will bring 
him trouble in his lite, how is he grieved ¢ as in mar- 
riage, when he is to make choice in that one thing, 
upon which he knows, the comfort or trouble of 
his life does much depend; if the Lord hath fo ae 

vide 
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vided for him, that he hath made a good choice one- | Cap.12. 
lyin that, how does he blefs God? itis that which 
{weetens all hislife: If itbe fuch a mercy, to be 
guided to make a good choice in marriage; whata 
mercy is it to be guided to make .a good choice for 
ones foul, tobe happy to all eternity ? if the Lord 
fhould leave a foul in that choice, what a lamenta- 
le condition had the foul been ing And therefore, 
thofe that have any favour of godlinefs, if they be 
|to change the condition of their lives, they will 
feck God, and be earneft that God would guide 
them, and nor leave chem to themfelves, and take 
advantage to punifh their former fans, in their choice 
now. If youbetomakea choice that concerns the 
outward comforts.of your lives, you will earneftly 
defire God, not to leave you there ; Now youare to 
make your choice for your eternal condition, if God 
fhould leave you now, what a lamentable condi- 
tion would you bein, as he does leave moftin the 
world ? sat 
As foonas we come to years of difcretion, we 
come to make our choice, to go onin the ways of 
God, or in the ways of death, How many yong 
ones make a woful choice in the beginning, and go. 
on, and are hardened in their choice, and perifh for 
ever? And hath the. Lord looked upon you, andj 
confidered how'like you would be to fail in your 
choice? Andhaththe Lord been pleafed to come 
in with his Spirit, and a light from Heaven to fhew 
youthe way < Have you beard avoyce from heaven, 
faying, This is the way, walk in it? Though God 
fhould leave you in all outward things, yet youare 
made for ever, and therefore thou mayeft a as 
HALS y 


Cap.12. | Fudas, not Ifcariot,; Lord, wherefore is it that thou 
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revealeft thy felf to us; and not to the world ? Lord, 
wherefore is it,that in this great bufinefs of my choice, 
that concerns my eternal eftate, thou art pleafed tore- 
veal thy felf tome, a poor contemptible creature, ra- 
ther then to the world ? . 

1. Hence it is, becaufe thou art one of the chofen 
ones of the Lord, becaufe the Lord hath made a 
choice of thee and hath feparated thee from all eter-, 
nity, todo goodtothy foul: hence it is manifeft, 
that thou art the chofen one of the Lord; when thou 
feeft moft in the world, to follow the pleafures of the 
world, if God hath given thee a heart to choofe his 
ways upon any terms, take this as an argument, that 
thou art a chofen veflel of God. Reciprocal figns 
of Gods grace are the moft fweet; as if I love God, 
this is an argument God loves me, if Gods 
honor be dear to me, then my foul is near to God; fo 
if I choofe God, then God hath chofen me, 

2. This choice is that for which thoufands of 
Gods people have blefled God upon their death- 
beds; they counted it a bleffed time, and bleffed the 


-| means, the Word, and the Inftrument that God was 


pleafed to work by, to incline their hearts to fuch a 
choice as this. 

3. Yea, this choice of thine, though it be fuffer- 
ing affliction, it is that thou fhalt blefs God for, to all 
eternity in the higheft Heavens; it is {uch a great 
mercy, as this little, poor, (pan-long life of ours, is 
not fufficient to give God glory for it,therefore there 
is an eternity referved to praife God for it; when thou 
fhalt fee what good comesof thy choice, then thou 
fhalt blefs God indeed. Certainly, God takes il 

: we 
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wellat thy hands now. Fer. 2.2. I remember the \Cap.t2. 
kindene/s of thy youth, andthe love of thine e/pou- 
fals, when thou wenteft after me in the wildernefs. 
God takes itkindely, that men will choofe him and 
his ways in affliction: if there were always profperity 
in the ways of God, it were nothing, but when it is 
with affliction, it is fo much the more an argument of 
‘| thy love to God, and thy fincerity, and therefore he 
€akes it fo kindely. Blefs God for it; and blefs him 
the rather, becaufe he hath begun with you betimes: 
If the Lord hath given you aheare when you are 
yong to make this choice, what a great mercy is this?’ 
what abundance of fin does fucha one prevent? If 
one that is yeze, goes on inthe ways of Reiigion, 
though he fuffers much in the family wherein he lives, 
his brethren {corn at him, and his Parents hate him; 
yet he hath caufe to rejoyce,. and blefs himfelf inthe 
goodnefs of the Lord. . ; 

4. Again,thou haft further caufe to blefs God, be- | 4 
caufe he hath given thee fuch encouragements {ince 
thou haft made thy choice: thou madeft thy choice 
many. yearsago, Iask thee, Haft thou not had en- 
couragement in thy choice? Haft any caufe to repent 
thee? Ono! blefled be God, I have found more 
sood then I looked for. 

5. And know, within a while, the end of thy | 5. 
choice will be attained, and thenvit fhall appear be- 
fore men and Angels,thou madeft a good choice,and 
all-the world fhall blefs thee for thy choice. Blefled 
be that man or.woman that ever they were born, to 
make fuch achoice: and thou fhalt be honored of 
all chofe that do defpife thee now, and they fhall wih | 
they had made thy choice. Itis reported of a yong 

man 
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Capiz. | man who loved his pleafures, ftanding by St. cdm- 
brofe, and feeing his excellent death, he turned to 
other yong men by him, and faid, O that I might 
live with you, and dye with him! Thou haft little 
caufe to envy them that will choofe vanities for their 
portion, let them have them : though thou haft loft 
fomething of thy bravery, of thy carnal delight for 
this choice, be content, ‘it is made up infinitely here, 
and fhall be made up more hereafter. 

And {eeing-God hath thus enclined your heart to 

himfelf, be for everveftablifhed in your.choice : fee- 
ing God haththewn'to you his ways, fay, as Pilate 
in another cafe, That Ihave written, I have written, 
fo, That I have chofen, I have chofen. If any tem- 
ptation come to tempt you from your choice,as flesh 
and blood would be ready to mutter, and think, I 
might have lived asbrave a life as fuch a one,& might 
have had as much pleafure as fuch a one ; I have loft 
fo many friends, and fo much means, and brought 
my felf into a great many ftraights ; indeed, they 
{pake much of GodsOrdinances,and I wastaken with 
it, and I ventured, and I have brought my felf into 
troubles: and upon the mutterings of flefh and 
blood, you are beginning to bethink your felves | 
again, and examine things again, and think whether 
you did wifely or no: O take heed of that firft de- | 
gree of Apoftacy, namely, that fufpition of your 
choice. 

Many in their yong time are very. zealous in the} 
iways of Religion, while all is well with them, and} 
‘now they meet with other things then they looked | 
for, and they begin to think they were too forward, | 
'andwifh they were not fo. far engaged as they. io 
| they 
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they begin to repent, as chapmen who have out-bid | Cap. 12. 
themfelves: Many go onin a profefhon; and fuffer 
much, becaufe they are engaged in that way, and 
they know not how to get off; if they could get off, 
they would: take heed of repentings of your choice, 
left God lead you out with the workers of iniquity, 
donot liften to the reafonings of flefh and blood. 
Cafsianus reports of a yong man,that had given him- 
felf up toa Chriftian life, and his Parents mitliked 
that way, and they wrote Letters to him, to per- 
fwade him fromit;.and when he knew they were 
Letters come from*them, he would not open them, 
but threw them into the fire: and fo flefh and blood 
will come and fay , Do thus and thus, you may do 
well enough at laft,; throw away thefe letters, thefe 
fuggeftions. of flefh and blood and do not anfiver them, 
but be refolved in thine own heart, [know in whom 
I have believed, I know whom Ihave chofen, I did | 
not choofe rafhiy, but I felt the power of God up- 
on my heart, before I made my choice, and I had’ 
grounds and arguments. of my choice; and what, 
thali I by fuchan argument as this. be perfiaded to: 
the contrary ¢ Therefore goon, and: be. eftablithed. 
in your choice, and the Lord confirm:you- init, and 
give my foul part with youin that choice you have 
made :. let flefh, and the world, and temptations fiy 
whatthey will, peacewill be inthe end. ~ 
You-bave found fome good: already, thar might’) 
make you fay with David,» Surely it: ts good’ for nae! 
todraw near to God: and.though I domeet with fome 
troubles and temptations that do: cry down rhis- 
way, yetlet my foul fay, It is good for me to draw 
near to God : it is goodfor me that I left fuch and |, 
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Cap.12. | fuch things, itis good for me-that-I have thefe Or- 
dinances, though it be with the lofs of {ome out- 
ward comforts, and my eftate be abated, and -m 
trading lefs: fay as David, inthe 73. Pfalm, Truly 
God ts good to Ifrael; however it be, yet God is good 
to Ifrael, though many things feem to the contrary: 
and therefore , conclude with thine own heart, 
Though I fhould never fee good day in the world, 
yet that comfort I have received in the ways of 
God, it is enough to make me prize them for ever : 
if now I fhould dye, and be annihilated, if God 
fhould deprive me of the joys of Heaven, and turn 
me into nothing, yetthat good that I have had al- 
ready in Gods ways, ‘fhould be enough to counter- 
vail all the troubles that I have met withal in the 
world, or ever fhall meet withal : though God fhould 
withdraw himfelf in all the courfe of my life, and I 
fhould be in darknefs, and have nothing but trouble, 
yet I have had enough in God already, to counter- 
vail all. 

Hath God thus fpoken peace to thy foul ? remem- 
ber that text in Pal. 85.8. Return not again to folly : 
the Lord hath fpoken peace already to thy foul in 
afflictions, and therefore, God forbid that thou 
fhouldft return to folly, but continue in thy way, and 
go onconftantly in thy way to the end,and the Lord 
blefs thee in thy way. And this is forthe encou- 
ragement of the hearts of Gods people, that have 
with Mofes made this choice, Rather to fuffer af- 
fittion with the people of God, then to enjoy the 


pleafures of fin for a feafon. 
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Cu aga ML. 
The evil of anill choice, difcovered. 


who have made an ¿K choice : this was a blefled 

choice of Mofes, and whofoever makes this 
choice, are bleffed of the Lord; but how few have 
we of Mofes his minde ? itis a woful choice that ma- 
ny make. Moft people are offended at the afflictions 
of Gods people,their hearts are fetupon pleafure and 
delight, and pleafure they muft have , pleafure to the 
feth is that they choofe, and that they follow after , 
but as for the atili¢ted ways of godlinefs, they can- 
notrelifhthem, their carnal fenfual hearts do turn 
afide from them, they give themfelves up to the 
pleafures of the fleth, and fatisfie themfelves in the 
enjoyment of their hearts defires, and God does 
give them up likewife to their dwn lufts, to let them 
have their choice, fo that they fhall {pend their time 
in mirch and jollity, in eating and drinking, and 
gaming, and in this they blefs themielves, as thofe 
who have wifely provided for themfelves, to make 
their lives fo full of comfort, and foul-content as 
they imagine : thefe are {ec upon.carnal, frothy, fen- 
fual things; as if the chief good and happinefs of 
man confifted in them,and therefore they give them- 
felves liberty in them, to the utmoft. 

That wherein a mans happinefs confifts, he may 
defire infinitely, and he cannot bur do it, it is as na- 
tural tor him to doit, asfor the fireto burn, or the 
ftone todefcend and becaufe men put happinefs in 
the pleafures of the flefh, therefore their hearts are 
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themfelves liberty, without any bounds, and defire | 
that if it were poflible, no limits might be fet 
either by Godor man. If they have means, they f 
account the chicf good of what they have, is, in that 
they may have larger opportunities then. others,to fa- 
tisfie the flefh in the fentual pleafures-of it: and hence 
is the infinite excefs of meats, and drinks, and car-} 
nal delights, in thofe whofe means afford them op- } 
portunities thereunto. Luther {peaking of this ex- 
cefs, haththis expreilion , If Adam fhould now rife } 
again, and fee this madnefs of all forts of men, 1 be- 
lieve he would be [o amaXed at it, that he would fland 
as a fione. 

A. Gellius tells of Caligula, that he made’ one 
{upper that coft three hundred thoufand Crowns.’ E 
have read alfo of Vitellius the Emperor, that at one 
fupper he was ferved with Two thoufand forts of 
fillies, and Seven thoufand feveral fowls. Infuch 
profufe expences, for the fatisfying of the fefh, how | 
many do glory, as ifit were the higheft happinefs at- 
tainable upon the earth ¢ And the bafer fort of peo- 
ple, feeing the great ones’ fet upon fucha kinde of} 
life, in fatisfying the flefh, they think there is no o- 
ther happinefs to be had; therefore all their care, 
thoughts, endeavors are, how they may live jocund- 
ly, and give fatisfaétion to their lufts. Clemens A- | 
lexandrinus tells of a fifh that hath the heart in the 
belly, differing from other living Creatures, which | 
the Philofophers call the Sea-Afs : This is like fen- 
fual men whofe hearts are onely fet upon the things 
of the belly , fo as it may be faid of many in regard 
of fatisfying the fieh, as Aurelianus {aid of one | 

Bonofes, 
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Bonofes, He was born, wot that he might live, but, -Cap.13. 
that he might drink , So do thefe feem to be born, na aul 
not that they might live, but that they might prpir narm 
eat and drink, and pamper the fleth , the whole ae 
world is too ftrait to fome for the pampering their |) 07"? 
bellies. mis angu- 

Oh, how beneath is this tothe true excéllency.of | H- 
arational and immortal foul! What pity is it, that 
an immortal reafonable foul fhould be of no other 
ufe, then to keep the body alive to tafte the fiveet of 
the flefh of beafts, and of the fruitof the earth? 
How many draw all their fubftance thorow their 
throats, and -their belly ¢ their honfes, lands, yea, 
and devour their pofterity like Cannibals, when 
‘men in,company {pend their eftates , their wives 
and children wanting bread athome, what do they, 
but even drink the very blood of their wives and 
children ¢ It was the prophanene(fs of Efan, for which 
God hath branded him, That he fold his birth- 
right forame{s of pottage; yet that was inthe time 
of extreme hunger; thefe men fell God and Hea- 
ven, and all for drink, not to fatisfie thirft, but their 
luft. ol 

But O thou vain man, know thou art utterly | 4 gui 
miftaken in thy choice, if thou continuett in this |rerminum 
way of thine, that thou haft chofen to fatisfie thy |! 
Aeth in, thou art undone for ever, thou wilt ere |e Ben 
long cry out of this thy choice moft bitterly, and |Me ord.vir. 
curfethy felf for it moftfearfully: It is a fedyced 
heart that hath deceived thee, and thou feedeft 
upon afhes, and thou canft not fay Js there not 
a lyetn my right hand? Efay 44. 20. It is true, 
not onely of Idolators, but of all. other ie 

Lz 0 


148 


Moses his Chatce. 


Cap.13. | of evil, thou feedeft upon afhes, they are but afhes 


thou feedeft upon, and delighteft in, and itis a fe- 
duced heart hath turned thee afide from the ways of 
God, that makes thee offended at them; it is the 
God of this world that hath blinded thy eyes, fo that 
thou fhouldeft not fee the glorious excellencies, and 
beautiful pleafures, and {weet delights, that are in 
the ways of God, but that thou fhouldeft pleafe thy 
felf in thofe ways that tend to death: What hath 
the whole courfe of thy life been, but playing with 
the Devils bait,under which is a hook that will {natch 
thee into the forrows of eternal death ¢ -Howfoever 
thofe that live in jollity and delight in the feh, may 
blefs themfelves, yet Gods people whole eyes God 
hath opened, would not be in their condition one 
quarter of an kour fora thoufand worlds. There 
are divers forts that come under this ufe of repre- 
henfion , for that ill and woful choice they have 
made. 

Firft, fuch as choofe to {atisfie themfelves in fuch 
pleafures as are in themfelves finful, fuch who take 
pleafure in filchinefs and ungodline{s : thefe are the 
dregs of men, thefeare the bafeft of all, rhat can 
take delight in the very act of fin it felf: All that is 
faid concerning the dreadful evils of fin, and that 
venome and curfe that there isin fin, is fo far from 
making fin to be bitter to them,as they account-more 
pleafure to be had in many finful ways, then there is 
to be had inthe enjoyment of all the glory that there 
is in God and Jefus Chrift, in Heaven and Eternity: 
O curfed heart, and curfed choice is this, that when 


| God hath revealedin his Word fo much concerning 


the evil of fin, that might make any heart inthe 
world 
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world tremble at it, that thou fhouldft rot onely nor | ©4P#3- 


apprehend the evil of it, or not tafte any bitternefs 
thatis in it, but fhouldft count it delightful, yea, 
fhouldit efteem fo much -pleafure to be had in the 
act of fin ic elf, more then there is to: be had in 
God, in Chrift, or in the Promiles, or in Heaven, or 
‘Eternity. ~~ 
Surely a curfed feduced heart hath deceived thee, 
thefe are infinitely outof the way. Whatis therein 
fin that is thy pleafure,that thou choofeft as the chief 
contentment of thy foul? Isit poffible that the chief 
contentment of a creature fhould be in finning againft 
an infinite God ¢ That thy chief contentment {hould 
be in departing from God ¢ in ftriking at God ? So 
thou doeft in the way of fin: That thy chief con- 
tentinent fhould be in incenfing the wrath of an in- 
finite Deity againft thy foul 2 Thatthy chief con- 
tentment ihould be in putting thy {elf under the 
everlafting curfe, that bindes thee over to eternal 
death ¢ That thy chief contentment fhould be in 
that, which being committed, if ever it comes to be 
pardoned, muft coft more then Heaven and Earth 
is worth? Thou gocit out in the morning, and goeft 
into thy company, and counteft thy felf happy that 
thou haft money.to fpend, and {o takeft thy pleafure: 
This day thou haft done thar, which if ever it be par- 
doned, it muft coft more then Heaven and Earthis 
worth. There muft be a price paid, more worth 
-\then a thoufand worlds, to purchafe the pardon 
of it. E i 
Canft thou choofe that for thy chief contentment, 
whichavas fuch a dreadful burthen to Jefus Chrift; 
| that made the foul of Chrift to be heavy to the very 
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death, that {queazed out clods of blood from him? 
What is the chief pleafuve and delight of thy fonlin 
that, which a true enlightened gracious heart would 
rather luffer all the torments in the world then do tt? 
If fo be it were putto him, either fucha fin muft be 
committed,or elfe all the tortures that can be devifed 
by all the world muft be inflicted upon him; A gra- 
cious heart had rather choofe all the tortures that can 
be infliéted, then do that which thon makeft the 
great pleafure of thy foul: What an infinite diffe- 
rence is between thy bafe heart, and a gractous heart? 
Thy wretched heart doth choofe this deliberately,as 
the great pleafure of thy life, which a gracious heart 
would rather fuffer all the torments of the world, 
then be brought to do it. To delight in fins againft 
confcience, is the moft defperate folly in the world: 


Noman rejoyces in any error or fault im other | 


things, but is rather afhamed ; onely in the errors, in 
the rule of life and obedience men owe to God, they 
rejoyce in. 

Secondly ,thofe come under this reprehenfion,who 
though they do. not choofe things for. their chief 
pleafures that are fin, yet do choofe to themfelves 
pleafures that come inby fin; and though this be 
not fo ill as the other, yet ill enough; that is, 
thofe that fhall ftrain their confciences to get fome- 
thing in the world, to raife their eftates, and when 
they have got eftates, and money, and things well 
about them,then they can be merry, then their tables 


Jare furnifhed, and they can eat and drink, and this 


they delight in: O poor deluded heart ! what is this 
that can give thee fo much content? Thou haft caufe 
to look upon thy table, and every morfel that thou 

eaceft, 


eee nals 


Moses his Choice. 


eateft, as having death init, and every draught you |Cap. 13 
drink, as having the curfeof God init: Little caufe 
thou haft,if thou kneweft all, to rejoyce in thefe plea- 
fures that come in by fin, certainly there can be no 
good that comes in by fin as fin: I know God may 
turn fin to the good of fome,but that which fin brings 
inof itfelf, itis impoffible good fhould come of it ; 
that which thou takeft pleafure in, that which thou 
art merry and jocund in, delighting thy felf withal, 
is, itmay be, the calamity and mifery of others, 
and how hard is that heart, that can make that his 
mirth and joy, tharisthe forrow and diftrefs of his 
brother? Chryfoffom in a Sermon againft luxury 
and excefs , cryes out againft thofe who riot in thofe 
things that they have got by making others mifera- 
ble,and fays,It is the moft grievous thing that can be. 

Thirdly,thofe who do neither of thefe, they choofe 
not to themfelves the pleafures that ‘are fin, nor the 
pleafures that come in by fin, but fuch pleafures, in 
the enjoyment of which they do fin; though the plea- 
{ures be in themfelves lawful, they choofe to let out 
their hearts unto them, and {pend the ftrength of 
their {pirits on them, they think becaufe there is no 
hurt in them in themfelves, therefore they may give 
liberty to themfelves , there is a great deal of mi- 
ftake in this: we may fin exceedingly in things that 
are lawful; when men fhall {pend fo much time (as 
many that are profeflors do) in giving themfelves 
content infome /ports and delights to the flefh,as they 
cut God fhort of his time, that time that fhould be 
{pent in examining their hearts,humbling their fouls, 
feeking the.face of God, is fpent in fome flight, vain, 
idle {porr. tas i 
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Many are guilty of this, efpecially thofe that have 
means, and their callings do not require fuch a ne- 
ceffiry of continual. attendance: How is that time 
{pent wherein you have liberty from your callings ? 
Certainly, no good account can be given of that 
time, much might be gained toyour fouls in it, and 
much converfe and communion you might have with 
God; and what ill choice'do you make,when as ma- 
ny poor Chriftians would ble!s Gal, if they could 
have a little liberty from their callings? On the one 
fide there is this liberty for you to enjoy commu- 
nion with God, and furnifh your fouls with heavenly 
excellencies : On the other fide, there is a little vain 
delight and carnal content, and eafe to the flefhyand 
you rather choofe this. It may be; though God hath 
helped you inthe main, you chofe right, yet be con- 
vinced this day of the evilof this particular choice, 
in giving {uch inordinate contentment to your felves, 
in giving that eafe.to your bodies, liberties to the 
fluggifhnefs of your {pisits, andreform. You have 
nat honored God as you ought, and.therefore your 
lives are not fo beautiful: In the general you conti- 
nue in the ways.of Religion, but:there is'notthat 
convincing luftre and beauty.in your lives’; you do 
not draw others to-that love. of godlinefs, ‘becaufe 
your hearts become fo vain, and forflight,in choofing 
inordinate liberties to _yourfelves, in pending’ your 
times and ftrength in the pleafures:of_the Aeth; and 
therefore when you come. to fpiritual employment, 
you have no ftrength,but your hearts are dead: ap» 
pealto your confciences, when you have given your 
iclves leave to have content. tothe flefh, when you 
come to communion with God, what dead flat hearts 


have 


Moses ‘his (hice. 153 
Have you 2- Lerme fpeakto fuch this day fromthe |CP''3- 
Lord, this liberty you take’to your felves in the plea- 
fures of. the flefh, hath been the root of the ‘Apoftacy 
of many ; as 2 Per. 2. 18. thofe who fell off were 
allured through the wfs: of the fef; eventhough 
they are faid to be clean efcaped trom-them who live 
in error, yet through wartonnefs they were drawn 
‘afide. Wanton profeffors feidom prove lafting pro- 
feflors; at leaftinany power of godlinefs. 62> | 
“Take this one note about ‘this, Thar man or ‘wo- | 
man that’ fhall not efteem the hardeft work of god: 
linefS ata higherrace, thenthe.moft delightful con- 
tentment to the fleth, hathnot chofenright, and siay | 

| fulpedt that yer he is to choofe in theway: of -eternal 
life. “Itis true, that the hardeft duty of godliness; - 
may be burthenfom to the fleth for a while, yet there. 
is no gracious heart, but efteems ofthis duty atan 
infinite higher rate). then. the -pleafares:of the fleth, 
though rever fo lawfal:yit looks upon the‘ pleafures | 
ofthe flefhas mean low things; though lawful, but 
looks upon the duties of godlinefs as precious things, ; 
though hard; and thofe are the things that are‘moft 

'fuitable to.a gracious frame offpirit orlonsi ona wotg: 

| Again, fourthly,thofe come under this reprehenfion 
of making an ill choice, who havethad‘foine firings. 
of the Spirit of God, fome workings of their:con* 

,|{eiences,) that theizy waychatlinot béderiaood, “and 

right; and'thefethave been'bur forfomerimel after: 
ward they have given:tliemfelves, and do give them= 

felves! tooctoo much liberty indatisfying: che Aeth. 
| Bhefe:arenlike the Ifraelites:, ,of whom. welvexd; 
Exodizg» vis iaccording:tothe note rhavifumehave 
uponthis placez: They faw God, andidid sean’ 
Jr, «That i. 
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Thatis, fay they, although they had feen God, yet 
they turned again to temporal pleafures,to eating and 
| drinking, inafenfual way, as if ithad reference to 
that fenfual esting and drinking and rifing up to play, 
| upon-the dedication of their Calf they fate up, which 
was prefently after, ©, 


does propound.a better way, and they fee, and are 
. con- 
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convinced of it, yet atlength eff overcomes, and” 
con{cience yields, and they become meer fots, har- 
dened in the way of the lufts of their hearts ; and this 
is a moft dreadful thing, when ever this befals any. 

Again, there are others that have had fome tafte 
of the ways of God, have begun to make a choice, 
and have ttyed the ways of Religion, and continued 
a while in them, and yet come to be weary and tired : 
yea, it may be fome upon their fick-beds, and-death- 
beds, have cryed out of the folly of their former 
choice; and yet, when God hath delivered them 
again, they have gone on in the fame excels of riot, 
and giving liberty ro che {atisfying of the flefh, inthe 
fame way, if noc ina further degree then ever for- 
merly; whata dreadful thing isthis! To all thofe 
that are thus deluded, in making this evil choice, let 
me fpeak a word or two. i 

Firft, Wouldft thou be willing at the day of judge- | 
ment, to be accufed and found’ guilty before the 
Lord of this, that thon haft efteemed more pleafure p/i 
tobe had, either in fiz, or in any lawful content, |” 7 
then in all-ehe pleafures that are to be had in God, {fo } 
as it fhould be faid before men and Angels, Lo! the 
ú the man that made not God his portion; Lo! here 
ftands the man, that for many years together did ac- 
count more good to behad inthe pleafures of ‘the 
fief, then in all the good that was tobe enjoyed in 
all the artributes of God, andall the merits‘of Jefus 
Chrift, in all the promifes of life, in all the ways of 
grace? What doeft thou think will be thy condition, | 
when as thou fhalt be brought as guilty before men 
and Angels, tharall ‘hall look upon thee as a curfed 
fool in Ifrtel ? God and his Angels look now upon 

thee 
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to have all the world look'upon: thee as guilty of 
fuch a curfed folly as'this, how bitter will it be to 
thee? wouldf thou be willing to bein ducha condi- 


t 


Agains Wouldftthou be willig at the great day 
to be found guilryof hating the ways of God ¿»I 
I hope I donot fo; (vill {ome fay) though I give 
pleatureto my flefh. Yes, that man or woman that 
choofeth the, way of giving content to the flefh, ira- 
ther then the ftrié: ways of godlinets, fuch a one 
hates Gods ways, and fo hates God himfelf in hating 
Gods ways: as, mark that place in Prov. 1. For that 
they hated knowledge, and did not choofe the fear of 
the Lord, How was it proved they hated knowledge? 
‘They hated that truth of God, and that which fhould 
bring them into the ways of God, and guide them in 
it; How doesthatappear? They did not choofe the 
fear of the Lord,. if thou doeftnot choofe the ways 
of God, thou hateft the ways of God, and fo by con- 

fequent art a hater of God himfelf. 
Thirdly, Wouldft thouwillingly have God reject 
all thy fervices, and account them as abominable to 
him? Thus he .threatens-againft thofe who choofe 
their own ways, Efay 66.3. He that killethan Ox, 
is asif he flewaman, he that facrificetha Lamb, as 
if he cut off adozs neck, he that offereth an oblation, 
as if he offered [wines blood ; he that burneth incenfe, 
as if he ble([ed an idol; and the reafon of all is given, 
They have chofen their ownways, and their foul de- 
lighteth in their abominations. There are not {uch 
four expreffions of Gods rejecting .a mans fervices 
that he tenders up unto him, in all the Book of God, 
and 
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and this is given as the reafon of all, becaufe they |Cap.13. 


have chofen their own ways. 

Again, Wouldft thou not be loath, that in the 
time of greateft anguifh of fpirit, and affliction of 
body, when thou fhalt be crying to God for mercy, 
that God fhould take pleafure inthy mifery, and be 
fo far from relieving of thee, asto mock at thy de- 
ftruction ¢ now thou canft laugh, and be merry, and 
jocund ; but what if it does prove, that this way of 
mirth and delight to the flefh, fhall procure unto 
thee Gods laughing, and Gods mocking at thee in 
thy anguifh , and greateft diftrefs that ever thy 
foul fhall be in? Certainly, if thou walkeft in the 
way thou artin, this will be thy portion: mark that 
placein Prov. 1.24. what God fays, I have called, 
and yourefufed, I have ftretched out my hand, and no 
man regarded,but ye have fet at naught all my counfel, 
and would none of wy reproof: Ialfo will laugh at your 
calamity, Iwill mock when your fear cometh, &e. 

Be it known unto thee,that in whatfoever fin thou 
bleffeft thy felf, the more thou bleffeft thy felf in it, 
the more curfed fhall icbe unto thee. What comfort 
will the pleafures of the flefh be tothce, when as 
Chrift fhall come and fay, Was I content to part 
with the pleaftires of Heaven, the bofome of my Fa- 
ther to redeem poor man ? and was it not the plea- 
fure of a little meat and drink thou couldft be content 
to:part with for me? Could I -be content to part with 
my blood, and couldft not thou be content to part 
with thy lufts 2 Was not all my fufferings worthy of 
enduring thofe little things thou wert called to {uffer 
in thy life? What, was not all that glory of mine 

that I revealed in my word, and works, fufficient to 
fhew 
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Cap.14. |dhew:me to be worthy, that thou fhouldft have given 
fuch a teftimony of thy refpect, and honor to me, as 
to be willing to part with fuch empty, poor, flight 
things, and to fuffer fuch poor little things? When 
God fhall bring the Saints before thee that did make 
a better choice, and thou fhalt fee them to bein a 
moft glorious bleffed condition, and thou thy felf 
caft off forever; how will this confound thee ano- 
ther day ¢ Confider of this, you that have made an 

| ill choice, now while itis time, confider of the evil, 
of the folly, of the danger, of the curfednefs of that 
choice that you have made, in that you have chofen 
rather to give content to your flefh, then the ways of 
godlinefs. Wherefore for the following of thisina 
word of exhortation. | 


oe 


A 
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Cuar. XIV. : 
The drawing mens hearts to a happy choice. 


U feg He Lord then perfwade thy heart to change 
i thy choice; change it, or elfe thou art loft, 
better thou hadft never been born, then that 

thou fhouldft not change thy choice;O that now thou 
hadft wifdom for eternity ! whatfoever your ways 
have been, now at laft in this your day, learn to know 
the evilof them, to renounce them, to embrace the 
ways of godlinefs, and let it be fufficient, that you 
have {pent fo much time in the ways of fin, and 
giving content to your flefh. O that this may be the 
day of your new choice, that you may blefs God for 
this day, that God did this day dartin fome truths, 
to turn the ftreams of thy foul another way, to make 
another 
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another choice ! that there might be before thou 
goeft out of the prefence of God, a fecret frame of 
{pirit, furrendring thy foul unto God, being convin- 
ced of thy evil choice, and fay , © Lord, how have 
I lived? What hath my courfe been? the Lord 
knows my courfe hath been to give content to my 
flefh, and to live bravely in my life ; now God be- 
gins to make me afraid, left I have been in a dange- 
rous falfe way ;.the Lord have mercy upon me, what: 
have I done? Is it not time to look aboutme? I| 
have all this time mifcarried in the choice of my foul 
for my everlafting eftate, I have chofen the ways of 
death all this while. 

© that the fear of God might fall upon your hearts 
this day ! and then the promife of God is, Pfal.25. 
12. Whois the man that feareth the Lord, him will 
he teach in the way that he fhall choofe. The fear of 
God will put you into a teachable frame, and the 
Lord delights to teachfuch; and furely it isan un- 
{Apeakable bleffing of God, tobe taught in the way 
of our choice. How happy wercit, ifthe Lord would 
put a reafoning frame into your hearts, that you 
might begin to ponder, and weigh things, and if {pi- 
ritual arguments cannot prevail, yet let us fee whe- 
ther they youreafonable Creatures or no ; Efay 46. 
‘8. Remember, and fhew your [elves men, bring to 
minde, O ye tranfereffors ! Come, let us reaton to- 
gether, Isthere not infinite reafon for Gods ways 
more thenthofe ways you have walked in? Is not 
| God infinitely worthy of honor and praife from you, 
other maner of honor and praife then he hath had 
from you, your own confciences being judges ? Hath 
not God given youimmortal fouls? and are they not | 

capable 
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Cap.14 capable of better things then thefe things that you 
have chofen for your chiefeft good ¢ Hath not God 

made you fora higher end, thentoeat, and drink, 
and play ? What, did the bleffed Trinity confuit to 
make a glorious creature, Come, let us make man, ac- 
cording to our own image : and whenthis great work 
ts done, is he made for no other end thea to eat and: 
drink, and commit wickednefs ¢ What, is not man 
to live by rule ? indeed no creatures but Angels and 
men, have a rule to walk by, no creature is capable 
of knowing arule but they. 
What if fo bethat now thou wert to dye, what 
would comfort thee? if God thould putanend to 
thy days, and call thee to an account for thy ways, 
what account couldft thou give to the great and 
dreadful God, of thy ways and life 2 would thy ways 
be peace? Itmay be thouchinkeft thou mayeft have 
thy pleafure and that which is fpoken out of the word 
by the Minifters, thou canft avoid, and there are no 
fuch things as thou heareft, but what if thofe things 
that we deliver, concerning the evil of fin, and the 
danger of that way of fin, fhould prove true? then 
wo unto thee, if all thy comfort depends upon this, 
thou hopeft thefe things that we preach are not true ; 
and is not this all the f{upport of thy comfort, which 
if it fail, thou art loft for evere Certainly, if that 
glory of God, and that eternal eftate we preach fo 
much of be true, itis worth the venturing of the lofs 
of greater pleafures and delights, then any thou haft 
in thy feeking after them: make but a fuppofition, 
| What if it fhould be fo, is it not worth the venturing 
You will do foinother things, the very fuppofition 
of a great gain, or poflibility of great evil, will make 


you 


ad 
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youventure much : God does not call you to venture 
much,- they are poor things that you are perfivaded 
toleave, and be not too confident in your way, all 
that is written in the word may be true, and if it be 
but poffible, yet be fo wife as upon a fuppofition to 
venture. 

O that you would make tryal of the ways of God ! 
If once your hearts were in them,whereby you would 
befatished, as to want none of thefe pleafures, it 
would make the moderation of them more pleafant 
then the excefs: You would finde more pleafure 
in the very act of felf-denial, then in all the pleafure 
of your lives; and if there befo much pleafure in 
the denying falfe pleafure, what thenis there in the 
enjoying true? Surely God hath pleafure enough 
for you, if youhada heart ro truft him with your 
pleafure ; you fhall onely lofe your fin, not your 
pleafure. Bernard hath a notable expreffion ina 
declamation of his De boxis deferendis , If you be 
willing, fays he, to facrifice your Ifaac, which fig- 
nifies laughter, that is your pleafure, your Ifaac, your 
pleafure fhall not dye, it is the Ram, that is, your 
ftoutnefs of {pirit, your felf-willedneis that thall dye, 
but Zfaac fhall live, you fhall have pleafure full. 
Do not harbor ill thoughts of God, to think that 
God is an enemy to your pleafure, and delight, he 
does not delight to grieve the fpirits of men, if you 
would truft him with your pleafure, you fhould have 
pleafure, it may bein this world, but howfoever in 
the conclufion you fhall have pleafure enough, my 
foul for thine. You muft truft God with your fouls, 
and eternal conditions, and will you not truft him 
with your pleafures 2 Do youthink- Chrif came to 
s ) M dye, 
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Gap.15+/ dye, and fhed his precious blood to bring men into 
worfer conditions then before? O no,certainly Chrift 
‘did not come to take away any pleafure from his 
people, but to bring them the pleafures of Heaven, 
‘and of earth too, fo far as they, are needful. Is it 
‘not more’ like thou fhouldft have pleature when 
i thouart reconciled to God, then when thou art an 
enemy ¢ 
We read of Cajzs the Emperor, (Agrippa having 
{uffered lnprifonment for.wifhing him to be Ems- 
peror) that afterward when he came to be Emperor, 
the firft thing he did was to prefer Ud grippa, and 
gave hima Chain.of Gold, as heavy as the Chain 
of Iron that was upon him in Prifon: And foif an 
do fuffer for God, do you think that God will let him 
lofe by him? Suppofe you have a Servant about 
your bufinefs, and he fufters much trouble and op- 
pofition, will you not recompence him for that 
which he fuffers for your fake ¢ Do you think that 
God will let his people fink in their fufferings for 
him? God forbid we fhould have any fuch thoughts 
of him. | | 
Do not judge of the ways of God by outward ap+ 
pearance , but judge according to the, true value 
and worth of things: Shall we in other things 
judge according tothe value and worth of things, 
and onely in the ways of God, judge by outward ap* 
pearance, and not according to the worth? Do but 
come near to the ways of godlinefs, you will finde 
them other things then you imagine: As Peter Mar- 
tyr had a {peech in his Sermon, that was the means of 
that Marquefs Galeacius his converfion : If fo be fays | 
| he, one fhould (ce a company of -Mufitians, that'are | 
i j playing | ~ 
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playing and dancing according to their art, a great | Cap.r9. 
| way off, ke mould think that they were mad men ; but 
if he come nearer and nearer, and hear the melodious 
found of the. mufique, and .obferve their art in: all 
they do, Ae will be of another minde: And’ fo'men 
of the world look upon Gods people afar off, and 
think them, madmen to take fuch courfes; but if they 
would come nearer, and obferve their ways, and fee 
the equity and reafon, and obferve the excellency 
and beauty that is in them, they would be of other 
mindes. 
Youthat shave hard thoughts of Gods way, you 
have looked upon them as things a great way off; |.Qu4 fuave 
come nearer, pry into them a little further,make eryal [722 /ubite 


: : aum eft 
of them a little, that you may have experience of leirctib/ua- 


them, you will think otherwife of them ; if it were |uitaribus’ 
poffible for you. to, enter upon. Gods ways with the [857 ° 
amitiere — 
indeed be tedious, butif you enter into the ways of [7 fut, 
God, your hearts will be changed, and you will be |eaudsi e- 
rat: ejicic- 
things that were grievous to you, will be delight- (ye, vera m 
ful to yow. St. —4uguftine in his Confeffions hath |e fumma 
3 rag cjiciebas,et 
afudden, to be without thofe fiveet vanities? And |intrabas 
thofe things which I was afraid to lofe, with joy I 
voluptate 
. s dulcior, fed 
nels, didit caft out thofe from me, and inftead of 
them did{t enter in thy felf, who art more delight- |’ 
it was not thus with me heretofore when I fate in 
darkne{s. eit eet 


Or quas 
fame bafe hearts that you haye, . Gods ways would 
dimittere 
other men, and when your hearts are changed, thofe | cjicie- 
J ow enin & 
this notable expreflion : How fiveet was it to me of |/#4 vas 
proei,omni 
let go, for thou who art the true and onely fiveet- 
ful thenall pleafure, more clear thea all light, but 
Now if you have any conviction at all, tell me, |Aug.Con 
M 2 Are lg. c. 1. | 
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Cap.14. | Are you willing to enter into the ways of God ¢ Do 


you thinkthem worthy of regard, if ic were not 
for trouble and aftiiction Then fo it ftands, if you 
were not to fuffer affliction you would embrace them, 
and what an ignoble {pirit is this, unbefeeming a 
Chriftian, whofe {pirit fhould have true Nobility 
and Magnanimity, and you come off thus bafely, 
If you thould never fuffer, if have no trouble ! Truly 
God is much beholden to you (as we may {peak 
with holy reverence ;) you would have God choofe 
you, notwithftanding all your fins that are grievous 
to him: Why will not you choofe God and his 
ways, notwithftanding the afflictions and fuffer- 
ings that are grievous to you’ Do you think the 
{ufferings you are like to meet withal in Gods ways, 
are more grievous to you, then your fins are to 
him? Yet notwithftanding your fins,he choofes you; 
Why notwithftanding the fufferings you may meet 
with, fhould not youchoofe him¢ Suppofe Chrift 
had ftood upon thefe terms, and faid, It is true, I fee 
poor wretched finful man ready to perifh, and 
muft lie under the wrath of. an infinite God, and 
it pities me to fee his mifery, and I could be content 
to redeem him, but I muft fuffer fo much, be in the 
form of a fervant, and be defpifed, and perfecuted, 


-and fuffer a curfed death, and therefore let him ra- 


ther perih: If Chrift had ftood at this, what had 
become of you’ Yet you ftand at this. Gods ways 
are good, my ways are evil, I could be content to 
embrace Gods ways; but I muft fuffer: If Chrift 
did not makeaftand at this, when he faw thy mifery,, 
but was content to redeem thee, and brake through 
all fufferings ; Why should not you be content to 
embrace. | 
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embrace him in his ways through all fufferings ? 
Why fhould not your hearts be convinced by that 
which hath {o much reafon init?  . 

_ Itis reported of one Marinus a Soldier, whenit 
fell to him to be preferred in fome place, he was like. 
to lofe it becaufe he wasa Chriftian, and he began 


| to tagger, and to have thoughts rather to lcave off | 


Religion, then to lofe his place: Then came one 
Theodiftus, and brings him into the Temple, and 
laid by him the Sword and the Te/tament, the Gojpel, 
and bade him take his choice: Here is the Sword, 
which is anemblem of thy place,and here is the Go- 
fpel,choofe the one, you muft have but one:Then his 
heart gave in, and {o left the Sword, and chofe the 
Golpel. The wifdom of God this day hath ftood, 
and ftill ftands before you, pleading with you, cry- 
ing to you to come in and embrace her, to makea 


happy choice for thy foul; foHy likewife hath her 


pleadings, and perfwafions to draw thee tothe lufts 
of the flefh, both make their offers unto thee ; as they 
fay of Hercules when he was yong, he faw vertwe and 
vice in the likenefs of two Virgins wooing him, vice 
like a painted Harlot, and vertze like a {ober chafte 
Virgin, both prefenting themfelves with wooing of- 
fers unto him. 

It is very obfervable that we finde, Prov.g. con= 
cerning wifdom and the foolifh woman, both 
pleading to draw the hearts of men to them, and 
they begin in the fame maner, they both make 
offers to draw the heart, ver.4. Who fo i fimple, let 
him turnin hither, as for himthat wanteth under- 
tanding, fhe faith to him; and verfe 16. the foolith 
woman ufeth the fame words to draw after her : 


M 3 and 
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€ap.r4. [and as wifdom is upon the high places of the City, 


ver, 3. fois folly, ver.15. yet wifdom is above the 
foolifh woman, forthe Text fays of wifdom, fhe is 
upon the higheft places, and of the foolifh woman, 
it is onely faid, fhe is in the high places : And obferve 
further, Wifdom calls to eat her bread, and drink 
her wine, ver. 5. and the foolifh woman makes her 
offer, her delights are fweet, fhe fays; but they are 
but feet waters, and that ftolntoo; and her bread, 
fhe fays, is pleafant but it is fecret, fuch as fhe ts 
even afhamed of her felf: Inthe chosce that wifdom 
prefents, and that which folly prefents, you have life 
and death fet before you; as Mofes therefore faid 
tothe people, fo Ito you, I have fet before you this 
day life and death : Now what anfwer will you give 
to God ¢ Will you go on in the ways of the pleafure 
of the fieh? Are your hearts fo bold and venturous, 
that youdare venture togo onin thefe ways? Wo 
unto you for the curfed hardnefs of your hearts. Were 
it indeed that you never heard the ways of God 
opened to you, it were another matter, but in that 
you have, and yet you go on in your choice after this 
Sermon, God may fay, Be it unto theeas thou haft 
chofen ; God may fet to his feal, thou haft chofen 
vanities, and a lye, and bafe pleafures; and vani- 
ties, andalye, and bafe pleafures to thy flefh thou 
fhalt have. -_ 

Wherefore that thou mayeft be delivered from. 
this feal this night, O confider what a mercy of God 
it is that thou haft yet time to make thy choice. How 
many hath God caft off? And now it is too late to 


'. {| choofe, God hath determined the bufinefs ; O that 


yet there fhould be time! © that this would move: 
your 
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your hearts ! We are fain thus to labor, and ftrive) Cap.14. 
with mens {pirits to take them off from vain pleafures, 
to urge theftrength of all arguments we can, with 
all our might; were it-that mens hearts were not very 
fenfual, and hardened in their fenfuality , it would 
not be needful thus to ftrive, the very propounding 
fome one argument, might be fufficient to prevail. 
It was a fpeech of Gregery Nyffen, who lived al- 
moft thirteen hundred years ago; He that does but 
hear of Hell, is without any further labor or ftudy 
taken off from finful pleafures: Mens hearts are 
grown harder fince. 

But what if I thould come in now? I who have} Quest. 
given fo much pleafure to the flefh,would God accept 
of me, and regard me ? 

Be it known unto thee, thou that haft given thy felf | 47/”. 
liberty in injoying the pleafures of the flefh to the 
utmeft, thouthat haft been moft wretched, if thou 
haft a heart to come in this day, and turn thy choice, 
God is yet ready to embrace thee; we have com- 
miffion to offer grace and mercy to thee upon thy 
recalling thy felf, yea, we have a promife, you fhall 
have abundance of mercy, if you havea heartto 
comein. Prov, 1. 22,23. How long ye fimple ones 
will ye love fimplicity ? and the {corners delight in 
their fcorning, and fools hate knowledge ? Turn you 
at my reproof behold I will pour out my Spirit unto you, 
Iwill make.known my words unto you. Lf any of you 
have gone fo far when we have {poken againft the 
pleafures of the flefb, and for the ways of godlinefs, 
you have {corned the word of the Lord ; if you have 
been fcorners, and contemners, yet turn and make 
your choice better. Behold, will pour out my Spirit to 

: M 4 yous 


what his good will and pleafure is, and though T 
fhould never enjoy good day in the flefh, yet I give 
my felf up to that way of God. O that there might 
come this voice up-to Heaven this night, that your 
fouls may be bleffed for ever.in this days choice ! 
And if God do begin to ftir your hearts, now take 
the opportunity, choofe the things that pleafe him, 
and take hold of the Covenant; if you be con- 
vinced of the good ways of God, now clofe with 
them, cleave to them, let yourhearts faften, take | 
fuch faft hold of the Covenant, as you may never 
let it go. Obferve how thefe two are joyned toge- 
ther, Ifaiah 56.4. Choofe the things that pleafe me, 
and take hold of my Covenant ; Take hold now, for 
it is your life. 
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Char: XV. 


The true plesfantne/s of all the ways of god- 
i linefs. 


N Ow that you may be further convinced that 


in the choice of the ways of godlinefs, you 

fhall not lofe, but change pleafures; you 
fhall finde pleafures {weet and fatistying, of a higher 
nature in them then ever before your fouls were ac- 
quainted with ; confider what Solomon faith of the 
ways of wifdom, Solomon , who had experience 
of all other pleafures whatfoever, yetof them he 
faith, Proverbs 3.17. Her ways are ways of plea- 
fantnefs. 

That the yoke of Chrift was an eafie yoke, and the 
ways of godlinefs had eafe in them, we have fpoken 
largely: As they have eafe, fo they have pleafant- 
ef, all the ways of godlinefs are pleafant, to that at 
this time. Ordinarily we cannot expect any depen- 
dence in thefe Proverbs, but yet in this you have, 
there is a dependence of thefe words upon the 13.ver. 
and fo from thence there is a connextion of the feve- 
ral Proverbs. 

In the 13. ver. you have the commendation of 
-| wifdom, and the bleffed eftate of that man fet out, 
that findes wifdom : Wifdom is commended by many | 
arguments, and amongft the reft, not to fpend time 
about the other, this is one, -becaufe all ber ways 
are ways of pleafantnefs, and therefore happy is the 
man that findes it our. Al ber ways, that is, the 
ways of wifdom, the ways of godline(s, chey are ways- 
of pleafantne{s, nor onely fhallbe, but they are fo, 

somata 
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Cap.15.j| they are ways in themfelves pleafant, and lead to 
j pleafantnefs: They are ways not onely pleafant, but 
ways of pleafantne/s in the abftract. Wherefore the 

point that is to be the {ubject of this exercife, is, as 

you have it plain in the words : . 

That the ways of godline{s are delightful ways, fuk 

-Jof pleafure, yea, they are pleafantnefs it (elf. ` 

There is nothing that mans heart is fet more upon 
thenpleafure; and nothing hinders a man from the 

ways of godlinefs, more then fear he fhall not finde 
pleafure in them: Wherefore it is an argument of 
great concernment for us, throughly to be convinced 
that there is pleafaatnefs in the ways of godlinefs, 
they are ways of pleafure, and I hope I {peak unto 
fuch, whofe hearts clofe with the point as foon as it 
is named, who can fay, Yes, and we finde it fo. The 

ways of wifdom are either the ways of Gods Ordi 
pances, or the ways of exercife of grace, or ways of 
obedience; all thefe are the ways of pleafantnefs. 
| How amiable are thy Tabernacles, O Lord! they fhak 
= be fatisfied with the fatnefs of thy houfe, the beanty of 
holine{s, And the like is faid of the Ordinances of 

God: The exercifes of the graces of the Spirit, they 

are the ways of wifdom, and are full of delight and 
pleafure: Cant.7.13. The Mandrakes give a [mell, 

and at our gates are all maner of fruits, new and old, 

which I have laid up for thee, O my beloved + In the 

Church of God the exercife of the graces of Gods 

Spirit among them is pleafant. The duties of obe- 

dience are pleafant: O how Ilowe thy Law! Thy 
Law & my delight’: and a hundred fuch expreffions 

in Scripture. 

The Scripture fets out the pleafantnefs of Gods 
i ways, 
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ways, by all maner of pleafure that men finde in the \Cap.15. 


world, the pleaftire of the eye, of the ta/te, of the 
fmell, of the ear. The way of the righteous is 2s a 
| light that fhines more and more toa perfect day: Now 
itis a good and pleafant thing for an eye to behold 
the light; no fuch beauty asin the waysiof godli- 
nefs, The favour of oyntments and pices, in Scri- 
pture fets out the fragrancy of Gods Spirit. The 
melody of the ear, that is alfo for the ferting out of 
the joy of Gods people, .Bleffed are they that hear 
the joyful found. The tafe, O comeand tafte how 
{weet the Lordis, And the delight that Gods people 
have with the Lord in his ways, is fet out by the mar- 
riagedelight, thatis the greateft natural delight a- 
mongft the children of men. 

But wherein does the pleafantnefs of the ways 
of wifdom appear? what kinde of pleafantne(s 
is It ¢ 

Ifhall anfwer fome queres about this, and make 
{fome application of it, and {o proceed. Then a Ma- 
fter is like to prevail with his Scholars, and make 


{them good Scholars, when he can make them love | 


their Books : and it is the duty of Minifters,not only 

to convince people, that-they ought to walk in the 
ways of godline{s, but to make them love them; that 
we may make you in love with the ways of godlinefs, 
we fhall thew what pleafantne{s is in them : Surely 
they muft needs be ways of pleafantnefs, 

Firft, becaufe they are the ways of wifdom - 
if they were but onely rational ways, fuch ways 
as were fuitable to the principles of right reafon , 
there were abundance of delight in them: certain- 
ly , there are.rational delights, as well as feafual 


delights ; 
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Cap. 15. delights, he is not worthy of the name of aman, 


that does not think there are rational delights , as} 
well as fenfual: Many of the Heathens that knew 


\what rational delights were, thofe things fuitable 


-| fhine, and P 


to the rules of right Reafon, {corned fenfual de- 
lights, as inferior to them; give me that man that 
hath but the rules of right Reafon, and I dare un- 
dertake to convince him, that all theways of god- 
linefs are {uitable to thofe principles, though fome 
be above them: But being ways of wifdom there 
is more pleafure, becaufe they are not onely fuitable 
to the rules of right Realon, but are able to elevate 
Realon : Wifdom does make the face of aman to 

uts a luftre upon a man, and puts a glory 
upon any thing; the beauty and glory that wifdom 
hath, is put upon the ways of godlinefs, therefore 
pleafant, 

Secondly, they are pleafantnefs, becaufe inthem 
the foul of a man is in the true and right temper and 
frame of it: Now the delight of nature, "it is the 
right temper and frame, fuitable to the principles 
of nature in every thing, And therefore, that Text 
that you all know, where it is faid, 4 good Confez- 
cience is a continual feaft, the word is in the Origi- 
nal, a good heart, amerry heart, and fome tranflate 


‘Vit, aheart thatis ina right temper, that is, in fuch 


euduye 


a frame and temper, that is the true right temper of 
the heart, that affords a continual feaftto any. That 
place in Fames 5. If any man be merry, let him fing 5 
the word is, if any ones minde be right, if his minde 
be inthe right temper, then let him fig + For there 
isnotrue mirth, no true joy, but that which arifes 
fromthe tzue temper of the fpirit. Sexfe hath no 

i delight, 
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delight, but when the fenfitive part is in the right | Cap.ty. 


temper ; and fo iris in the foul: Now the foul in the 
ways of godlinefS isin the right temper, thefe put 
the foul into the right frame, and fo comes to be 
pleafant. 

Thirdly, they are pleafantnefs, becaufe they are 
the higheft actions of the higheft faculties, ele- 
vated by the higheft principles, about the higheft 
objects, and therefore muft needs afford a great deal 
of pleafure. This isa f{pecial confideration of the 
pleafantnefs of the ways of godlinefs, and will let 
much of the excellency of them into your hearts. 
What is the higheft pleafure of fenfe, but the high- 
eft exercife of the fenfitive faculty about fuch an 
object as is fuitable to fenfe ? as there is a great deal 
of pleafure in meat and drink: Whence comes 
this? It comes from that exercife of the Salinal 
humor in the tongue and frame of the mouth, 
meeting with another humor in meat and drink, fuit- 
able to it, that is all the pleafure in the tafte, 
which is the {pecial pleafure that is fought for in the 
world.. 

Now I befeech you confider, if there be pleafure 
in joyning two fuch mean things together, tn exer- 
cile of the humor inthe fpittle, meeting with a-hu- 
mor in meat and drink fuitable to it; what pleafure 
muft needs be in the exercifing, and acting of a 
creature, that is of the higheft nature that ever God 
made creature; and thefe creatures raifed with the 
higheft principles forthe kinde that any creature is 
capable of, and exercifed about the higheft objects 
that it is poflible for a creature to be exercifed about 
forthe kinde, God, and Chrift, and Eternity ? if 

we 
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_| Cap.ts. | we fee pleafure in the other that is fo low, and not 


inthis, certainly we muft pull our our eyes, and wil- 
lingly befor our own hearts, if we yield not that 
the pleafure herein is abundantly more, and more 
glorious. Sothe pleafure of the eye, what is it but 
the vifive {pirit that is in the cye? meeting with 
colour abroad, it hath pleafure therein: If the-vi- 
five {pirit in the eye, which is a poor mean thing 
that brute beatts have as well:as our felves, meeting 
with {fuch a poor thing as the colour.is, becomes 
fuch delight; what delight muft be in exercifing the 
higheft faculties, about the higheft objects? And 


| fo the [mellis nothing but that humor in the noftrils, 


meeting with another humor that is without: ‘And 


|fo of the ear, and ofthe touch; we might inftance, 


there the delight comes from nothing but the exer- 
cifeof the faculty about mean things ; but if god- 


‘| linefs exercifes fuch glorious faculties, fo elevated 


about fuch glorious objects, there muft needs be a 
great deal of pleafantnets. 

-Fourthly , the ways of wifdom muft needs be 
ways of pleafantnefs, becaufe they are the.life of 
God himfelf, the foul in the ways of wifdom does 
live the very lifeof God: The Scripture fpeaks of 
the Life of Grace, it isthe. life of God: Nowall 
pleafure and comfort, is according to the life that a 
creature lives, comfort is nothing elfe but the feed- 
ing of {fuch a kinde of life: Senfitive comforts is 
the feeding of that life, rational comforts the feed- 
ing of thatlife, and the'life of God being a higher 
lifethen any other, then fenfe orreafon, that muft 
have its comforts too, and there muft be delight and 
pleafure for the filling up of this; now the in 
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of Grace in the hearts of Gods people, & in theirlives, | Cap.15.} 
it is the life of God and therefore there muft needs be 
a great deal of comfort in the exercife of fuch a lite. 
Fifthly, much pleafantnefs there is in the ways 
of godlinefs, becaufe in them the people of God 
do communicate unto God their fouls, in all that 
they have ordo, by a letting out of the foul into 
God that is the fountain of all good: Now there is 
an infinite delight in this. All the delight that there 
isin God, or in the creature, is in communication. 
In God himfelf: becaufe God would have delight 
in himfelf, therefore he would have that that he 
might communicate himfelf to, and becaute he | 
would have infinite delight, according ro his in- | 
finite nature, therefore he would have that, that he 
might infinitely communicate himfelf unto, and 
therefore the Son of ‘God, the fecond Perfon of the 
Trinity,'s the infinite delight of his Father ,becaufethe 
Father does infinitelycommunicate himfelf untohim. 
And now becaufe God would have further de- 
light, though there be nothing that he can infinitely 
communicate himfelf unto but his Sov, yer that he 
may have fuch delight as his creature may? undes- 
ftand, he makes a world; and the fpecial end why 
_|.God made the world,is, that he might have crea- 
tures to communicate himfelf unto, in his wifdom, 
and goodnefs and glory; and therefore thofe crea- 
tures that are moft capable of Gods communicating 
himfelf unto, are called Gods delight , God rejoyces 
in the habitable parts of the earth, becaufe there are| -~ 
creatures that he can communicate himfelf unto , 
and efpecially his pleafure is among his people, be- 
caufe there are creatures that are capable of commu- 
nicating 


176 


amet 


Moses bhis Choice. 


'Cap.15. | nicating of himfelf: Thus youfee that the delight 


of Gods is communicating himfelf. 

And fo the delight of the creature is in commu- 
nicating themfelves ; and therefore of all natural de- 
lights, that of marriage is the moft, becanfe there i 
the greateft communication of one creature to ano- 
ther: Now whenas Gods delight is in communi- 
cation, and our delight is in natural communication, 
then much more when we come to communicate our 
felves {piritually to God. There is a delight in the 
life of friend/hip, becaufe one friend communicates 
himfelf to another, but in marriage greater, becaufe 
that communication is greater; and according to 
the degrees of communication, the degrees of de- 
light are , then the delight in the ways of God muft 
be the greateft , becaufe there is the greateft, and 
higheft, and moft glorious communication of a 
creature, it communicates it felf, and lets out it felf 
fully into the infinite Ocean of all good: If there 
were nothing but aletting out of it felf into an or- 
dinary good, it were delight, but to let out it {elf in- 
to an infinite Ocean of all delight, this is pleafure, 
and this isa myftery ; this is a ground why no hypo- 
crite hath the delight of the ways of godlinefs, be- 
caufe he does not communicate himfelf fully unto 
God , but when the heart comes off fully to com- 
municate it felf to God, there is infinite delight in 
them: The ways of godlinefs furely are ways of 
pleafure, if this be in them, as it is.. 

Sixthly, the ways of godlinefS are ways of 
pleafure, becaufe in them the foul hath the pre- 
fence of God, and walks with God, walks up and 
down inthe light of his face: There is a ae 
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fhine of Gods countenance, and of his love upon | Cap.15: 
the foul, and influences of his graces unto the foul in 
thofeways as the foul hath delight in the commu- 
nication of its {elf unto God, {o they are ways of 
pleafantnefs, becaufe in them there is a communica? 
tion of God unto the foul: That place in P/al.89.19. 
hath a notable expreffion of the fweetnefs of the 
ways of godlinefs, and the delight that Gods peo- 
ple have in thofe ways: Bleffed is the people that 
know the joyful found, they foal walk, O Lord, inthe 
light of thy countenance. God is in them, and lets 
out himfelt unto them ; now the quinteffence of all]. 
good put together, is in every beam of Gods face, 
and therefore when God fhall let out himfelf, and be 
thus the portion of a foul, it muft needs be a great 
deal of delight. 

Seventhly, ways of godlinefs are the ways of plea- 
fure, becante the principles of them all is ove : what-| 7° 
foever comes from love, hath much delight and plea- | 
fure, and the principle of every way of God is love : 
God would have nothing from us but out of love, 
and that may carry us unto love of God himfelf, and 
that love by which the heart is carried unto God, is 
the chariot of love: There is a {weet expreffion for 
this that we have in Cant. 3.9, 10. the eftate of the 

Church is fet out by Solomons making himfelfa Cha- 
riot of the wood of Lebanon: He made the Pillars 
thereof of filver,the bottom thereof of gold, the cover- 
ing of it of purple, the midft thereof being paved with 
love. A ftrange expreflion,that the midft of Chariot 
fhould be paved with leve:the chariot whercby Chrift 
does carry his people up and down in the world, and 
bring them to himfelf, is fuch a Chariot , as the 
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Cap.15. | midft thereof is paved with Jove. Art the 7 ver. he 
l {peaks of the bed of Solomon, and here of his Chariot; 
Divines interpret thefe two places, his bed to fet out 
ithe reft and glory that the Saints fhall have with 
‘Chrift eternally ; and the Chariot of Solomon, that is, 
thole ways wherein Chrift carries his people up and 
down in the world to himfelf, and the midft thereof 
islove, there muft needs then be delight in thofe 
ways. 

Righthly, the ways of God are full of pleafantnels, 
becaufe they are fuch as are delightful to God : Now | 
| they muft be pleatant, when they are fuch as God 
takes delight in, they are {uch as the Church knows 
Chrift takes much delight in. What admirable ex- 
preffions hath that Book of the Cazticles, of Gods. 
delight inthe graces of his people, and in the ways 
of godlinefs ? Now there is noman loves a friend, 
but accounts every good thing that his friend loves,to 
bea double good: Now that which God himfelf 
accounts pleafantnefs, and is his delight, muft needs 
bethe delight and pleafure of a gracious heart, be- 
caufe there is fo much nearnefs between God and a 
gracious heart. 

Ninthly, Yet further, there is abundance of plea- 
fantnefs in the ways of God, in regard of the many 
encouraging delights that God hath provided for his 
people while they dolive here, and walk with him in 
thefe ways, to make their lives to be fiweet unto 
them, God provides his Paradife here for them, | 
to encourage them, they walk in the gardenof God, | 
God hath his Eden, his garden, The Covenant of | 
Grace, and the glorious things prepared, are as.the | 
Eden and Paradife of God, in which the fouls r | 
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his people walk, wherein they have delightful hills | Cap.15. 
and dales. Inthe Scripture there are the high myfte- 
ries of godlinefs, and the plain and eafie truths of 
Religion, as valleys and hills to delight them in their 
way. They have the fweet {prings and rivers of Or- 
dinances, that are appointed as {weet ftreams tore- 
frefh them; and the blefled promifes, delightful trees 
to behold, The tree of life, Chrift himfelf , and a 
feaft of fat things in the Ordinances, wine upon the | . 
lees, making melody in their hearts, they go no fur- 
ther for that, and therefore fure their ways are ways 
of pleafantnefs , there being fo many encouraging 
delightful things that God hath provided for them 
in their way. 

Tenthly, Further, ways of pleafantnefs they are,| g. 
becaufe that Religion does enable them to draw out 
more delight and pleafure from the creature it (elf, 
then any other poflibly cando, there is no principle 
that can enable to draw out delights from the crea- 
ture, as godlinefs does enablea man todo, for take 
any other carnal natural man, he can draw out no- 
thing from the creature but that which is carnal and 
natural ; but'Gods people have a principle to draw 
out more, and we are to know this, that every crea- 
ture hath a natural delight in it, and there is fome- 
what more in it to a gracious heart,then a natural de- 
light; asit was with Manna, when Manna fell, there 
was a dew that fell together with it, and fo with our 
meat, and drink, and clothes and eftate, and delights 
inthe world ; itis true, they are Mazza, and we teed 
upon-them as the carnal Ifraelites fed upon Manna, 
but we do not íce the dew , a carnal heart is not ac-, 
quainted with the dew that fals with the Ma nza, but 
N 2 thofe 
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Cap.1§. | thofé that are godly and religious, and walk in thefe 


ways of wifdom, they have a principle to difcern 
and reliththe dew that falls with this zanna, afe- 
cret blefling of God that their fouls are enabled to 
clofe with in' the enjoyment of the creature ; in 
meat, and drink, and clothes, and recreations , the 
finde a fecret influence of Gop together vie 
them. i 

- Take a flower, if a flie come to it, it cannot get oit 
that good which a Bee cando: If we take a flower, 
we can get out the fmell, but there is a honey dew, 
and if we had that principle a Bee hath, we might 
get out more then the {mell : So carnal people have 
many {weet flowers, whichare pleafant to the fmell,, 
but there is a honey dew that onely the godly can get 
out: Sò thar he hath not onely the ufe of all lawful 


pleafure tothe full thatany other hath, but he can 


goand take them as his own, as thofe that are pur- 


chafed’by the blood of Chrift, as thofe his Father 


allows him: If he fee the glory of the creature, and 
delights in it, he looks upon it as Gods own de- 


light that he gives him ,°and looks upon all crea- 
‘tures as his “Fathers: ` he feesno-ground; but he fays 


it is his Fathers ground ; and he fees fprings ‘and ri- 
vers, and delights inthe creatures as they are his Fa- 
thers. a 

»Awicked-man'that takes delight» in the crea- | 
ture, he travels and walks up and down, and fees 
other creatures; but itis as if a man were walking 
in the Orchard and Garden of his deadly enemy: 


Suppofe a man have a deadly enemy, and he hath 
apleafant garden, that hath many ‘fair walks and 


trees in his garden, and he walks in it as others do ; 
, But 
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But where am I now? Iam walking here, and com- |Cap.15- 


paffed in the garden that is mine enemies , and what 
if he meet me here? it may coft me my life: And fo 
itis with all carnal men in the world, but the people 
of God enjoy the outward delights of the world, and 
fee the {weet walks, and delightful pleafures that are 
here, andit is their Fathers garden, the garden of 
him that is their God , that they have an intereft in, 
fo that they have more delight in the creatures then 
any elfe. \ 

Yea not onely fo, godlinefs does not only enable 
to draw more delight from the creatures then others, 
but raifes all natural pleafureson high, and makes 


them fpiritual, it puts a {piritual excellency upon that 


which is natural, it does not reft in having content 
to the eye, or ear, or tafte in any natural delight , but 
{piritualizeth all; there is that vertuein godlinefs to 
{piritualize all natural things, to raife the excellency 
of them. wf otto ds see 

` Yea not onely fo, but in the laft place there is that 
vertue in godlinefs , to turn all evil into good , if it 
meet with any thing that hath bitternefs ; .godlinefs 
is like that wood, that made the bitter waters’ fiveer, 
it hath that excellency, to turn evil , and make it not 
onely profitable, but delightful. So that all thefe be- 
ing put together concerning the commendation of 


the ways of wifdom,we muft either put out our eyes, | 


or. acknowledge we do not’ know what:the ways of 


wifdom mean, if we do not {ub{cribe to this truth, that 
her ways are ways of pleafantnefs : Ways of pleafant- 


nefs they are, and this pleafantnefs that isin her ways | 


hath abundance of excellencies in it. Very. many 
I thought to have fpoken of, and enlarged, take 
N 3 onely 


E a n a a 


182 "~ M y Es his Choice. 


Se 


Cap.1s. | onely the very mention of them, (becaufe T muft not 
be too long ) and then we will anfwer to fome qe- 
res, and apply all, and fo conclude. For the excel- 
lent properties of this pleafantnefs , it isthac which 
isthe fweeteft foul-farisfying pleafantnefs, the very 
rule it {elf is [weet , {weeter then honey; oh how 
{weet is the fouls acting by it! it hath the very quint- 

| effence of all other delights extracted init, itis the 
moft folid, fuch as hath not vanity and froth init, as 
other delights have ; itis {fuch a delight as ennobles 
the foul , it {piricualizeth the heart , it is immixt, not 
dangerous as others are, itis abiding, not vanifhing, 
it is continually virid and frefh, though there isa 
ifulnefs in ic, yet it grows not to fatiety by ufe, but 
grows more and more fweet, for itraifech and en- 
largeth the faculty ; itis Heavenly, it is divine, it is 
independent in regard of the creature, there needs 
no fharking òut to the creature for the upholding it, 
all other delights depend on this; there is no plea- 
fure had but in the ways of godlinefs: Una guttula 
male confcientia totum mare mundani gaudii abfor- 
bet: One drop of anevil confcience fivallows up rhe 
whole Sea of worldly joy, fays Luther; but one drop 
of this delight is enough to fweeten all forrows; one 
drop of gall will imbitter much fiveet , but one drop 
of {weet cannot fweeten much gall, but here it is.o- 
therwife, one drop of this {weet fweetens all -bitrer- 
chefs of affliétions, but all rhe bitrer of affi@tions can? 
not imbitter one drop of this delight.” Yea this plea- 
fure is the rule of all pleafure, and the end of all plea- 
fure, whatfoever pleafure is not regulated by this, and 

Dueft. | fubordinate to this, is evil. ma kar 

But how are the ways of wifdom the ways of 

> plea- 
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pleafantnefs ? It appears otherwife, forthe ways of Cap.15« 
godlinefs do abridge men of abundance of pleafure 

and delight in many things in the world, What 

is fo great an enemy to the pleafures of men and 

women as Religion? It caufeth them to be cut 

fhort of abundance of delightful things that others 

rejoyce in. . 

To that I anfwer, firt, Suppofe it were fo: you Asfw. 
heard in the commendation , that the pleafantnefs of | 1. 
the ways of  godlinefs was exceeding great, that it 
hath that excellency init, to make up whatioever 
pleafure it wants : Though it fhould cut you fhort of 
abundance of pleafure, if it fhall put a principle that 
fhall enable you to ftand in no need of that pleafure 
it cuts you fhort of, whathave youloft As fup- How the 

P : . : ys ct 
pofe aman that is weak , and hath little blood or fpi- :wijdom ar 
rits in him, andis chill, and cold, and puts on ma- ways. of 
ny clothes to keep himfelf warm, if thefe clothes Pd 
fhould be al takenaway,fave only his inward garment, 
if there could be put into him fpirits, and blood and 
marrow , and that which fhould make him not to be 
fenfible of the want of his clothes , it is a great deal 
better ; What man that is weak and fickly,and is fain 
to have abundance of clothes to keep him warm, 
would not be willing to part with his clothes, if he 
might have {pirits and blood put into him, nor to 
feel the want of thofe clothes ¢ So, why is it that 
your hearts are fet upon the delight of the creature ¢ 

caufe you want a principle within to fatisfie your 
fouls withal , and therefore you are fain to feek the 
cloathing of the creature , and to keep your felves 
warm with the cloathing of the creature; but if 
Religion take away thofe things, and give youa 
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‘| principle not to feel the want of them, but have them 


made up another way and better , you have no caufe 
to complain of the want of pleafantnefs, 

Secondly, I anfiver, that godlinefs abridges us of 
no lawful pleafure ; if it abridges of any, itis delight- 
fulnefs to want thofe delights that godlinefs abridges 
us of: What, haft thou delight in tat which is fin- 
ful? if it be not finful, Religion does not abridge 
thee of it, onely fuch delights in which thou difho- 
noreft God, and provokeft him againft thees 

- But fecondly , How are the ways of God ways 
of pleafantnefs , when they require abundance of hu- 
miltation , trouble for fin, and isnot that bitter and 
grievous ? Do 

TothatI anfwer, Firft, there is more fweetnefs in 
that which thou calleft bitternefs , then in all the de- 
lightfulnefs of the world befides: thofe waters Chrift 
does turn into wine.. And to convince you that thefe 
are not bitter waters, but rhat the tears of repentance 
and humiliation, arc {weet refrefhing waters of. life ; 
confider from what fountain they come. 

Firft, the work of humiliation if it be right , the 


| principle of it is the melting work of the Gofpel in the 


foul, the fiveetnefs of the goodnefs , and mercy of 
God in Jefus Chrift melting the heart, and caufing it 
to diflolve , and fall down under the hand of God; 
certainly that which comes from fuch a {weet prin- 
ciple, cannot have much bitterne(s in it. 

Secondly, the foul in the work of kumiliation, 
melting before the Lord , eafes it felf in that melting 
of abundance of fin; and much fiweetnefs there muft 
needs bein thofe tears that eafe the foul of, and de- 
liver the foul from much fin.. 

Thirdly, 
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- Thirdly, in the work of humiliation there is much 
delight, becaufe the foul hath much delight in look- 
ing back to that forrow it hath had , and if godlinefs 
makes mourning to be delightful, what does it make 
rejoycing to be? 

But if it befaid in the third place, But there are 
many hard things that Gods people do meet withal 
in the ways of godlinefs, and the ways of golinefs 
put them upon fuch things as caufe them to meet 
with fore temptations and trials here in the world , 
how then can the ways of godlinefs be fo plea- 
fant ¢ 

To that I anfwer, Here isa mighty commenda- 
tion to the pleafantnefs of the ways of Religion, 
notwithftanding the hardeft, and foreft things a 
godly heart meets with , there is that delight in the 
ways of godlinefs, as upholds the heart under 
all, and carries the heart fweetly on. What com- 
mendation was it to the grace in the hearts of the 
cMartyrs, that did uphold their hearts, and carry 
their hearts fiveetly in the enduring of fuch hard 
things ¢ 

Secondly, thefe being hard to flefh and blood; 
hinder not the pleafure of a gracious heart ; it isthe 
higheft improvement of allour eftates that can be, 
the higheft teftimony of giving your relpeét to God, 
whereby the foul enjoys moft of God all times : The 
Spirit of God and glory refteth upon the foul while 
itis enduring fuch things. And how oppofite is thy 
heart, and what difference between Chrifts heart and 
thine? Chrift bids you leap for joy, when you 
meet with fuch things, and you think they take away 
all joy. 
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But we fee it in experience contrary ; when people 
come into the ways of godlinefs, they do not finde 
that delight and joy you {peak of, their fpirits are hea- 
vy, and lumpifh, and fad. 

For anfiwer to that, It may be it is butferioufnefs, 
and thou thinkeftit is fadnefs. 

Secondly, it may be they are not in their element, 
and therefore they do not exprefs chearfulnefS : If 


the fifh be upon the-earth, it cannot take delight; the 


bird does not fing when it is upon the ground, but 
when itis got upto the air: Thofe that you fay are 
melancholly and lumpith, put them toreligious and 
gracious exercifes, and get up their hearts to God, 
and they will be merry. 

Thirdly, ic may be it is your company makes 


| them fo, becaufe they fee fo much difhonor to 


God in your company , let them be among their 
own company, and they know how to be joyful. 

Fourthly, it is not becaufe of Religion, but be- 
caufe they are no more religious, becaufe they finde 
fo much want of godlinefs in their hearts. 

Fifthly, itis not becaufe they have’ fo much caufe 
of forrow as you, but they come to fee more then 
you; not becaufe their hearts are not fo pleafant as 
yours, but becaufe God hath difcovered the danger 
of their condition more to them, and the things 
that concern their fouls and eternal eftates , fuch 
things as if thou didft but fee, would fink thy heart 
into difmal, bottomlefs forrow and defperation. 
Thou thinkeft much to fee them fo fad as they are, If 
thou didft but fee that they fee, thou wouldft fink 
down into the gulf of defperation among the damned 
{pirits. ` 
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It isa mighty argument, they have fome mighty Cap.13. 


work of God to uphold them, and that grzee comes 
from a mighty principle, that they have fome chear- 
fulnefs, notwithftanding they fee fuch things, as if 
one that were meerly natural fhould fee them , he 
would fink down into hell, and yet they can hope in 
God; and fometimes, notwith{tanding all unbelief, 
do rejoyce in God. Alas, thy pleafantnefs and de- 
light is fuch, as every little toy is enough to damp , 
if thou beeft croffed in the leaft thing in the creature, 
thou art damped : But what if God fhould fhew thee 
all his terrors, the infinite evil of fin, and the infi- 
nite danger thou art in, in regard of thy eternal eftate, 
that would damp thee indeed;and therefore acknow- 
ledge that that joy that the godly have, confidering 
what they fee, is exceeding ftrong, that upholds 
them as it doth. 

Sixthly, their joy is a fecret inward thing, which 
ftrangers fhall not intermeddle withal, thou haft no 


skill init. What was iť for Nebuchadnezzar , to. 


fay, No Nobleman had fuch pleafure as he, when he 
was among the beafts;thou haft no principle to judge 
of it, and therefore art no meet Judge. 

` For Application. 

Hence we fee one f{pecial and great reafon, why 
Gods people are taken off fo much from carnal 
pleafure as they are; they have met with better , and 
the fiveet. of the world is not fo much to them, be- 
caufethey have met with*that which is abundantly 
more fiveet. It is the fiveet favor of Chrifts pre- 
cious oyntment, that draws the hearts of the Saints 
after him, that makes them cry out, Draw us, and 


we will run after thee, Cant. 1. 3,4. But the favor. 


O 
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'Cap.15. 0f bafe :pleafures, draws vile hearts after them: 
_2ag-—Trahit [ua quem}, voluptas. 
The light of the Sun darkens the light of the 
| candle , and puts‘outthe light of the fires The light 
| that Gods fervants do meet with in the ways of God, 
do darken all pand take away the luftre of all carnal 
delight; and this isthe reafon that Satandoes not} — 
go that way to work; to tempta gracious heart with | 
fenfual pleafures, becaufe he is fo far above them, 
land therefore he is fain to tempt them with {piritual 
pride and lufts of a higher nature: It were a won- 
derful difhonour for any that profefs godlinefs , to 
have their hearts taken with any pleafures of the flefh, 
but onely in order to better pleafures that are to 
be enjoyed in the ways of godlinefs , in the ways 
of wifdom. ià oa 
In the {fecond place; What infinite caufe have 
we to-blefs the Name of God that gives us fuch 
pleafant ways unto glory? Though his ways were 
never fo full of torment, we had caufe to blefs God ; 
but for to pave our way to Heaven with fuch de- 
lights, and to afford unto us fuch foul-fatisfying con- 
tents , here while we live in this our poor pilgrimage, 
this is praife-worthy : If we were to afcend to Hea- 
ven ina fiery Chariot , we were to praife God; but 
this is the Chariot of Solomon, the midit whereof 
is paved with love, as you heard, How are we to 
blefs God for this ¢ ; 
Ufe3.| Thirdly , ifit be fo, here is an aggravation of the 
wickednefs of thofe that fhall take delight in -fin- 
ful pleafures: God fees itis impoffible for any of 
| hiscreatures , but they muft {eek for pleafures fome - 
| way, and that God might take our hearts to hime 
c 
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he hath provided ways wherein we may have plea- |Cap.15. 


fure, and aninfinite aggravation it will be to your 
wickednefs, to feek for pleafure in the ways of fin, in 
difhonoring God, when thou mayeft have pleafure in 
honoring of God: Confider this, and let thy foul 
upbraid it felf for abominable wickednefs and in- 
gratitude: There are ways of delight wherein God 
‘may be honored, and my foul fatisfied, there are 
other ways that have delight, but fuch ways as God 
‘will be difhonored in them, and my foul endangered. 
Now when as God does give me a cup full of all de- 
licacy to fatisfie my thirft with, forme to take a cup 
of poyfon to fatishe my thirft with, this is folly, and 
this is abominable wickednefs of mens hearts. God 
fets his cup of falvation , and tenders it in his ways 
to fatisfie your fouls withal and theDevél comes with 
his cup of poyfon, and do but {peak of delight, and 
when youare athirft, you rather take the cup of poy- 
fon, then the cup of Salvation: the more delight there 
is in Gods ways, the more abominable is thy wicked- 
nefs to forfake them. 

Fourthly, hence the great {candal of the ways of 
godlinefs, that the world ftumbles at, is taken away, 
they call them dumpifh ways: The Saints of God 
never knew the minde of God if this be fo. The 
world deals with the ways of ‘God tn this cafe, 
as they did with the Chriftians in the Primitive 
times; they ufed ro put Chriftians into Bears and 
Dogs skins or #¢ly creatures and then bait them ; and 
fo the men of the world put Religion into ugly con- 
ceits, and then {peak againft them: and truly tliat 
they fpeak againft is only their own conceits, and not 
any thing in themfelves;they are lovelyand excellent, 
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Cap.15.| and glorious,onely they appear to be fad and evil by 


the conceits thou haft put upon them. 

Inthe fifth place , by that which hath been faid, 
let all be drawn to the love of the ways of godli- 
nefs. I have often hinted upon fuch an argument 
as this , and therefore will pafs lightly over it. Fear 


not pleafure, truft God with it, thou fhalt finde 
enough. Wouldft thou never be fad? live well, fays 


Bernard: Tell me, wouldft thou embrace the 


| ways of Religion, if thou wert fure of pleafure ¢ 


I call Heaven and Earth to record this day, that 
which I have fpoken of the ways of wifdom are 
truths of God , they are not notions, not conceits , 
but certain realities. God hath engaged himfelf to 
make this good, and abundantly more; Oh come 


and tafte how fiveet the Lord is, do not ftand a- 


loof off; they may feem to be unpleafant ways a 
great way off, but when you comenear, you will 
fee delight. Wherefore all you that have been ac- 
quainted with the ways of wifdom, manifeft this, 


| that God hath brought you into bleffed paths , that 


thefe things are true: Religion does mightily fuf- 
fer by the Profeffors of it, when thofe that look 
on, fee no fuch things manifefted: It is our duty 
to rejoyce in the Lord, and to walk in the ways of 
wifdom, as it may appear they are ways of plea- 
Jantnefs , to carry ous felves delightfully in thefe de- 
lightful ways. Delightfulnefs in the ways of godli- 
nefs puts a beauty upon them, Itis an excellent fi- 
militude that Chryfoffom hath to exprefs this, 4s, 
fays he, a beautiful face at all times rs pleafing tothe 
eye, but then efpecially whenthere is joy manifested 
inthe countenance : joy inthe face puts a new beau- 
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‘ty, and makes that which before was beautiful, to , Cap-t5. 
be exceeding beautiful, it puts a luftre upon beauty, 
fo, though the ways of Religion be in themfelves 
beautiful, yet when there is {piritual joy added, they 
appear then beautiful with a double beauty. We 
havea fiveet promife, Z/a. 65.18. Oh that we could 
fee it fulfilled ! Iwill create Perufalem a rejoycing, | 
and her people ajoy ; ajoy even in the abftract , not 
onely joyful, buta joy , and God will create this , it 
muft be Gods work ; and though to the eye of fleth 
and blood there beno matter of joy, yet God will 
create her people a joy. You know what charges 
the Prophet lays upon this; whata comely thing it 
is, and fee thatinany cafe yourejoyce. Onely take 
heed you do not miftake in pleafantnefs 5 many that 
are godly may be pleafant in their way-upon that 
ground , becaufe Chriftians muft be pleafant, but 
do not miftake natural pleafantne({s for {piritual plea- | 
fantnefs. 

How fhall we know the difference between natu- | Quef. 
ral pleafantnefs in a Chriftian , and fpiritual pleafant- 
nefs. 

There may be a great many of temporal pleafures | An/w. 
that God gives forth to Chriftians inits place; but |Dsferenc: 
you mutt rife higher then that and put another maner | ya 
of luftre upon the ways of Religion then natural 'p'eafant- 
pleafantnefs. pee 

Firft , if it be a {piritual pleafantnef, it will be fe- |pleatinee 
rious, fuch as becomes Chriftian gravity; Yea, not jne%. 
onely ferioufnefs and gravity is to be mixed with} T 
pleafantne(s ; but if it be {piritual pleafantne(s, 

Secondly, itis {uch as can ftand with fear, andthe; 2. 
work of repentance and humiliation, thefe do not 
i hinder’ 
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hinder a fpiritual pleafantnefs, though it hinders that 
which is natural: Youknow the Scripture that fays, 
Rejoyce with trembling , and Bleffed is the man that 
feareth the Lord, and greatly delights.in his Com- 
mandments : Thatis a{piritual pleafantnefs, which 
hath a gracious mixture of ferioufnefs and other 
graces of Gods Spirit with it. 

Thirdly, Again, if it be a gracious pleafantnefs, it 
is a delight in 4X the ways of wifdom , many can de- 
light in fome ways of wifdom, the ftony ground re- 
ceived fome truths with joy, but others they cannot 
clofe with; but when the pleafantnefs is fpiritual there 
is rejoycing inall. Lary 

Fourthly, Again, if the pleafantnefs be fpiricual, it 
is our ftrength, it carrieson the foul inthe ways of 
God more fully, it is oyl that caufes the wheels of 
thy foul to go on more freely inthe ways of Religi- 
on. appeal to thee, Does thy pleafantnefs carry thee 
on more fweetly in the ways of Religion’ Thou haft 
been merry in company, but does this carry thee on 
more fully in the ways of God? If you have had plea- 
{ure in natural things, and when you come to fpiritual 
things, your hearts aredead, certainly you went be- 
yond your bounds. 

Fifthly, Again, if it be {piritual pleafantnefs, it 
will bear up the heart in the want of all outward plea- 
fantnefs, and though all outward content be taken 
away. Habbak. 3.17,18. Although the fig-tree fhall 
not bloffom, neither fall fruit bein the Vines, the 
labor of the Olive fhall fail, andthe. fields fhall yield 
nomeat, the flock fhall be cut off from the fold, and 
there fhall be no herd in the ftalls: Yet Iwill rejoyce in 
the Lord, I willjoy in the Ged of my falvation. ven 
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in Godalone: A foul that hath but natural pleafant- 
nefs of fpirit, is all amort and down when any af- 
fli€tion befals him. You that have the moft de- 
lightful {pirits, when you have friends, and all that 
youlike, youarejocund and merry, but when affii- 
ction comes, how quickly are your {pirits down ¢ and 
how are you vext and troubled ¢ whereas if there 
were this {pring of pleafantnefs in the heatt, it would 
bear up the heart joyful in affliction, though fer- 
vants and friends fhould crofs , this delightfulnefs 
of fpirit within would carry the heart on chearful- 
ly : But thofe that are delightful when they are 
well pleafed, yet every little thing that croffes them; 
makes them dumpith. This is another argument, it 
is not {piritual pleafantnefs their hearts are filled with, 
it is not from the delight they have found inthe ways 
of God that makes them fo merry. This by way of 
Caution. gres g b o Pi 

But-if webe furethat our pleafantnefs is fpiritual, 
let us expatiate our felves to the utmoft: Itis a work 
of grace to moderate all carnal pleafures, and to keep 
them down ; but it is the {pecial work of grace to 
expatiate the foul tothe utmoft inall {piricual ‘plea- 
fure: Therefore if God hath given thee this {pring 
of delight and pleafure, expatiate it to the glory and 
praife of God. Blef[ed is the man that greatly delights 
inthe ways of Gods Commandments: And if God 
takes pleafure in thee, how much more fhouldft thou 
take pleafure in him ! God gives out his pleafure to 
be joyned to our pleafantnefs, and if we fhould 
not carry on the ways of Religion pleafantly , it 
will be adifhonor to God, and a difgrace to our 
felves, 
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all is dark abroad in the world, the foul does rejoyce Cap.t5- 
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felves, and we cannot expect that acceptance from 
God of what we do, as otherwife we might , foras 
God loves achearful Giver, foa chearful Server. 

How fhall we carry on the work of God plea- 
fanthy te Weis pi 
Firft, be fure to keep the heart right within, be {ure 


Anfw. | to keep allat.peace within thy foul; you know ac- 


cording to the temper within, fo there is the relifhing 
of things without; He that hath peace within, can 
eafily go through the duties that are required with- 
out with joy. 

Further, exercife faith in the work and office of the 
holy Ghoft, that office that the holy Ghoft is de- 
figned unto by the Father and the Son, to be the 
Comforter of his people, to bring joy and comfort 
to them; look upon the holy Ghoft, as defigned by the 
Father and the Soz to bring joy and delight to the 
fouls of his people. What an infinite difference there 
is between the comforts of a carnal heart, and‘the 
comforts of the godly ? The one come from a little 
meat and drink, and the other come from the exet- 
cife of faith about theoftice of the holy Ghoft that 


is defigned to this work. 


Thirdly, in all that thou doeft,be fure to be upright: 
Though thou beeft able to do but a little in any way 
of God, if thou beeft upright, God accepts of it, and 
and thou wilt finde comfort: Thou fayeft thy duties 
are mean, it may be fo, but if thou beeft upright,thou. 


mayeft have comfort, it becomesthe upright to be 


joyful, whereas the moft glorious performances, if 
they be not in uprightnefs, are but abominable. 
Again, fweeten all your duties by f{piritual medi- 
tation; a Chriftian that treafures up f{piritual me- 
ditation, 
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ditation, and every duty that he performs brings it in | Capus. 


by meditation, and hath a great many meditations 
to rowl his duty up and down; in this is delight: To 
go to duty, and to have a barren heart to act, there is 
no delight, but to gotoa duty, and to exercife fpi- 
ritual meditation, this is {weet. 

Again, labor to principle thy heart aright in the 
ways of godlinefs, to underftand what they are; if 
thou underftoodeft what they are, they would be de- 
lightful , and the reafon why many do not go on de- 
lightfully is, becaufe they do not underftand what is 
in the ways of God to caufe delight. 

You will fay, What is there in the ways of God,to 
caufe delight ¢ 
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Firft, every work of godlinefs, and that ability that | 47/1. 


grace hath to exercife, is a beam of that infinite, 
choice, eternal, electing love of God upon thy foul ; 
if thou lookeft upon it fo, it will be wonderfully de- 
ligheful.— . . 

Secondly, look upon every duty of godlinefs, as 
having more of the glory of God in it , then the 
whole frame of heaven and earth befides: Take all 
Gods works in the Creation, in Providence, inthe 
Heavens, the Sun, Moon and Stars, in the Earth, and 
the Seas, there is not fo much of the glory of God in 
themall, as in one gracious action that a Chriftian 
performs ; and if you looked at it thus, it could not 
but have pleafure in it. 

Thirdly look at that action of grace,as that in which 
God attains his end in creating heaven and earth, 
more then in other things befides ; as there is more of 
God in it, fo God attains more in it , the end of God 
in his counfels is more attained by any gracious act, 
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Cap.15. | then by any thing elfe that canbe done, fave of the 


fame nature: How delightful fhould we be in the ways 
of godlinefs, if we looked thus at them ¢ 

Fourthly, look upon every gracious aét, as the feed 
of glory and eternal life: Every work of grace in the 
heart and life of Gods people, is a {eed of glory and 
eternal life. And thefe four confiderations being put 
upon every gracious act, do confirm that which was | 
faid in the opening of the point, they muft needs be 
full of pleafantnefs : Be not fatisfied in doing any 
| thing in the ways of God, till you doit pleafantly ; 
Thear the ways of God are pleafant, Ihave gone 
on being haled by confcience, but little have Į un- 
"| derftood of the pleafantnefs of them, there is more 
to be looked after then I have attained to + By this 
thou fhalt come to be mightily ftrengthened; and it 
wil be a marvellous help to make thee continue in the 
ways of godlinefs : And as I faid in handling that ar- 
gument of the eafine/s of the ways of godlinefs,thofe 
that are continually thinking of the hardnefs of Gods 
ways, will fall off, but by having them pleafant, it 
will carry thee on againft temptations, and the: cur- 
rent of all arguments. i 

The laft Ufeofall is, If the ways of mifdom be 
ways of pleafantnefs, what is the end of wifdom ? 
If the neather fprings be fo feet; what will the up- 
perbe? If the lower Ferufalem be paved with gold, 


Dominc, a) {urely that upper Ferufalem is paved-with pearls. It 


is an excellent {peech of Bernard , Good art thou, O 
Lord, tothe foulthat feeks thee, what art thou then 
to the foul that findes thee ? How fweet and pleafant 
are the ways of wifdom then? How fweetand de- 
lightful isthe end of wifdom? If grace be pleafant,how 

l i pleafant 
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pleafant is glory ? therefore the Saints dye fo plea- |Cap-ry- 
(antly, becaufe there is a meeting of grace and glory : 
Grace is delightful, glory more delightful, but when 
thefe both meet together,what delight will there then 
be? It is a fpeech of Serome, {peaking of carnal 
delights, Noze can go fromdelight to delight, but 
it is not fo fpiritually, the more delight we have here, 
the more we fhall have hereafter: and therefore let 
this be all our prayer, Lord give us evermore this 
pleafure, fatisfie our fouls with this pleafuré, if the 
drops be fweet, the rivers of pleafure and joy that are 
at Chrifts right hand, how fweet are they ? 
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Giueh X.VE 


A fpiritual eye can fee an excellency in Géds people 
though under great affliction. 


V was raifed from the words, was, That 
Qp 4 [piritual eye can feean excellency in 
Gods people , though under never fo 
a creat affliction, 

Mofes choofes rather to fuffer affi- 
ction with the people of God. Who were this peo- 
ple? A dejpifed people , an afflicted people, Yet 


199. 


gaHe fourth Doétrinal Conclufion that |\Doc#.4. 


Mofes could fee an excellency inthem while they |7 


were making their brick, while they were whipped by 
their task-mafters, and contemptible in the eyes of 
all the Egyptians, yet by the eye of faith Mofes 
could look upon them as the moft excellent of the 
earth, as the moft glorious people that lived in the 
world, and defires rather to joy with them, though 
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Cap.16. | in the greateft afflictions, then to abide in Pharaoh's 


Court, inthe enjoyment of all worldly delights let 


the world caft what dirt they will upon-them, and] 


darken their glory what they can, yet they are preci- 
ous and honorable in the Saints eyes, The excellent of 
the earth, andthe glory of the world. Fob {eraping 
his fores upon the dunghil, and Feremy {inking into 
the mire in the dw#geon, are more beautiful and glo- 
rious, then the great men of the earth, when they are 
crowned upon their Thrones , Though you have lien 
among (i the pots; {ays the Pfalmift, yet you are as the 
wings of a Dove covered with filver, and whofe fea- 
thers ave covered with yellow gold. — 3 

We read of the Chriftians thar lived in the time 
between the Prophetsand Chrift, inthe latter end 


of this Chapter, that were as mean as almoft the} 


rageof men, and poverty, and difgrace could make 
them, wandring up and down in Sheep-skins, and 
Goat-skins, andiz the dens and caves of the earth, 
and yer, fays the Text, they were fuch as the world 
were not worthy of : Chryfoftom carries it thus, Take 
all the men of the world, they are not worth one of the 
people of God, though never fo mean in regard of out- 
wards: But I rather take it thus, The world was not 
warthy of {uch a priviledge , to have them live 
amongfi them, they are fitter to be fet as Stars in 
Heaven, and to be continually before the Throne of 
God. 

Many times under mean outfides, there are preci- 
ous things within, in earthen veffels, rich treafures. 
The Tabernacle of God, covered meanly outwardly, 
and yet precious within, Itis faid of Chrift himfelf, 
that he had no form and comeline{s at all outward A 
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Ifa.'5 3. No beauty toa carnal eye : And yerin Cantigi) C4p-16+ 
where the Church is put a the defcription of 


Chrift, fhe fays, He # altogether lovely , altogether 
defires, fo itis inthe Original: See what a different 
efteem is of Chrift in the thoughts of the world,and 
the thoughts. of -a gracious heart: Andas of Chrift, 
fo of Chriftians, Ghrift is precious to them that do 
believe ; To you he is precious (ays the Apoftle) but |Wky a 
toothers a rock of offence, fo toa godly gracious Peor. (ees 
heart, the godly are precious, though contemned of |fo much 
thofe that are ungodly. The arguments that a graci- exc!eny 
ous heart goes upon, or reafons why a fpiritual eye | cope, 
fhould fee {o much excellency in Gods people, under lander 
their outward means, are, - ve oe 
Firft, becaufe they judge as God judges; itisof] x, 
the Spirit of God that they have received, and there- 
fore they muft needs judge of things as God judgeth. 
A childe efteems of things ufually as his father doth, 
if there be any of youmanifefta flight efteem of any 
among whom you live, before your children, your | 
children will .have the like efteem of them ; if you 
manifeft a high efteem of’any, your children will do 
the like: Hence itis, if thofe that are prophane, do 
defpife and {corn at Gods people before their chil-} < 
dren, their children will quickly learn to defpife them: 
Now becaufe Gods people have Gods Spirit, and 
God is their Father, they judge as their Father does. 
Righteous men and Kings, in Scripture phrafe, are 
made all one ; thofe who are Righteous, Ged looks 
upon as Kings, and fuch as are Kings, are not re» 
{pected of God, if they be not Righteons : Com- 
pare thofe two Scriptures, Mat.13. 17. and Leke 10. 
24.in the one it is thus, ALany Prophets and Righte- 
ous 
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But in the other itis, Many ies and Kings, have 
defired to fee thofe things which ye fee, 

God does not judge of men in regard of outwards ; 
what are outwards before the Lord? What is it to. 
have gold, and fine clothes before God? Thofe 
things thatare braveries in the world, and take up 
the eyes of mento admire at them, what are thefe to 
God? God does.not efteem of men at all for thefe 
things, neither doth he difefteem them for the want 
of them; the want of clothes, and of money, and 
of the things of the world, what is this to God ¢ 
Does God look at any man the worfe for want of 
thefe things? God is no refpecter of perfons , if he 
looks at any with high efteem, he looks at the poor, 
and humble, and contrite: God delights.to look 
down into the world upon thofe that are poor ; he re- 
{erves a poor people that fhall truft in his name, Zeph. |. 
3-12. The Lord paffeth by the great things of the 
world, he brings down the mighty, and regards the 
loiv eftate of his handmaid, the low eftate ot his peo- 
ple: It isa poor and contrite /pirit, that he that dwel- 
leth on high looketh at , the prayer of the deftitute he | 
regards, Pfal. 102.17. The word in the Original is, 
A poor hrub, that which is in the Wildernefs, and che 
beafts tread upon, that no man regards, that feems 
to be altogether worthlefs. It may be, one comes 
with brave words, and hath mighty expreflions, God 
throws*them as dirt in his face: There comes ano- 
ther, and canhardly groan out his meaning, and yet 
there being grace, God regards him. If a proud 
tcornful {pirit , fhould hear a poor gracious. heart 
groan out his complaints to God, he would think 

it 


ra M o s eE s his Choice. 203 


it non-fence ; bit God, knowing the meaning of |Cap.16, 
his Spirit, and feeing his grace, he hath refpect to 
him. resi 

A broken and contrite heart thou canft not defpife ; 
God can defpife Princes, and Emperors of the earth, 
when they fit upon their Thrones, but a broken and 
acontrite heart Ae cannot defpife , Jet him be never 
fo defpicable in the eyes of the world, God cannot 
defpifehim, no more then he candeny himfelf, and 
ceale to be'God. Itis Gods judgement of men, that 
the righteous ts more excellent then bis neighbor , 
Prov.12.26. Let his neighbor be the moft excellent, 
mrevard of parts, riches, honors, and other excel- 

lericees and thoeedly ‘man defpifed, -andevery way 
contemptible in regard of outwards, yet he is more 
excellenethen his neighbor. |, 

It is obferved, thatthe Eagle and-the Lyon, thofe 
brave creatures, were "not offered in {acrifice to God; 
bat the ‘poor Lamb, and Dove, -God regards the 
Lamband the Dove , before the Eagle and the Lyon, 
to'note that your great and brave fpirits of the world, 
that-are-as Eagles, high, and‘lofty, -and as the Lyon, 
God regards nor thole but your -poor Lambs, and 
Doves, your poor week {pirits; that are contemptible: 
inthe eyes-of ‘the world, ‘thofe are precious to-God. 

Not many mighty, great and noble, but God hath 
chofenthe bafe things of the world, the foelifh, con-, 
temptible things of the world,to confound the wife,and 
the great things of the world, 

‘At-is very obfervable, when Joba {ent to Chrif, 
to know whether he were the..Ve/fiah or no, whe- 
therthey fhouldclook. for another, he didnot fend 
hima direct aniwer, bur, fayshe, sin ier a a 

j inde 
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Cap.r6l blinde fee; thelame go,the dead are raifed and the poor 
receive the Gofpel : Mark how Chrift puts the poors 
receiving of the Gofpel amongft the reft, the `o- 
ther wére arguments.ot Gods, power and glory, but 
what argument of ,Chrifts glory was this, thatthe 
poor, a contemptible people, received the Gofpel 2 
Yesy:i God does as much glory in tlie poors receiving 
the Gofpel,, as if raifing up the dead : Some would 
think thatithis fhould.be anoffence to Foha, that the} 
poor receives the Gofpel; one would rather think 
he were the Meffiah, if the rich had received the 
Gofpel ; No, fays -he, the poor receive the Gofpel, 
heknewthat Fopz had.a gracious heart, and would 
efteem:of things: as he did, and would ‘not be of- | 
ee es ea aa ea. Sener 

Secondly, Gods people, by a {piritual eye, are very 
highly.efteemed, becaufe fuch an eye looks at fpiri- 
tual excellencies :; God hath made, a gracious heart 
| acquainted. with true {piritual excellencies, and fuch 
j aonè beholding the beauty and the glory that there 
is in {piritual excellencies,' all the outward glittering 
glory that there is in the world.is darkned : It is true, 
men andivomen, fo, long as they, know no better 
things, judge onely according to thefe outward mean 
things.., Children,that know no better things thena 
gay.coat, count it the greateft preferment that can 
be, to ‘be put into fuch a coat;..and.fo a man that 
knows no better things then the things of ‘the world, 
he counts it the greateft excellency: to’ have them: 
{But when a childe comes to have reafon, and fees 
‘thigher things, he does not prize fuch things; fo a 
foul that comes to fee: the thingsiof Heaven, God, 
and Chrift, ‘and Grace, and fees into. see of 

| them, 
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them, and not as imaginary, he will never admire | Cap.16. 


at any thing below, but onely at grace, and where 
there is grace, nothing can darken the light of it, it 
is fo glorious as the light of the Sun; alittle fmoak 
cannot darken the light of the Sun, when it fhines 
bright; a little fmoak will darken the light of the 
candle, but cannot darken the light of the Sun: And 
foa little aition will darken thefe outward things, 
| to thofe that efteem them at a high rate; but fpiritual 
excellencies are of {fuch a nature, that afflictions can- 
not darken them. 

But what fpiritual excellencies are thofe that a {piri- 
tual eye fees in Gods people, that make them to be 
fo precious in its efteem, norwithftanding all their 
outward meannefs ? 

Firft, the Image of God. Secondly, the relation 
they have to God. Thirdly, their {piricual priviledges. 
Fourthly,-the precioufnefs of that which comes from 
them. Fifthly, the great ufe that they are of here in 
the world. Sixthly, their ends. 

Firft, for the work of grace, they have the image 
of God uponthem: Nowtheimage of a thing, ts 
not the reprefenting of a thing in fome under excel- 
lency, or in fome mean thing that concerns that 
which it is made to refemble; but it is a refemblance 
of itin that which is the chief excellency. As if I 
would draw the picture of a man, I would not 
draw it for to refemble flefh meerly, that-a beaft 
| bath as well as man, butas nearas can be, the very 
countenance, and lifeof mañ, Iwillnot draw the 
back partsof aman, but his face, and countenance 
to life; fo the image of God is not that which hath 
fome little likenefs to God, but that which hath 


a like- 
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ap.16. | a likenefs to God in the higheft excellency, in his ho- 
aa linefS and righteoufnefs, which is (to {peak accord- 
Gol. {ing as we are able to conceive) the higheft excellency 
of God; fo that a gracious heart hath that which. 
makes him like unto that whichis the top of Gods 
excellency, that which is the image of Gop 
| himfelf, and therefore it hath thefe four titles, The 
Image of God, The Divine Nature, The Life of God, 
and the Glory of God. The Image of God, Gen. 1.26. 
That of the Divine Nature, you haveinthe 2 Pet. | 
1.4. Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and | 
precious promifes, that by thefe you may be partakers 
of the Divine Nature. And the Life of God, Eph.q. 
18. Being alienated from the life of God, that is from 
his grace. -And the Glory of God, Rom.3.23. For ak 
| have finned, and come fhort of the Glory of God. The 
work of grace in mens fouls, hath that excellency 
init, that there is more of God to be feen init, then | 
in all the works that ever God did make from the be- 
ginning of the world, ‘not onely if you take one fin- 
gle work (onely excepting the hypoftatical Union of 
the humane nature of Chrift) but take all the crea- 
tures that God hath made in heaven and earth, they 
have not fo much of the glory of God to be feenin 
‘them, as there is to be feen in the work of grace; fo 
| chat take the pooreft, meaneft Chriftian, that hath 
the work of grace, though parts be never fo weak, 
and outwardly he be never fo contemptible, there is 
more to be feenin this poor man or woman, then in 
the whole frame of Heaven and earth, then inthe 
Sun, Moonand Stars, then in all the creatures of 
the world befides, except _4ugels, and therefore 
furely outward meannefs can never take down the 
efteem 
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efteem that a gracious heart hath of Gods people ; ‚Cap. 16. 
Yea, itis the greateft excellency that ever God did 
beftow upon, or will beftow upon any for the kinde, 
if it were grown upto the greateft degree, ftill ex- 

| cepting that hypoftatical Union of the Humane na- 
ture of Chrift with the Divine, and therefore muft 
needs gain a precious efteem. 

It is a principle of eternal happinefs, it is that 
which will grow up to an eternal glory: Take all 
moral and natural excellencies, let them grow up 
to the higheft height they can, they can never grow 
up to glory ; but this is that eternal feed, if it be let to 
crow up, it wil grow up to the height of glory : Now 
if Grace be thus, if it be that principle whereby a 
creature is raifed tofuch a_high condition, no mar- 
vel though thofe that have a {piritual eye , and 
can fee into the things of God, and judge {piritually 
of things, muft needs efteem thofe very precious 
and honorable, that have the work of grace upon 
them. Moral excellencies have been highly efteem- 
ed by Heathens; as the Fabii and Fabrst1i, that were 
taken from their dinner and {upper of. Turnips, to 
rule and govern great armies, becaufe they faw fuch 
great excellencies under their mean outfides : If to 
be the knowledge of moral excellencies can raife the. 
efteem of men in the world,much more then the true 
and glorious excellencies of grace. 

Secondly,in regard of the relationthey have toGod:| , 
Gods people have a near relation to God ; the nearer 
felation one hathto great ones, the more high he is i 
in the efteem of men; now Gods people though never |Thehims 
{o mean,have a wonderful near relation ro God; for, a 


Firft, they are the chofen of God, they are thofe |God. 
which 
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©ap.16-) which the Lord in his eternal counfels, hath fet apart 
for himfelf; the counfels of God from all eterni- 1. 
ty have wrought for their good ; and this is manifeft- 
ed unto a gracious heart, The Lord hath fet apart a 
godly man for himfelf, fays the Pfalmift in P/al. q. 
They are thofe that are the.confecrated ones of God, 
confecrated and devoted things, though they were 
never {o mean, were exceedingly efteemed of ; if it 
were but leather, or wood, or never fo meana thing 
that was in the tabernable, and confecrated to God, 
it was highly efteemed : Thofe that are fuperftitious, 
if there be any thing they think is a holy relique, 
though never fo mean, what a high efteem they have 
ofteco. i 
Itis reported of CApries,a King of Egypt, who 
was of a bafe birth, for which fome defpited him, 
wherefore of a great Bafon of gold, in which he and 
his guefts were wont to wath their feet, he made an 
Image, and {etit up inan eminent place. inthe City, 
and obferving the {uperftitious devotions of the peo- 
ple thereunto, Now, fays he, though the King be of 
mean birth, he ts not to be refbected the lefs: tis 
true, the Saints of God for their outwards are mean, 
but their confecration puts glory upon them. I have 
read of the people of the E/t-Indies, in the I/le Zey- 
lon, who having an Apes tooth got from them, 
which was a confecrated thing by them, they offered 
an incredible mafs of treafure to recover it; andif 
fo be a confecrated thing, though fo bafe in it felf, be 
fo highly efteemed for the confecration fake, how 
much more an immortal foul, that hath fo many 
graces, as pearls fet glittering in it, being confecrated 
unto God ¢ 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, they are thofe that are entred into Cove- 
nant with God,and therefore in nearer relation (then 
others) to God ; therefore they are called The portion 
of God, The treafure of God, The peculiar ones of God , 

they are thofe that God fatisfics himfelf in; what high- 
] er then fuchexpreffions as thefer They are thofe that 
God hath fet his heart upon, the beloved ones of 
God: They are the children of the high God; The 
fpoufe of the fon,that are married to the fon, In fome 
refpect nearer then the Angels themfelves, for they 
are notin a myftical Union fo married to Chrift, as 
Gods people are; and Gods people having fuch rela- 
tions to God,as inthefe & many other refpects might 
be'named, they are worthy of honorable efteem. 
_ Thirdly, for priviledges ; they are thofe that are; 
freed from the evil of fin, the evilof punifhment. : 
They are thofe that have whatfoever is in God to be 
theirs, working for their good: All the Attributes 
of God, and the ways of God in his Providence : If 
there be any thing in God to make a man happy, it 
is theirs. And all the good that is fpoken of in the 
Word, all the glorious promifes are theirs: And 
all that is in the world is theirs, the world continues | 
for their fakes ; faysthe Apoftle, fH is yours, for 
you are Chrifts, and Chrift is Gods , 1 Cor. 3. ult. 
It isa greatargumentto thew Gods greatnefs, that 
all the creatures in the world are his, and for him, 
what an argument then is it, to fhew the greatnefs 
of a Chriftian, that Heaven, and Earth, and Chrift, 
and God, and all-are his, and for him’ They have 
free accefs to. the Throne of grace, and welcom 
too: They have that priviledge, to come and put 
| their hands into Gods treafure, and take what i. 
will, 
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will, God gives them the key, giving them the {pirit 
of prayer, he gives them the key of his fpiritual trea- 
fure: They are the heirs of Heaven and eternal life , 
yea,and the heirs of the world. too, for being the 
children of God, they inheric their Fathers riches ; 
now Rom. 4.13. Abraham is faid to be the heir of 
the world. 

Fourthly, confider the precious things that come 
from them: as there are more excellencies in them- 


‘| felves, thenin all creatnres in heaven and earth, ex- 


cept Angels; fo inevery gracious action that comes 
from them, there is the greateft excellency the 
world hath. Lather hath many high and excel- 
lent expreffions of the worth of the acts of grace, 
whereby he fhews, though he wasa mighty advan- 
cer of Faith, fo he was no enemy to good 
works: Noman, fays he, can commend good works 
magnificently enough , for one work of a Chriftian, ts 
more preious then heaven and earth, and therefore all 
the world inthis life, cannot fufficiently reward one 
good work, And inanother place, If I might have 
my defire,I would rather choofe the meaneft work of a 
Country Chriftian, or poor Maid, then all the Victo- 


| ries and Triumphs of Alexander the Great, and of Ju- 
[lius Cæfar. And again, Whatfoever the Saints do, 


though never fo [mall and mean, it is great and glo- 
rious becaufe they doallin faith, and by the word. And 


further, Let our works be (mall, fervile, womanifh, 


titulum, Verbum Doinini, quo fiunt gloriofa omnia, €P inctcrnum manfura. Santi quan- 
tumuis cxiguum @ fordidum faciunt, magnum cft qr- gloriofum, quia omnia faciunt in 
Andin Gen 29. Si darciur mihi oftio, cligcrem Chriftiani rujlici, aut ancille 


agrejle opus preomurbus victoriis cx triumpbis Alexandria 


they 
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they are all glorious, fuch as {hall remain eternally, Cap.16. 
Surely they are precious, from whom fuch 
precious things do come; it is a precious fountain, 
that fends forth fuch precious ftreams : Thefe the , 
Saints of God fend forth plentifully, the excellency | 
of them a fpiricual eye fees, and therefore muft needs.| 
fee thofe to be the excellent of the earth,from whence 
thefe come. 
Fifthly, the great ufe that they are of in the world; | 5. 

What ule is a poor man or woman of, that lives in a 
poor {moak-hole, that no man regards ? Yes, many 
ways ; thefe are the onely ufeful people in the world, 
theyare they from whom God hath all his glory in the 
world, God attains his end of making the world by '5,. j 
them; were it not for a company of poor contempti- fulne/s of 
ble people, what glory thould God have in the world? . Gods pe 
Now for men to be the onely people from whom Psia 
God hath his glory in the world, is to beof great 
ufe: They are they that are the falt of the earth, and 
the ight of the world, though by fome that be ap- 
plied onely to thofe Difciples and Minifters , fure- 
ly it is to be applied to any Difciples of Chrift: They 
are they that hold forth the light of the glory of 
God ; the world would be as a dungeon of difmal 
darknefs, were it not for them: They are they 
that can prevail with God for mighty things, ‘as $a- 
cob, he prevailed with God asa Prince: They are 
they that are employed about high and honorable 
things, none have {uch glorious employments as 
Gods people. 
-:Turkifh Hiftory tells us, that the very Camels ' 
thatare ufed to go to ~Mahomets Tomb, are ever | 
after of -high efteem amongft them, fo as they ne- 

Gz ver | 
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16+ | ver after ufe them in any mean fervile way as they did 
before: Though things be never fo mean, yet by the 
ufe they become honorable, no ufe fo honorable as 
that of the Saints, where this is feen with a difcerning 

eye, they are exceeding honorable. They are the 
great bleffing of the world: Ifa. 19. 24. there isa 
promife that J/rael {hould be 4 blefsing in the midft 
of the Land. Gods people, wherefoever they are, 
are a bleffing to that Country, a bleffing to the 
world, howfoever defpifed of the world; put all thefe 
together, and furely they are precious. 

Laftly, a fpiritual eye looks upon Gods people as 
precious, notwithftanding all outward meannefs, be- 
caufe it looks upon them as in their ends, though they 
are nowincomparably above all that is in the world 
befides, yer their glorious end raifeth their worth 
exceeding high, and a fpiritual eye looks much at 
the end and iffue of things, and therefore looking 
upon the Saints in regard of the iffue of all, they can- 
not but havea high efteem of them. Eye hath not 
feen, nor edr heard, neither hath it entred into the 
‘| heart of man, to conceive the excelent things that 
God hath prepared for them that love hin, 1 Car. 
2.9. And now a fpiritual eye can {ee thefe things, 
which a øatural eye cannot, as if they were pre- 
fent, the glorious things that are to come, and 
the glorious condition that fuch a one fhall. be 
in, a f{piritual eye cannot but faften upon fuch 
a one, and bles him, as the blefled of the 
Bord. | | 
+ | We do ufeto look upon great heirs, that are 
appointed for great things; and fhall have great 
poffeffions, with honorable repet, though = 
they! 
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they-be meanly clothed, in ruffet'cloth, or éating | Cap.16. 
courfe bread, and playing with beggars children , {0 
Gods fervants, howfoever they are inthe efteem’of 
the world, yet thofe that know what they are to inhe- 
rit, what they fhall receive hereafter , cannot but 
look upon them as honorable : A f{piritual eye fees 
that that body that is now clothed fo meanly, within 
afew years fhall fhine more bright then the Sun in 
the hrmament,and that foul that-is weak'in parts and 
gifts, it fees it asa veffel that: fhall be filled to the 
brim with all the glory of God, and the Image 
of God to be made perfect, and to have perfect 
knowledge of God, and of the blefled Trinity, 
and;the myftery of the Gofpel', and‘all the great 
works of God: A fpiritual eye can fee within a lit- 
tle while, when Chrift hall come in his glory, he 
will own them before men and Angels, and tell men 
and Angels, Thefe are thofe, for whom the eternal 
councels of my Father did workjand I was content to 
fhed my blood for them ; and all that was intended 
in the great work of Redemption, was for thefe: A 
{piritual eye can fee, that within a while they fhall be 
taken up with our Savior, to judge the whole world, 
to judge the Angels, with Crows upon their heads, 
and palms in their hands, triumphing, afcending up 
with Chrift to fee the Father, and to enjoy him ever- 
laftingly. And if thefe things be feen, as real and 
certain, they. cannot but raife efteem,; there is’ fo 
much in Gods people here, as not enely does con- 
vince a gracious heart, but fometimes will convince 
one that hath but natural principles of their excel- 
lency. 
Some men and women, that do fometime rail 
P 32 at 
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Cap.ré. at Godspeople, if we could fee into theirbofoms, 


do fometimes blefs them, and with thar their condi- 
tion were {uch as theirs fhall be: As Balsam wifhed 
hemightdye the death of the Righteous, and Fobn 
the Baptift, though he was mean foroutwards, yet 
Herod reverenced him, becaufe he faw fome glim- 
merings of the excellency that was in him: And 
that, is obfervable that we have of Foafh King of 
Ifrael, 2 Kings 13.14¢ he was a.wicked man, yet) 
when he comes to Eléfha, and fees the Prophet was. 
to dye, {ays he, O my Father, my Father, the Cha- 
riots of Ifrael, and the Horfemen thereof ! this is the 
fpeech of one that was ungodly, he hada reverend | 
efteem of ‘Elifha, and it feems he walked fo, -as he 
gained mighty efteem from wicked men;as in 2 King. 
3.12. three Kings came down to the Prophet to 
{peak with him, they do not fend for him; True it is, 
one of them was a goòd man, but the other two 


‘were wickeds-it was indeed inthe time of their af- 


fliction, yet it was 2 mighty honor the Prophet had 
from them. Irtis reported of the Emperor Severus, 
when Origen came to him, he ‘came-very meanly 
cloathed, onely one garment; Severus fent hima 
Chariot, and change of garments, to come in pomp 
to him, 4e refufed ta come in pomp, and yet when 
he faw the piety and gravity of the man, he was 
mightily convinced, andit gained much refpect from 
him: The godly will gain refpect from wicked men, 
much more from a gracious heart, that can judge as 
God judges, and fee the ends of things. 
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What we ave ta learn from that high efteem a gracious 
heart hath of the Sdintsintheir fore ft. afflictions: 
a a Oe ies E iJ wie HS lee ay | 


~y Ence we fee what a difference is bétween the | 
H men-of the world, and Gods people: The | 
a B men ofthe world are fuch, as in all their | 
outward pompand bravery, ate bafe and wretched, | 
and Gods peoplein all their bafenefs: and: meaninefs; 
are précious and honorable: The wicked men are | 
fo vile, as. all the: glory thatthe world’ hath cannot 
| make: them blefled :and»Gods people are fo blefled, | 
| a5 that all the evil-of the world;cannot! make then | 
| any way miferable: If aman had his hearts defirean | 
| all things thatare here: below, he may remain as a 
| bafe curfed creature's, but let him be gracious, and 
godly, and Jet him have all-the mifery that.can be 
put upon him inthesvorld, heis‘one that God; and | 
the Angels, 'and Saints look upon, as the glory of 
the earth. ly «ees l Iie A 
That is very obfervable we have of Antiochus Epi- 
phanesin Danari.zi. In his efate fhal fandupavile 
perfon; and yet. he was the great Kingof Affyria. 
| And Fofephus reports, the Samaritans wrote to him, 
becaufe he tormented:the Fews ro excufe themfelves | 
thar. they were no Fews;and they writ, Aatiochusithe | 
| mighty God , and his name Epiphanes in Englithjdoes 
| fignifie ove that zs illuftrious and famous above others: | 
Though he was the great King of Affyria,and by flat- | 
| tery was-called the-afighty Cod; -and by his.name cal- | 
| led tluftrions & famous above others,yet by the holy 
Ghoft he is called a Vile perfon. But David {peaking 
P4 of 
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Cap.17:| of Gods people, whom he fhould do good unto, 


fays, They are the excellent of the earth in whom is my 
delight, Pfal.16. the word fignifies, the magnificent 
of the earth - ‘The oneis called The vile of the earth, 


in the Pfalm before, and the other called The magni- 


ficentyin this Pfalm: 


-.God-hath made% feparation between ‘the wicked 


and ithe godly,.and-therefore Mofes: fays in Exod: 
33. ver: 16. Thou haft feparated between ws and other 
eople';: the word that is tranflated feparated, is, thon 
haft wonderfully feparated between us and other peo- | 
ple; fo God-hath wonderfully feparated between us 
and the world;..:that the one: fhould béefo curfed, that 
all the good of theworld:carinot make them blefled 
and the other {o bleffed, as all the evil of the world 
cannot make them miferable. When C4grippa 
was fo admired, that the people cryed, The voyce 
of God; and not of. mair, God gives.an Angel ave 
thority:to' {mite him;and e was eaten up with worms: 
Fohn though he:was mean in the world, the Holy 
Ghoft calls him the greateft that was born of: a 
wolmandsiwh GTO op sldiivtb guy arna 
“\Secondly,; this rebukes thofe that canfée novexcel=, 
lencyin thofethat are godly, more then in others: 
and if they be affliéted; they look upon them, as the 
prey of theanalice of wickedanen,. anda poor con- 
temptible people, and pals them by, and fee. nothing 
in them to bé worthy of any refpect. As. it was faid 
of Hered, when Chrift came to him; he thought 
to have feen miracles wrought by him, and becaufe 
he appeared-asca medm man}; Herod flighted»him ; 
and. fo'men that judge according to the flefh,: if 
nren be great in the worlds or have {uch a one ~ 
| . " 
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be their friend, they like that well, butif he be rag- 
ged, and mean, they pafs him by, as not: refpecting. 
of him. As Ho/pinzaz tells us of the dogs, that kept 
the Temple of Vulcan, If any came to the ‘Temple 
with brave cloaths; they would let them alone, but 
if they came in ragged cloaths, they -would:tear 
them all in: pieces : So men of the world, if they-fee 
men in good: cloaths,\ and profper outwardly, they. 
are. fomebody’; but for this godlinefs,. and precife- 
nefs, they haveno skill in it, and therefore defpife 
it, and look: contemptibly uponit. So it was with 
the. Samaritans; as long asthe people of the Fes 
wete profperous outwardly,they would challenge ac- 
quaintaneey and affinity with them, but if they were 
inaffliction, then they would fall off: but St. Pant 
did not fo, for(fays he) Henceforth know I no man 
aferak ince 1 tle nasi gam oar St 
-Irisa greát fignof acarnal-heart, and oppofite to 
the'principle of grace, to look upon things accord- 
ing to.outward excellency, and’ not to fee a beauty 
in Gods people for want of outward excellency. 
Some'-things that are foolith, areonely weaknefs of 
realon: fome things are oppofite to the principles of 
realon, and where we fee fuch, we account thofe na- 
turals: {o fome things are infirmities,and argue weak- 
nefs of grace ;t but other things are quite contrary 
to the principles of grace, and amongft thofe I know 
none more evident then this, For people to judge of 
things according to outward excellency, and not to 
fee the excellency of Gods people through outward 
meanes? this isan argumentthatthe Goipel is Aid 
from thee,and fo thon art a loft creature : if the beau- 
ty of the Gofpel be Aidit is hid to thofe thatare fe 

t 
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Tt is true likewife of fuchas ptofefs the Gofpel, if 
the beauty of them be hid, itis hid tothofe that are | 
loft i to} 


| 


ean 


, Thirdly, if fo that there:is fuċhvan excellency:it | 
Gods people, though under great afflictions te fhould: 
teach us all to manifeft our refpeét to Gods people | 
thatare mean: Tt isamoftvile thing, to-have the 
S faith of Chrif in re(pect of per fons.: fays Tertullian, 
bs pp We do not judge of faith by per fons, but of perfons:by. 


em, felexi faith: So do not look at men, to judge of them 
fidegerfo- according to outwards , but look to the: inwards 
a of the foul,. how they.are cloathed within. Whara 
fhameful. thing is it for thofe that areChriftians, that | 
know fpiritual excellencies, to look. upon. thofe that |< 
are gay, and brave outwardly ¢ .W hat dothofe that | 
are gay and:braveattire themfelves for, but to have | 
theeyesof men drawn after them? Let childrens 
eyes be drawn after them, ‘but if they have’ rotten 
fpirits, let them be fo looked upon, notwithftanding 
they be in gay cloaths : but for thofe that are graci- 
ous „ Jefus Chrift- looks upon them as his glory; 
2 Cor. 8.-23. The meflengers of the Church, the 
glory of Chrift; and therefore we fhould glory in 

them much more. ~ , at bre ee 
- The Apoftle S.Fames {peaks very bitterly to thofe 
that he wrote unto, for having refpect unto perfons, 
Jam. 2. 4-| fays he, Are ye not then partial in your felves, and are 
become judges of evilthoughts ? as if he fhould fay, 
Do not your confciençes condemn you? Can this 
ftand with grace ¢ to have the faith of the Lord Je- 
fus Chrift in refpect of perfons; Are you become judges 
of evilthoughts ? thofe evil thoughts of yours, in 
refpecting thofe that arein brave apparel Are pe 
judges 
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judges-of thofe evil thoughts ¢ thatis, to judge ac- 
cording to them: Some render it thus; and are zot 
jedgesof evil thoughts ¢ And fo the negative, that 
is joyned to partial, is to be applyed alfo, to become 
judges of evil thoughts: Have you fuch evil thoughts 
as thefe, and do you not judge them to be evil ? No- 
ting there is fo much evil in them, as it is to be won- 
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dered, thatany fhould have fuch evil thoughts, and | 


yet not judge them to be naught. 
‘But how thould we manifeft our refpett to thofe 
that are outwardly mean, that are gracious ¢ 
Firft, own them, and be not afhamed.of them, be- 
fore your braveft kindred, for they are preciots to 
God and Chrift, andif you be afhamed of them, 
you are afhamed of Chrift himfelf, and it is juft 
Chrift thould be afhamed of you another day: Are 
they the glory of God, the treafure of God, and 
the portion of God, and the peculiar ones of God, 
and fhall you be afhamed of them? O no, but thofe 
whom God honors, let us honor; What rule can 
we have better for our honoring of men, then that 
honor that our God puts upon them? It is givenas 
afpecialreafon, why the King of Babylon fent Am- 
bafladors, and aprefent to Hezekiah, after he had 
been fick, to teftific his refpe&t to him, and to honor 
him, becaufe he had heard, how that miracle of the 
Suns going back was for him, asa fign of his reco- 
very; The Sun was the God whom the Babylonians 
worthipped, now becaufe their God had honored 
HeXekiah fo much, the King of Babylon would ho- 
nor him likewife. Abslenfis in 2 Kings 20. God hath 
wrought great things for his Saints, whereby he hath 
put much honor upon them, he hath owned es 
ore 


Dueft. 
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Cap.17. | fore all the world, let us own them with honorable 
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refpect of them. “ 

2.Again,blefs God that you may have any commu- 
nion with them, to have the breathing of Gods Spi- 
rit in them ; reioyce in their communion, and fellow- 
fhip, and delight more in mouraing with them in their 
affictions, then in all the jollities of the world, then 
to be feafting, then to enjoy all their delightful bra- 
veries. ROR ` 

3. Again, the more they are contemned in the 
world, and they fuffer in the world, the more do you | 
refpect them, and own them ; So long as Gods peo- | 
ple fuffer nothing, but have outward profperity as | 
well as others, fome will make of them, but if they | 
fee them in contempt, then they leave them, and look 
at them afar off: as it is with a mans Miniftery, when 
amans Miniftery is approved of by fome that are 
rich, and the affembly be filled with fuch, they count 
{uch a Miniftery a credit to their Church, but if it 
be fpiritual, fo as it may be but few of them under- 
ftand it, and fo difcountenanced by fuch as thofe are, 
then his Miniftery,is not regarded : and as in the 
efteem of the Miniftery,fo in the efteem of the faints ; 
when they are efteemed in the world,they will efteem 
of them, but when the efteem of the world is taken, 
away, their efteem is taken away. 

As it is with the Deer that is hunted, when the 
Huntfman goes into the Park, he ftirs up all, and all 
run together, but if one be fhot, and they fee the 
blood run down, they will all puth him out of their 
company : fo while Gods peopie goon, and are in 
credit, and efteem with the world, others that are 
flight profeffors of Religion will efteem them, and 

they 
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they fhall be welcom into their company, till they Cap-17. 
be fhot, and they fee difgrace put upon them, then | 
they look upon them witha lowry countenance. If) 
aman be travelling, and there be a Sun-dial by the 
high-way, if the Suz fhine, he will go out of his | 
| way to take notice of it, butif the Sun do not fhine, | 


he may goa hundred times by and never regard it ;' 


| and fo when the Sun fhines upon.Gods people, they | 

| are much made of, butif a cloudy day do come, and 
take away the Sunthine, they are nor efteemed, and | 
many people inftead of helping them in their affiŝti- | 
on, will adde to their afi&tion, and fay, You needed , 
not to have been fo forward, and to have appeared fo | 
much, It was your-want of wifdom brought you inte 
this trouble, and the like. 

If yowhad a gracious heart, if you faw onc of Gods 
Servants go on in the way of God, and fuffer in-that | 
way, though he had failed in fome particulars,’ you 
would pafs them by, and not be ready to take advan- 
tage, to fpeak againft. him for them: If aman do 
plead for the King, every circumftance is not taken | 
up, aid aggravated agamnft him ; and fo for thofe | 
that are for God, every circumftance fhanld not be | 
aggravated againft them: ‘Iris better for one to be | 

forward in Gods caufe; though he fhould failin fome 
circumftances, then to be lukewarm. If aman be go- | 
ing carneftly and do fall forward,thereis not-{o much | 
| danger inthat, as to fall backward :. fo a:mam:thatis:| 
forward in that which is. good, though he may carty | 
fome things indifcreetly, and fuffer fouvewhar thar | 
| way, yet his.fall is bur forward, and there is nor: fo! 
{much danger in that, as in a time-ferver, and apoftate | 
‘that falls backward, he may break his neck. And 


there- 
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Cap.17. | therefore we fhould not aggravate the afflictions of 
the Saints, if they be right in the main, we fhould 
countenance them, and appear for them, though we 
venture fomerhing, as Mofes here, he might have 
faved himfelf, and yet he had fucha high efteem of 
Gods people, as he would venture all for them: but 
of this in the next Point. 

3. Thirdly, If God does move the hearts of any, pre- 
cioufly to efteem of his people, though afflicted out- 
wardly, hearken to a word of encouragement, Cer- 
tainly thou art bleffed of God : It isa note of a won- 
derful ftrong eye- fight that thou haft, that thou canft 
fee Spiritual excellency, through outward meannefs : 
there is more skill in being able to fee the precioufnefs 
of a thing, then to fee the glory and Inftre of it; 
that which is not true pearl, may have as much luftre 
as the true, but the skill of the Lapidary is to know, 
that is not precious, but the- other, although it be 
fullied with dirt. Itis a.noteof fincerity of grace, 
that thou loveft grace for grace: Itis anote of the 

ower of grace, that thou canft pafs by that which 
is a tumbling to fo many. Certainly God will know 
thy foul in adverficy, and will look through all thy 
infirmities upon thee, that canft look with an honor- 
able efteem upon his people through all afflictions : 
And.in that. time when thou fufpecteft the work of 
grace in:thee, this may be-One argument’ to uphold 
thee,though thou canft not difcern the work of grace 
| ia thine own heart, yet. thou canft prize it in another ; 
itis an argument it isin thy foul, though now thou 
canft not fecit, though people want other notes, yet 
this'‘many have. . i ~ r 

4. |: Fourthly, Youthatarethe Servants of God, and 

wy] God 
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God hath fo ordered it,as you are mean in the world, (Cap.17 
meanin your parts and eftates, and mean in regard 
of your friends, be not difcouraged, do not think, 
I am a poor contemptible man or woman, no body looks 
at me, or regards me ; God hatha high efteem of you, 
the Angels have a high efteemof you, the Saints 
have a high efteem of you, and therefore be not 
difcouraged* As you‘have it in Ifaiah 56. 3, 4. 
Let not the Eunuch fay, Iam a dry tree, for if 
he will take hold of my name, and keep my Sab- 
bath, Z will give him an everlafting name, better then 
of fons and daughters: Many , becaufe they are 
outwardly mean, do go on difcouraged, and fay of 
themfelves, We are dry trees: If thou didft but 
fee the thoughts of Gods people,and fee thethotig hts 
of wicked men, as if thou couldft but unfold the 
confciences of wicked men, they do reverence thee, 
and wih they were in thy condition, if they were to 
dye; though you have not that refpect from the god- 
ly which they feem to fhew to others, that they have 
more ufe of, and are more ferviceable to them to do 
their bufinefs, and fo there is a fhew of more outward 
familiarity, yet do not think but that you are more 
highly efteemed then they are. | 

But fuppofe no-man fhould regard you, it is enough | 
that God does regard you; Itisa notable fpeech of | 
Salvian, Such as are truly blefed in their own con{ct- 
ences, cannot be miferable by the falfe judgements of 
other men: But I fay, though that were enough, yet 
you have more, you have God, and his Angeis, and 
Saints, and the con{ciences of wicked men, though 
we fhould not 'regatd the efteem of the men of the 
world, but go on in our way, onely be careful thar 


they} 


— 
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| fuch honorable refpect? Is there not caufe of fufpi- | 


| it be your care fo to walk, withfuch heavenly humble | 
| {pirits, as to hold forth the beauty of godlinefs unto 


| of God; Holy and reverend is his name , How does 
| Gods'namie come to be reverend, but by being holy ? 
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they may not (peak ill of our Religion, but the efteem 
of the Saints isnot’ {lightly to be efteemed, forit is 
ablefling of God, and therefore St. Pant was earneft 
with the Romans to pray to God forhim, that his 
fervice might be accepted of by the Saints. ~ 

On the other fide, for one to be in fuch a condition, 
as thofe that are godly, wife, and humble, fhall call 
their eftates into queftion, and be fufpitious of them, 
fuch neéd look to themfelves: many that are truly 
godly, may be very guilty of cenfuring, and fo do 
much wrong, both to thole that are godly, and to 
Religion; but take thofe that are wife, and humble, 
and. I fay, if fuch fhould be jealous of me, I fhould 
have great cautc to be fulpitious of my felf, for fuch 
have the Spirit OF God and-do ‘know the things of 
God, 4 fpiritual man judgeth allthines, and there- 
fore we fhould make good ufe of their opinions of us, 
If they be afraid of us, we fhould fear our felves, as 
ifaiah fays, There tno peace tothe wicked, fays my 
God, that Godthat my foul hath intereft in, fays, | 
there is no peacetothe wicked; So when thofe that | 
have intereft in God, fall fay toa man, there is ao 
peace to thee, it fhould make his heart quake. Gods | 
people ought fo to walk, as to gain ref{pect from the | 
confciences of men, Do you fo walk as to gain any | 


tion? Inthename of Jefus Chrift I befeech you, let | 
others, and to force refpect from them. As itis faid 


fo it may be faid of Gods people, Holy and reverend 
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are their names, if they be Aoly; thei names are re- | Cap.17. | 


verend, they will gain reverence from thofe that are 
godly, and will force it from the bafeft wretches : and 
therefore you that would have honor, and a-name, 
here is a way; you-would be the fineft inall the.com- 
pany, and you think to get a name that way, you feek 
togetriches, and fo to geta name, thisis not the 
way, this does not cover the filth of fin, this cover- 
ing is narrower then that you can wrap your ‘felf in; 
If/a.22.26. but if you would get a name indeed, be 
godly,and gracious,and holy,and then you thall have 
the teftimony af the confciences of men, and that 
is more then all their words, for there may be flattery 
in their wordss : pE eal gi 


- -Many Minifters think if they fhould be poor and 


mean, every one would contemn their Miniftery; and 
therefore they think the way to have their Miniftery 
refpected, isto get great livings ;“this certainly isa 
falfe way : A poor godly man. that walks in his Mi- 
niftery faithfully, and confcionably, will gain more 
refpect,then others by all their great preferments. As 
ic was the fpeech of Boniface, that was a «Martyr , 
one askt him, whether it was lawful to give the Wine 
in the Sacrament ina wooden cup; Time was, fays 
he, when-there were wooden Chalices, and golden 
Prie(ts, but now there are golden Chalices, and wooden 
Priéfts :\Thiswwas the way.of Papiftry, for to"have 
outward bravery, and thought to gain mens devotion 
that way ;.but.. when there were: wooden. Chalices, 
when things were carryéd: meanly, that did .not take 
away the dignity, of the Miniftery;> but by:the-holi- 
nefs of their lives, they were 'efteemed:of the-more, 
and the Ordinances were not accounted the worfe 
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Gap.17. |by the outward fimplicity of them, but the better, : 


Let us that are acquainted with any thing of the 
minde of God, know that there are better things to 
gain refpect.to Religion, and to our felves by, then 


| all che outward things; be hot afraid therefore of fuf- 


ferings, be godly,and let fufferings be never fo much, 
and your name will be precious. Thofe whowandred 
up and down in {heep-skins, and goat-skins, Heb. 11. 
yet obtaineda good report by faith, s . ETY 

Laftly, ifa gracious eye can fee fo much excellen- 
cy in the Saints, in outward meannefs, how much 
more fhall they. fee when they come to their glory, 
when all the -treafures of Heaven fhallcome tobe 
opened, and all the good of Heaven let out to them, 
when they fhall be wholly free. from fin,’ when the 
tobes fhall be brought out,and the glorious garments, 
and they thal walk with Chrift in white If they be fo 
glorious when they are on the dunghil, what fhall 


| they be whenthey:arein their Kingdom, when the 


J and-all. the Angels fhall come to folemnize the mar- | 


Bride fhall come trimmed; when there hall bea fuit- 
ableneis to that Bridegroom Jefus Chrift; and God, 
riage’? There fhall be atime here, when wicked men | 
fhall take-hold upon the skirt of a Tew andfay T will go | 
with you,for I have heard God is with you: How much | 
more afterwards will the great onesand mighty ones | 
of the earth be ready tocatch hold upon the Saints, 
and fay, O that we might go with you, though it were 
but to.attend upon you ? Thisis the day of vilitation, 
I Pet, 2.12..in which they fhall glorifie God. 

There are three.days of vifiration; ‘and in all thofe 
days.of vifitation men (hall glorifie God in the behalf 
of Gods people. < 
yý Firft, 
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vifit their fouls, and work any good upon their, 
fouls. , | 

Secondly, the time of affliction, when they are 
upon their fick-beds: though in profperity they | 
contemn you, and fpeak evil of you, yet in the 
day that God fhall vifit them, and lay his hand | 
upon them, then they thall fay, This is the onely 
people that live upon the earth, andfend for fuch | 
aone. » 

Thirdly, they fhall glorifie God in the Day of 
Judgement, when they fhall fee the glory of thefe, 
and they fhall fay, Thefe are chofe we defpifed, and 
called Hypocrites, now we fee they are no Hypo- 
crites: as thofe foolifh Virgins that wanted oyl, 
when the Bridegroom came, then they asked oyl of 
the wife Virgins; it may be before they would 
not acknowledge it was-oyl, it was water with 
them before, but nowitis oyl: fo now they fhall 
fee they were godly, and not hypocrites, and they 
were not notions that they heard of, but realities. 
And thus much of the excellency thata gracious 
heart does fee in thofe that are godly , though 
never fo mean and afflicted outwardly. The fifth 
Point is, 
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A gracious heart will appear for the people of God, 
whatfoever fufferings may follow upon it. 


nı Gracious heart will appear outwardly with 
A Gods people, and be on their fide, whatfoever 
_ & fufferings may follow upon it. Many things 
uifeful.for the opening and.enlarging this point, fall 
into the former, and therefore I fhall be the briefer in 
it. The Point is of great ufe in thefe times, wherein 
God calls for fo much appearing in his caufe, for his 


d 


people; but generally men feek a fafe way to thems, 


{elves asthey think, to keep their Religion within, 
and not to venture themfelves, by appearing what 


| they are; and if any fhall be fo forward, to appear 


Why we 
ineuld 
rwn the 


outwardly what they are inwardly, thefe are deferted, 
St.-Panls, complaint, 2 Tim. 1.15. and chap. 4.16. 
may juftly be the complaint of many of Gods Ser- 
vantsinour.times;, Thon knoweft that all they which 
are in Afia be turned away from me, of whom are Phy- 
cellus, and Hermogenes : At my firft_an{wer no man 
(tood with me, but all men forf{ook me. This is no new 
thing in the world, every age affords many examples 
in this kinde, and ours excels ; but certainly, it is the 
duty of all who would approve themfelres to God, 


to bewilling to appear with, and forthe Saints in’ 


their troubles. 
. Firft, the Saints are dear to God, therefore God 


will certainly take it weil at the hands of fuch as 


Saints in | hall joyn with them in their affiiction, and appear for 


iheir fuf- 


E 


ee i 


them: if any fhould fee your childe in affićtion,and 
danger, and hazard himfelf in joyning with your 


childe, | 
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childe, in his affliction, and danger, you would take it 


well at his hands. 

Secondly, they hold out’the honor of God iri the 
world, in their iufferings, they are Gods witnefles , 
Ifaiah aa. 8. They (tand for God , in appearing there- 
fore for them,and their caufe,ye appear for God him- 
felf: the caute is yours as wellas theirs, if God be 

ours. # 

Thirdly, they need encouragement, efpecially in 
the time of their affuction; the befit have fle and 
blood, andif they be deferted in their caufe, much 
advantage is given to temptation ; Wo to himthat is 
alone : If any fhould tail, if any fhould mifcarry 
through your deferting, or not coming in and joyn- 
ing with them, it will prove a fore and a fearful evil 
againft you. If any of Gods fervants in affliction fhall 
go to God, and make their means to him, and in the 
ns of their fouls tell him, how you have left them, 

ow they are alone info great a caufe, whereas fuch 
and fuch might have afforded much help and encou- 
ragement;. iurely. this will witnefs fearfully againft 
you, and it will go ill with you; Certainly you bring 
much guilt upon your fouls, in deterting the Saints 
in the time of their affiiction : Hence Paul prayed that 
God would not lay tothe charge of thofe in Afia that 
left him in his firft anfwer. 

Fourthly , not appearing, is a betraying the 
truth: Itisafpeech of Zuinglius, in his third E- 
pifle, Wemay as well with Dioclefiaz, worfhip at 
the Altar of Fupiter or Venus, as hide our faith un- 
der Antichrift : He that is not with me, ts againft me, 
fays Chrift. —, 

Fifthly, Chrift appears moft for his people in their 

Q 3 affiictions, 
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Cap.18.| afflictions, when they are at the loweft, Zfaiah 63.9. 


Intheir affliction he was afflicted, the Angel of bis 
prefence was then with them, his love and his pity was 
towards them, he bare them, and carried them: Pf{al. 
69.9. The Zeal of thine houfe hath eaten me up, the 
reproaches of them that reproached thee, are faln up- 
onme. Youknowthe place is fpoken of Chrift, and 
thefe words were {poken when the Church was ina 
very ill cafe, as appears in the Pfalm. 

Sixthly, times of affliction are the efpecial times 
to manifeft our true love to the Saints which are near 
to usin many bonds. It isanill part of a wife or 
friend, toforfake husband or friend when in afi- 
Gion. Fofephus reports of Herodias, wife to Herod 


ithe Tetrarch, who when the Emperor had deprived 


her husband of his Tetrarchy, and banifhed him, an- 
nexing his Tetrarchy to Agrippa his kingdom, under- 
ftanding that Herodias was Agrippa’s fitter, the Em- 
peror gave her her husbands fubftance,fuppofing that 
fhe would not accompany her husband, but fhe añ- 
{wered the Emperor, There is a caufe that hinders me 
from partaking the benefit of your bounty, the affe- 
ction I bear to my husband, whom if I fhould forfake 


in this his mifery, it would very iil befeem me, in that 


I have been a partner with htm in his felicity: the 


Emperor difpleafed with her anfwer, banifhed her 


likewife with her husband : a brother, a friend, a wife, 
is for the time of adverfity. 

Efpecially hence it is recorded of Davids brethren, 
and fathers houfe, 1 Sam. 22.1. When David was 
perfecuted, and came to the Cave of 4dullam, when 
they heard it, they went down thither to him; they 
ventured the difpleafure, the rageof Saw/, the for- 

feiting 
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tel te TE 
feiting all their eftates, to go downto David their Cap.18. 
brother,both his father and mother was there,though | 

very old now, as appears ver. 3. Bafils forwardnefs eel 
in appearing for his friend in danger, mightily affect- °?“ 
ed Chryfoftom: he tells of him,that he hazarded him- 

felf much, to deliver his friend in danger, and being 

blamed by fome for venturing fo much, he gave this 

anfwer, Lave not learned to love otherwife, [know Ego titer 
not how to manifeft my love but thus. ` wee mon 

Seventhly, when Gods people fuffer moft in Gods | = 
caufe, it is then moft honorable to be called forth to 
appear for it, toaflift init. Amongft the Perfians, 
the left hand is accounted the moft honorable. Xene- 
phon reports of Cyrus, that thofe whom he honored 
moft, he placed at his left hand, upon this ground, 
becaufe that hand was weakeft, and moft fubject to 

danger ; the moft honorable of the kingdom were fet 
{to defend, where there was moft weakne(s and moft 
danger: If the people of God be brought low, if 
they be brought under by attli¢tion, if the caufe of 
God in them feem to be in danger, then to come in 
and appear, to, ftand by them, and for them, this is 
honorable. 

Eighthly, this appearing for the Saints, and joyn- g 
ing with them in their affliction, hall be highly re-  ~* 
warded of God. When David was in his athiétion, 
perfecuted by Saul, Abiathar fled to him with the 
Ephod, and abode with him, Although felf-re{pects 
might move him, Saul having flain his- father, and 
fourfcore and four priefts of the Lord, and if he had 
not efcaped, he had gone toit too, yet becauie he 
was with David in his affition, mark how Solomon 
refpects him for it, 1 Kiags 2.26. Thos art worthy 
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Capa. of death, but Iwill not put thee todeath, but go 10 
Anathoth, to thine own fields, becanfe thou bareft thé 
Ark of the Lord God before my father David, and be- 
caufe thou haft been af flrtied in allwherein my father 
was afflicted, : 
Fofephus reports of Agrippa, that being bound 
with chains, and fent to priton by Tiberius, for with- 
ing Casus in the Empire, one Thaumajtus one of 
Caius his Servants carrying a pitcher of water, met 
him, and Agrippa being very thirfty, defired him to 
give him drink, which he willingly did, upon which 
Agrippa faid, This fervice -thou haft done in 
giving me drink, [hall dothee good another day : af- 


terwards when Caius was Emperor, and Agrippa 


SS eee 


toabh. | was made King, he firt begged Thawmaftus his li- 

n: pog of the Emperor and made him a free man then 

ot" he made him his chief Officer over all his attairs,and 

after his deceafe, he took order he fhould conunue 

in the fame office with his ton.. This Agrippa was a 

wicked man, who thus rewarded him that relieved 

him in his athiction: it was the fame Agrippa whom 

the Angel {mote,and was eaten up of worms, becaute 

he gave not giory unto God : How much more then 

will Chrift reward thore, who fhall give him in his 

members, cups of water in their affi:¢tion, yea, who 

fhall fo joyn with them, as to hazard themfelves 

| forihem ¢ furely they thall not go without their re- 

Guif. i when Chrift comes in'his glory, he will owr 
oa, | them. whl 

Bs | But how muft we appear ¢ what doth this point re- 

peen tor | quire of us ¢ l 
oo _Firft, when Gods fervants, and their caufe, are ac- 


hesr fat -! cufed, and condemned, you muft not be filent, you 
rings. | j muft 


~ 


y == 
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muft not letit pafs, as being afraid to be accounted Cap.18- 
one belonging to them. Luther in an Epiftle to Stan- 
pitius, a German Divine, fays, That when. Fefus 
Chrift is condemned and blafphemed, it 1 no time ta 
fearybut tocry out, yea he profefles, that he had ra- 
ther be accounted any thing, then to be accufedof, 
wicked filence in Gods caule ; Let me be reputed boe 
proud, covetous, an adulterer, a màrthèrer, An enemy busy.darus, 
to. the Pope, guilty of all inde of vices, fol be not i, x0- 
found jit F wicked filence, when the Lord Chrift te, 
Yee In Exfebius his Hiftory, 1.5.6.3. we finde & eaniumy 
| a Letter that the Chriftians of Vzenna, and Lyons-in Or noo 
France, fent totheir brethren in Aficand Phrygia, impii filer 
in which they tell of a notable example ofa brave’! on ar- 
Noble man, Vetivs Epagathus aring in the 474” 
p+ > appe 5 dominus 
caute of the Chriftians, not being able to’bear their peritur., 
unjuft dealings againft them when he heard. thofe vile Ae» 


accufations \ aeaintt them, "and condemnations of A 
them, he defired that he might be heard to plead for 
the brethren, but thofe at the Tribunal being utterly 
againft it, becaufe he was a Noble man, the. Prefident 
would not admit of his petition, but onely asked him | 
if he werea Chriftian, he profeffed aloud, that he 
| was, and fo was taken amoneft the number of Mar- 
tyrs, and called the Advocate of Chriftians. 

Secondly, appear for them, by vifiting them in their , 2. 
troubles, thatis a tpecial duty that Chrift looks for, ‘ee 
| and will examine at the great Day, whether it hath sorb, 
been performed, be not iby of this, left you fhould #7 & 
be tulpected to be one of them. ` ‘chryfop on2 in an ae 
Oration upon the praife of two Martyrs, fays of ear Chr. 
Chniftians, that they would not be kept from vilising rE 
the Conteffors in Prifon, although it was forbidden Max.mum 


with Ort. 
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Cap.18. | with many threatnings, terrors, and it was great dan- 
ger to them. 


3. | Thirdly, we muft be ready and willing to entertain 
fuchas fuffer. 
4. Fourthly, we muft ufe all the intereft we have in any 


friends, improve all opportunities for the relief of 
fuch as fuffer. 
Theod.t.4.| Theodoret tells a famous ftory of one Terentius, a 
bif. ech. | Captain in the Emperor Valens his Army, who re- 
"3> “ | turning from Armenia witha great Victory, the Em- 
peror bade him ask what reward he would; he onely 
asked as a recompence of all his Service, that there 
might be granted a Church to the Orthodox in 47- 
tioch, thatthey might freely meet in publique: this 
he knew could not but be exceeding difpleafing to 
Valens the Emperor, becaufe he was an Arrian, and- 
fo it proved, for the Emperor tore his Petition, and 
bade him ask fomething elfe; but Terentius gathered 
up the torn pieces of the Paper, and faid, The I ask 
asareward of my Service, and I will ask nothing elfe. 
How few wil now improve fuch intereft in great ones, 
fuch opportunities for the relieving the perfecuted 
Servants of God ? - 

A Fifthly, we muft improve all our gifts, parts, abi- 
lities for them, in pleading for them: Thus in the 
Primitive times, God ftirred up many of great learn- 
ing, of excellent parts, to plead.for the perfecuted 
Chriftians, who did much fervice this way: as Fz- 
fiin Martyr, in his Apologies ; and Tertullian, and 
one Ariftides an Athenian Phylofopher, a man admi- 
rably learned and eloquent, becaufe the Emperor 
then was much delighted in learning, he made ufe of 
‘his eloquence and learning, for Chrift and his Saints, 

making 
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making eloquent Orations before IPR for | Cap. 18. 


them: and another Quadratus Athenienfi 


s , when JEn l4 


7 . C. å. 
Adrian came to Athens, he prefented a Book to him, |en. 


| pleading for Chriftian Religion, God bleffed the 
endeavors of thefe much, for the mollifying the 
Emperors heart towards the Chriftians. 

Sixthly, we muft be willing to fuffer with them, 
we muft be willing to lay down our lives for the bre- 
thren, much more fuffer with the brethren: we muft 
be willing to have fellowfhip withthem, notonely 
in their priviledges, but in their fufferings, Rev. 1. 
9.1 fohn who alfo am your brother, and companion in 
tribulation, and inthe Kingdom and patience of Fefus 
Chrift: many are willing to be brethrén,and compa- 
nions in the kingdom, but not in tribulation, and in 
the patience of Jefus Chrift, Heb. 10. 33. it was the 
cominendations of thofe Chriftians mentioned there, 
that they were companions of thofe that were ill ufed 
for the caufe of Chrift. 

Wherefore for application, let us know out duty, 
and {hew our felves more ready and forward to joyn 
with, and fhew our felves to the fervants of God in 
their perfecuted eftare , in the times of their profpe- 
rity there is not fo much need we fhould manifeft our 
felves to be for them; thisis the time wherein we are 
called, efpecially to manifeft our love to them, our 
fiding with them; The greater their affliction is, the 


more we muft appear for them : When the people of 


God were ina comfortable eftate in Egypt, as they 
were in Fofephs time, Fofeph did not leave the Court 
to joyn with them, but when they were in an afflicted 
eftate, asin Mofes his time, Mofes left all to joyn 
with them ; here you have a tryal upon what fide yey 
wi 


Magd. 
Cent, 2. 
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| Caps. | will be, now you-have an opportunity to witnefs for 
God. E ; 

Thofe words, Hofea 11. 12. Fudah ruleth with 
God, the old Latine hath it,Te (tis defcendit cum Deo, 
He defcends a witnefs with G od, and fo the words will 
bear,if the pricks be altered,which may be,being ac- 
cording to the opinion of many put in,in latter times; 
Ribera maintains this reading, and hath two good 
notes uponit: 

Firft, Others leave the true worfhip of God, but 
Indah continues, and {o witnefles to his truth. 

Secondly,He defcends,he is content to be ina lower 
condition, though he be fewer, and not fo flourifh- 
ing as Ifraed, yet if he may be Gods witnefs, he is 
content. Thus fhould we be willing to deicend to 
witnefs for the truth, to leave the flourifhing peo- 
ple of the world, and to joyn withthe loweft and 
meaneft. 

Ordinarily men deal with the fuffering fervanrs of 
God, as Dems dealt with St. Paul they forfake him, 
embracing this prefent world; but if you finde any 
inclination of heart that way, conceive asif Chrift 
were now fpeaking to you, Will you alfo forfake me ? 
‘Take heed of flattering your felves, of putting off 
this duty with any vain pleas,or pretences, or excufes, 
God fees what lies at the bottom. We read Iudg.5. 
divers of the Tribes are blamed, for not coming in 
to help to joyn with Barak and Deborah, and in their 
rebuke, their excufes are mentioned, as fome were to 

follow their bufinefs at fea, they could not come : and 
efpecially 4fher, he was to ftand in his own breaches 
todefend himfelf, ver.17. Reuben mutt follow his 
bufinefs, and look to his fheep, he could not come, 

ver, 16" 
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ver, 16. yet thefe are rebuked , but Zebulon and | Cap.18. 
Nepthali are commended for a people that jeoparded 
their lives unto the death, they are honored for this. 
The people of God were now alow condition, in 
great affliction, and no excufe could ferve turn, for 
their not joyning with their brethren; whatfoever 
neceffities, inabilities we may pretend, that keep us 
from appearing in the behalf of, and joyning with 
Gods peoplein their afflicted eftate, it will not bear 
us OUt ine the Lord ; In times of ftorm, all fhould 
come inandhelp. The two Tribes and the half on 
the other fide Iordan, muft not think to abide peace- 
ably in their pofieffions, while their brethren were 
warring for theirs, but they muft joyn with them in 
their battels, until they were in their poffefflions like- | , 
wife. -> ae 

Itisa fore and great evil, not to joyn with Gods 
fervants in their troubles; but how great an evil 
then is it, to adde affliction to their affliction , to 
joyn with their enemies againft them , eipecially 
when they are weak in their fuffering condition ? 
Gods wrath againft Amalek was, becaufe he came 
out againft Ifrael in the wildernefs, and not onely fo, 
but {mote the hindmoft ef them, even allthat were] - 
feeble behinde them, when they were faint and wea- } 
ry, Dest, 25.18. Now you fhall finde thar the wrath 
of God was never fo dreadful againft any, as againft 
the Amalekites : for, 

Firft, obferve what expreffions. of indignation the 
Lord hath againft them. 

Firk, This wickednefs of Amalek, and his deftru- 
dion, muft be wrote fora memorial ina bock, and re- 


| hearfed in che ears of Jofhua. 
Secondly! | 


23 


a 
we 
o 


Moses his Choice. - 


Cap.iS.} Secondly, God will utterly put out the remembrance 


of Amalek from under Heaven. 

Thirdly, The Lord fwears thathe will have war 
with Amalek from generation to generation; all thele 
ExXe. 17.14, 16. 

Fourthly, Gods anger for many years after continw- 
ed azainft Amalek. Numb. 24.20. Hi latter end fhall 
be, that he perih for ever : and Dent. 25.19. Mofes 
gives a charge, thatafter Ifrael was pofleffed of his 
inheritance, that he muft blot out the remembrance 
of Amalek from under Heaven, Thow fhalt not forget 
it. And further, although at the firft, when Amalek 
came againft Ifrael, there was a great flaughter of 


them,yet more then four hundred years after, 1 Sam. 


15.2. God fays, He remembred what Amalek did to 
Ifrael, and gave a charge to Saul to go and {mite 
them, and utterly to deftroy all they had, not to {pare, 
butto flay Man and Woman, Infant, Suckling, Ox, 


‘Sheep, Camel, and Afs, and it is obfervable, where- 


as in all other places that were not of Canaan, though 
they did {mite the male, yet they were to {pare the 
women, the little ones, and the cattel, and all that 
was inthe City, as Déwt. 20.14. butnot fo in Ama- 


| lek, yet Amalek was not of Cavaan, God had a 


more {pecial quarrel againft Azalek then againft any 
of the other Countries: Yea, whereas in Canaan, 
although men and women were deftroyed, asin 44, 
Iofh. 8. Yet thecattel, and the fpoyl of the City they 
took to themfelves, ver. 27. but they might not do fo 
in Amalek, the deftroying the Cattel, and all, 
there was in it, was for the greater horror, to fhew'! 
p an abominable, andan accurfed thing Ama- 
lek was. i | 


Yet 
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Yet further, although in fericho they deftroyed |Cap.13. 


men, women, and cattel, and {oit was more accurfed 
then Aż, for there the cattel were faved , yet in Fe- 
richo the gold, filver, brafs, iron, were confecrated 
unto God, ofh. 7. 19. but fo it muft not be in 4ma- 
lek, for that muft be more accurfed then Jericho. 
And God was fo ftrongly fet upon revenge of this 
people, thar becaufe Saul {pared Agag, and the fat 
of the cattel, thoughin pity, though under pretence 
of Sacrifice, the Lord therefore rejected him, and ac- 
counted his fin «as rebellion and witchcraft, fo ashe 
would not have Samuel {o much as mourn for him, 
1 Sam.16.1. And when Agag was brought before 
Samuel, becaufe he was the King of the Amatekites, 
Samuel, though he were a loving {weet natured man, 
yet he took a fword, and himfelf hewed him in pieces 
before the Lord, being filled with Gods indignation 
againft Amalek, 1 Sam. 15. 33. And Pfalm 83.7. 
Ammon and Amalek is joyned together; God pro- 
nounces of the Ammonite, that to the tenth genc- 
ration mone of them {hould enter into the Congregati- 
on of the Lord for ever, Why? Becaufe they met 
not Gods people inthe way ,with bread and water when 
they came up out of Egypt, Deut. 23.4. but hired 
Balaam to cur fe them. , 

God expects that his people in their afflicted eftate 
fhould be relieved, and not curfed, the curfe of the 
Lord will purfue thofe, who deny help to them in this 
condition, efpecially fuch as feek to adde to their af- 
Aiction. What was the reafon that Shimei muft not 
go to his grave in peace ? It was becaufe of his ray/- 
ing again{t David, when he was in his affliction , The 
Jews gave Chrift gall and vinegar when he was upon 
the 
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_|Cap.18.| the Crofs, this was a great aggravation of their fin: 


take heed that you give not the fervants of God gall 
and vinegar when they are upon, or under the crofs ; 
God expects you fhould bring oyl to their wounds, 
not pour brinein, many think they may fafely tram- 
ple upon fuch as are down;when the hedge is broken, 
when a gap begins to be made, every one treads it 
down lower and lower: but know, when the day of 
the recompences of Siow fhall come, all the wrong 
done to Gods Servants, who were not able to refift 
the malice of men, fhall be recompenced to the full, 
efpecially fuch wrong as was done them in their affii- 
ction; God takes it ill that any fhould once look up- |. 
on his people in the day of their affliction, except it 
be to pity them, and to relieve them. 

I am very fore difpleafed with the Heathen, fays the 
Lord, Zach. 1.15. Wherefore: They helped for- 
ward the affliction, and mark it, it was that affliction 
that was upon Gods people, out of Gods difpleafure 
for their fin : and docs God take that foill, that that 
attliction fhould be helped forward ¢ how ill then 
will he take it, how forely will he be difpleafed, when 
the afigtion that his people fuffer for his name, is 
helped forward ¢ Let ustake heed of any hand in 
fuch an evil as this, but let us know that it is our ho- | 
nor, and will be great advantage to us, to appear for 
to be helpful, and comfortable unto the Servants of 
God in their fufterings, to be Obadiahs, Ebedmelechs, 
to the Prophets of the Lord. Obadiah pleads this 
with the Prophet, 1 Kings 18.13. Was it not told my 
Lord what I did? when he was afraid of danger, 
that thereby he might be delivered: And God bade 
Feremiay, chap. 39. 16,17. Go to Ebedmelech, a 
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tell him, Behold, I will bring evil upon this City, | Cap.r8. 
but I will deliver thee in that day, es fhalt not be 

given into the hand of the men of whom thou art 
afraid. . 

We read likewife, 1 Sam. 15.6. of a merciful 
work of Gods providence towards the pofterity of 
fuch, who had been kinde to his fervants in the times | - 
of theirtrouble, namely the Kemites , when Ama- 
lek was to be deftroyed, Saul fent to the Kenites to 
depart from among the Amalekites, left they be de- 
ftroyed with them : Why 2 For ye fhewed kindenefs 
to all the children of 1 a when they came up out of 
Egypt : Who were thefe Kenites ? How long fince 
was his kindenefs fhewed ¢ What was this kindenefs ¢ 
Forthe-frf, The Kenites were the pofterity of Fe- 
thro, Mofes his Father in Law, this you may fee, 
Fudges 1.16. For the fecond, This kindenefs was 
four hundred and twenty years before this time at the 
leaft, for fo long it was from the Children of Jfraels 
being then inthe wildernefS, and this time of Sauls 
reign. Forthe third, It is thought of fome to be 
the kinde vifit of Jethro, vifiting his fon inlaw, 
and Ifraelin the wildernefs, and befides, directing 
him in a way of government of the people, that 
he might not wear away himfelf, which was a great 
bleffing to J/rael at that time. And further, where- 
as Mofes defired him to go with him to direct 
him in the way of the waldernefs, where they 
fhould go; itis like he did it in part, but though he 
didnot ftay with him, but returned to his Coun- 
try, yet it is probable that fome of his children ftaid, 
and went along with J/rae/, and were helpful to them 
intheir way: for Judges 1.16. The children of the 

R Kenite, 


Cap.18.! Kenite, are faid to go up out of the city of palm- 


| joycing in the perfecuted, defpifed, afflicted Saints 


{fulfil this truth now opened before you, applyed 
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trees with the children of Ivdah, now this is by Fe- 
richo, the firft City the Ifraelites took in Canaan, as 
appears Deut. 34.3. therefore its like that they, ac- 
companied Ifrael along in the wildernefs, and fo 
fhewed kindenefs unto them, which the Lord here re- 
members. Ye who are willing to fhew kindenefs to 
Gods people in their afi&tion, know there is mercy 
laid up in {tore for you,and your pofterity: that childe 
not yet born may many years hence have the bleffing 
of this your love. J 

Let no vain objections therefore, no carnal reafon- 
ings hinder youin this great and honorable fervice 
of Chrift, for appearing for, for defending of, re- 


of God, be not afhamed of them, look not fhy up- 
an them,deal not ruggedly with them,let your hearts 
and houfes be open to them, let their {pirits be com- 
forted, their bowels be refrethed, their names vindi- 
cated, their caufe maintained, their perfons honored, 
their forrows eafed, their burthens lightened by what 
you have, or can do,. by your felves or others: If 
there be any confolation in Chrift, if any comfort of 
love, if any fellowfhip of the Spirit, if any bowels 
and mercies, if any hope, any defire that Jefus Chirft 
fhould know your fouls in the day of your adverfity, 


unto you, this duty urged upon you. It may be fome 
of you have been c4fofes’s , fuch as have been 
drawn out of the water, out of great affictions, be 
you now Mofes’s to others, feck to draw them out if 
it may be, howfoever to relieve and help them, while 
they are in the waters; and the blefling not of Mofes, 

but 
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but of Jefus Chrift, the mighty Savior, the great Cap.19. 
ftander up for, and comforter of his people, in times. 


of ftraights, be upon you. 
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C ike. ORNs 
Enjoyment of communion with Gods people, is worth 
the enduring much affliction. 


E are now come to the fixth do@rinal 
V Point that we have here in this part of 
Mofes choice , That the enioyment of 


communion with Gods people, is worth the enduring 
of agreat deal of affliction. Mofes choofes to fuffer 
affliction with the people of God; hefaw they were 
Gods people, and that it was a good thing to be with 
them,and therefore rather then he would not be with 
them, he was content to lofe all the honors of Pha- 
raohs Court,and put himfelf under the foreft affliction 
that he could meet withal,nothing fhould hinder him 
from joyning with them. 1 
~ In the worft times of the Church, wherein the 
hardeft things were to be fuffered in joyning with 
Gods people, yet even then would thofe who had gra- 
cious hearts chgofe to be with them upon the hardeft 
terms, rather then to be from them with all outward 
cafe, and carnal delight. It was a very ill time when 
there was a feparation between the tez Tribes,and the 
reft, when the ten Tribes left the Temple, left the Or- 
dinances of God, and followed after Feroboam ; this 
was avery hard time, and the rather becaufe Ferobe- 
am fet watchers, to obferve who would go from him 
unto: Faedah to: joyn with Gods- people there, for 
Raz l there 
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Cap.19. | there remained the true Church. And this is the 
meaning of that place,Hof.5 .1.Hear ye this O Priefts, 
and hearken ye houfe of Ifrael, and give ye ear O houfe 
of the king, for judgement 1s towards you, becaufe you 
have been a [nare on Miz pah anda net {pread upon Ta- 
bor: Now thefe two places, were places that were be- 
tween Samaria, the ten Tribes, andgferufalem, who- 
{oever fhould go from them to Jer#/alem,to joyn with 
Geds people there inthe true worthip of God, thofe 
that were fet at MiZ pab and Tabor, would {py them, 
and {o they were ready to be taken: This was the hard 
condition of Gods people then,and they did mightily 
{corn at thofe that would go to Ferufalem to wor- 
fhip, and to joyn with them in that way of worfhip. 

And therefore AmaZiash {aid tó Amos, (Chap. 7. 
ver. 12.) 0 thon Seer, go, flee thee away into the land 
of Fudah,and there eat bread, and prophefie there : as 
if Amaz iah fhould fay, Fudah is a fitter place for you 
then this, you are fo precé(e, and ffricf, you had need 
be gone to Fudah, we are Idolaters here, and no true ' 
Church but in fudsh, fuch as youare, had better be | 
gone to Fudah : And {oitis ufual for thofe that are 
carnal and prophane, to fcorn at thofe that are godly.’ 
Yet though things were fo hard in thefe times, that 
there were watches and {pies fet to watch over them, | 
and they did contemn thofe that did look towards | 
Fudah, yer thofe that were godly would not be dif- 
couraged, but would go, and joyn with Gods peo- 
ple notwithftanding all this: and therefore you | 
have it in 2 Chron. 11. 16. what was the way of | 
Gods fervants in that time, when it was fuch a dif- 
ficult thing to joyn with Gods people: 4H fuch as 
fet their hearts to feek the Lord God of Ifrael » there 

were 
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- ae ee ee 
were a company of them that would ftay in Samaria, | Cap.19. 
that might have good wifhes, that times were better, 
and things were better, but would not fuffer any 
thing, to go and joyn with Gods people, where they 
might have the Ordinances ina pure maner; but all 
{fuch as fet their hearts to feek the Lord, and re- 
folved whatfoever came of it, they would have God 
in the purity of his Ordinances, they went upto Fe- 
rufalem: And > ) ! 
So it was in the Primitive times they were very hard 
times for Gods people, and the people of God, and 
Chriftians were difcovered by acin meetings toge- 
ther; if {obeall of them would have feparated one 
from another, and kept their Religion to themfelves, 
they might not have been difcovered, but though it 
were with hazard of their lives, they would joyn to- 
gether, and meet together; and therefore when any 
was converted, it is faid, they were added to the’ 
Church. And S; Paul, Heb. 10.25. lays a charge 
upon them, though it were at fuch a time as they ha- 
zarded their lives, Not to forfake the affembly of the 
Saints, as the maner of fomews. And Mr. Calvin ina 
Sermon upon that Text,Seck ye my face, interpieting 
itthus,The face of God is Gods Ordinances, as a man is 
known by his face, fo God maketh himfelf known in 
his Ordinances , and fo he urges that place, Seek my 
face, that all Chriftians in confcience are bound to go 
where Gods Ordinances may be enjoyed, if poffibly 
they can : And he fays further, It is better they fhould 
{crape the ground with their nails, then to be any 
where elfe, where they fhould not joynwith Gods 
people in the ways of his Ordinances. Certain- 
ly, it isa great bleffing $ be with them, though up- 
3 on 
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on never fuch hard terms in regard of afflictions. 
That is obfervable that-we read of Facob bleffing 
his fons, Gen. 49.28. itisfaid; He bleffed every one 
of them, How was that? for you fhal! finde he ra- 
ther feemed to curfe three of them; Reuben, Simeon, 
and Levi, he {peaks onely of evil to them, but 
becaufe they were not rejected, from being amongft 
‘Gods people, although they were to be under 
Tiga fore afflictions, yet they are faid to: be 
Bleed. p eam 
Well, but why fhould we fuffer much affiétion for 
the joyning with Gods people What is there in 
them,or amongft them,that makes joyning withthem 
colbedo-defiveable': oct pps: =e Sel amet 
Firft, that point we handled before, might. be 
enough to fhew the reafon of this : they are the excel- 
lent of the earth, Ifaiah 43. 4- Idò not now {péak 
‘of them particularly, though every Saint is honora- 
‘ble, but efpecially they are honorable in a- way of 
Church communion : Now we know it is acredit,and 
priviledge to have fociety with thofe that are honora- 
ble ; Gods people are fo; they are the glory ofthe 
world: as tor others; God {peaks of them’ as dirt 
}and drofs, Pfal 119. 118, 119. but now Gods peo- 
ple are called the glory of God himfelf, Tfaiah 4. 5. 
now itis good being with fuch as thofe are. Peter, 
when he {aw but two of Gods fervants together with 
Chrift, Mofes and Elias, fays, It is good being here, 
let us make three Tabernacles, one for thee, one for 
Mofes and one for Elias ; he never thought of him- 
felf, itis good being here, though he fhouldlye in 
the field; and in the rain: and fo fays a gracious heart, 
It is good being here with Gods pgople, for they 
are 
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are precious, whatfoever hardthip we fuffer amongft 
them. 

Secondly, there is no fuch comfortable commu- 
nion inthe world, as with Gods people. It is com- 
fortable, 

Firft, inthe very beholding of the fhining of the 
graces of Gods Spirit in them, fays Heathen Sene- 
ca, The very look of a good man delights me : What 
is the glory of God himfelf, butto fee his own glo- 
ry fhining in the world, in the works of creation, and 
providence? If God delights fo much to fee the re- 
{plendency of that glory that fhines in his works, fure- 
ly it muftbea great delight to thofe that have any 
work of grace, to fee grace fhining in others. 

Befides, there is ablefied fragrancy of graces in 
Gods people : as the eye is fatisfied in beholding the 
beauty of them, fo the heart is fatisfied in the fiveet- 
nefsofthem; Cant. 6.2. Ay beloved is gone down 
into his garden, to the beds of pices; the Catho- 
like Church is asthe garden, and every particular 
Church, if it be as it fhould be, is as a bed of fpices, 
that gives forth a very fragrant {mell. It is reported 
of Alexander, his body was of {fuch an exaét con- 
ftitution,that it gave a {weet {cent where it went : and 
fo a Church is gf fo good a conftitution, that it gives 
forth a wonderful {weet fragrant {mell to thofe that 
have their right fenfes. 

Again, no fach comfort as in communion with Gods 
people, in regard of the nearnefs of their union one 
with another, their hearts joyn, and are one if they 
be truly fpiritual : other focieties are but as the iron 
and the clay in the toes of NebuchadnezZars Image, 
they may cleave together, but they will not incorpo- 
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the more it does unite with that which is fpiritual ; 
fpiritual things are more unitive then {uch things as 
are bodily, as if you have a heap of ftones, they do 
not joyn fo clofe together, but now a thoufand beams 
of the Sun will unite together in one point, becaufe 
| they are fpiritual things in comparifon: and this is 
the reafon why there is fuch a full union between 
God,and a fpiritual heart, becaufe God is fo fpiritual, 
and the more fpiritual the heart is, the more union , 
and fo Chriftians having grace, and grace being {pi- 
ritual, the more grace, the more fpiritual, and the 
more fpiritual, the more union: and the reafon why 
in Church-fellowfhip there is fo little union, is be- 
caufe they are fo carnal , and therefore the Apoftle 
fays, the contentions that were in the Church of Co- 
rinth, were becaule they were carnal. If you were 
more fpiritual, there would not be fuch divifion be- 
tween you. 

As it is in wicked communion, thofe who are 
more fpiritually wicked, (for there is a kinde of 
{piritual wickednefs ) they. do more unite toge- 
ther, thofe that are more flefhly wicked, do not 
fo clofely unite, as your drunkards, and prophane 
fellows, though they call good fellows, yet upon 
every crofs word, they are ready to fallout: but 
others that are wicked in a malicious way againft 
the godly, and wicked ina way of policy, to work 
to undermine the way of godlinefs, fuch as thofe 
joyn together a great deal more ftrongly, then 
thofe that joyn together in an outward flefhly 
way; Now becaufe Gods. people are fpiritual in 
a gracious. way, therefore they have {fuch near 

union 
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union, and union caufes abundance of comfort. We | Capr9. 


read Exodus 26. of two forts of Curtains for 
the Tabernacle, the one, verfe 1. of fine twined 
linen, blew, purple and fcarlet, and the tatches 
were of gold to couple them ; the other were of goats 
hair, ver. 7. and the tatches to couple them were of 
bra{s, ver. rr. Which may fet forth the feveral forts 
of people in the Church ; fome are of a finer make 
then others,more {piritual,and the bonds of their uni- 
onare golden, others are more courfe, and the bonds 
of their union are not fo glorious ; but this is a truth 
for ever, the more {piritual, the more union, the more 
pure the fouls of men are, and of the more excel- 
lent temper, the more clofe, {weet excellent in their 
union. 

Again, no fuch comfort as with Gods people, be- 
caufe of the fuitablenefs of that difpofition that is in 
their {pirits, one with another, having but one fpirit, 
and but one divine nature, led by the fame principles, 
and rules, and have the fame ends, and affections, 
hopes, and defires, and joys : and where there is fuch 
a fultablene{s, furely there muft needs be a great deal 
of comfort, forall comforts come from a fuitable- 
nefs between the heart and the objeé ; if the thing be 
never fo good, #f there be not a fuitablenefs between 
the heart and it,there is no comfort , but no fuch {uit- 
ablenefs as between Gods people; and therefore no 


fuch comfort. 


Fifthly, no fuch joy asis to be had in communion 


with them, becaufe of their entirenefs of love, entire- 


nefs of love isa lovely fight. Dionifins fecing two 
entire friends together, wifhed himfelf the third. 
Gant.6.9. My Dove ts but one, and it follows, the 
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Cap.19.! daughters faw her, and blefed her, an onenefs of heart 


is ableffed thing, no fuch entirenefs, fuch onenefs 
any where as among ft the Saints : their love is fpiritu- 
al, and not upon bafe grounds, as the love of others 
is, there is notthat bafe aiming ac felf as in others: 
a carnal heart-cannot love another, but in fome bak 
refpect to himfelf, but now itis not {elf thatis the 
the ground of the love between thofe that are truly 
gracious and godly, but God that is between them, 
and with them, the ground of their love is more fpi- 
ritual, and therefore it is a kinde of divine love, and 
not fo droffie as others. 

Sixthly, no communion fo comfortable in regard 
of their faithfulnefs, they dare truft one another. 
They call themfelves brethren, and they will dye for 
another, fays Tertullian : the men of the world ery 
out, Of all men I would not truft thofe that are fo pre- 
cife : Indeed, if you do take all refufe that make 
profeffion, you may fay fo, but a gracious heart can 


favor who ts godly, and will not truft every one that }- 


talks of Religion, butfuchas are truly godly, they 
dare truft them, and venture their lives with them : 
no communion in which we can eafe our felves of our 
burthens,- as where there are 2 company of true gra- 
cious humble Saints in communion: one with ano- 
ther. Sothat put thefe together, and you fee the 
fecond reafon why itis worth the enduring fo much 
affiGion to have communion with the people of 
God. - 
Thirdly, itis worththe enduring a great deal of 
affliction, to have communion with them; becaufe 
itis in their communion, inwhichthe folemn wor- 
fhip of God is fetup; now itis worth the enduring 
o 
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of agreatdeal, to be where that is. In fudah ts Cap.19. 
God known, and his name ts great in Ifrael: he hath 
honor by others, but his. name is great in Ifrael, in 
his Church; What a comfortable thing is it, and 
bleffed, and worththe enduring of much, to have 
multitudes of Gods people joyn with one heart, in 
fetting out the praifes of God, fitting at his Table, 
fitting before him, lifting up the name of the great 
God, making his praife glorious : When the’ Saints 
are gathered together for this end,in this work,Chrift 
is there prefent with them, praifing God, he joyns 
with them in this work, Heb.2.12. Tathe midh of 
the Ghurch will I praife thee:, this is fpoken of Chritt, 
it is quoted out of Pfal. 2.22. which is prophetical 
of Chrift: who would not be in fuch acts of worfhip, 
to joyn- with fuch as Chrift joyns with ¢ If God be 
our Gods and dear to:our fouls ‘lis worfhip is dear 
tous; andif there’ be any people in the world aniong 
whom God is truly worthipped; it isa great affliction 

norto be withthem. = ° > rey 
Tr isthe obfervation of one Interpreter upon that. 
place in Ifa. 6. where the Cherubims cryed), Holy. 
holy, holy, Lord God of hofs, the earth ws fullof thy 
glory :.the-Prophet-cryes out, Io wate me, I am un- 
done, becaufe Iam aman. of unclean lips, unfit tojoyn 
with thofe that are praifing of, God :'.howfoever tlie) 
meaning of that place be,” yet thus we may make ufe 
of it, to be a great affliction, and caufe there is to cry 
out, Wo to our felves, when we hear of Gods people 
crying out, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hofts., if we 
be not amongft them, though it ‘be in the wilder-. 
nefs;-yerif Gods: worthip be fet up, the. people of: 
God have a‘feaft: When the Jfraelites were to go 
from: 


252 |] Moses his Choice. dl 


Cap.19. | from Egypt, into the wildernefs, Mofes fays, they 
muft go thither to keep a feaft unto the Lord ; What 
was that feaft inthe wildernefs, but the fetting up the 
worfhip of Gode ire oe? ae 

4. Fourthly, no communion,no fociety in which there 

4 is fo much profit and benefit, as to be. amongft thefe. 

As Abigail faid to David, The Lord pall binde np 
the foul of my Lord in the bundle of life :.tobea- 
mongft Gods people, is to be bound úp in the bundle 
of life; much good we enjoy in them, and the more 
communion we have, the more intereft we have in 
all cheir gifts, and graces, and prayers: and there- 
fore we read of Daniel; when he had a great work.to 
do, how he makes ufe of that’ intereft -heshad; in 
the prayers of the godly, Damiel2.17,18. Itisa 
great bleffing to have an intereft in the prayers of 
the Saints, and fo. in all their gifts, 1.Cor. 3. 223 23. 
| Whether Panl , or Apollos , or Cephas, &c. all are 
yours, and you are Chrifts : asif he fhould fay, there 
need no fuch envying one at another, to fay, J am of 
Paul, and another of Apollos, and another ;of Ce- 
phas, forallare yours, all. the gifts, and graces, of 
all thewworthies of the Lord, are all yoars, they are 
all for your good, and you have intereft.in. them 
all: in communion with the Saints, there is watch- 
ing over one another, and quickning one another, 
and admonifhings, and wholefome. counfel$ , and 
ftirring up the graces of God that are in one ano- 
ther: Have you not felt your felves, when you have 
|e€ome away froma fpiritual communion, to.come 
away with -heatts raed, and fpirits inflamed for 
‘God; and ‘fo ftrengthened., that your refolutions 
have been up, to.do or fuffer any thing for the 
Lord , 
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Lord; asin Atal. 3. 16. Thofethat feared the Lord, Cap.19. 


fpake often to one another, quickned the hearts of one 
another, and foin As 18.5. Andwhen Silus, and 
Timotheus , was come from Macedonia, Paul was pref- 
fed in fpirit, and teftified to the Iews, that lefus was 
Chrift: Certainly in their converfe together, S. Panl 
found his fpirit wrought upon, and retrefhed, fo that 
the Text fays, when Timotheus was come, Paul was 


prefed in firit. | 
Fifthly,it is good being with Gods fervants,though 
it be in fuffering affliction, becaufe God takes fo much 
«delight in them , if God takes delight in being with 
them, certainly there is great caufe we fhould take 
delight in them: there are admirable expreffions of 
Gods taking delight in them; Zeph. 3.17. The Lord 
thy Godin the midft of thee ismighty, he will fave 
thee, he will rejoyce over thee with joy, he will reft 
in his love, he will joy over thee with finging : One 
word is heaped upon another, to fet out the abun- 
dance of delight that God takes in his people : Hence 
the Church hath chat name given her, Hephzibah, 
becaufe God delighteth in her, Ifaiah 62. 4. And in 
ent. 33.3. itis aid, He yc al there isa 
general love: All his Saints are in his hand, and they 
fate down at his feet, that is more particular: and in 
Cant.4.9. Thou haft ravifhed my heart, my fifter, my 
Spoufe, Xc. One would think by the reading of the 
words, they were rather the fpeech of the Spoufe to 
-Chrift ; bur it is the fpeech of Chrift to his Spoufe : 
And fo again in Cantic. 5.2. Open to me, my fifter, 
my love, my doue, my undefiled: thefe are the ex- 
preflions of the delight that God hath in his people ; 
The Lordloves the gates of Zion, more then all the 
—- dwelling 
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Cap.39. ling places of Facob, that is, God delights in the pub- 
like communion of his people, more then in all their 
private dwellings: It we be of Gods minde, and 
have’Gods Spirit, our hearts muft bewvhere God 
is, Gods bowels yern towards them, I am afflicted 
with theein all thy afflictions, and how fhal! I give 
thee np ? i 
There is a notable exprefhon in Hofea 9. ro. where 
God fets out muchof his delight in his Church, Z 
found Ifrael like grapes in the wildernefs , as a travel- 
ler, wearied, parched in the wildernefs, if he findes 
bunches of grapes, O how fweet and refrefhing are 
they to him ! fo,fays God, was Ifrael to me : and fur- 
ther, I faw your fathers, as the firft ripe in the fig-tree 
at her firft time: Fruit when it comes at the firftand 
is dainty, how is it prized? fome will give an incre- 
dible price for fome kinde of timely fruit, when it is 
rare at the firft ; Thus God fets out his delight, never 
Longer did delight more in fome timely rare fruit, 
then God does in his Saints. God takes delight (you 
fee) in his people, above all others, and therefore it is 
good to be with thèm. 
6. | Sixthly, Confider the glorious titles that in Scri- 
pture are put upon the Saints inaway of Church 
communion : as, l 
| 1. They are Gods portion, Deut. 32.9. The Lords 
of, the | portion is his people. — aii, ; 
Saints. 2. His pleafant portion, Fer. rizero. They have 
made my pleafant portion adefolate wilderne/s. 

3 His éaheritance , Ifaiah 19.25. other people 
arethe work of .Gods. hands, but Ifrael is his inhe- 
‘vifance: Wim ere ~) ala 
4. The dearly beloved of his foul, Fer..12.7. He 


ee gave 


~ 


¢ 


Moses his Choice. 


ss 


gave the dearly beloved of his fouliato the bands of | Cap.19 
their enemies. 
5. Hus treafure, his peculiar treafure, Exod. 19. 5. 
Ye hall be a peculiar treafure tome above all people, 
for all the earth w mine: that is called peculium, |-Abulenjis 
which the fon and heir of the houfe hath of his own, |" ae 
befides the right of his fathers inheritance, which he | 7” 
may difpofe of as he thinks good: fo rhough the earth 
be the Lord Chrifts by inheritance; by right of crea- 
tion, yet he hath a fpecial intereft in his Church, a¢ 
bove all other. God hath treafure in the works of na- 
ture, and itis called his good treafure, Deut. 28.12. 
The Lord hall open to thee his good treafure , but this 
is his peculiar treafure. 
6. His glory, Ifaiah 46,13. Twill place falvation 
in Zion, for Ifrael iy glory. cs 
7. The honfe of Gods glory, Ifa. 60. 7. 
8. A crown of. glory, Ua. 62. 3. a 
9. The throne of God, Exod. 17. 16: The words 
may be read thus, becaufe the hand upon the throne of 
the Lord, and fo by many they are tranflated, and 
then the fenfe is, becaute Amualeks hand was upon the 
Church, the throne, therefore God threatens war a- 
gainft them : yea, | 
10. The Throne of glory, Jer. 4.21. 
11. The Ornament of God, Ezek. 7. 20. 
12. The beauty of his ornament, Ezek. 7.20. 
13. The beauty of his ornament fet in majefty, 
Ezek. 7.20. 
14. A royal Diadem, Ifaiah 62.3. Many other fuch 
expreffions you may meet with in Scripture, but put 
thefe together, and you fee it is defireable to be with 
the Saints in their communion. 
Seventh 
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mongft them, and tobe there, where God is in his |, 
efpecial prefence, itis worth the enduring of a great 
deal of atfli€tion: God is there in a {pecial maner, as 
in thelaft words of the prophefie of EXekiel, the 
Church is called by that name, Iehova Shammah,the 
Lord is there. And the Lord filled his Tabernacle 
with his prefence : the Tabernacle was a type of the 
Church, and did typifie his efpecial prefence with his 
people in Church-communion, _ 

And as God is there prefent, fo obferve the expref- 
fions of his efpeciai prefence; he is faid to dwell there, 
Pfal. 76.2. In Salem is his Tabernacle, and his dwel- 
ling place in Zion: Now it is good keeping houfe 
with God. Youare his houfe, faith the Apoftle ; the 
Church of Godis his houfe, and it is good to be in 
Gods houfe. But thongh itbe his dwelling, Is ita 
dwelling that is lovely to him? Yes, for itis that 
his foul defires to be in; asif fo be God counted 
it a kinde of honor ‘as we may {peak with holy reve- 
rence ) to have fuch a habitation, Pfal. 132. 14. 
Here will I dwell for I have defiredit : as if he fhould 


| fay, If I might have but a dwelling among my people, 


Idefire no better habitation in the world. Now you 
that are fain to be put into mean holes for your dwel- 
lings, if you may be with Gods people, do not think 
it much, for God dwells there, and defires no better 
habitation : Itis ftrange that God that hath Heaven 
to be his habitation, fhould defire to dwell with his 
people, yet fays he, I defire to dwell there, and I will 

dwell there. 
If a man make a houfe to do fome mean bufinefs 
in, he does not take much delight there, but in that 
F houfe 


- {ple appear more then with other people ? 
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houfe where the Kings Majefty is manifefted, that is 
the greateft place inthe Kingdom: now in Pfal. 26. 
8.itis, Lord, I have loved the habitation of thy hosfe, 
where thy honor dwelleth : as if this werethe chief 
houfe that God had, that God delighteth in this a- 
bove all other dwellings ; his honor dwells here. But 
will God ftay here? Yea, it is the place that he will 
dwell in for ever, Pfal. 132.13, 14. Surely our hearts 
may reft where God refts,and we {hould not be weary 
where God is not weary. And he does not onely 
dwell here, but he hath his delightful walks here : the 
walks of God are amongft his people, 2 Cor. 6.16. 
If aman havea honfe that he rejoyces in, he will 
have his garden as near his houfe as he can, that he 
may have fome,walks to delight in: and fo the 
Church of God is fuch ahoufe, as hath not onely 
_{room for God toreftin, and fet his honor in, but he 
walks there, and walks ż# them, faith the Apoftle. 
Thus the Lord is pleafed to condefcend to our weak- 
nefs,to exprefs his efpecial prefence with his Church, 
and therefore it is good to be with them,thefe are the 
expreffions of it. . 

But wherein does the prefence of God with his peo- 


uefi. 
In thefe two things efpecially. Anf. 
Firft, becaufe there God makes himfelf known, re-| 1r. 
veals himfelf there, and makes his beauty to appear. | 
Pfal. 27.4. One thing have I defired of the Lord, |Whercin 
that I will [eek after, that I may dwell inthe honfe of ae 
the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty \Gou with 
of the Lord,and to enquire in his Temple: Iris the glo- |P» people, 
ty-of Heaven to fee God in his beauty, and this is one 


*ppears 
of the greateft promifes of God to his Church, that 
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Cap. 19. | they fhall fee the King in his majefty : We may fee 
: fome glimmering light of God in the Heavens ; San, 
Moon, and Stars, but in the Church, there God 
fhews his beauty, there we may fee the face of God; 
and this is that which cofes did defire ; Lord fhew 
me thy glory: Itis much granted to us in the Church, 
in enjoying his Ordinances, and there is no way to| 
fee Gods face ío clearly,as this way : Every childe of 
God that isin the Temple, fhall {peak of Gods glo- 
ry, for they fee God in his glory in a {pecial maner. 
a. | Secondly, the efpecial prefence of God with his 
people, is efpecially manifefted, in that he commu- 
nicates to his people; as namely, 

I. Firft,the choice mercies of God are communicated 
to his people: If you would have any fhare in Gods 
choice mercies, his peculiar mercies, come amongft 
Gods people, joyn with them : as that place is obfer- 
vable in-Pfal. 134.3. The Lord that made Heaven 
and earth, blefs thee out of Sion : He docs not fay,the 
Lord that made Heaven and Earth, blefs thee out of 
Heaven and Earth; butthe Lord that made Heaven 
and Earth,blefs thee out of Sion - as if he fhould fay, 
The bleffings that come out of Sion, are the choice} 

| bleffings , and the pectiliar mercies of God, even 
above any that come out of Heaven’and Earth. 

2. Secondly, God communicates his mercies more 
fully then any where elfe: Ifa. 25.6. And in this 
monntain, that is, inthe Church, T mwil! make a feaft 
of fat things,a feaft of wines on the lees, of fat things 
full of marrow ec. and Pfal.36.8.They fhall be abun- 
dantly fatisfied with the fatnefs of thy honfe, and thou 

| fhalt make them drink of theriver of thy pleafures : 
Ina private way there may be fome drops’ of po 
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from God, but there is not that ful! communication 'Cap.t9. 


from God, as with his people in his Ordinances : there 
is in the world, in the creature drops, in private com- 
munion there are ponds, but in a pulique Church- 
communion, there are rivers of pleafure, and that is 
the height of all. : 

Thirdly, God communicates his mercies more 
powerfully inthe Church then any where elfe: Pfäl. 
133.3. Fortherethe Lord commanded the bleffing, 
even life for evermore, God did not onely {peak,and 
faid there fhould bea bleffing, but {pake ina com- 
manding way, There : Where is that ¢ There iz the 
Church, amongtt his people, there God commanded 
the blefling, even lite for evermore. 

Laftly , God blefleth more u#iverfally with all 
kinde of bleffing, and therefore he is more prefent 
there: and in that refpect the Pfalmift fays, Pfalm 
87.7. All my fprings ave inthee. This whole Pfalm 
is to fetout the excellent condition of the Church, 
and he concludes the P/alm with this, All my (brings 
are inthee: Now thisexpreflion is very emphati- 
cal, Spring is taken two or three ways in Scripture : 
The Law of God, the Doétrine of Gods Law is 
compared to a fpring, and heavenly knowledge is 
compared toa pring, and thenit is thus, All my 
fprings: Allthe truths Ihave, allthe knowledge I 
come to be made partaker of, are aliin the Church. 
Again, All my fprings, all the comforts of my 
heart, and that good and joy my {pirit receives, 
and all the graces of the Spirit that I have, and_all 
the quickning and ftrengthning I have, is commu- 
nicated to me this way. And upon this ground, the 
Church is called the very perfection of all beauty, 

5.2 Pfalm 
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Cap.19.| Pfal.50. 2. Out of Zion the perfection of all beanty, 
God hath fhined: Out of Zion, there is his glory 
wonderfully apparent; The word that is tranflated, 
the perfeétion of beauty, is tranflated by fome, the 

Univerfits-| yniverfaliry of beauty; all kinde of beauty, all kinde 

Fedecoriss | OF excellency: as it the Pfalmift fhould fay, Put 
allexcellencies together that poffibly you can- ima- 
gine, to make a thing comely and lovely, they are all 
in the Church. Thus youfeeitis good being with 
Gods people, when as God is thus prefent with them, 
ina f{pecial maner. : : 

8. Eighthly, it is good being with Gods people, be- 
caufe there is Gods {pecial protection ; others are but 
as the wildernefs, the Church ts as a garden enclofed, 
Cant. 4.12. Aman regards his garden that he hath 
enclofed and beftowed coft about, more then a wilde 
field ; the fields have hedges to keep out the beatfts, 
but gardens have brick wals, or wood walls. Ifa. 27. 
3. Ithe Lord do keep it,I will water it every moment, 
left any hurt it, I will keep it night and day: How 
full is this? his care over it is fuch, as he threatens 
thofe which fhall but touchit, Fer. 12.14. to pluck 
them out of their land. Zach. 2.5. God promifeth 
he will be a wall of fire round about his people, alluding 
tothe cuftom of travellers in the wildernefs, who 
ufed to make fires round about them inthe night for 
their fafety, becaufe then none of the wilde beafts 
durft come near them ; fuch a defence is God to his 
people. 

There is nothing in the Book of God, wherein God 
is fo full in his expreffion, as when he comes to this 
argument, to manifeft his affe&tion to his Church. 
Chrift is the Shepherd, and when fheep are Ce l 

i they 
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they are under the protection of the Shepherd, when | Cap.1g. 
the fheep are fcattered, the Shepherds cye is not 
fooverthem; And therefore in Hofea 4. 16.` God 
threatens his people, he would feed them -as 4 Lamb 
in a large place, as a Lamb getting from the fold, 
goes up and down bleating, fo when Gods people 
are fcattered, they are as a Lamb ina large place: 
and when God would threaten the foreft judgement 
againtt his people, EXeksel 34. he fays, He will frat- 
ter them, and they fhall become to be meat to the 
beafts of the field. And hence itis, that the condi- 
tion of the Church is fo ftable a condition: and there- 
fore in Ifaiah 60. 15. the Church is called az eter- 
nal excellency, becaufe it is under the Lords proteéti- 
on, and is it not good being there, to be under the 

wing of God ¢ 
“Ninthly, to be amongft Gods people is a bleffed 
thing, becaufe they have fo many priviledges from 
God : every one defires to joyn with {uch focieties 
as have great priviledges; now Gods people have 
fuchas are very great, Pfal.37. 3. Glorious things 
are [poken of thee, O City ef God! What glorious 
things ? They have glorious priviledges ; What are 
they? To them are committed the Oracles of God, 
as the Apoftle reafons for the Church of the Jews;So 
ro every Church of God, is committed the Oracles 
and the Ordinances of God, and thofe Offices for 
the difpenfation of the myfteries of God ; which were 
the great gift, that Chrift triumphingly afcending 
to Heaven gave, and furely that gift muft needs be 
great. The benefit but of one Ordinance, the Minifte- 
ry of the Word, difpenfed rightly, is made an argu- 
ment by God himfelf, for the comfort of his people, 
i Sa in 
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-| inall their adverfities, Ifazah 30. 20, 21. And though 
the Lord give you the bread of adverfity, and the wa- 
ter of affliction, yet fhall not thy Teachers be removed 
any more into a corner, but thine eyes fhall fee thy 
Teachers. The word in the Miniftery of it, in the 
the right way, is a great blefling: When Chryfoftom 
was banifhed, many godly people were fo grieved, 
that they profeffed it were more {ufferable for the Sua 
to withdraw his beams, and fo be darkned, then for 
;4] the mouth of Chryfoflomto be topped. If this one | , 
auis) Ordinance be fo blefled, what a bleffing then is the’ 

` „| enjoyment of all, and that in a right way ? 

Every Church-fellowfhip is as the pillar, to hold 
forth the truth to the world, as alight fet upon a hill, 
to hold forth the glory of God. And they havea- 
mongft them the broad feal of Heaven, To Gods 
people that are together ina Church-fellowfhip, the 
feals ave committed ; now this is a mighty priviledge. 
And befides , they have the power of Chrift with 
them, 1 Cor. 5.4. the power of Chrift is committed 
tothem. And amongft other priviledges, this is one 
of great worth, that all the promifes of God made 
to his Church in former ages, is the heritage of every 
prefent Church, -Ifaiah 54::17. Thefe are great and 
high priviledges, and worth the enduring of a great 
deal of hardfhip, to be made partakers of the good 
of them. | tom te a aa ban 
10. Tenthly, itis a blefled thing to be with them, 

though with fome hardfhip, becaufe God is working 
more and more good for his people every day: Now 
he is about fulfilling the glorious promifes that we 
have inthe Prophets, to make an end of all the glory. 
that he does intend in the world: Now if,God be 
working 
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working great things for his people, as we hope he is, 
To fet up Ferufalem, as the ah of the whole earth; 
Is it not good to be with them, that we may be par- 
takers of the glory that God intends to them? Ifa, 
58.14. There is a promife that the Church fhall nde 
upon the high places of the earth: There is a time a 
“coming, that the fociety of Gods people in this world, 
fhall be fet above ‘all focieties in thé world, and 
Ifa.2. that The mountain of the Lord fhall be rai- 
fed above all mountains - we cannot fee how this 
hath been fulfilled. Zfaiah 60. 19. The Sun fhallbe 
nomore thy light by day, neither for brightnefs fhall 
the Moon give light untothee, but the Lord fhall be 
unto thee an everlafting light, and thy God thy glory. 
This prophetie is fpoken of the eftate of the Church 
of God; whenwas this fulfilled, that there fhould 
be fo much glory in the Church, that there need 
not be any Su», or Moon, but God fhould be in ftead 
of Suz and Moon,and all the glory of his people? and 
to be with Gods people, when God does fuch great 
things for them,is worth the enduring much hardfhip 
In the former part of I/aiah 60. v. 7. God fays, He 
will glorifie the houfe of his glory; and mark what fol- 
lows, ver.8. Who arethofe that Ay as a cloud, and as 
the Doves to their windows ? Seeing God will glori- 
fie the houfe of his glory, his people fhould fly to it 
as a cloud; Thofe who are of heavenly, not of 
droflie fenfual {pirits, will do fo, and as Doves to their 
windows; thofe whoare of Dove-like fpirits, loving 
fociety, and purity, they willdofo. And it was the 
reafon why fome defired to live, becaufe in a few 
years, they hoped to fee fome great things for his 
people. And fo the 102 Palm is a prophetical P falm, 
S 4 - into 
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into what a happy condition the Lord will bring his 
people; and in the latter part of the Pfalm, the Pfal- 
mift brings ina gracious heart living in thofe times, 
bemoaning the condition of it, that it hatha fickly 
body, and weak, and like to dye, before God would 
make good thofe promifes made to the Church : as 
if he fhould fay, Lord, thou art bringing glorious 
things to pafs for thy Church, arid thou.art gathering 


| the Kingdoms to ferve thee, Lord, then take not me 


| away inthe midft of my days, O God let me live to 
fee all fulfilled. 


Eleventhly, It is good to be with Gods people, be- 
caufe they are thofe people we {hal live withal in Hea- 
ven: If there were 2 company travelling together in 


a trange countrey,and knew when they came t6 their 


own countrey they fhould live together, in fome great 
preferment inthe Court, how would they delight in 


ene another? So the godly fhould look upon one a- | 


nother; here we have communion one with another, 
and thefe are they we muft joynin communion with- 
al hereafter, to praife God eternally in the higheft 
Heavens. ‘ 

Lafily, itis Heaven already to joyn with the peo- 
pleof Godincommunion: The Scripture calls the 
Church of God, aid Church communion, Heaven. 
And therefore where there is a promife of God to re- 
ftore his Church, and recover it from thraldom and 
mifery, Ifaiah 65.17. Behold , fays God, I create 
new heavens , and new earth, and fo in Rev. 12. 
where the vifion of the reftoring of the Church was 
thewn to Foha, it was fhewn that way, there was 4 
new heaven, and 4 new earth : {o that the Church of 
God is heaven, itis not onely a company we a 

witha 


re 


Moses his Choice. 


withal in Heaven hereafter, but it is Heaven mow ; 
and therefore our Savior fays, The leaft in the king- 
dom of Heaven, {hall be greater then Fohn, the leak 
that lived after fox in the Chriftian Church, could 
‘|{peak more of Chrift then Fob» could : The King- 
dom of Heaven is like a man [owing his field with 
wheat, thatis, the eftate of the Church is a field [fown 
with wheat, and after the adverfary fows tares init. 
The Church, fays Chryfoftom in one of his Sermons 
upon the Corinthians, isthe place of Angels, the Pa- 
lace of Heaven, yea Heavenitfelf. And if it be fo, 
that communion with Gods people is Heaven alrea- 


dy, furely itis worth enduring of much affliction to | 


be with them. 
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Cap.20. 


Ecclefia eff 
locus sAn- 
Zclorum, 
Regia cœli 
celun ip- 
(um Chry. 
Tom. 36 
nr ad 
Cor. 


Perfwafions to draw to the joyning withthe people of 


God in the neareft communion, 


Ence then let me {peak ; firt; unto thofe 

H who yet are not partakers of that good that 

is to be had with Gods people, Imean in 
neareft communion: though we all have the name of 
God upon us, and have fome kinde of communion 
with the people of God, yet, feeing there is much 
good tobe had in communion with them further, it 
fhould be the defire of every one, to enjoy the near- 
eft communion with them that can be; this is a 
mercy that you fhould labor to feek after : for a good 
there is here, which none know the fweetnefs and 
benefit of, bur onely thofe that do enjoy it, feek 
i to 
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it. If there be any realities in the truths that have 
been opened to you, it cannot but make the commu- 
'nionand joyning with Gods people very lovely , but 
| certainly that which I have faid, comes abundantly 
fhort of what is in it: for the moft things that 
are ufed, for the fhewing the excellency of this 
communion , were from fome expreflions of God 
to his people under the Law, and we come fhort in 
the underftanding of them; butif we could under- 
ftand them fully, they come fhort of the abundance 
of priviledges that Gods people have under the Ga- 


-| {pel, and the reafonis, not onely becaufe ceremonies 


were typical, but Gods dealing with his Church, 
their way in Church order, and government, was 
but atypical thing; to typific the eftate-of Gods peo- 
ple under the Gofpel. 

Now we know there is a great deal more in the az- 
titype, theninthe type, the type is but a fhadow of |. 


that which is typified, nowit the excellency of the 


eftate of the Church under the Law, was but a type 
of theeftate of the Church under the Gofpe/, then 
all that is faid of the excellency of that condi- |. 
tion, is but as a fhadow of that which is now, Heb. 
10.1, The law was a fhadow of good things to come, 
and not the very image, The eftate of the Church 
now under the Gofpel, is the zmage of that glory 
that is to be revealed, but the Law was but a fhadow 
of thatimage: asa Limner, firt draws a dark fha- 
dow of a picture in coal, and after makes the Image , 
ook what differenne there is in the excellency of that 
rude draught by a coal,and the beauty of the Image; 
fuch there is between all the excellency of the = 
© 
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derthe Gofbel : and therefore, that which is to be 
expected now, isa great deal more, and fhould en- 
flame the defires of all, to feek after fuch a privi- 
ledge. A 
Confider, that this good which is.to be had in com- 
munion with Gods people, is a fpecial fruit of the 
loving kindenefs of God ,; and would you not all be 
made partakers of the loving kindenefs of the Lord? 
Thriving in your Trades, and outward bleffings, are 
afruitof the common kindenefs of the Lord, but 
communion with Gods people, is a fruit of his fpe- 
cial loving kindenefs: Pfal. 36.7, 8. How excelent 
ts thy loving kindene[s, O God! therefore the chil- 
dren of men put their truft under the fhadow of thy 
wings. They fhall be abundantly fatisfied with the fat- 
nels of thy houfe, and thou fhalt make them drink of 
the river of thy pleafures. The fatisfaction- of the 
foul with the fatnefs of Gods boufe, is the fruit of 
Gods loving kindenefs, yea, the fruit of Gods excel- 
lent loving kindenefs, and his admirable excellent 
loving kindenefs: It is worth the feeking after, to 
be fatisfied with the tatnefs of Gods houfe : And thou 
fhalt make them drink of the river of thy pleafares : 


While you feek after the comforts of the creature, 
you {eek to drink in puddles, but here are rivers of 
} pleafures. 

Ir is the inheritance of Gods eleé ones, Ifaiah 
65.9. Iwill bring forth a feed out of Facob, and out 
y. Iudah an inheritor of my mountains, mine elect 

all inherit it. I do notfay, whofoever does enjoy 
communion with Gods people, is elected, but who- 

| foever does enjoy it, enjoys that which is the sahers- 
tance 


of the Church under the Law, and that there is un- | Cap. 20. 
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tance of Gods elect, fuch a fruit of Gods loving | 


kindenefs , as comes to the elect by inheritance , 
though fome others do get into it,yet none fhould but 
onely the elect ones ; and therefore if you have any 
hope to be the electof God, defire after this as part 
‘of your inheritance; A man would be loathto lof 
part of his inheritance. Ir is an inheritance promifed to 
thofe who truft in God, and oppofed to all the vanity 
of the world, Ifa. 57.13. Vanity fhall take them, but 
he that putteth his.truft in me, fhall inherit my holy 
mountain. 

Thirdly, it hath been the onely defire of gracious 
hearts heretofore, and if God hath wrought any 
gracein you, fure your grace is fuitable to the grace 
of others, as David, in Pfal. 27. %4. This one thing 
have I defired of the Lord, that wil I feek after, that 
I may dwell inthe houfe of the Lord all the days of my 
life, to behold the beauty of the Lord: as if there 
were nothing were the object of Davids defires, but 
this ove thing. Andin Pfal. 84. what abundance of 
expreflions have we to fet out his defires this way ? 
David was here in his banifhment, we do not finde 
him complaining, O my Kingdom that Iam like to 
lofe! my brave Palaces, and my brave Chambers, 
Gardens and attendance that I am like to lofe, but the 
houfeof God. And inPfal. 42. As the Hart pant- 
eth after the water-brooks, fo panteth my foul after 
thee, O God ! It was not after the enjoyment of God 
that he might have in his own foul privately, that his 
heart fo panted after, but the appearing before the 
Lord in bi houfe. i 

Fourthly, this is the efpecial work of wifdom: if 
God hath let out any beam of wifdom into your 

‘fouls; 
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fouls, to fhew unto you any thing of the excellency Cap.20. 
of Chrift, this will be immediately defired; as in 
that Parable of the wife Merchant, as foon as he had | 
found the Pearl, he went and fold all to buy the 
field: the meaning is, when a foul comes to have 
any knowledge of Chrift, that Chrift is the one- 
ly Pearl, then it defires to. feek to enjoy him, 
where he is to be enjoyed; it is inthe field, in the 
Church of God, in communion with it; and the 
wife Merchant would part with any thing, that he 
might have the field, that is, have communion with 
Gods people in his Ordinances, and fo come to enjoy 
the Pearl. 

Yea fifthly, the reafon why God puts any light or| 5. 
truth into the foul, is to put forth the foul to this, to 
joyn with his people in this way of communion, Pfal. 

43.3. What was the reafon why the Prophet would 
have the light and the truth of God ¢ but to lead him 
to the holy hill, and to the Tabernacle. 

Sixthly, by joyning your {elf with the Saints, and} 6, 
furthering this work of communion, you fet up the 
honor of God much, God is much glorified by this, 
and willbe more and more ; Exod.15.2. Iwill build 
hima Tabernacle, the Septuagint renders it, Sow. I 
will glorifie him : and it is very obfervable, that as 
foon as Atofes was delivered from the Egyptians, he 
thinks of, and refolves, and promifes, the building of 
Gods. Tabernacle, which was atype of the Church, 
If God hath delivered you out of any trouble, our, 
of any ficknefs, in teftimony of thankfulnefs to God | 
for his mercy, fet upon this work, to further the 
building of Gods Tabernacle; Secing God hath 
{pared my life, this fhall be one of the firft chines 

I will! 
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Cap.20. Į will do, Iwill putin what I can, to the furthering 


7. 


S. 


| rufalem, to worfhip the King the Lord of hofts, even 


of the building of Gods Tabernacle. i 

Seventhly, we finde in Scripture, that there is a 
fearful threatning againft all rhofe that fhall neglect 
this, Zach. 14.17. Aad it fhall be, that whofo will 
not come up of all the families of the earth, unto Fe- 


npon them hall be no rain ; that is,no bleffing of God. 
Youwill fay, how does this appear to be meant of 
Gods people now? It appears the holy Ghoft did 
intend the eftate of the Church inthe time of the 
Gofpel, and therefore it follows in the 20. ver. In 
that day fhall there be upon the bells of the horfes, 
Holinefs unto the Lord,and the pots inthe Lords houfe 
hall be like the bowls before the Altar. Now thefe 
expreflions are fpiritually to be underftood of the 
glorious condition of the Church of God in the 
time of the Gofpel, and therefore God takes it ill at 
the hands of any that fhali not come to joyn with his 
people. 

And further, we havea fearful threat, Ifaiah 65. 
II, 12. againft fuch as forfake, or forget Gods holy 
mountain, J will number you to the {word, and ye 
foatl bow down to the flanghter : You may think to 
provide for your felves, to live fecurely, and fafely, 
at your eafe, enjoying boufe, lands, friends, trades , 
you are loath to hazard your felves fo as others do, to 
bring your felves into {o much trouble, but as ver. 
13,14.Thus faith the Lord, My fervants fhall eat, and 
ye fhall be hungry, my fervasts {hall drink, and ye fhall 
be thirfty, my fervants fhail rejoyce, and ye fhall be 
afhamed. 

Eighthly, if any foul have any defire to come and 


joyn 
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joyn with Gods people in his Ordinances, there is a Cap-22. 
bleffing given to that defire, Pfal. 84.5. Bleffed ss 
the man whofe flrength is in thee, ia whofe heart are 
the ways of them, If the ways of thy Ordinances 
be but inthy heart, thou art blefled, and therefore 
be very.defirous of this blefling, be not fatisfied that 
God gives you outward bleflings, and outward com- 
forts in the world, unlefs you have this; if you know 
what communion with God 1a his people means, you 
cannot but defire to be with them, there is fo much 
of God with them. If you have any fpiritual life, 
you cannot but defire this, becaufe fpiritual life will 
defire to joyn with that which is like to its felf. 

If you know what the power of any Ordinance 
means, you cannot but defire this, There is a great 
| miftake of people, they think if they can but live in 

a place where they may hear good Sermons, that is 
enough: know therefore except you have communion 
with the Saints #425 way, though you may hear many 
good Sermons, yet there ts a great deal of difference 
between your hearing of them,and their hearing who 
are in communion with the people of God, you only 
come to be made partakers of a mans gifts, you can- 
not depend upon the gift of fuch a one as being ia of- 
fice by God, {et over you, to watch over your fouls: 
‘There is a great deal of difference between the dif- 
penfing of a gift by way of gift, and by way of of- 
fice : therc may be the fame thing done in the exer- 
cife of gifts, and yet not to be fo powerful, as when | 
itis done by vertuc of an office: the ordinary Om- | 
cers are Paffors, and Teachers, forthe building up of | 
the Church, therefore if yoube acquainted with the | 


way of Chriftin his Ordinances, for the building up 
l of 
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Cap.20.| of the body, and if you believe your felves to be 

~ | members of his body, you cannot but defire thofe 
Ordinances that he hath appointed for the building 
of his body. 

The Church is fet upas a light, oran enfign upon 
the top of an hill, to draw others that are near unto 
it, to come under it: And therefore as we have it in 
Rev.22.17.The Spirit aud the Bride {ay,Come,and let 
him that heareth,fay,Come;and let him that is athirft, 
come , and whofoever will, let him take of the water of 
life freely. The Spirit of God covincing your con- 
{ciences, fays,Gome; and the Bride, the Church fays, 
Come., and let all that hear, fay, Come, all that hear 
what hath been faid of communion with Gods peo- 
ple, fay ye toall your friends, Come, and let us go up 
to the mountain of the Lord. We have a Prophefie, 
Ifa. 2.3. that the people of God fhould encourage 
one another, and thalliay, Let zs go up into the houfe 
of God, for he will teach us his ways, and we will walk 

‘| in his pathes : O that that Prophefie might be fulfil- 
led now, that you might have fucha defire tothe 
ways of God, as toencourage others to come and 
walk in them, that your hearts may be refrethed with 
the confolations of God in the way of his Ordi- 

Jnances. And Ifaiah 62.12. itis prophefied of the 
Church, that fhe fhould be called, Sought out : O 
that it migiit be fo, that we could fee the hearts of 
men fo fet after it, that we might give it chat name 
(Sought out.) 

The bleffing that the Elders of the City defired 
upon Ruth, cap. 4. rt.when fhe was married to Boaz, 
was, The Lord make the woman that is come into thine 
houfe, like Rachel, and like Leah, which two did build 
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the houfe of Ifrael: Why like Rachel and Leah, Cap.20. 
and not like Rebekah? did not fle build the houfe 

of Ifrael likewife 2 Yes, butall her pofterity was not 

of the Church of God, there came an Efas.from 

her, as well a as Facob , but all the children of Rachel 

and Leah were of the Church of God, they were 
Patriarchs , and this was a {pecial blefling upon 

them ; it is therefore to be accounted a {pecial blef- 

fing to be in the Chureh,and to have all our pofterity 

to be init. 

When you have heard thefe glorious things of the 
priviledges of Gods people, if you fhould neglect the 
feeking after,the being made partakers of {uchthings, 
how will you free your felves from the guilt of pro- 
phanenefs, that you fhould prize outward accommo- 
dations, more then thefe fpiritual things ¢ Efau was 
branded for a prophane wretch, becaufe he fet no 
higher price upon his birthright, but fet a me/s of pot- 
tage before it: This is greater then the birth-right 
they had under the Law, and to prize any carnal 
thing before thefe heavenly priviledges,is to be a pro- 
phane Efax. I meet with one who interprets that place, 
1 Chron.4.23.Thefe were potters and thofe that dwelt 
amongft plants and hedges , there they dwelt with 
the King for his work, to be meant of fome bafer 
fore of the Fews, who when liberty was proclaimed 
for their return to Fernfalem, wherethey might en- 
joy God in his true worfhip, yet becaufe they got 
their living by making pots for the King of Baby-| 
lon, they thought themfelves well as they were, and 
they rather choofe to ftay under the hedges of Baby- 
lon, then to goto Ferufalem, the holy Ghott brands 
them for bafe perfons. Godloves the gates of Sion 

T more 
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be not found guilty of loving your contentment and 
gainful dwellings, more then the gates of Sion, 
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Objections againft joyning with Gods people, an- 
{wered. 


defire to joyn with them, but they are fo 
ftrict in admitting any into their fociety, that 
that hinders. l 
Anfw. | If any that were in communion fhould prove 
naught, you would quickly take advantage, and fay, 
You {pake fo much of communion with Gods peo- 
ple, fee here is one of them, whofe life is thus bafe 
and vile: When we know the world would take fuch 
advantage if any prove naught, yea, and you your 
felves will be offended, and cry out of <all, for the fin 
of one; can you blame us if webe careful in taking 
any into communion with us ¢ 
Obj.2,| But there is much difficulty in the way. i 
i. fal. 84.6. The way to Zion, it was through the 
valley of Baca: they might have faid, We could 
have been content to go to Zioz,and to worfhip God 
there, but we muft go throughthe valley of tears ; 
bus they were content to go through that valley, fo 
that they might appear before Godin Zion: Surely | 
when God moves the hearts of men to joyn with his 
people, a little difficulty cannot hinder them: fatah 
66. 20. They fhall bring your brethren as an offering 
to 
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tothe Lord, upon horfes, in Chariots, and Litters, A ,Cap.21. 
Litter is ufed efpecially for weak fickly people, that 
are not able to travel otherwife; although they be 
weakly, and fickly, unfic co travel, yet they whofe 
hearts God moves, will rather come in Litters, then 
not acall. What dithculty will fuperftition put a man 
upon ¢ 

Itisa note of Mr. Calvins upon that place, Seek 
ye my face, chat {uperftitious people will go on pil- 
grimage to the image of {uch a Lady, or fuch a Sasnt, 
and they will go over Mountains, and through 
ftrange Countries, and though they be ufed hardly, 
and lofe much of their Eftate, they fatisfie them- 
felvesin this, I have that I came for: What have 
they? The fight of 4 dumb Idol, it they will endure 
fuch hardthip for the fight of a dumb Idol, how 
much hardfhip fhould we endure to fee God in his | 
Ordinances ? 

But it may be faid thirdly, Whither shall we go to) 04). 3. 
any people, but we fhall finde fin there as well as in 
another place ¢ . 

For that there is likewife an anfiverin the fame Ser- | Anfi. 
mon of Mr. Calvins; It is true, fin and wickednefs will 
be wherefoever we go, but the cafe is thus: Suppofe 
there fhould be a general infection in the air, and fo 
there fhould bea general difeafe, and there fhould 
be one place where there were Phyfitians, and means 
of cure; fhall any fay, Why fhould I go thither, | 

| there is the difeafe ? Go thither though, for there is 
| the cure, fo though there be fin every where, yet in 

the Church, andin communion. with Gods people, 
there is the cure. : i | 

But may nota man go to heaven without it ? (Obj. 4. 
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Itis true, it is poffible for aman to go to Heaven 
without it, yet if God does convince aman of an 
Ordinance,and he neglect it for outward accommo- 
dations, it is dangerous : A man may be faved with- 
out Baptifm, but where there is the wilful neglect of 
it, itis dangerous. 

How did all that never heard of this way ? 

It is one thing where there is not that light, and an- 
other thing where God hath revealed it. You defire 
Heaven at laft, and do you not defire communion 
with Gods people ¢ When you fail in any thing, you 
plead infirmity, but when you do neglect any oppor- 
tunity of gaining ftrength, how can you pleadinfir- 
mity ¢ 

_ But how fhall we joyn with any ¢ there is no place 
but there is brabling, talling out, heart-burning, fo as 
there is no {weet communion. 

This is a great ftumbling, and I would we 
could deny it: butif you will take offence at this, 
you muft be offended , It cannot be expected to the 
end of the world, but there will be diffention a- 
mongft the people of God: where there hath not 
been care in laying a good foundation at the begin- 
ning, and where there ts much liberty, and fome 
are carnal, what elfe canbe expected? A company 
of fheep, when they are worried by the dog, though 
they were {catteréd before, they will new run clofe 
together; but in a fair Sun-fhine day, when there 
is no dog to {care them, they will one feed here, and 
another there, diftant from one another: and {o itis 
with Gods people, though it bea foul fhame, anda 
great fin. ` 

Again, there is no more diffention then in other 
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places, for though in other places there feem to be | Cap.21. 
more union, what is the reafon ¢ 

Firft, becaufe they are in the dark, and all colours} x. 
will agree in the dark; but amongft Gods people 
therc is light, and fo things that differ are foon dif- 
cerned.. i 

Secondly, becaufe they are chained together; as 
the Papifts will fay, there is no fuch union between 
others, as between us; Whatis the ground ¢ They 
are held together by an Antichriftian chain : Popery 
does fubject the confciences of mento them: they 
muft believe the infalibility of the Pope, and they 
have no liberty to {earch things by the Word; and 
they will not {uffer them to be reafoning about the 
points of Religion, they are in darknefs, and 
when they be chained up in darknefs , no wonder 
though they be clofe together. This is juft asif 
there fhould be a couple of men chained to a block, 
and as they are chained together , they fee other 
men go at a diftance from one another, and they 
that are chained fhould cry out, See what a di- 
{tance is between you, we a clofe together all 
the day long; Were this a plea for them ¢ What is 
that that keeps them together? Itis but their chain, 
and if their chain were off, they would be at as great 
a diftance as others, and therefore though there be 
great evil in the diffentions of Gods people, yet 
it is not for fuch as thefe are to complain of the 
evil. 

Thirdly , falfe Religions have more peace, be-| 3, 
caufe they will admit of mixture, but our God ss a 
jealous God, he will admit us of no mixture, fo of no 
partner. 
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But that this might not be an offence, fo as to keep 
us from joyning in Communion with the people of 
God, let us know if this might have been offence 
enough to’ keep men from joyning with them , it 
would have kept men in all times from joyning with 
the Churches fince Chrifts time: You know what 
difference was between Paul and Barnabas, two A- 
poftles. And {othe Apoftles do complain of the dif- 
fentions, and divifions in the Church of Corinth, in 
the Primitive times, andif that had been enough to 
keep out men from joyning withthem,then there had 
been no joyning with the Church of Corinth , and 
other Churches. Bafil complains, I have lived now 
tothe ageof a man, and I fee more union in Arts 
and Sciences, then in Divinity , for inthe Church, 
I fee {fuch diflentions, as do diffipate it, and rend it! 
afunder.And {o between Chryfoftom and Epiphanius, | 
the one withed the other might never dyea Bifhop, 
and the other wifhed that he might never go home 
alive. And between Ferome and Ruffinus , and Lu- | 
ther and Oecolawspadius. | 

There is a moft fad ftory we have of thofe that fled | 
to Frankford from England in Queen Maries time, 
and when they came there, though they fled for Re- | 
ligion, and for their lives, yet there were fuch grie- 
vous breaches, as they fought the lives of one ano- 
ther, picking out fome words againft the Emperor, 
ina Sermon that Mafter Knox had preached in Ezg- 
land long before, and nowaccufing him for them to 
the Magiftrates of Frankford, upon which divers of 
them were fain to flee. This isthrough the malice of 
the Devil,in fowing tares,and therefore if you will be 
offended in this way of fcandal,you muft be offended 

Yet 
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Yet we muftall take heed of giving offence, forj Cap.21. 
though offences will come, yet woto them by whom 
they come:Howfoever there fall out offences,through 
the finful diftempers of mens hearts, let not the Or- 
dinance of God be challenged as the caufe of thefe 
offences. Joyning in Church-fellowthip is a {pecial 
Ordinance of God, to maintain love and peace a- 
mongft his people,yet by the abufe of it many times, 
divifions and diffentions are ftronger, and more bit- 
ter in the Church, then elfewhere; let not Gods Or- 

| dinance be accufed as the caufe of it, nor declined for 
this,but let the wickednefs of mens hearts be accufed, 
let us feek to have it purged. 

Chrift came into the world to diffolve the works of 
the Devil, and yet the Devil never more raged, then 
in Chrifts time, anda while after, We never read of 
men fo pofleffed of the Devil before Chrift came, as 
they werethen, Shallwe therefore accufe Chrift for 
bringing the Devil into the world,for being the caufe 
of mens being pofleffed of the Devil? Thofe who 
thus reafon againft the Ordinance of Chrift, becaufe 
of this evil that falls out by accident upon it, may as 
well yea and certainly would as readily reafon againtt 
Chrift, if they lived in his time, becaufe of fuch pof- 
fefion of Devils,which never was fo before he came, 
as it was then; but as the true reafon why the Devil 
thus prevailed upon Chrifts coming, was the juft 
judgement of God againft men for contemning and |, 
rejecting Chrift, who cameamongft them: {oitis 
here the judgement of God for the evil of mens 
hearts in abufing fuch a bleffed Ordinance of love 
and peace. 

So likewile, the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, 
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isa Sacrament appointed by God to maintain love 
and peace inthe Church, it is an Ordinance for com- 
munion, it hath the denomination from thence, itis 
called communion. Yet what hath occafioned fuch 
diffentions inthe Chriftian world, asthe controver- 
fies about the Sacrament ? Shall therefore this Or- 
dinance be accufed as the canfeof diflention? O let 
us for ever learn this truth, that whatfoever evil falls 
out, Gods Ordinances be not blamed, but mans cor- 
ruption, let that be condemned, and purged. Origen 
writing to Celfus, fays, If you will take offence at 
the diffentions in Chriftian Religion, then you may 
take offence at diflentions in other things. Pa- 
lens the Emperor objected the fame againft Chrifti- 
ans, Nicephorus 11.45. brings in one Themiftius, an- 
fwering, that thofe of the Grecian {uperftition had as 
great diffentions amongft them. . 
There is diffention amongft Merchants, and other 

Trades, you do not fay therefore, I will not binde my 
childe to that Trade, they diffent among{t them- 
felves: If there be profit and accommodations in 
the Trade, men will not be hindred by this plea, but 
joyn with them notwithftanding , And fo come you 
and joyn with the Saints, though there be fome dif- 
fentions, though there may be fome rigid, diftem- 
perd, hot {pirited men, that may caufe fome trouble, 
yet there isnot fo much union and love in all the 
world as with them ; fet but afide fome, and there are 
acompany, ifyou be gracious, yourfoul may take 
pleafurein, and blefs God for ; and therefore away 
witira fuch tumbling blocks,and reafonings againft 
the Ordinances of God, come you thirfting after the 
Ordinances of God, and my foul for yours, if you 
do 
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do not finde that fiveetnefs in communion with them, | Cap.22. 
as never was found before. 

There are many objections againft this way, and 
many are a long time enfnared inthem, but 7/2. 57. 
13. where God promifes the inheritance of his holy 
Mountain, ver. 14. he promifes to make the way 
plain toit. And Exod. 15. 13. God guides his peo- 
ple in his ftrength to his holy habitation , it muft be 
the flrength of God that muft carry through all ob- 
jections, all dithculties, over all ftumbling blocks, to 
Gods habitation: Thus muchto thofethat yet are 
not joyned in that nearnefs of communion with Gods 
people which they may be. , 
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Inftructions to thofe who are joyned in communion 
with Gods people. 


communion with-Gods people, then there are 
many things that are ro be faid to thofe that are 
joyned in communion. | atte, | 
Firft, labor to approve to God and your own fouls, | 1. 
that you are indeed Gods people particularly ; you 
are his people in a way of outward profeffion, and to 
men you doapprove your felves, fo far as: we - hope 
youare Gods people, but you muft approve your 
felves to God, and to your confciences: If you be 
confeious to your felves of any fecret filth, and yet | 
dare come and deceive the people of God in joymng |} 
with them,you bring your felves in more danger then 
you 


C com if it be fuch a blefled thing to enjoy | ,, fe 2 


282 


Cap.21. 


M.o s E s his Choice. 


you are aware. We read Deut. 22. Vr. 21. that if 
a damfel having defiled her felf before marriage, and 
fo deceiving 2 man, he marries with her, when this is 
difcovered, fhe is tobe fronedto death : Uncleannefs 
in fuch as were fingle, was not by the Law to be pu- 
nifhed with death, but fhe muft dye, although her un- 
cleannefs was while fhe was fingle becaufe fhe deceived 
the man, in marrying to him in her defilement.: So 
know your filth in not joyning to Gods people is not 
fo evil, and dangerous, .as if you being confcious to 
your felf,, dare yet joyn with them, if you deceive 
the Church herein, God may juftly avenge himfelf 
of you, it may coft you yourlite: Revel.2.9. T 
know the blafphemy of them that fay they are ews, 
and are not. 

It is by God accounted blafphemy for any to fay 
they are Jews, and arenot,to make profeffion of god- 
linefs, and not to be godly, is blafphemy; Surely 
then, it isnot fufficient to be with Zfrael, but we 
muft be of Ifrael, not tobe a Jew outwardly, buta 


_ | Jew zawardly fo as God may own you in the laft day, 


when there {hall be a narrow fearch, who are the true 
people of God, that then you may be found to be 
{uch indeed: it will be a dreadful thing for any-of 
you, that now feem to be of Gods people, and that 
have lived amongft the /heep, if you fhould be found 
;amoneft the goats, ftanding-at the left hand, when 
you fhall fee others of Gods people ftand at the right 
hand, looking upon you, and fay, Yonder is one who 
lived with us, and we could never difcover him tobe 
an hypocrite, though fometimes: we had jealoufies of 
him, there he f{tands, now he is difcovered; therefore 
approve your felves to be of the true Ifrael of God. 
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Queft. But who is atrue Jfraelite ? Cap.22. 
| -Anfw. Sucha one as can approve to his own heart, | 
| an inward effectual call of God, calling him out of | 
i the world, as well as an outward call, bythe Ordi- 
nances, fuchaone as hath teftimony to his own fpi- 
irit, that heis feparated, fet apart for God, that he 
| hath an iwward fanctification of the holy Ghoft, fuch 
| a one as in whofe {pirit there ts no guile, thisis a true 
Ifraelite indeed. 


Secondly, if it be fuch a great bleffing to be joyn- 
ed in union,and communion with the people of God, 
hence labor to blefs God for this great blefling, that 
isfuch anamiable, defireable condition, it is your 
heaven upon earth,that mercy that fhould fweeten all 
other mercies, yea, that fhould fiveeten your afflicti- 


ons to you. Gods holy mountain, Ifaiah 57.13. is 
promifed asaz inheritance oppofed to vanity, and 
promifed as the blefling upon trufting in the Lord, 
Vanity {hall take them, but hethat putteth his truft in 
me, fhallinherit my holy mountain, Let us not enjoy Mendi cate 
the world in all their vanjty, but blefs we our felves |1512 
in our God let us rejoyce in our inheritance,the monn- amon bec 
tain of the Lord. Though we beg our bread, fays ulchrd 
Luther, isitnot made up with this, That we are fed any i 
with the bread of Angels, with eternal life, Chrift, pafcinur 
and the Sacraments, &c ? Oi pi 

We have caufe to blefs God that we might be with lvii rerna 
Gods people, though in caves, and woods, and ba- |Chriite @ 
nifbed fromall, we have mach more caufe to blefs bie ‘ill 
God when we can be with them thus publiquely, and "ia Pi.132 
peaceably, and can go from Gods houle, to our own 
houfes, and have communion there ; this is the reft | 
thatthe Land of Canaan did typifie, for which the 

name 
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Cap.22.! name of God is to be mganified,; God might fo 
have left us, that we fhould have had communion 
onely with the prophane ones, and drunkards ; yea, 

| we might have been caft out from God, to have 
had communion onely with reprobates , and that 
now we may have communion with the godly, it 
isa wonderful mercy. Rev. 14. we teadof Chrift 
itanding upon the Mount Zion, and having fo ma- 
ny people ftanding up, to joys with him in Church- 
fellowfbip, for that is the meaning of that place, 
there they were rejoycing at the mercy of the Lord, 
that they were upon the Mount with the Lamb,though 
there might be time, when our Harps hanged upon 
the Willows, yetif we be called tothe Lamb upon 
Mount Zion, Let us have our Harps in our hands, 

Is there nothing in the delight that God hath in his 
people, and the prefence of God with his people, 
and the great priviledges they have,to raife our hearts 
to praife the Lord, and letit not be verbally, but re- 
ally. As namely thus; Is it that weare Gods de- 
light, lethim be our delight, if we be his treafure, let 
him be evr treafure, if we be his portion, let him be 
our portion, if he communicates choice mercies to 
us, let us give choice endeavors to him; if he gives 
us protection, let us protect his truths and name, if 
he honor us, let us give him his honor. And fo I flip 
into a third particular, which is a third branch of this 
exhortation. 

3e | 3. If there be fo much excellency in communion 

| with the people of God, you that are fuch, take heed 

you do not darken that excellency that God hath put 
in communion with his people; there are three ways 
efpecially that darkens this excellency. 

. Firft, 
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Firft, if we reft in any Charch-priviledge we | Cap.22. 
have, and make that tobe our Religion, and the How the 
ftrength of our fpirits be let out about thefe things lof the 4 
we enjoy, more then others, fo as we begin to de- [saints 
cline in the favour and power of godlinefs, if 0- und 
thers that knew us before, when we had not thofe| — 
priviledges and mercies, that we have now, fhall fay, 
What good isto be had there? Iknew fach, and me 
thinks they had more favour and relifh in the ways of 
God then now, more [weetnefs and warmth to be had in 
their company then now there ts, Take heed of this, 
of giving occafion to any tofay fo. Icis avery evil 
and a dangerous thing to reft in Church-priviledges, 
to make all our Religion to confift in being in a 
Church-way, we may have this revealed tous, and 
yet little of Heaven revealed. There were two vails 
of the Tabernacle, one covered the Holy of Holies, 
the other the place where the Priefts entred, it may 
be we have had the fff opened to us, but yet the fe- 
cond which leads to the Holy of Holies, may ftill be 
vailed. 

Many whofe hearts are very carnal, may be much 
for Church-Ordinances. We have in the 24. of 
EXekiel, ver, 21, 22. feven feveral expreffions of 
carnal hearts.prifing Church-priviledges. Firft, they 
accounted them their ftrength. Secondly, the excel- 
lezcy of their ftrength. Thirdly,te dz fire of sheireyes. 
Fourthly, that which their fouls pitied. F:ftily, their 
glory. Sixthly, the joy of their giory. Seventhly, 
that whereupon they fet their mindes, Wiat a noile 
did they make about tie Temple of the Lord? The 
Temple of the Lord,The Temple of the Lord, ler.7.4. 
and yet they were carnal: Take heed therefore you 

i reft 
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Cap.22+| reft notin the Church-priviledges, by this you will 
deceive your felves, and darken the excellency of this 
bleffed communion. 

Secondly, take heed of darkning this by any {can- 
dalous way, as thofe do who profefs themfelves to 
be the people of God, and yet by their wretched 
ways of fenfualities, or any other ways, area {can- 
dal unto Gods people, this is an evil, and a bitter 
thing. Chrift walks amongft the golden candlefticks » 
Every Church fhould be a golden candleftick, hold- 
ing forth ight inthe Doétrine of it, and golden in 
the holy converfation of it. We muft take heed 
that there be not fo much asa dufting of this golden 
candleftick of the Lord, by the leaft loofenefs, or 
earthlinefs of our lives. By fcandals in the wicked 
lives of thofe that are of Gods people, there isa 
{tain and blot cat upon Church communion ; here 
the name of God is polluted; others that are pro- 
phane, pollute the creatures, and their own confci- 
ences, but Gods name isnot fo much polluted by 
them ; but Gods people do not onely pollute their 
confciences, by their fcandalous lives, but pollute 
Gods name, and itis worfeto pollute Gods name, 
then to pollute your confciences: And therefore 
know, that joyning to the Saints is an aggravation to 
every fin you commit afterward ; and though it be 
true, that union with the people of God is a mitiga- 
tion of every crofs and affiction, yet it is an aggrava- 
tion to every fin. 

Yea, if men were born for no other end and pur- 
pofe, ‘but to do mifchief, they could not do more 
then this, to joyn with the people of God, and then 

, |lwefcandaloufly. O brethren, let us pray to rome 
that 
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that we may never live to that day, to darken the |Cap.22. 


great excellency of the fellowfhip of the Saints: Ir 
were better that God fhould takea thoufand of us 
out of the world, then that we fhould live to darken 
the profeflion of Gods name, in union with his peo- 
ple ; this does more mifchief, then all the perfecuters 
under Heaven can do. 

The Church of God hath never been in a better 
condition, then when their perfecuters have raged 
moft ; the raging of perfecuters have not darkned 
the excellency of the Church, bur the {candalous 
lives of members of a Church have darkned the glo- 
ry of the Church: though by’ perfecution others 
may be afraid to make profeffion of the truth, yet 
all the perfecution in the world cannot take off mens 
confciences, and caufe them in their confciences to 
think {uch are not inthe truth, becaufe they are per- 
fecuted; butthe fcandalous lives of thofe that are 
Profeflors, do make men think in their confciences 
that this way is not right, and therefore make them 
think they do God good fervice in hating fuch men, 
perfecuting fuch men, and there is more evil in this, 
to be an occafion to make men think this way is not 
good, thento make men afraid to venture upon this 
way. And therefore confider what a great deal of 
miichief {candalous lives do, and if you finde your 
hearts inclining to any fenfual way, that you are like 
to give fcandal, take heed ofit, for itis the greateft 
mifchief that can be devifed. Thofe who joyn with 
the Church of God, fhould walk fo, as to be an or- 
nament toit, nota ftain, a blot, to ecaft filth upon | 
it; Tfa.49.18. Beholdthefe that gather themfelves | 
to thee, thou fhalt furely clothe thee with thew all, ¥ 

WHN 


288 Moses his Choice. 


sah? with an Ornament : Confider how far many of you 

vandum | ate from being an ornament-to the Church; are 

quam eru-| not your lives rather blemifhes? This is a fore 

befeendum.| evil, Better it is to endure any mifery, then to 

ert. de : > 

tuga, pert.| do that which fhall make Gads people afhamed 
of us. T 

3. |. The third thing that darkens the excellency of 

communion with Gods people,is difentions in judge- 

ment or affection, this makes it appear to be black in 

Epifeopos | the eyes of the world. SoZ omen reports of a Devilith 

Cufani | Policy of Fulian, to raife a fcandal againft the 

exilio addi} Church: He-fent for thofe Bifhops that were banifh- 

dos dom | ed in Constantius his time, on purpofe that he might 

o tantum | Caufe diffention in the Church by them. Take heed 

fixe ut ifd you have not a hand in darkning this excellent con- 

ee dition, no not in this way. Inthe body, folutio con- 

contention’) tinyi , is more dangerous then the corruption of 

e i |a humor: Let us labor fo far as poffibly we can, 

pugnarent | to make it excellent by peaceablenefs; this is that 

ecckfism. | whichis prophefied of forthe Church, Ifa. 33.20. 

Thine eyes fhall fee Ferufalem a quiet habitation: And 

mark the blefing that follows upon this quietnefs; 4 

Tabernacle that fhall not be taken down; not one of the 

ftakes thereof [hall ever be removed, neither [hall any 

of the cords thereof be broken, but there the glorious 

Lord will be unto us a place of broad rivers, fireams, 

exc. In Zech. 14.ver.g. there is a Prophelie, that the 

Lord fhall be King over all the earth ; in that day there 

[hail be one Lord, and his name one: We now pro- 

fels one God, but we do as it were call him by feverad 

names ; -bur that will be a bleed time, when as there 

fhail be but one Lord, fo his name fhall be oxe; 

there fhal] be a blefied agreement in the profetia 
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his name, onenefs of heartis ableffling of the new | Cap.22. 
Covenant. 
I remember Eusebius reports in the life of Conftan- 
tine, that he was fo much troubled for diffentions 
inthe houfe of .God, as he could not fleep in the 
night, and they did more difquiet him, then all his 
wars , yea he fays, they caufed him to fob and figh: 
and fo they fhould be difquietings to our fpirits, and 
we fhould ftudy to make up breaches. S. tuguftine, |- 
ep. 15. hath this expreffion, {peaking of the divifions 
of fome of the Church, fays he, I would fall down 4 pedes 
at their feet, and defire them with all the might I fprociderem 
have they would not do thus and thus, that they |@ frm 
would not caft reproaches upon one another. And poimi 
obferve the fpirit of St.Paul, Phil,2.1,2,3. If 
there be any confolation in Chrift, if any comfort of 
love, if any fellowfhip of the Spirit, if any bowels 
and mercies, fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like minded, 
having the fame love, ec. Doves cannot endure to 
be amongft Ravens,but where they fee meeknefs and 
love, there thofe of Dove-like difpofitions love to 
be; Ifaiah 60. 8. Whoare they like Doves, that 
flieto their Windows? Brethren, if we would 
expect to grow up in the ways of godlinefs, it 
muft be by love and union together, Coloffians 
2.2. Being knit together in love, unto all riches 
of fll affurance. When hearts are knit together in 
love then a Church thrives,and grows up to all riches 
of grace. 
Asit isin the body ofa man, when the members of 
the body are out ot joynt, they can neither receive 
{trength from the body, nor be ufeful to the body. 
And therefore the Apoftle would have,us be careful, 
y ; 
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Cap.22 | !f any were out of joynt, to fet him in joynt again, 
Karae- | thatis the propriety of the word. Gal.6.1. If a 
Tiere | man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are piritual, re- 
(tore {uch a one, fet {uchaonein joynt, that he may 
thrive, as members in joynt thrive. Chrift is called 
the corner ftone, now a corner ftone is that which |. 
joyns both fides together; now Chrift loves to be 
in the place of joyning, where there isa joyning in 
Invefte | mutual fellowfhip: Although there be variety in gifts, 


y 


ee although the garment of the Kings daughter, the 
nonfs. | Church, be of divers colours, yet why may it not 
be like Chrifts garment without feam ? 

For the Lords fake let us take heed of divifions and 
quarrels efpecially let us take heed that under the pre- 
tence of Religion, we do not maintain quarrels, for 
this is to bring down the holy Ghoft,from appearing 
like a Dove, toappear in the form of a Vulture, or | 
Raven; You know what S. Pas fays of {peaking with 
feveraltongues, will not he that comes in fay you are 
mad ? When wicked men hear of fo many diflonant 
opinions, of fo many diffentions among you, will 
they not think you mad? And becaufe you all pretend 
Religion, will they not think that that kinde of Re- 
ligion which you pretend is a mad thing? So far {ball 
you be from making the way of Chrift honorable in 
their eyes, which yet fhould be the thing you fhould 

__ _ | more defire, feek after, rejoycein, then your lives. 
Religio è | Religion hath the name from binding, and certainly | 
oe” | it is the beft band of humane focieties, there is great 

reafon then that we feek to keen it in the band of uni- 
ty. And tharisthe third thing I would fay to thofe 
‘that are in Church-fellowfhip, not to darken the ex- 
cellency that is in communion with the Saints. | 
The 
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The fourth exhortation is,that you would walk and Cap.22. 


live fo, as by your walking you may draw others to 
be in love with this fellowthip: as God hath made it 
to be glorious, fo that you would fet out the glory 
of ittoothers, thatall that go by you fhould fay, 
Surely they are the blefled of the. Lord, certainly 
God is with them,and therefore we will likewife joyn 
with them ; O what a bleffed thing were it, if we 
could by our lives convince others, that we are the 
plants of the Lords own planting ! The lives of men 
convince more ftrongly then their words: The 
tongue perfwades, but the life commands, is the 
fpeech of an Ancient. Weread in Rev. 14. Thofe 
that ftood with the Lamb upon Mount Zion, enjoy- 
ing communion there, they had his Fathers name 
written upon their foreheads, the glory of God fhined 
in their foreheads; a convincing converfation is that 
which God calls for at your hands. Let the name of 
God be precious to you: Is it not a precious thing to 
| live fo, as to bring honor to God ¢ to hold forth the 
honor of God, is all the glory we can bring to God ; 
Jet us be known to be thofe we profefs our felves to 
be, feparated from the world, by the holinefs of our 
lives; as Tertullian fays of the Chriftians in his time, 
they were known to be Chriftians from the amend- 
ment of their former lives. You are joyned near to 
Chrift, asa girdle about a mans loyns; take heed 
you be not as that girdle, Fer.13. A rotten girdle, fit 
-| for nothing, fo were the Church of the Jews at that 
time, but you fhould be as that girdle of Chrift; 
Rev.1. A golden girdle about his paps; By which 
the beauty and glorious condition of the Church in 
the Primitive times is defcribed. 
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Let us walk fo, as to manifeft and hold forth the 
beauty and amiablenefs of godlinefs in the eyes of all, 
that they may fee it whether they willor no, andto 
force efteem from the confciences of men. Cant. 
6.4. itis faidof the Church, She is terrible as an 
army with banners; A Church of God that walks 
clofe tothe rule, is terrible to guilty confciences. Let 
us walk fo, as when the Balaams of the world look 
upon us, they may fee our comely order, fo as to be 
forced to fay, O how goodly are thy tents, O Faceb, 
and thy Tabernacles, O Ifrael! asthe valleys are they 
[pread forth, as gardens by the Rivers fide,as the trees 
of Lign-Aloes which the Lord hath planted, and as 
Cedars befide the waters, Numbers 24.5. St. Fohn 
Epift.1. chap. 1.3. expreffeth his defire for thofe 
whom he wrote to, that they might have fellowsfhip 
with him, and the reft of the Saints; and he brings 
this as an argument, Truly our fellowihip is with the 
Father, and with his Son Jefus Chrift ; this would 
be a mighty prevailing argument indeed, if we walk- ; 
ed fo before others, asto manifeft that we in truth 
have fellowfhip with the Father, and with his Son 
Jefus Chrift ; then our fellowfhip would be defireable 
indeed. 
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Cuar, XXIII. 


How fhould Gods people fo walk, as to draw others in 
love with their communion. 


others in love with their communion? =~ 
Firft, inthe general, take heed of thofe fins 
efpecially, that thofe which you converfe with are 
uilty that they be not able to fpy the fame 
ee in you,which their confciences accufe themf{elves 
of: take heed of the pollutions of the world. Cant. 
6.10. Who is fhe that looketh forth as the Morning, 
fair asthe Moon, clear asthe Sun, and terrible as 
an army with banners ? The Church of God ought 
to be win asthe Moor, but the Moon hath fpots, 
and therefore it follows, Clear asthe Sun, and then, 
fhe is terrible as an.army with banners : Either fhe 
will draw the hearts of others to love her, or fhe 
will daunt their hearts. Yea, let them not fee any 
defilement anfwerwable to their defilement : for wic- 
ked men, though they cannot {py evils in the godly, 
yet furely they think they are guilty of the fins 
which they live in, as wellas themfelves: as Nero, 
becauféhe was unchaft, thought all the world was 
unchaft: and therefore the godly fhould labor to 
keep themfelves from fuch fins as the world is guilty 
of, that they may not {py fuch in them. A godly man 
fhould not onely labor to be kept from outward de- 
filement; that may be done by the ftrength of a natu- 
ral confcience, without any fanctifying grace: and it 
fhould be a fhame to one that hath grace, if he fhould 
į notdo that; if he cannot do thar, ‘how can he purge 
| ae himfelf 
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himfelf from fecret, and {piritual evils that are in the 
heart ¢ BA ; 

Secondly, if you would walk fo as to draw others 
in love to communion with you, walk inifizglenefs 


and uprightnefs of heart. C4é#s 2.46, 47. They 


did eat their bread with gladnefs, and finglenefs of 
heart, praifing God: mark what follows; having 
favor with all the people, and God added to the 
Church: Singlenefs of, heart makes Church-com- 
munion lovely. ` f 

But whatis that uprightnefs,and finglenefs of heart 
that we are to walk withal ¢ 
_ By.that I mean this, namely,,to, be fure that there 
be an anfiverablenefs in. our converfation; unto vall 
thofe principles of godlinefs that we profefs: for 
take the moft ftrict principles of Religion, and the 
menof the world cannot {peak againft them, and 


when it-comes to, thisis all they have to fay, Abi! af 


it were in truth and in fincerity,it were | omething but 
they are hypocrites : they acknowledge the principles 
arerighr,\but they think the principles are fo ftri&, 
thatit is impoffible to walk up to them: 44! fay they, 
give me one that docs walk up to his principles, and 
we will fay fomething to you. 

And therefore, you that are godly, confiderof the 
many principles of godlineis that, you, profefs :as 
namely, that the lea/? fia is a greater evil then all the 
evils inthe world and labor that all-your, whole life 
may hold out.this principle, fearing the leaft fin, 
and the leaft occafion of fin, Ir is our principle, that 
we mult make the Word the Rule of all our-attions : 
Now let your. converfations hold owt this principle 
before others ; And that the peace of confcience is of 
infinite 
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infinite more value; then all the delights of the world: |Cap.23. 
Hold out this principle 5, That the glory of God is the 
thing to be aimed at in all things. Now the care of 
Gods people, if they would fo walk, as to draw o- 
thers in love of communion with them, is not to talk 
of thefe things, but to hold them forth in their lives, 
that men thar converfe with them, may read them in 
their lives ; Gods people fhould fo walk, that if there 
were no talking of {uch principles, yet they may be 
found in their converfations. . 

Thirdly, if you would fo walk, as to draw others 
inlove of communion with you, then walk fo, that 
thofe that are without may fee a conftant evennels, 
and proportion in your ways, that one action may be 
proportionable to another; let them take us when 
they will, and where they will, we are always the 
fame: though there be never fo much forwardnefs in 
fome of Gods ways, if there be not forwardnefs in 
others, there can be no conviction, and there is no 
beauty: As innature, fo ingrace; The beauty of 
nature is proportion ; the beauty of nature is not in 
the greatnefs of one member, or in colour, but in 
the proportion: Sothe beauty of a Chriftians con- 
verfation, lies in the proportion of a Chriftians con- 
verfation; that there may be fuitablenefs between one 
thing and another, that the men of the world may 
not {ce us halt: Many are hot in fome one thing , 
and remifs in others: I condemn not forwardnefs in 
any way of God, but where a man is forward in one 
thing, andremifs in another, there is a difpropor- 
tion in his ways, he goes long and fhort, as where 
one leg is fhorter then another, there mut needs be 
halting; this isa difhonor to Religion, this takes away 
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Cap.23. | rhe beauty of Religion, and fuchas thefe are, will 
never convince any of the excellency that is in com- 
munion with the Saints. ' : 

4. Fourthly, if you would walk fo, as to draw others 
in love to communion with you, then labor for to 
be eminent in thofe things that the men of the world 
have skill in. 

I. As firt, the works of juftice: The menof the 
world think men muft be juft in all their ways, and 
all their dealings , and though it be true there may 
be juftice where there is onely morality , yet there 
canbe no Religion where there isnot Juftice, for 
Religion teaches Juftice more then morality does ; 

| itis a fhameful thing for men that make profeffion 
of Religion, not to be raifed above moralities:: now 
when the men of the world that-have skill in this, 

; fhall fee that godlinefs teaches men to be juft, and 
that their's is a more accurate juftice then that which 
is in the world, this convinces men; but when they 
fhall fee men talking fo much of godlinefs, and 
Church-difcipline, and yet when they come to deal 
withthem, they are then fo cunning, and will fetch 
over men as well as any, as griping as any, and men 
know not where to finde them, thefe are burthen- 
fome Members to a Church, that wrong Religion: 
your injuftice in dealing with men, isa greater evil 
then the injuftice of any moral man, inthis regard, 
the injuftice of a moral man does not make men 

| fhy of dealing with all moral men, but injuftice in 
you makes men fhy of dealing with any that make 

profeffion of Religion,and to fay, none arefo deceit- 

ful as they,and though that objection does come ufu- 

ally from malice, yet it cannot bedenyed, but iia 

that 
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that make profeffion, give too too much advantage | Cap.a3. 


for it. 

Secondly, labor for an eminency in performing 
the duties of your relations, and your callings. As 
wives fhould fulfil their duties, and every one be 
faithful inthe duty that God requires of their places, 
and if thisbe notin you, you may talk your hearts 
out of the excellency of communion with Gods peo- 
ple, they will not believe you: And therefore the 
Apoftle, when he urges the Church of God foto 
walk asto convince others; mark how he inftances 
in the duties of relation, 1 Pet. 2.12. Having your 
conver{ation honeft among st the Gentiles that where- 
as they [peak againft you as evil doers, they may by 
your good works which they fhall behold, glorifie God 
inthe day of vifitation : But what good works muft 
we do, which they beholding fhall glorifie God in 
the day of vifitation’ You fhall finde he inftances 
in the duties of relation, as between Magiftrates and 
Subjects , Maffers and Servants, Husbands and 
Wives. 

And therefore, you fervants that are under fubje- 
ction, efpecially under carnal Governors, let them 
fee, fince youhave joyned with Gods people, that 
you are more faithful and obedient then ever before, 
and that they never had any fervant in their lives, fo 
fubject, and obedient, and faithful as youare, that 
did not make that profeffion that you do. And fo 
wives, carry fuch refpect,-and fhew fuch humility 
towards your busbands, though they be naught, that 
they may fay, Since my wife made this proteffion of 
Religion, Ifinde itinher carriage; and fo children. | 


It is a wonderful fhameful thing that any fervant or 
childe 
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Cap.23. | childe, that is but civil, fhould go beyond a godly 
fervant or childe in diligence, and obedience, and 
He non pre Faithfulnels , fays Ferome, What a fhameful thing is 
ie it, That faith fhowld not enable to do that, which Infi- 
itirir infi-| dels are able to do ¢ 
deliras. Thirdly, The men of the world have skill in 
3* |peaceable difpofitions, labor to be of a peaceable 
difpofition: Ble(fed are the peacemakers , let them 
not fee rigidnets in your ways. The Jews obferve 
upon Exod. 25.3. that there was no iron amoneft the 
ftuffof the Tabernacle: What do rigid iron difpoft- 
tions in Gods Tabernacle, in Gods Church ? 

4. Fourthly, they have skill inaffability, and courte; 

i oufnefs; Religion does not teach men to be fowre, 
but as courteoufnefs and affability isa moral vertue, 
fo itis to be carried in a higher way in Chriftians then 
in others. Many men who have no grace, feem to car- 
ry themfelves like Chriftians; what a hame then is 
it for Chriftians, who have grace, not to carry them- 
felves like men ? 

T Fifthly, the men of the world have skill in love,and 
therefore be eminent in that, that they may fee your 
love towards one another, bearing one anothers bur- 
thens. As the curtains of the Tabernacle were joyn- 
ed together by loops, fo fhould the members of the 
Church be joyned one to another by love. Inthe 
Primitive times we finde the Heathens, and enemies 
of the Church, did acknowledge there were no peo- 
ple inthe world did love one another fo as Chriftians 
did. The Churchof Philadelphia is blamed for no- 
thing; Philadelphia fignifies brotherly love; when 
brotherly love rules in Churches, they grow toa 
blamelefs converfation before God and man. 

Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, be bountiful, and liberal : The men of the Cap.a3. 
world having skill in thefe things, and they feeing no | 6. 
eminency of thefe in you, they fay, Let them make 
what profeffion they willin thofe things we have no 
skill in, we believe them not, they are a company of 
falfe hearted people. 
Fifthly, if you would walk fo, asto draw others 
in love to communion with you, labor to manifeft 
the power of -godlinefs, by doing fuch things as the 
men of thé world cannot ‘do; “if. the men of the 
world can fee, that men that make profeffion of Re- | 
ligion are able todo that they cannot do, they fee | 
now there is fome reality in Religion. You know 
how it was with Pharaoh and his Magicians , 
all the while Mofes wrought fuch things that 
Pharaohs Magicians could do, Pharaoh was not. 
convinced , but when Mofes did fuch things, that, 
the Magicians could notdo, this convinced them : | 
and fo for you to do that the men of the world do, or 
le can do, this does not convince them; fays Chrift, 
ET had not done [uch things as no man did, you had 
| had no fin. 
| What is it to do thofe things which the men of the ef. 
world cannot do? 
Firft, the refitting of firong temptations; every’ Anfo. 
flight temptation overcomes them, but when A _ 1. 
“fall fee you ftand out againft powerful temptations, 
| they fee you have a power beyond theirs. When Wh reina 
NebuchadnezZar faw the three Children za the fiery © i tian 
| furnace, and they werenot touched by the fire, he (hema 
was convinced;fo when the men of the world fhall fee of she 
you inthe midft of prevailing temptations, and you ””* 
: keep your felves untouched, ‘they will be convinced, 
and 
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Cap.23.| and fay, Surely there is a power with thefe that we 


Ze 


Os 


have not. 

Secondly, the overcoming of ftrong pafsions, this 
convinces them : When as thofe you live withal, fhall 
know there was a time you were outragious, and for- 
ward at every thing that did difpleafe you, and fince 
God hath wrought on your hearts, you can be meek, 
and patient, and thofe paffions and temptations 
cannot overcome you vow, that did before. When 
Chrift commanded the winds and feas and they were 
ftill at his word, they wondred and faid, Who is this, 
that the winds and feas obey him? And {o, when you 
have ftorms and paffions arife in you, and youby the 
word of God can make all. quiet, men will wonder, 
and fay, Who is this è 

Thirdly, if you be able to deny your felves im your 
wills and ends, thisisa thing they cannot do; but 
now the godly, if there come any word of God to 
thew their wils are not right,they do not only change 
the thing their will is upon, but their will is bowed to 
Gods word. And as it was with David, when he had 
Savlatan advantage, and might have had his own 
will upon Sasi, and yet {pared him, how did this con- 
vince Saul? Who having his Enemy, would have 
{pared him ¢ As ifhe had faid, If I had had thee at an 
advantage, at my own will, I wut have had my ends; 
And fo is there any thing that the men of the world 
can fee you may have your ends in, you fhould rather 
deny your felves in them. 

Brethren, Gods people are to ftrive, and contend 
with the world above all people, and that for God ; 
now then, that we may manifeft unto the world, that 
when we do contend withthem, that it is meerly - 

God, 


Moses bis € hoice. 
God, when it comes to our felves,and our own caufes, | Cap.23. 
we fhould be the moft yieldable people in the world. 
There is a time when we muft contend with the world, 
our confciences put us upon it, and the caufe of God 
puts us upon it, and then they fay we are ftubborn. 
proud fpirits; now to take off this reproach, and to 
convince them, it is not felf-will , therefore when it is 
onely your own caufe, yield tothe utmoft you can, 
and this will convince them , when you do not 
yield, thatit is not før felf, but for God, and con- 
{cience. 

Fourthly, do good forevil, thisis that whichthe| 4. 
men of the world cannotdo. Wemutt labor todo 
fome fingular thing for God; _if-you. onely.do good 
for good, the Publicans can do fo, but we muft do 
good for evil.» As it is reported: of Bifhop Cranmer, 
they ufed tofay of him, -Jf they would have Bifhop 
Cranmer their friend, let them dohim [ome ill turn: 
Do yownot think how you may:be, even with them 
that have done you an ill turn, but rather go home, 
and_all the way you are going, be mufing, and ftudy- 
ing how -you may return fome good to that man 
that hath done you wrong; .and {o, you fhall not bej 
even with him, but:above him; by this you fhall! 
heap coals of fire upon his head: This befeems the 
people of God, .that:are the peculiar of God. It 
was a notable {peech that Balsam, had in Numbers 
23.9. Lo, the people fhal dwell alone;-and {hall not be 
reckoned among the Nations: They are a people pe- 
culiar among ft themfelves; if they be fuch a people as 
are fo peculiar as they.muft not be reckoned amongft 
the Nations,then they muft:do fuch things ,as cannot 
be reckoned amongft the ways and works of the 
Nations. 
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Cap.23.| Nations. If we thould read all’ Authors of the Hea- 


thens, yet we may finde fuch things in Gods people; 
as we cannot finde in all the Authors. 

‘Fifthly, be joyful in affliction, rejoycing in God 
and Chrift,then when all outward delight fails in very 
convincing: If people fpeak fo much of faith, and 
living by faith onthe promifes, and yet if they be 
croft in any thing in the world, their hearts are as low 
and finking as the hearts of any; when men of the 
world fee this, they fay, Where is all their faith ? 
But if they fee when atfiiction comes, even fuch as 
would make their hearts fink, and the people of God 
carry them out chearfully, they will fay, Surely there 
is fome real principle in them that we cannot fee. As 
Fuftin Martyr, when he fawthe Chriftians fuffer 
{uch great things fo chearfully, fays he , Surely 
thefe men have more then the men of the world, they 
| have other principles, and fo he enquired what maner 


| of people they-were; and fo came to embrace the] . 


tiem n l 
It is not fo much to be merry and joyful over 
their cups; the people of God cannot be merry 


‘and joyful in-fenfual delights, but put them into 


afflictions and hardfhips, and they can be chearful 
more then you, they are not fo dumpifh and fad as 
the men of the world think they are. Chrift faid, 
I have meat to eat of which you know not of: The 
light of the candle is fed with ftinking tallow , but 
the light of the Sun hath influence from Heaven to 
feed it, and fois not foon blown out: And fo the 
joys of Gods people have other matter to feed them, 
and are not fo foon puffed out as the joys of the 
world. ul 
Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, in the people of God there thould be fe- es 


rioufnefs mixed with chcarfulnefs, and the mixture 
of both thefe makes Religion beautiful , for if pro- 
feffors of Religion will be merry, they prefently run 
into a lightnefs, and vanity of Spirit, and if they 
think to be ferious, they prefently grow dumpifh and 
fullen; but if. we could do fo, be fo chearful in our 
way, as to manifeft ferioufnefs, and {o ferious, as to 
manifeft chearfulnefs,this will be a mighty convince- 
ment to the world. 

Seventhly, the men of the world cannot be hum- 
ble in the encreafe of gifts, but the more encreafe 
of gifts Gods people have, the more humble they 
fhould be. They fhall fee fince the people of God 
did clofe one with another , they are encreafed in 
gifts , a poor boy, or girl or fervant,that underftood 
nothing before, ow they can underftand more, and 
with their underftanding their hearts are more hum- 
ble then before; this isa great convincement, That 
in the exercife of your gifts, there may not appear 
much of your felves, but much of God, is that you 
fhould much Jabor after in the exercife of your gifts, 
let them fee that God hath acquainted you with fuch 
divine myfteries,as fhould make them admire , Gods 
people fhould not onely labor to have words that are 
flat, but to have fuch gifts, as that they fhould know 
the fecrets of God, and of their own hearts, and of 
the hearts of others. You know when he in 1 Cor. 14. 
that was ignorant came into the Church, and faw 
gifts fo. exercifed, as the fecrets of his heart were 
opened, he faid, Surely God is there, We fhould not 
exercife gifts fo, as to fhew our parts in them, but ex- 
ercife them in fuch an humble mancr, as to convince 
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Cap.23. | the world of the excellency in communion with the 
Saints. 
-O brethren, labor to practice thefe things : O what 
a bleffed thing were it thatall of us might come to 
convert fouls! Though wowen may not preach in 
the Church, they may preach abroad in their wes, d - 
and in their families by their humble and godly con- | 
verfations ; 1 Cor. 7.16. What knowe(t thou, O wife, 
whether thou fhalt fave thy husband? Labor foto 
walk, as {ome foul may blefs God for you, and blefs 
God for your joyning with his people : Heretofore I 
Was a poor ignorant wretch, and minded nothing but 
to fatisfie the flefh, and heard many Sermons, and 
they never wrought upon me, but now I fee the holy 
converfation of {uch, this works upon me ; No mem- 
ber of a Church fhould fatisfie himfelf, until he have 
feen himfelf to work upon fome by his converfati- 
on. The people that God intends to bring to joyn 
with his Church, are faid to flye like Doves to their 
windows, Ifaiah 60. 8. Now Doves love white,clean, 
and lightfome places; wherefore {uch fhould be our 
converfations, fo white, clean, and lightfome , as 
thofe in whom God begins any work of grace, 
to be of Dove-like difpofitions, may come flying 
tous; and this is the-fourth branch of the exhor- 
tation. 
5 Fifthly, if there be fo much good to be had in this 
` | communion, labor to walk fo one with another, that 
when any come to joyn with you, they may finde 
that ma@e good which they heard of: though they 
do fuffer affliction to-come and joyn with you, yet 
when they are come in, they may finde all made 


up, thatthey may fay, Before I heard by the po. 
o 
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of others, there was fuch a comfortable life in \Cap.23, 
communion with fuch, which made me venture 
much, and wow I have found it made up to the full , 
yea, half of it was not told to me: O let us not give 
occafion to any to go and complain to God, and 
fay, I heard there was much good to be had in com- 
munion with thy people, and thereupon J was con-? 
tent ro venture much to enjoy it, and now I finde 
no fuch:.thing, I finde nothing bur jealoufies, and 
wranglings, and pride, and as much earthlinefs as 
before : if you give any occafion to, go ta God, 
and to make his moan thus, it will goillwithyou;} «a 
butgive occafion to others to blele God for you : 
therefore let there be a feet union among you,’ It 
isa promife in Zeph.3. They fhall [ferve the Lord with 
one confent, with one fhoulder , fo the words are; 
So every ane of you fhould fet your felves to ferve 
the Lord, quickning one anothers {pirits, careful for 
one anothers good, 

And when you come together, bring your living 
ends together: When youlay brands together, you 
donot lay the dead ends together, they will never 
kindle, but you lay the living burning ends tage- 
ther, and fo they kindle: And {0 when you come 
together, lay your living ends together, that when 
yougoaway, you may fay, I feel my heart warme 
ed; youthould never meet together, but that you 
might blefs God for your meeting, and by this 
a thew there isa power in this Ordinance of 

od. 
Itis obfervable, the great ftrenath that there is in 
a civil Ordinance, one would think there should 
be more in a fpiritual Ordinance: How comes it | 

X tO 
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to pafs, that two, thatit may. be a moneth or two 
before were meer ftrangers, and yet they coming 
tojoyn in marriage, if it be a true joyning, their 
hearts clofe more together, then to Father or Mother, 
to their children, that cameiout of their own bodies, 
or brother, or fifters that lay inthe fame womb, they 
cannot ‘have their hearts fo knit together, as thefe 
two have: From whence comes this? From the 
vertue of Gods Ordinance ; if it were not an Ordi- 
nance of God, it could not produce fuch an effet : 
If marriage, which is an Ordinance’ of God in 
civil things, and fo a civil Ordinance, have {fuch 
power to unite the heart, how much more fpiritval 
Ordinances, and communion, which is the higheft Or- 
dinance for uniting the heart? and therefore we 
fhould look for more then a natural power init: For 
people to love one another, and to do good to one 
another, hath a natural power to unite the heart , But 
do you look upon this communion as having the 
greateft power to unite the heart, by vertue of an 
Ordinance, that fo all who have fuffered never fo 
much to joyn with you, may fee all recompenced up 
to the full; and never have a repenting thought for 
that they have fuffered and ventured. 


CHAP. 
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We Should fatisfie our {elves in communion with the 
-a “Saints, and improve tt tothe utmoft- advantage 
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s Gain, another branch of ‘the:exhortation is 
As: if there be fo much good 'to be had in 

A this communion, ;\abar.to fatisfie your {elves 
init, fo asto take heéd of breaking from it ;: the'for- 
faking the:aflemblies of the Saints); <is made by the 
Apoftle an argument of Apoftacy ; Heo. 10. 253 Not 
forfaking the affembling our felvestagether, as the 
miner. of. fome. iss *Donorthink tògò and;make! 
your-comfort with going:;'-and'joyning with 


world. Certainly, when men that:are: members of | 


a Church hall for: form come arid: joyn :with:Gods 
peoples but.their, con{ciences tell them, when they’ 
are in'the world, their hearts are.. more:côntent'and; 
fatished ; this is an-argumentof acarnal heart, that 
hath dallied-with God: Itis a difhonor to’ godly 
mens; as-men that are. raifed to. high priviledges, 
countit a difhonor: to-company .witfr. thofe that-are 
mean. Thofe who were free.of thé City of Rowe, 
were not to'be free of any other place. Itisenough. 
that we are Citizens of the zew Fergfalem, levusta-_ 
risfieour felves inthise? hoe ta immut ma Lott) 
“Godly men, though never fo pooryare to look-up- 
on thofe who are carnal, as. bafe and vile, efpecially | 
to think to take fatisfaétion in esting, and drinking, | 
and playing with them, when as. thereare. fuch holy, 
Ordinances, and high priviledges with ‘Gods peo- 
ple, to {atishe your {elves in, and in thofe. your hearts | 
K e E with- 
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withdraw from them; Certainly, your hearts muft 
needs be very carnal and fenfual : Can God take it, 
well at thy hands,to go and thake hands with his ene- 
mies ¢ Fob 8:20., Gad will not take thewicked by 
the hand, fo itis in fome of your books , Why then 
will you? Canft thou bein any place where thou 
fecit God difhonoredj-and be merry 2: Certainly, 
the fight of fin, wherefoever it is committed, fhould ; 
caufe horror:in the:heart s thus ir was: with David, 
Pfalm 119.53: Horror hath taken hold apon me, be- 
caufeof the wicked that forfake thy Law’: It fhould 
make men forbear to come into fuch company where 
they-fee fin committed, ws > vAn LLT pari 
|q. Irisreportedof> cAteRentews the. Hetrurian: Ty- 
\ rant; that:he:devifed: this torment; to chain lave 
mans and:a dead man together, and fo wherefloever 
he went, -he.fhould:have the dead man “torot before 
him, and dtink«n his: noftrils; till he: was poyfoned | 
with its) Sarely this was'agreatmifery,amoft grie 
vous death: ‘And: Gods people fhould count itas 
eteat an evil to have filthy dead wretches that are un» 
favoury inany: thing that. is good, to be joysed with 
them: David praysin Pfal.26: 9:Gather not my foul 
with {inners - Would you not ‘have your fouls ga: 
thered with finners ‘hereafter ?“forthe prefent take 
heed of joyning with them. It was the: prayer once 
that I have heard of a good Gentlewoman, when fhe 
was to dye, being in much trouble of confcience, 
O Lord, let me not.go.to hellwhere the wicked are, 
for Lord thou knoweft, I never loved their company 
here ; She prayed with David, Lord gather not my 
foul with finners »if youwould have evidence that 
‘God will notgdther your fouls to finners,but that he 

will 
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will gather them to the godly, labor to fatisfie your | Cap: 24- 
fouls with Gods people. 

Seventhly, if there be fo much good in this way, 
labor to improve it to the utmoft: Wherefore is there 
a price inthe hand of a fool? This is agreat price; 
if many had feenthe days that we have feen, how 
would they have bleffed God? what ufe would they 
have made of them? Seeing God therefore hath 
given you this opportunity, improve it: if you have 
any advantage in your trading, you will improve it. 
Take heed of fuch things as may hinder that good 
you may have in communion with the Saints : What 
atey? 

The firt thing that I would forewarn Chriftians 
of, itis /#lennefs of fpirit, that makes them love 
folitarinef{s rather then communion; and this is a- 
mongf{t many that have true grace: and certainly it 
comes fometimes from abundance of pride, for if 
they come among others, they think they fhall dif- 
cover their weaknefs, and rather then they will dif- 
cover their weaknefs, they will deprive themfelves 
of allthat good whichthey might have. Confider 
how unfaithfully you deal with God, God hath 
given you atalent, and you are not to wrap itupin a 
napkin, but to ufe it for God. Again, it is a wrong 
tothe Church, for your gifts are not your own, but 
the Church hath an intereft in them, and therefore 
youare to ule them for their good. Again, you do 
much wrong to the Ordinance of God , when you 
do prefer the contenting ofa pettifh humor, betore 
the Ordinance of God. God threatens it as a 
judgement, Hofea 4.16. To feed his people as a Lamb 
in alarge place, that is, to fcatter them from the 
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ap.24.| fold, that they fhould go one and one, as a Lamb 
bleating alone in the wilde wildernefs : take heed you 
do not bring it upon your felves. 
Danger off Again, there is a great deal of danger in this folita- 
olitarinefs.| rinefs of {pirit. 

Firft, there will foon grow a wonderful drinefs,and 
barrennefs of fpirit: Itis juft with God to deprive 
men of gifts, that havenot hearts to improve the | 
gifts that God hath given them. 
z. Again, you will be ready torun into error, and 

{trange conceits; for if you obferve the workings 
of your hearts, you have ftrange opinions of things, 
and think you are fure of them, and when you come 
amongft others, though you could not fee the weak- 
nefs of your opinions, others can quickly fee 
them, whereas if you will not comeamongft them, 
but be ftiff in your opinions, you may run into 
errors. 
3. -| Again, you will be lyableto the temptations of 
Satan; immoderate folitarinets, is joyned with im- 
moderate melancholy, which is the common fhop 
of the Devil for to forge his temptations in, and it 
isa great evil to keep the Devils temptations clofe , 
and therefore come into communion with the 
Saints. 

And fecondly, when you do come into commuñi- 
on, take heed of pride, pride fometimes keeps. away 
from communion, and pride is a great hinderance to 
the benefit of communion: As round things do 
not joyn but onely in one point, but take flat 
things, and they joyn in every point, and fo hearts 
{woln with pride cannot joyn withothers, but onely 
in fuch particulars as will ferve their turns, but i we 
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have plain hearts, we will clofe in all things. If a | Cap.24. 


bladder be blown with wind, when you touch it or 
handle it, it goes away, but when itis pricked, it 
falls, and you may handle it: fo hearts that are 
{fwoln with pride, will not -clofe as low humble 
hearts will. A fwoln member is fit for nothing, but 
all members muft ferve that ; As a gouty leg, all the 
members muft tend that, but it is unfit to be fervice- 
able toany: and fo a proud heart, it expects every 
one fhould attend it,but when it comes to be fervice- 
able to any, itis unfit. 

Thirdly, take heed of envyizg at the gifts and 
graces of one anothef; the wicked men of the world 
do envy one another,becaufe the good they look up- 
on as their laft end, is fo ftrait, that ifone have much 
room, the other is {traitned ; but the godly need not 
be ftraitned, their good is in God, and they have 
place enough to expatiate themfelves, and {atisfie 
themfelves. If men were riding or failing in a nar- 
row paflage, they would envy him that were {ailing 
before them, that hinders; but in the Sea they do 
notenvy them, becaufe they have room enough to 
fail: Soin Chriftians that place their happinefs in 
God, where there is room enough, there ihould not 
be envy. 

Fourthly,take heed of pettihnefs and frowardne/s, 
or paffions, thefe do darken communion: the meek 
{pirit is fit for communion. Mofes fuffered much for 
communion with Gods people, and indeed he was fit 
to get good, and to do good by communion, he was 
the meckeft man upon earth. 

Fifthly , take heed of felf-eads in communion : 
when men are fo politick, as to wheel about their 
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Cap.24. | owa eads, and not feem to aym at fuch things, this 
hinders the fiweetnefS of communion, and though 
fuch may carry things a while, as not to be difcerned, 
yet at laft they will be difcerned to have felf-ends, 
and all will be fhy of them. If you would have 
feet communion indeed, labor for open hearts to 
one another, that you may truft one another. 

6. Sixthly, labor {o to improve your communion now, 
as every time you do enjoy it, it may make your 
hearts to fpring, putting you in minde of that blef- 
fed communion you fhall have with God, and his 
people; and think thus, If we finde fo much joy, in 
enjoying communion with Gods people here, what 
will there be in that communion our fouls fhall 
have in Heaven, when we fhall not onely have com- 
munion with fome few of Gods fervants, but with 
all, Abraham, Ifaac, and -facob,: and all the 

Opracla- | Prophets, and Patriarchs ? As Cicero hath a no- 
”>\ table fpeech concerning the happinefs of his death , 
lud animo-| O famous day, that I fhall go to the counfels of 
rī concilt | thofe farnous men, that I {hall go from this rout 
gue prof- | OË people, and go and converfe with thofe famous 
cifears @} men! But brethren,for us to think that we through 
ae | Gods mercy, here have communion with Gods 
colluvione | people, and {hall hereafter enjoy communion with 
difcedam: | the Saints of God for ever, what is it worth the en- 
pefiilar | during? if it were but the enjoying of commu- 
adeos | nion with cAofes alone, it were worth all you have 
fewn virei endured ; and therefore comfort your felves for the 
“ dixi, | prefent in that you have, and let your hearts be rai- 
federiam | fed in hope of better things hereafter , when you 
oe fhall have them perfect. Now we rejoyce that we 


Cicero d| are with Gods people, if they be conferring about 
feneciute. any 
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any thing of God and Chrift ; but hereafter w€ 
fhall fee nothing but God in his Saints, we fhall 
fee the full glory of God fhining in them; then the 
very bodies of the Saints fhall fhine more glorious 
then the Su» , How glorious fhall their fouls be then? 
There fhall the beno more danger of fallings out, 
and frampold carriages, no more jealoufiesand fu- 
(pitions , but we fhall {ee the image of God perfeét- 
lyin them; and we fhall have perfect love to rejoyce 
in the falvation of any as in your own falvation, and 
then we fhall be with them in all holy exercifes : It 
is good to be with Gods people, to trade with them, 
but better to be with them to pray with them, to re- 
ceive Sacraments with them, the better the exercife 
is, the better itis to be withthem: Then what is it 
to enjoy communion with them, and to be always 
in holy exercifes, always finging praifes to the Lamb, 
and giving glory to him that fitteth on the Throne 
fer evermore, blefling God for the great Myftery 
of the Gofpel : And therefore improve your com- 
munion fo here, as not onely to put you in minde of 
your communion hereafter, but to prepare and fit 
your fouls for it: And thus is this point finifhed ; 
and now we are come to the feventh and laft Do- 
Ctrinal point, out of Mofes his Choice, which is 
from the laft words of the Verfe, Then to enjoy the 


pleafures of fin for a feafon. 
The Do@rinal Conclufion is this : 
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CuHape. X XV. 


Whatfoever is but for a feafon, cannot fatisfie a graci- 
ous heart. 


tisfie a gracious heart : Or, Nothing but that 

which is eternal, can fatisfie a gracious heart. 
Mofes, if he would have been fatisfied with any 
thing that abided but for a feafon, he might have 
had fatisfaction enough; but his heart was fet upon 
eternity, and therefore could have no fatisfaction in 
things that were but for a feafon. St. Paul faysin 
2 Cor.4.18. We look not at things that are feen but at 
the things which are not feen; for the things which 


are feen are temporal, but the things which are not 


T whatfoever is but for 4 feafon, cannot fa- 


feen are eternal, We do not fo much as lookat 


things feen, for they are temporal, but there are 
other things. that our hearts are upon, which are 
eternal; we look not at things that are feen, but at 
things not feen: The word notes thefe two things 
efpecially, not onely that we believe things that are 
not feen, eternal things, but we look at them, we 
minde them; we do not much minde things that 
are temporal, but eternal things are minded of us. 
Secondly, we do not make things that are feer, 
that are temporal, to be our fcope and aim; that 
which fatisfies the heart, is that which is looked at as 
the end, and aim, and {cope of the fpirit: fo that if 
a man could look at things feen as his aim and 
{cope, they would fatisfie him, but nothing that is 
feen can be the {cope and aim of a gracious heart, 
but eternal things are his {cope and aim, and there- 


fore they fatisfie him. 
That 
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That nothing which is but for a feafon, can fatisfie | Cap.25. 
a heart rightly principled, appears: — He 

Firft, becaufe there is no proportion between an |thing can 
immortal foul, and fading tranfitory things; indeed a 
the fenfitive foul that does depend upon the prefent |. 
temper of the body, that is fatisfied onely with pre- 
fent things, and the reafon is, becaufe it depends up- 
on that which is prefent ; but the rational foul being 
immortal, and not depending upon any fuch thing, 
whatfoever it be that continues not for ever, cannot 
fatisfie it. 

Secondly, a gracious heart knows the things of 
eternity after another maner then any other does, 
God hath revealed eternal things to it, and upon the 
fight of thofe eternal things, it comes to know it is 
taken off from all temporal things; for all temporal 
things, be they never fo glorious, yet in comparifon 
of eternal, they are but as the point of a centre to an 
infinite circumference : Indeed while a man knows no 
better then temporal things, the heart is let out up- 
on them, as the greateft good, but when it comes 
to know the things of eternity, the heart is greatned, 
and all temporal things are but {mall to that foul , 
when it comes to know what an eternal Godis, and 
what an eternal crown is, and an eternal inheritance, 
when it knows that God does intend to communi- 
cate-himfelf eternally to his creature, it cannot be 
fatished, unlefs it knows it fhall live to enjoy thofe 
things that God fhall communicate eternally. 

Thirdly, a gracious {pirit hath received an eternal 
principle within it, that does work the heart beyond 
things for a feafon, that works the heart all to eter- 
nity ; forthe work of Grace that is in the foul, it 
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Cap. 254+ is begotten of theimmortal feed of the Word, and 
it isan eternal principle, that is infufed by God in- 
toit, and therefore it works beyond things that are 
for afeafons; every creature works according to the 
nature of its principles; as fenfitive creatures ac- 

cording unto fenfitive principles, and rational crea- 
tures according unto rational principles, but grace 
is beyond reafon, and is of an everlafting nature, and 
therefore it works the heart beyond all that is but for 
a feafon. 

4. Fourthly, a gracious heart cannot be fatisfied 
with things that are but for a feafon, becaufe God 
hath loved fuch a heart with an eternal love, and 
there is the impreflion of the fame love in the foul, 
that carries the foul to God in fome meafure with 
that love wherewith itis loved, that caufes the foul 
to love God with an eternal love, and not to be fa- 
tisfied with any work of love that it can work in 
time ; and therefore grace muft have eternity for to 
manifeft the love again that it hath to God, or elfe it 
hath not a love proportionable in its meafure to the 
love wherewith God hath loved it, but that is in 
every gracious heart. 

5 |- Fifthly, there is a kinde of image of Gods é#f- 
nitenefs inthe foulsof men, and according to this 
print of Gods infinitenef{s, the enjoyment of. God 
is defired, where the heart is gracious: thoughit is 
true, our fouls are not infinite creatures in them{elves, 
yet having a print of Gods infinitenefs upon them, 
they maniteft this in their infinite defires,; and be- 
caufe they cannot enjoy an actual infinite good in 
themfelves, therefore they defire an infinite good in 
duration atleaft, let there be never fo much good, 

yea, 
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yea,as much as an infinite power can let out for pre- | Cap.35. 


{ent good, yet this does-not fatisfie the foul, unlefs 
it can have it infinitely for duration; for an enlight- 
ned foul knows that it is not capable to hold that 
good that an infinite God can, and hath a purpofe to 
communicate to his creature, if it fhould come all 
together, therefore it defires to enjoy communica- 
tion of what good it is capable of to alleternity. 
To receive good from God is not fufficient, except 
| it be received in an infinite way; now it cannot receive 
any’ thing infinite for the prefent, and therefore it 
muft have it in an infinite way in regard of duration. 

‘Sixthly, there isnothing-that is but for a feafon, 
can fatishe a gracious heart, but it muft be fome eter- 
nal thing, becaufe fuch a one hath received light 
from God to underftand the infinite confequence of 
eternity, tomake any good to be infinite, or any evil 
to be infinite : “When asone enjoys any good, and 
knows it fhall continue infinitely, it makes that pre- 
fent good to have a kinde of iafinitene{s init, and 
and fo for evil , if there be any evil upon the heart; 
though the evil fhould be never fo little, yet if it be 
anevil, and the foul knows it muft continue infinite- 
ly, it puts a kinde of żzfinitenefs to every moment ; 
and that is the principal thing that makes the mifery 
of the damned to'be fo miferable, and the happinefs 
of the godly fo happy; they are not onely Lappy 
and miferable, becaute they {hall be happy and 74- 
ferable for ever, but becaufe they know there is coz- 
tinance in happinefs, and in mifery ; their knowledge 
of thisis that which puts infinite weight upon every 
moment. i 

Suppofe a beaft fhould have happinefs fuitable. to 


its 
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J its nature for eternity, that. would: come: infinitely 
fhort of the happinefs of a rational creature, that 
knows wherein happinefs confifts, and what eternity 
iss for the beat enjoys nothing but the prefent hap- 
pinefs, but.a reafonable -creatureit.hath happinefs 
for the prefent, and it can by the thoughts of the 
minde fetch in the infinitenefs of the duration, and 
put it upon the prefent content it receives,and fo have 
infinite {atisfa¢tion every moment: . And-fo for.mi- 
{ery ; it were not fo much if God by-his power fhould 
hold a brute beaft in the fire eternally yas if ay man 
were in mifery ; becaufe though: it hath pains;) yer it 
hath no thought of future pains, but what itnow 
feels : But if a rational creature be inmifery,. by the 
thoughts of his minde, he can fetch all the.’pains 
that {hall be in hundred thoufands of years, and:put 
them upon that inftant, and this makes it to bemi- 
ferable indeed, in a kinde of infinitenefs, beyond that 

which any other creature is capable of. J 
You think to be tortured with fire is miferable,and 
to be {o eternally is miferable ; but there is fomething 
more, every inftant you fhall be in mifery, there fhall 
bea kinde of, infinitenefs, becaufe you {hall by your 
thoughts bring whatfoever is to come, and put it up- 
on the prefent moment, and nothing can {wallow up 
a mans {pirit fo muchas this, if he underftands eter- 
nity. Now then a gracious heart that knows this, 
that knows what the confequence of eternity is, can- 
not be fatisfied, except it hath made good provifion 
for eternity ; whatfoever it enjoys for the prefent, 
| cannot fatisfie the foul,unlefs it hath made good pro- 
vifion for that which it underftands, to be of fuchin- 
finite confequence as it is. A foul that unelee 
the 
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the confequence of eternity, fees it as an infinite O- |Cap.as. 


cean, that it is lanching into, and muft for ever 
{wim in: Now if aman were to go a voyage inthe 
vaft Ocean, that he muft go thoufands of miles, 
could he be content that he had made provifion of 
fucha Veffel, that he could make fhift to get over 
{fome narrow water with? fo itis here, yea, this fi- 
militude comes fhort of the expreffion of the folly 
of any that knows any thing concerning eternity, to 
think to fatisfie themielves in any thing that is but 
fora feafon ; for any thing that is but for a feafon, let 
it befor aslonga feafonas you will, if it were for 
Methufelahs {eafon, that is but as fome {mall Brook, 
and what is this to the going of many thoufand 
miles in the infinite vaft Ocean ? and therefore a gra- 
cious heart knowing the vaftnefs of it, except it hath 
made fome provifion for it,can never be quieted with 
what it can enjoy fora feafon. 

Seventhly, a gracious heart cannot be fatisfied in 
any thing that is but for a feafon, becaufe there is no- 
thing thatis but for a feafon, but it can make the 
end of itas really prefenc; If fobe that the end of 
things that are but for a feafon were prefent, they 
could not {atisfie: Nowa gracious heart makes the 
end of all things that are but for a feafon to be really 
prefent: If grace enables a man to make the things 
of God, and eternal things to be prefent , much 
more will grace in the heart make the end of all 
worldly things to be really prefent : Now a gracious 
heart being wife, and confidering, and looking upon 
thefe things that are but for a‘feafon, as if the end 
| now were; hence itis that it hath the fame judge- 


ment of things that are but fora feafon now, as it 
fhall 
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Cap.ss. | thall have when the end of all fhall be: Now when 
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the end of all things we enjoy for a feafon is come, 


“i then every man will fee the vanity of them, and cry 


out of them, and fay they will not fatishe: Yea, 

we fhall not onely fee the vanity of them, but in | 
fome refpect fecita greater mifery, then if we had | 
never enjoyed them, now that thing which will not 
onely fail us, but when it fhall fail us, it will bea 
greater vexation to us that we had them, then if we 
had never enjoyed it, certainly they which know this 


| cannot be fatistied with it. 


Eighthly, a gracious heart makes ufe of all the 
experiences that it hath had of the vanity of the crea- 
ture, of all things that are but for a feafon, when 
God inthe way of his providence gives to one that 
is gracious, experience of things, he will treafure 
up his experience: vain light hearts, though God 
do give them experience of the vanity of the crea: | 
ture, and of things that are but fora feafon, they 
do not treafure up their experiences but though they 
cry outof the vanity.of the creature at fome time, 
yet they run out againas greedily in their defires af- 
ter it as before:but a gracious heart findes when God 
takes away the creature, wherein ic had placed a 
great deal of confidence, God hath thewedic how 
fading it was,and the fetled condition of it isnothing | 
but vanity : and fo the experience of the vanity of | 
former things,does take off his heart from any thing 
that it looks upon as abiding for a {eafon. 

Laftly, that which is but for a feafon, does want 
an efpecial ingredient in it,which is required for fatif- 
faction: the fpecial ingredient unto {atisfaction , is 
fecunity, that there may be foul-fafe fecurity. An- 
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Auguftine fays, The foul cannot enjoy any thing Capas. 


freely with fatisfaction, unlefs it can enjoy it with 
fecurity :s Now when the foul enjoys a thing fora 
feafon, it cannot be fatisfied, becaufe it muft be foli- 
citous to provide fomething when that is gone, which 
it hath for the prefent. So that thefe arguments be- 
ing put together, you may fee evidently, Nothing 
that is for a feafon can give fatisfaction to a gracious 
heart.. Having laid thefe things in the explication of 
the point, all that we have to dois to apply it. 

Hence we may fee the excellency of a true graci- 
ous fpirit: where there is grace inthe foul, it puts a 
wonderful excellency upon the foul,as in many other 
refpects, fo this one does wonderfully declare the ex- 
cellency of agracious heart, that it is {o raifed, {fo 
enlarged, fo greatned, that nothing that is for a fea- 
fon can fatishe it, but it looks for things beyond a fea- 
fon. Let all the world, the things that are in Heaven 
and Earth, prefeat themfelves to the foul to fatisfie 
it, the foul will fay, What are you , temporal or eter- 
nal 2? If the anfwer be given temporal, the foul re- 
jects them, and puts them off as too mean things to 
be fatisfaction for it; If you had brought eternity 
with you, fays the foul, I could have embraced you, 
and clofed with you, and have been fatisfiedin the 
enjoyment of you, butif the infcription of eternity 
be not in you,you are too mean for me, my happinets 
is not here, I inuft look higher, I am loft tor ever if I 
do not look higher then thefe things. When Bafil 
was offered money and preferment to tempt him, he , 
anfwers, Give money that may laft for ever, and glory 
that may eternally flourifh. l 
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Cuar. XXVI. 


Perfwafions to take of the heart from temporal 
things. : 


gument, to take off our fpirits from all earthly 

things that are here below, Let us look upon 
all things in the world as under this notion, that 
they are but for a feafon, and Jet us improve this at- 
gument to the utmoft that poflibly we can, for the 
working our hearts off from the things of this world. 
The beauty of all worldly things is but as a fair pi- 
ure drawn upon the Ice, that melts away with ir; 
The fafbion of this world paffeth away. When Alex- 
ander faw himfelf wounded, and in danger of death, 
he then faw the vanity of thofe flatterers that would 
have perfwaded him he was 4God: Sowhen we fee 
thofe things upon which we fet our hearts, as if our 
chief good, as if a Deity were in them, to be 
wounded, and ready to perifh, let us learn to alter 


S Econdly, hence letus all make ufe of this Ar- 


jour thoughts of them, to takeoff our hearts from 


them. 

Much may be done in the improving of this argu- 
ment, of the fading vanifhing`nature of creature- 
comforts : the Scripture makes much ufe of it to take 
off the hearts of People from them , Why wilt thou 
fet thy heart upon that which isnot? Riches have 
wings and will fly away, It charges.them that have 
riches, that they treft not in uncertain riches: Man 
that is made in honor abides not , They fine tothe Ta- 
bret and Harp, and make merry, and in a moment they 
go downto hell, This Mofes argument, is the ftrong 

l Scripture 
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Scripture argument: there is nothing but wmcertain- | Cap.26. 
ty, mutability ,vanity upon every creature that is here 
below. The fafhion of the world paffeth away, and 
the luftre of its there is no enduring fubftance here : 
Thofe in the Hebrews were content to part with any 
thing that endured but for a feafon, {othey might 
have an enduring fubftance : and fo Abraham looked 
fora City thas had foundations, Heb. 11.10. thefe 
cities have no foundations. 

Allearthly things are like the earth it felf, it hangs 
upon nothing, Fob 26.7. and therefore there can be 
no certainty in them, no continuance in the enjoy- 
ment of them: neither will the things of this world [Nuta res 
abide, they perifh in the ufing of them, and that en. 
which perifhes in the ufing,we muft not fet our hearts Jomnfque ” 
upon. Its the expreffion of Gregory Nyffen, The things palistss 
of the world are as if a man were writing upon the Woes 
water with his finger, as any thing is written, the im- jeieecur. 
preffion vanifhes, and nothing appears, not as one Pe 
were writing upon the fand or duft, which although} °°” 
any little wind blows fmooth, yet it ftays a while till 
the wind rifeth : So the creature is not vaiz onely be- 
caufeit leaves us after a while, but the comfort of}. 
the creature leaves us in the ufing. 

Seneca fays We live amongst things that are perifh- ¥ onc 


ing. We hear much of the vanity of the creature, ‘ys. 
and we can {peak much of it,but how is it improved? Cur ea qua 
how if you perifh eternally for fecting your hearts 44 "fu" 
upon thefe things? and notwithftanding all your oferon 
talk, this dreadful noife fhall be heard from you, Pointy aa 
We have loft eternity, for [etting our hearts upon pe 
things that were for a feafon. It isa notable fpeech depefics 7 
that Ambrofe hath , Why will you make that which Ambrck 
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Cap.26.| cannot be eternal for ule, eternal for punifhment ? It 


den a RE ae RS Spc re 


is fading, inregard of the ufe, but it proves to be 
eternal in regard of the punithment. 

Therefore when any temptation comes, to draw 
your hearts to any thing that gives content to the 
flefh for a fedéfon,O that you might improve this Ar- 
gument to refift the temptation! What, fhall I 
while away that time I have to improve for eternity 
to feek after you, and take content and pleafure in 
you ? you are not onely temporal your felves but you 
do hazard the lofs of eternal things, and hazard the 
bringing of eternal evils. And therefore do not 
think it much that I prefs this argument, becaufe it 
is ordinary : all that perifh, per/h becaufe they fet 
their hearts upon that which is for a feafon:and there- 
fore though the knowledge of this in fome general 
notion be ordinary, yet the truth is, to know it 
powerfully indeed, and effectually, it is a riddle to 
the world. 

It is a notable place we have in Pfalm 49. 3,4. 
The whole {cope of the Pfalm, is to {hew the 
happy fecure eftate of tae godly in all troubles, 
and the vanifhing condition of all ungodly in 
profperity, now mark how he calls to us in the 
beginning of this Pfalm, to hearken to this ar- 
gument: We might fay, this is an argument.we 
have heard a hundred times, and know what it 
is, Why fhould we hearken fo? Though you 
think this is an ordinary Theam, yet this is the 
great wifdom, and underftanding of a gracious 
heart to know; this is the dark faying that I will 
open, fo. fays the Pfalmift, ~My mouth fhall 
[peak of wifdom, and the meditation of my heart 


hall | 
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hall be of underftanding, Iwill open my dark faying : \Cap.26. 
So when you hear us {peaking of this argument, 
you fay, This isan ordinary argument; but the true 
knowledge of itis a dark hidden thing to the men 
of the world, and it is the work of the Spirit of 
God, to make men know this truly : and when 
God works any faving work upon the foul, he be- 
gins in this way, to fettle upon the foul this truth, 
Thatall the things that it hath fatisfied it felf in, are 
fading; and what is a year or two, to enjoy all 
-the contentments my heart can defire, if then I muft 
be gone, and bid farewel to all ¢ have not I an im- 
mortal foul? and when fhall be the time that I hall 
provide for eternity ¢ And therefore I befeech you 
look into this argument, and ponder ita little more. 
There are three worms that are in every thing of 
the world, to eat out the ftrength of it, and make 
it fading. 
Firft, the worm that is bredinthe natural princi- 
ples; the things that we fet our hearts upon,are made 
of fading principles. 
Secondly, there is the worm of the general curfe 
that is come upon them by mans fin. 
Thirdly, there is another worm, and that is the 
particular eurfe that we bring upon the creatures, by 
our own proper fins, as efpecially when we fet our 
hearts upon any fading tranficory things below: all 
things in the world are fubject to vanity by the geze- | 
ral carfe, but the particular curfe makes them more | 
vain : and fhall we think to fatisfie our felves in the | 
things of the world, that have thefe three worms, | 
feeding upon them continually to eat out the ftrength 
of them ¢ - 


~ 


i What | 
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What are your hearts upon ¢ J urge it upon you as 
in the name of God, and anfwer in your fecret 
thoughts, What are your hearts upon ¢ either upon 
things that are for a feafon, or eternal ¢ Things that 
are esernal, you look upon them as high notional 
things, that never took up your thoughts much : but 
to gO into company, and eat, and drink, and laugh, 
and get money, thefe are the things that are but 
for afeafon, and thefe your hearts clofe with, and 
blefs themfelvesin. Whatare become of all thofe 
that have had as great dealings, and as many merry 
meetings as you, and have fatisfied the flefhas much 
as you? they are gone, rotten in their graves, and 
their fouls it may be crying under the wrath of an in- 
finite God, and all their bravery and delight at an 
end; would you bein their condition? Itisa good 
bi xu- | obfervation of Abulenjis, to fhew to us the vanity 
e of all worldly excellency, that thofe who have been 

| the moft glorious, in wha: man accounts glorious 
and excellent, have had inglorious ends, by which 
ders mee their glory hath been ftained, and thereby our 
bi) hearts might be taken off from {uch things, and fet 
upon thofe things which are fo glorious as they will 
make us forever glorious. He initances in Sampfou 
for ftrength, and yet whata contemptible end had 
he? So Abfolom tor beauty, E for po- 
licy, Afael for {wiftnefs , Alexander for great con- 
quefts, and yet after twelve years poyfoned. He in- 
{tances likewife in Kingdoms, the Chaldean, Perfi- 
an, Grecian, Roman, how foon were they gone ¢ It 
isa notable fpeech Augu/fine hath: Go, (fays he) 
and mark and attend the Sepulchres of rich men,and 
when you fee their rotten bones, confider who they 
once 


Abulenfis 
in 2. Regis 
c 14. 2 
20. (7 in 
Co17-G.21 


Quoties 
juxia fe~ 
pulebrain 
divitis 
tranfitis, 
7029 VOS ut 
diligenter 
infpiciath, 
Ubi (unt 
eorit divi- 
tre vel or- 
nAIMCNEL u” 
bi gloriz, 
ubi luxu- 


hoc quod tu 
es ego fui,» 
ct quod ego 
fum,modg 


meum, CP 


Moses bis Choice. 


ek 


once were, and know they do cry unto Ly ; O you |Cap.26. 


men, why do you feek fo much to fatisfie your felves 
inthefe fading things, and heap upon your {elves 
vexation, to attain happine(s for your {elves in thefe 
things ¢ Confider our bones here, and be ftruck with 
4 aftonifhment,to abhor your luxury and covetoufnefs; 
for, fays he, they cry thus to you, You now are, and 
wewere, and time will be, when you fhall be what 
wearer, 

And then confider with your felves, what a dole- 
ful condition that manisin, that hath fet his heart 
upon things that are for a feafon - When thofe are at 
an end, he may fay, Now the thoughts of my heart, 
and all my hopes are at an end; now I muft bid an 
eternal farewel to all my comforts, to husband, and 
wife, and neighbors, and friends, and companions ; 
Ifhall never meet with you more, and never have 
mirth and jollity, and {porting, and gaming any 
more, but I muft bid farewelto all, the Sua is fet, 
and the feafon is at anend for all my comfort, and 
before me I fee an infinite vat Ocean, and I muft 
lanchinto it; Lord, what provifion have I for it ¢ 
What a dreadful fhreek will that foul give, that fees 
an infinite Ocean it muft lanch into, and fees no pro- 
vifion thatit hath made for it? Indeed thofe that 
dye, and are befotted, and know nothing of this 
infinite Ocean thatthey muft lanch into, they are 
never troubled ; but thofe that dye, and their con{ci- 
ences are enlightned, they have given a moft dread- 
ful fhreek, to fee themfelves lanching into an infinite 
Ocean of fcalding Lead, and muft {wim naked in it 
for ever. 

And therefore improve this argument, to take off 

Y 94. your 
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your hearts fromithings below, and fay, What good 
will it be to me that I have been merry, and would 
have my will? I came to hear the word, and that 
was working to pull my luft from me, but my heart 
was fet upon my luft, and I would have it: When 
my luft {hall be atan end, what good will it.be.to 
me, to remember I had my luft and pleafure,. and 
delight? This will afford little comfort after it is: 
gone: Youmay live a year or two, and be drunk 
many atime that while, and have pleafure in unclean- 
nefs, and befot your felves; confider, many have 
had pleafuresin the fiefh, that now are gone, and 
within two or three years it may be faid of you, Such 
a one was at {fuch a Sermon, and heard, That all 
things that endure but for a feafon would not fatisfie, 
and now he is gone;and if you will {atisfie your {elves 
‘in thefe things that are for a feafoz, you may cry out 
inthe anguifh of your fouls, and fay, Such a day 
{uchan argument was treated upon, and I. heard, 
Nothing that is but for a feafon will fatisfe the hearr, 
and how I fhould hazard my eternal happinefs, if I 
fet my heart upon them ; And I heard, I had not 
onely a little River to {wim over, but an infinite O- 
cean to lanch into, and yet I have fought after thefe 
things that are but fora feafon, to fatisfie my flefhin 
them; now my feafon is gone, and Iam lanching 
into eternity, the Lord knows what fhall become 
of me. 

It was the fad expreffion of Lyfimachus, who had 


O Dii,qua Aa 

brevis vo- | loft his Kingdom for one draught of water, For what 
luptacis f 7 

‘ine ‘| a fort pleafure have I made my felf a fervant ? So 
rege me fe-| Confider what a foul-finking thought this will be to 
ci fervum?) think hereafter ; O God, for how fhort pleafure 


have 
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One who was made according to the Image of God, 
who had means for eternal life, yet now am undone 
forever! Iris reported of Pope Sixtus the fifth, that 
he fold his foul to the Devil, to enjoy the glory and 
pleafure of. the Popedom for feven years: What in- 
finite folly poffefleth the hearts of the children of 
men, who were made for eternity, to venture eter- 
nal mifcarrying fora few years, yea, a few hearts 
contentment to the flefh! The Lord keep us from this 
defperate folly. 

Wherefore when we finde our hearts beginning 
to be let out upon any temporal good, make ufe of 
this argument, and let us mufe with our felves, This 
content and pleafure we have, bur will irabide 2 I 
was made to abide for ever, I was made for that 
good that muft abide for ever. What are a few years 
here. Thofe who abide longeft in the enjoyment 
of health and profperity, their time is but as a bubble, 
they are gone, andthe memory of them is nerifhed. 
Pliny fays, there was a miraculous example of one 
Xenophilus , who lived a -hundred and five years 
without ficknefs : But what is this to eternity ? 124.7. 
cap. 5. ae 
_ There is a notabe ftory of Theodorus a yong man, 
there being a time of great feftivity and joility in Z- 
gypt, and there was a great deal of feafting and mu- 
fick and delight in his fathers houfe: The yong man 
withdrew himfelf from all the company, and.got 
alone, and fell a meditating thus, Here delight and 
content tothe flefh, I may have what I mill defire, but 
how long will it laf} ? And upon this meditation, 
thinking with himfelf, this will not hold eet 
; with- 
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cee — 
have I made my felf a bond-flave to Hell for ever ! | Cap.26 
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Cap. 26. withdrew himfelf into a room private, and fell down 
upon the earth, and with many tears cryed out thus 
unto God in prayer, O Lord, (fays he) my heart is 
open unto thee, I indeed know not what to ask, but 
onely this, Lord let me not dye eternally, O Lord,thou 
knoweft Ilove thee, O let me live eternally to praife 
thee ! And when his mother came to him,and would 
have had him come to the reft of the company that 
were bidden, he made an excufe and would not, one- 
ly upon this meditation, becaufe he faw this would 
not hold, 

O that God would faften thefe thoughts upon you, 
when you are in the midft of your delights; But will 
this hold ¢ Is not this one thing that is fpoken of a- 
mongft the reft, that is but fora feafon ? Think alfo 
upon this confideration; Thefe things that are in the 
world, if they were a thoufand times more then they 
are, yet being but for a feafon, this is enough to take 
off our hearts; but now when we confider they are 
but fora feafon, and but flight things, empty vani- 
ties befides, this fhould take off our hearts abundant- 
ly more; if they hadagreat deal in them, yet not 
being eternal,they are not very defireable. How vain 
then is mans heart,in being-fet upon fuch vain things? 
Well may maz be faid to be lighter then vanity ; no 
vanity is Ío vain, as the trufting in vanity ; all the va- 
nity in the creature amounts not to fo much vanity as 
the tru/ting in vanity. 

And yet again confider, that the emptinefs that is 
in thefe things, would make the eternity of them to 
be miferable. You will {ay this is a riddle, how can 
it be made out? Certainly it is fo, there isfuch an 
emptinefs inthe things of the world, that they -i 

ain 
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fain to borrow fucceffion to make them comfortable, 
and it is the ead of fome, and the beginning of others 
that makes them comfortable, and not the continu- 
ance of any outward comfort, as now the laying 
inafoft downbed, is eafie and comfortable, and 
delightful; but if one were condemned to this, to 
lie there forty years together,and never to come out, 
it would be a torment, but to lie eternally it would be 
more, fo that eternity puts a mifery upon the com- 
fort: And fo take any one comfort, and to be tyed 
tothar, if there werenotaceafing of one, and the 
beginning of another, the comfort would be mife- 
rable; andthe reafon is, becaufe the comfort is fo 
empty : But the enjoying of God, the eternity of it 


makes it comfortable; we fhall as much delight in | 


‘the comforts we have enjoyed of God,after we have 
enjoyed them hundred thoufands of years, as we did 
at firft moment we entred upon them. 

‘Yet further, lerusturn che.confideration of this 
fo far, to take off our hearts from the.things below, 
as not to be troubled much for any affliction and mi- | 
fery we have here, for they are but for afeafon, the 
being fora feafon, takes. away the comfort of the 
creature, and the being for a feafoz, takes away the 
bitternefs of affliction : Is there any affliction upon 
you? think this is not eternally though, this is zot 
hell, This is the great complaint of a foulin the 
time of trouble, O how long fhall it be ?. for ever ? 
But {o we gAnnot fay of any atiictions here in this 
world, thar they fhall be for ever. In Dan. 11.25. 
{peaking of the great affliction of the Church, this 


is brought ro alleviate all, yet the end. fhal! be at the! 


time appointed, folong asa man can look te the ead 
of 
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em 
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of anevil, it is not much, it is for a feafon ; if he can 

but fee banks, he is well. 
Yea, and the evils that we do endure here, as they 
are but for alittle feafon, fothey are but inthe due 
feafon, they arein this feafon, and that is that which 
fhould comfort us; becaufe there is not fo much dan- 
ger inany thing we fuffer here, while we fuffer it in 
this feafon. Suppofe-any of you had your Ship leak, 
if it leaks when it comes into harbor, though it be} 
anevil to you, and brings trouble, yet you comfort 
your felves in this, It is not in the main Ocean 
though: If I had had this leak in the main fea, what 
had become of me? and fo fer troubles and for- 
rows, you may fay, It is upon me, but bleffed be God, 
itis upon me here; Indeed if it fhould prove to be 
tic ure | UPON me eternally hereafter, it were a great evil, but 

LC UTEE- et. . : 
Je, thi [itishere. S. Auguftine faid, Here Lordcut me, do 
parce. | what you will with me, but {pare me hereafter ; It was 
the prayer of Fulgentius , Lord grant patience here, 
and pardon hereafter : though I have never fo much 
affliction here, itis no great matter, fol fhall have 
| pardon hereafter. 

Yea, the enduring of affliction in this feafon, fhall 
be that which may deliver us from enduring evils e- 
ternally hereafter: God ayms arit, and he hath no 
| other end,but onely to deliver from eternal forrows, 
We are chaftened that we might not be condemned with 
the world, 1 Cor.11. And that he does by caufing 
a man or woman,when any afflictions are upon them, 
to think thus; Lord, is this evil and pain fo grievous 
| tome that las but fora while, what will eternal 
evils be to me ? Drexelius reports of a yong man that 
was given to his luft, and pleafure, and could ais en- 
ure 
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dure to be croffed, but of all things he could not 
bear it, To be kept from fleep,and to awake in the dark. 
and being fick, he was kept awake in the night, and 
could not fleep,and he began to have thefe thoughts, 
and think, What, is it fo tedious for tobe kept from 
(leep one night, and to lie afew hours here in the 
dark? O what is itto be in torments, and darknefs 
everlaftingly! I am here in my houfe upona foft bed 
in the dark, kept from fleep but one night, O to licin 
flames, and in darknefs for ever and ever, how dread- 
fal will that be ? And this was the means of the 
converfion of that yong man, that was given to all 
maner of lufts before. 

O that the Lord would fettle this argument upon 
you, fo as to work it every way tobe ufeful; for 
your pleafures, they are but for a feafon, why thould 
I fet my heart upon them.? And for forrows, if thofe 
be grievous, if a fit of the Stone, or of the Stran- 
gury, or the Fever be fo grievous, what will that be 
to be eternally {calding in the wrath of God? Thus 
you fee the confideration, That things are but for a 
feafon, how ufeful itis for to take our hearts from 
them, and to uphold our hearts in any evils and trou- 
bles that we fhould endure. 


Ce uAL: 
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Cuarv. XXVII. 
Exhortation to feek after eternal things. 


ing nothing that is for a feafon, can fatisfie 
| the heart, what remains but that-we. fhould 
feck after that which is beyond a feafon, for the facif- 
| factionof our hearts ? Lookat the things that will 
fatisfie an immortal foul, letit be of the largeft ex- 
tent that can be, thefe cannot upon this ground, be- 
icaufe they are but for a feafon : Then let our hearts 
be after eternal things. Lam this day to {peak to di- 
vers hundreds of you here, that muft every one of 
you live 77 eternity one way or other, yong and old, 
you muft live in a time beyond this feafon: Now 
having to {peak to youthat muft live eternally, this 
is that which I have todo, To get your hearts up, to 
feek after eternal things, and O that this might be 
done, if I thould never preach more, and you fhould 
| never hear more, yet if this fhould be obtained, that 
you fhould live eternally , that you fhould have 
your hearts got up to eternal things, you fhould be 
‘Vbleffed, and I fhould think my felf happy. 
Philip King of Macedon, would have a man 
come and cry to him every morning, You are mor- | 
| tal; this is that which I fhould rather choofe, that you 
| might daily here a voyce, that Yow are immortal, | 
| The better part of you muft live eternally : Were it 
that eternity were prefented to us in the reality of it, 
how mightily would it work to draw our hearts tolr . 
eternal things ¢ Certainly our thoughts are not up- |” 
on eternity, the thoughts of eterwity are mighty 


Tis laft Ufe,is an Ute of Exhortation,that fee- 


pre- 
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prevailing thoughts, they ave over-awing thoughts, 
forl ballacing thoughts, that would ballaft our 
hearts; they are infinite pertinent thoughts, that do 
infinitely concernus. Youthat pre had a compa- 
ny of fleight thoughts, and have fet the ftrength of 
your fpirits in thinking of chaffy things; O this day 
here is an object prefented to you,to help you againit 
fleight thoughts: This one word Eternity, and the 
thoughts of thi word, may be enough for you, to 
banifh vain and chaffy thoughts away forever ; it 
concerns us to have the ftrength of our {pirits bufied 
about this. 

There is a requeft that I have to every one of you, 
and I will put it as fair, and eafte, and low as may be, 
becaufe I would not have itdenyed, thatis, That 
every one that God by his providence hath brought 
this day here into this Affembly, would refolve in 
their own thoughts, and covenant with God, to 
{pend but one half quarter of an hour in meditating 
of eternity every day; thereis no fuch great dith- 
culty init, to have fuch thoughts as thefe renew- 
ed every day: This body of mine, thongh frail and 
mortal, it muft live forever, and. this, foul of mine, 
it uf live eternally, 1 have {penta great deal of 
time in feeking after contentment to my fleth for the 
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prefent, but, O Lord, what have I done to, provide 


for eternity? The renewing of this daily, and fet- 
Jing of this daily upon the heart, what might it do ¢ 
It cannot be imagined what it might do: Precious 
are the thoughts of eternity, {o precious, that there 
is many a foul, that would not-for athoufand worlds, 
but have had thofe thoughts tobe fetled upon them, 


fo precious, as many fouls arénow in. Heaven, mag- 
nifying 
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Cap.27. | nifying and bleffing of God; that they Kad fuch ferit 

| ous thoughts-of eternity, before they left this world. 

Certainly, until you cometo have your thoughts 

ferled infome meature upon #47, you do not under- 

ftand wherefore you were-born, nor unto what you 

were born’, you never have done any thing to pur- 

pofeabout the great bufinefs that God hath fent you 

into the world for, until you come to have ferious 

working thoughts about eterzity : you have had all 

this while afeduced heart, that hath deceived you, 

and all your life-hath been a dream. If God ould 

beginto dart thoughts into your hearts, and ftick 

them upon your minde, about this argument, zow 

you begin to live, and to awake,‘ it were not poffible 

that any lufts fhould {tand before thefe thoughts : 

you complain often of weaknefs, and that you meet 

with temptations that are very ftrong, behold here 

a means -to refift {trong temptations, to ftrengthen 

you againft the ftrongeft temptations that you can 

poflibly meet withal inthe world, namely the ferious 

thoughts of things that are beyond thisfeafon. It is 
reported of the cuftoms that have been ob{erved a- 

mongft the Rites and< Ceremonies , in-making of 

Bifhops, they had this fpeech to them, Have eter- 

nity in your nindes : O that this {peech were renew- 

ed upon us, inall our conditions and bufineffes, that 

fo-it may prevail with’us, to feek after that which ts 

eternal! And to that end, that what I fpeak this, 

way,may not vanifh,and come to nothing, (for it is a | 
ferious argument that we are about,& Iam loth that 

z, |itfhould come to nothing) confider thefe motives. | 

Motives | Firft, it is ozel} the rational creature that knows . 
to minde | any thing that is déyond this feafon: this is the excel- | 

eternity. 

lency 
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lency of 4 rational creature, that it hath any notion | Cap. 27. 


about any thing that is eterzal: Now that-God 
hath made #s of fuch a nature, and no creature elfe, 
but #, and U4ngels, furely there is fomething in it: 
Mens hearts do naturally defire eternity, and think 
thisis good if it might laf. That is very obfervable 
therefore that we have in Hof.14.5. concerning Gods 
expreffion of himfelf to his people, where he would 
expre{s himfelf fo as to fatisfie his pans he fays, 
1 will beas thedew unto Ifrael, he fhall grow as the 
Lilly, and caft forth his roots as Lebanon. The dew 
and the Lilly are (weet things, but the dew though 
it be fiveet is quickly gone, and the Zilly is (weet, but 
it is obferved by the Naturalifts, thatthe Lilly does 
not take much zoot in the earth, therefore mark what 
follows, and he fhall caft forth his roots as Lebanon , 
you fhall have the fweetnefs of the Lily, but you 
fhallhave the roots of Lebanon, Lebanon was the 

lace of Cedars, and the roots:of Cedars are deep. 
They that dwell under his fhadow fhall return, they fhall 
revive asthe corn, and grow as the vine. It might 
be faid the corn lafts but 4 year, therefore God adds, 
and grow as the vine, the Vine does not onely bud, 
and-tend forth his branches and grapes one year, but 
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the next year, and the next year zt continues : there- | - 


fore that God might prefent his mercies fully to the 


hearts of his people, he does prefent them in this fa- 


tisfying way, that his mercies fhall be abiding 
mercies. Why fhouldwe be as Children, to run! 
after bubbles ¢ Men feck after inheritances, and tol 


have things made fure for perpetuity, fo it fhould | 


| be with us. 


Secondly, let us look upon things that are beyond 
Z this 
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Cap.27-| this: feafon, that are eternal, becaufe that in thefe 


times of the Golpel, God hath revealed eternity, and 
eternal things abundantly more clearly then ever 


| they were revealed jn the Law : in the time of the 


Law there was little made known concerning eterni- 
ty, but the times of the Gofpel being renewed, now 
the treafures of eternity are opened ; Immortality 
is brought to light by the Gofpel, 2 Tim. 1.10, 
Now the glorious things of eternity are fet before our 
eyes, and we the Minifters of God are commanded 
to prefent them to you,and you living under the Go- 
fpel, where you hear fo much of eternity revealed, it 
would be dreadful if you fhould be deceived. with 
things that are but for a feafon. 

Thirdly, every one of you as you are born, are 
born with your backs upon Gods eternity, and your 
faces towards hells eternity, and therefore you had 
need look beyond things that are but for 4 fea fon, and 
minde the things of your eterzal good with all your 
might. 

Fourthly, all your eternal good does depend up- 
onthe fhort uncertain moment of your lives; if the 
thrid be but cut, and you. have not provided for your 
eternal good , you are loft and undone for ever, 
youdo not know but upon every mement depends 
eternity. 

Fifthly, know you may be far nearer tothe Ocean 
of eternity, then you are aware, and therefore you 
had need have your thoughts faftened upon etermaty ; 
Who knows but that before the morning fome that 
ate here may underftand what eternity means, and 
be lanching into the infinite Ocean of it: there is 
many aman that isin hisjoWity, ftrezgth and hi 

that 


_| means, you fhall know a great deal of difference be- 


| drinking, and uncleanneis; would they yield then è- 
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may be untoif, and therefore look not upon things 
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that is called forth by God, fuddenly to lanchinto Cap-27- 
thisOcean; If Godcall you fuddenly before you | - 
be ready, what will become of-you? nowyou may | 
be near it. You that are old are certainly near it, | 
within a few years you muft know what eternity 


tween things that are for a feafon and beyond a {eafon: 
and youg ones may, as we have daily examples; now | 
you that are yong, confider thofe examples, and pur 
the cafe,Suppofe I had been called-totanch into eter- 
nity, when fuch a one was called, had I been ready ¢ | 
what had become of me ¢ ʻO confider how near = 


that are temporal, but let your hearts ‘be after things 
that are eternal. ' ma: 

. Again, confider how happy thofe fouls would) 6 
think themfelves that are) in their eternal eftates, and 
are mifcarried, if they had time to provide for eter- 
nity again. Many are gone, and {fnarched away from | 
all things that are for a {eafon, and are fwimming in’ 
the infinite Ocean of eternal mifery, and they look) 
about them, and {ee vaftnefs, no limits,..no end, no}| 
land : If they could but come back again, and have 
their time again, how do you.think would they carry 
themfelves about things that are but for a feafon? do 
you think temptations would. draw their hearts a- |- 
gain? If company fhould come todraw them to | 


they would with indignation caft away thofe tem- 

ptations, andf{ay, God forbid I fhould be drawa with | 
thefethings, thar are but. for a feafon, 1 know what | 
eternity means, O now you have time,, improve this | 
argument, and labor to provide: for eternity : now , 
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Cap.28.| prayers and tears may do you good for eternity, 


within a while, if you could let ftreams of blood 
iffue from you, it can'do you no good, and if this 
argument prevail to get off your hearts beyond things 
that are for afeafon, there will arife thefe ‘two que- 
ftions : O that I did but know how it fhould go with me |. 
eternally! O how fhall I get eternal things tobe my 

portion ! À - 
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How wefbould know how it willbe with us for eterni- 
ty, and what we floulddo that it maybe well with 
us eternally, : 


Ro me foreternity.2 fhall it be well, or not wéll 
m: with my foul when I am beyond things that are 
forafeafon? You may have fome guefs by thofe 
thoughts you have had upon things for eternity: you 
thas have given liberty to your felves, to fatishe your 
felves inthe things:of>the fle/h, and your hearts hai 
been fully fatisfied in the things of the world, and 
this point is.a {trange.point to you, you have caufe to 
conclude with your felves, that youare ina mifera- 
ble:condition for etermity; but if your confciences 
can teftifie that this point, the getting of :your hearts 
from things that are but for a feafon, and fetting 
them: upon‘ the things that are‘eternal, is that 
which, the Lord hath fetled upon your hearts for 
many years ,.iwhen»you wake in the night, or jin 
the morning, the fame thoughts that are-prefented 
i : to 


F you fay, How fhall I mok how it fhall be with 
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tome by the Word, the Lord hath prefented to me |Cap.28. 
by his Spirit, the ftrength and chief of my thoughts 
have been. bufied about this argument. It is a good 
fign, that God does intend good for that foul to 
eternity, whom he is pleafed to’ poffefs with .the 
thoughts of ‘it fordeeply for the prefent. Paal 

Again confider, could you not wifh in your hearts, 
that you might live always? and that the.content 
and delight in this world, in meat, and_drink, and 
fports do fatisfie you, and you think your felves hap- 
py inthe. enjoyment of them ; certainly God hath 
not yet favingly made known the things of eternity 
toyou. Thole that God does prepare for his eternal 
miercies in Heaven, God. does take off their hearts 
from all things in the world, that if it were put to 
your choice , though you might have a thoufand 
worlds, you would not have them for your portion ; 
no, there are-more glorious, more excellent things 
for my foul to have, and therefore God forbid I 
fhould have my portion in thefe things, though they: 
were to endure. 

Auguftine brings in Plotinus, acknowledging it the |e civ, Dei 
mercy of God toman, that his foul is in a mortal \lib-9.c.10. 
body, that the body isnot: immortal, but that after 
alittle time the bodies of men may be diffolved, 
and {o their fouls be there for ever where the foul of 
the world is, that is his expreffion: ae 
| 3e A third Argument that it fhall be well with ly: ine ibi 
you for eternity, is this, To know what feeds of erer- (foront fem- 
zity God hath begun to plantin yourhearts. This |" 
is a certain truth, There isno foul that God intends nundi. 
eternal life unto, but God: begins eternal life in’ this Avs de 

à iv. Dei] 
world. Yowkaow what St.: Foha fays, He that “a 9. Cao, 
ie 2 i 
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his brother, hath not eternal life abiding in him. E- 
ternal life is begun in this world in all that fhall be 
faved; therefore think with your felves, Whar feeds 
of eternity have I put into my foul? All common 
graces, and moral vertues are.not a feed that will 


| grow up to eternal life, but faving grace will; though 


How to 
get ct rnal 
things to 
be our 
portion. 
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I. 


it be under the clods for the prefent, it will grow up 
eternity. : 3 f 
. Fourthly, Examine the Scriptures, look into the 
book of God, and fee whether the Scripture {peaks 
well on your fide, becaufe that in this Book, inthis 
Scripture, there God hath revealed the eternal coun- 
fels of his will and the great things about mans eter- 
naleftate: there is little in all the Book of the Crea- 
ture, the Book of Creation, revealed of the counfels 
of Gods will, about bringing man to his eternal 
eftate; but inthis Book of the Scripture he hath re- 
vealed his will concerning this; and therefore confi- 
der, does this {peak well of your fide ¢ Thus by thefe 
arguments you may know howit fhallbe with you 
for eternity. i 

But what fhall we do to get a portion in thofe things 
that fhall be eternal ¢. 

Firft, laborto bring all things in {ubordination to 
eternity, do not make other things your {cope, make 
them an underling, and take no further content in 
them, then that they may further your fouls to eterni- 
ty. Suppofe you have an eftate encreafing more then 
another, what will you do with it ¢ how will youj- 
ufe it? wherein do you count the good of it to confift? 
that by thefe things I have coming from God,I hope 
to make ufe of them, to fit me for eternal mercies and 
to treafure up eternal mercies by a fanctified holy ufe 

of 
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of thefe things; but when temporal things come in, 
and your hearts reft uponthem, without {ubordinati- 
onto eternal things, this is infinitely dangerous. 
. Secondly, make confcience of the little time you 
J have, O itis buta little time you have, let that be 
confecrated and devoted to God: it is eternal hap- 
pinefs that you look for hereafter, why fhould you 
not be willing to fpend as much of this little time for 
it as can be ¢ 

Thirdly, labor to be exactin all that you do, for 


youare working for eternity, As Zeuxis the Painter, . 


when he was askt, why he was fo accurate in his 
Painting, fays he, I. Paint for eternity : Let us.in 
our Chriftian profeffion be exact in our way, becaufe 


we live for etermity; There is nothing that does make- 


men fo accurate in. their way as this , and let the men 
of the world know, that this is the reafon of the ex- 
aétnefs of the ways of Gods people, becaufe they 
know they live to erermity. Hypocrites, who in Re- 
ligious duties aim onely at fome prefent, fome tem- 
poral good, they arenot exact, they reft in out- fides; 
but the Saints who make eternity their aym, are ex- 
act inall things, efpecially thofe things that have a 
more immediate influence into eterzity. 

Fourthly, be fure all youdo, you do upon divine 
and eternal grounds, take heed of being carnal, and 
earthly in your fpiritual fervices, but in all duties in 
Gods worthip, look to an eternal God, and let your 
principles, aims, grounds, and intentions be eternal. 
The Temple was called Bethznolam, the houfe of 
Eternity; doall youdo inthe houfe of God, in his 
Ordinances, in order to eternity, that it may indeed 
be an houfe of eternity unto you. l 


Z 4 Laftly, 


2e 


3e 


cÆ terni- 
tati pingo. 


Moses his Choice. 


Laftly, be fure you be conftant, abide conftantly 
tothe end, donot onely begin, and now and then in| 
agood‘mood, have fome thoughts of a good life, 
and providing for your fouls,;-but abide, be conftant. 
And if you take thefe ways, by this you fhall come.to 
choofe Mofes Choice. O that now in my winding 
up of all, by all that hath been faid, fome foul oros 
ther may have caufe to blefs God.in being inclined to 
choofe. the fame Choice : If you would choofe Mo- 
fes Choice, ufe Mofes argument; and this is the fpe- 
cialargument that moved Mofesto make this Choice, 
helooked upon all thefe things as for a feafon, and 
he looked upon eternity : O that you -being moved 
by Mofes argument, you may this day:be brought to 
choofe Mofes Choice, that youmay fing Mofes Song; 
Rev .5.3,4.Who [hall not. fear thee,O Lord and glorifie 
thy name? for thou only art holy.O thatthat Choice by: 
this argumentwere made,that fo you might fing here- 
after this part of Mofes Song; O Lord,there was 2time 
that-I never faw thee in thy glory; and never minded 


| thee, out now Lord fee, worthy thou art tobe feared, 
| and glorified for. ever; for thou.art holy :: The Lord 


give us hearts upon this argument , to make’ this 
Choice. att L -ao - 
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=e j haye frihed: the Choice. ‘of pa 
“the argument‘upon which Mofes-went 
in his Choice, and now we ate come to : 
Bi lf this'26. verie; whore Wwehave'the Re- 

eS oll: view of Mofes choice, looking back 

2h Mirofee what hehadchofen, rorthe:con- 
fejuent f it: He fees that'while he’ ‘joyns 'himfelf 
withthe-people of God,and fuffers affliction, he is like 
tö fret with : ‘nothing ‘but reproach and'{corn for his 
labor; this he fees, & yet he repents notihis judgement 


ftill is not onely for his choice sbut he does effeem of it 
highly, 
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Cap.29. highly, as accounting that reproach of Chrift that 


Guelt, 


Anfw. 


he was to {uffer, great riches ; and the argument that 
here he hath, is the greatnefs of the recompence of 
the reward, He had an eye unto the recompence of the 
reward. ‘ 

(E/teeming the reproach of Chrift :] Reproach is 
taken either materially, or formally ; materially, fo 
it may be taken for the affliction that he. did endure 
with Gods people, that outward mean wretched con- 
dition that he was like to fuffer with the people of 
God, this was the matter of the reproach. Or other- 
wife formally, the {corn, contempt, reviling, railing, | 
and all the evil that fhould be fpoken of him when 
he had left the Court, and joyned himfelf with Gods 
people; and this formal kinde of reproach is that 
which is efpecially meant. ene A A 

[The reproach of. Chrift : | How could that re- 
proach that Mofes fuffered , be the reproach of | 
Chrift? for Chrift was not then born, it was along | 
time after before Chrift came into the world. 

Chrift was. prefent unto. cMofes by the eye of} 
faith, though he were not yet come into the world, 
Chrift isthe [ame to day, yefterday, and forever y he 
was the fame to the Patriarchs and Prophets, that he 
ÍS TO #5. a Dr a r 
-[Efteeming the reproach of Chrift, greater riches 
then the treafures of Egypt). Mofes was not onely 
content .to fuffer patiently the reproach of Chrift, 
but he-counted it Ais glory, his riches; greater riches 
thenthe'Treafures of Egypt. Egypt was a sich coun- j] 
trey, and full of treafures ; and therefore in P/al.37. 
Egypt is called by the name of Rahab, and the rea- 
fon is, becaufe of the pride, and power, and gp 
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lency of Egypt, becaufe Egypt was a fruitful rich 
piid herre they had a great deal of ftrength, 
and power, and were lift up with pride , So Z/4.5 1.9. 
vide Hieronym. upon the place. The King of Egypt 
is called a Dragon in the waters : and the chief 
liorfes that Solomon had, in 2 Chron. 9. they came 
out of Egypt; andthe Whore in the Proverbs, had 
her fine linen out of Egypt. Egypt wasa very fruit- 
ful Country, Gen. 13. 9. The fruitfulnefs of that 
place to which Lot turned afide, is defcribed to be 


the garden of the Lord, like the Landof Egypt : it |! 


is called by many Horrewm caterarum regionum, the 
Granary of other Countreys: hence Abraham, 
when famine was in Canaan, went into Egypt, and 
after, Facob in time of famine fent -his fons into E- 
gypts it is {aid of it, that they fow almoft every 
moneth, And being fuch a flourifhing place, all 
kinde of learning was there; and therefore in 1 Kine. 
4. 30. where the greatnefs of Solomons wifdom is fet 
out, it is faid, itexcelled the wifdom of Egypt. In 
Egypt was treafures of riches, and treatures of 
ftrength , treafures of the riches of the earth, and 
treafures of merchandize, and treafures of learning, 
and yet Mofes efteemed the reproach of Chrift, 
greater riches then all the treafures of Egypt. Now 
the points that arife from thefe words, are thefe : 

Firft, that the people of God have been, and ufu- 
ally are a people under reproach. , 

Secondly, the reproach.of. Gods people is the re- 
proach of Chrif. i 

Thirdly,a gracious heart is rot only willing to bear 
reproach when God calls unto it, but in the caufe of 
Chrift, triumphs and rejoyces in that reproach it fuf- 
fers. Fourthly, 
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Cap.30-| Fourthly, the frong argument that, moves, Gods 


people thus to do, is the eye that they have unto the 
recompence of the reward, ,To begin with the firft, 
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The condition of Gods people i:a reproached condi- 
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~y Aving now. to handle this Doétrine , con- 
N cerning the reproaches that are caft upon 


. Æ Gods people, before.I {peak a word. con- 
cerning the point, I defire to put this caveat, That 
none upon hearing the cftate of Gods people being 
reproached, fhall think to wath away all juft repre- 
henfion and accufation, and think.to anfwer whatfo- 
ever they are accufed of with this, That all Gods peo- 
ple have been reproached, and ‘therefore think their 
condition to be but the fame that ufually Gods peo- 
ple have been.. 

Firft, if that were:enough to anfwer any accufa- 
tion upon this, then there fhould never be any repre- 
henfion and accufation, the Church of God thould 
never proceed againft any for any evil. 

Secondly, fuch as think to put off juft reprehen- 
fions and accufations thus, have their confciences re- 
a them moré then others do or’ can reproach 
them. Apt: 

Thirdly, it is not. for all to make ufe of this that 
Tam fpeaking of, but onely fuch, whofe conftant 
and general way is gracious, and i > 
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if they meet with unjuft accufacions, and reproach- |Cap.30. 


ful flanders, they may have the benefit of this, to 
think it is the ufual condition of Gods people to be 
reproached ; but if any have been offenfive, and evils 
break out, they cannot have the benefit of this point, 
for more evil may bein them then appears , and thus 
I lay this caveat to pull up evil weeds, before I fow 
good feed. And now to the Point. 

The condition of Gods people is a reproached condi- 
tion. They have been 2 people fubject to all maner 
of evil {peaking of them. This the Church of 
God complains of in P/ad. 79.4. they were not onely 
a reproach, but God himfelf gave them over to be a 
fcorn and reproach. Ifaac that was the fon of the pro- 
mife, we know how he was reproached and con- 
temned by J/hmael : and it is obtervable, when the 
Apoftle {peaks of the reproach of Ifaac, in Gal. 4.29. 
itis faid, Z/hmael perfecuted Ifaac, now that perfe- 
cution was nothing but his mocking and reproaching 
of Ifaac, >We read of Fob, a holy man, how lyable 
he was to reproach and eontempt,F0b 16.9,r10. there 
you may read of the bitter reproaches he had from 
the abjects, fich as he would not fet with his dogs, 
that had not bread to eat, and were driven from men 
toliveamong bufhes and nettles. In Pfal. 35. 15. 
Davidcomplains, the abjects of the people made a 
foorn of him, the bafeft wretches that are, can finde 
ataunt, and mock at Religion; reproachers are the 
moft bafe {pirits. In Nehemiahs time, thofe that 
fought to build the Temple were fcorned,in Nehem.2. 
19. itis faid, Todiah thefervant, one that had been 
butaflave, a bafe wretch, he comes and laughs them 
to fcorn. And foingreat mens houfes,° if the Ma- 

fters. 
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do {o too. 
David hath many bitter complaints of the reproach 
he fuflered, 1 was a reproach among all my enemies, 
but efpecially among my neighbors. Now the re- 
proaches of profeffors one againft another, are the 
bittereft, and moft vile reproaches : and the reafon of 
itis this, becanfe ufually reproach arifes from fome 
conteftation about excellency: for a Prince that is 
a great deal above another, hath not conteftation 
with beggers, he does not reproach them, nor they 
- him, for this diftance is too. great; but reproach is 
between equals, when one ftands in the light of the 
other; or from inferiors, who have others by them 
‘who are above them, and their excellency ftands 
in their light, and they caft dirt upon their ex- 
cellency, that theirs may appear the brighter. Now 
thofe that have a conteftation about Religion, havea 
conteftation about the greateft excellency,and where ! 
their hearts are unfavory, their reproaches will be the 
bittereft reproaches. In Pfal, 109. 25.-I became alfo 
areproach unto them, when they looked upon me, they 
Joaked their heads , and in other places the drunkards 
made fongs of him. David was a man of fuchanad- 
mirable fpirit, the fweet finger of Ifrael, and God 
had bleft him with all things that might make him | 
honorable, and had he not been religious, it were im- 
poffible that fucha man as he fhould have endured |. 
{fuch reproaches. i 

And we have the Church complaining in Lam. 3. 
30. He giveth his cheek to himthat [mitetbh him, be 
is filled fall of reproach. .So all the Prophets that 
were the moft eminent were reproached, as Ifaiah , 
in| 
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afcoff they put upon Jfaiah, we have nothing but 
line upon line, and precept upon precept. the very 
found of the words as they are inthe Original, carries 
with them a taunting, reproachful expreflion, Zaz la 
Zan, Kan la Kan, manda remanda, manda remanda , 
as {cornful people by the tone of their voice, and 
ryming words, {corn at fuch as they defpife. And fo 
Feremy complains inthe bitternefs of his fpirit, that 
the word of the Lord was made a reproach to him. 
| And EXekzel, fee how he was fcorned, EXek. 33. 
Pa QloGe. : 

Andas they did the Prophets, fo Chrift, and the 


Apoftles ; when they were filled with the Spirit of 


God, they mocked them, and faid, they were filled 
with new Wine, And Chrift tells them, they fhall 
revile them, and {peak all maner of evil unto them. 
And fo St. Paw, aman of moft admirable parts,yet 
he fays of himfelf, and of the other Apoftles, 1 Cor. 
4.13. Being defamed, we intreat, the word tranf- 
lated defamed, fionifies blafphemed. We are made as 
the filth of the world, andare the off-{couring of all 
things to this day.We are made the filth of the world, 
asif we were {craped out of the filth of the filth 
of the world; There is an emphafis in that word the 
filth of the world, why the world lies ia filth, is even 
nothing clfe but filth, asin: Fohr 5.19. the whole 
world lieth in wickedne{s, asacarrion in the flime of 
its to be accounted the filth of fach a filth, is a moft 
vile efteem of one indeed, that filthinefs muft needs 


be great. Mundus hath the name à munditie of clean- | 
nels, but as lacus a lucendo, as mons a monendo, quia | 


minimè lucet, minim? monet, {o quia minim? mundus 


efi 


in Ift.a8. Precept upon precept,line upon line that was | Cap.3e. 
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Cap.30.| eff. And further, the off-(couring of all things, 


| to be the off-fcouring of fome things, is not fo vile, 
bur of all things, the moft bafe, and contemptible 
| things, how vile is that? The word fignifies the dung- 
cart that goes through the city, into which every one 
brings his filth, and cafts in: every one had fome 
| filth to caft upon Paul and the reft of the U#po- 
| fles, i l 
ae in the Primitive times, the people of God 
were then a people under great reproach: What 
{trange things does Tertullian tell us they reproach- | ~ 
ed them withal; as that in their meetings they made 
Thyeftes fuppers, who invited his brother to a fupper, 
and prefented him with a diflrof his own fieh, they 
charged them with uncleannefS, becaufe they met 
in the night, (for they durft not meet in the day) and 
faid, they blew out the candles when they were to- 
gether, and committed filthinefs: they reproached 
them for zevorance, faying, they were all unlearned , 
and therefore the Heathens in Tertullians time uled 
to paint the God of the Chriftians with an Affes head, 
and a book in his hand, to fignifie, that though they 
pretended learning, yet they were an unlearned filly 
people, rude and ignorant. Bifhop Fewel in his Ser- 
mon upon Luke 11. ver. 15. cites this out of Tertul- 
lian, and applyésit to his time : Does not onr aduer- 
faries do the like, faith he, at this day, againft all thofe 
that profe(sthe Gofpel of Chrift ? o fay they, who 
are they that favor this way ? they are none but Shoo- 
makers, Taylors, Weavers, and fuch as ‘never were 
atthe Univerfity. They are the Bifhops own words. 
Publici | He cites likewife Tertullian a little after, faying, that 
oii. | The Chriftians were accounted the publike enemy of 
i State. 
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State. And Fofephus tells us of Apollinaris, {peak- 
ing concerning the ews and Chriftians, that they 
were more foolifh then axy Barbarian, And Paulus Fa- 
gius reports a ftory of an Egyptian, concerning the 
Chriftians, who faid, They were a gathering together 
of a moft filthy leacherous people, and for the kéeping 
of the Sabbath, he fays, they hada difeafe that was up- 
on them and they were fain to reft the feventh day be- 
caufe of that difeafe. And {o in St. Luguftines time 
he hath this expreifion, Avy one that begins to be god- 
ly prefently he muft prepare to [uffer reproach from the 
tongues of adverfaries: and this was their ufual maner 
of reproach, What {hall we have of you, an Elias ? a 
feremy? And NaZianXen in one of his Orations, 
fays, It is fo ordinary to reproach, that I cannot think 
togo free my felf. And fo Athanafins, they called 
him Sathanafins, becaufe he was a {pecial Inftrument 
againft the Arrians. And Cyprian, they called him 
Coprian, one that gathers up dung, as if all the ex- 
+ things he had gathered in his works were but 
ung. 

And if we look into the ways of Gods permiffive 
providence in thefe latter times; what reproachful, 
and {cornful blood hath rumin the veins of wicked 
men, and what horrid things hath been invented 
upon the moft famous perfons of our latter times ¢ 
As Luther, this report came to him, he being yet 
alive, That Lather upon his death-bed had recanted, 
and he defired the Sacrament, and after he was dead, 
there was a fearful Earthquake that fhook the place 
where he Jay, and they faw the Hoff he had taken, 
hanging in the Ayr, and when he was put into 
the Grave, they heard a great noife, but they 
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Cap.30. | faw nothing, but a filthy ftink arofe, and his body 
- was taken away. And fo of Calvin, though he had 
afweet death, yet was it faid by the Popith Party, 
that he was eaten up with worms, (as thofe faid of 
David, An evil difeafe cleaves faft to him :) and then 
when he was to dye, he called upon the Devil, and 
blafphemed the name of God. And fo Oecolompa- 
dius, that he flew himfelf, and others reported, that 
the Devil flew him. It were endlefs to name the re- 
proaches that we finde of the fervants of God that 
were moft eminent. Yea, I remember Seneca hath 
{fuch an expreffion concerning Philofophy; fays he, 
i| Youare not yet happy, if the rout of people do not 
deride yous if you will be happy,prepare your felves 
| to contemn being contemned. And an other Philo- 
il fopher fays, If one does but begin to fet himfelf to the 
| fiudy of Philofophy, he muff expect tobe [corned and 
.| derided. Now if this be the wickednels of mens 


. Firft, becaufe the men of the world look upon the 
fervants of God, as having very poor low fpirits; 
now thofe are men that are liable to contempt and 
reproach. 


Moses his (hoice. 


` 


355 


reproach. Gods people are not for the braveries of | Cap.3o. 


the world, and the glory of the world; and when 
they fee their hearts are taken off from that which 
they count the bravery of the world, they contemn 
them. 


Secondly, they look upon their ways as irrational : | 


There is no reafon why men fhould be fo afraid of the 


Ze 


leaft fin, they are ftricter then they need,and do more | 


then they need: fo that the more earneft Gods peo- 
ple are upon their way, the mote wicked men will 


{corn them, becaufe they fee them earneft’ upon that | 


which they fee no reafon for. 
Again, they think the ways of Religion are but 
imaginary things, and notions, and there is no cer- 
tainty in them, and think it ftrange men fhould fuffer 
for things.thatare to come they know not when, 
and are they know not what : and therefore one gives. 
that reafon, why na was called Coprian, becaufe 
he gathered fuch fables and tales, (meaning the Go- 
pap asthey termed them, which they faw. no rea- 
on for. 

at efpecially it does proceed from the pride and 
malice of wicked men; from pride, and fwelling,and 
envying one at another; a proud and envious man 
will feek to caft difgrace uponthat excellency that 
himfelf wants, as Licinius who was joyned with Ga- 
Llerius inthe Empire, being ignorant himfelf, not be- 
ing able fo much as to write his own name, he wasan 
enemy to learning, and as Eafebivs reports of him, 
he called the liberal Arts, A publike poyfon and 
peftilence. What wasthe reafon that fhould caufe 
Sanballat and Tobiah to make fuch a ftir to reproach 
Nehemiah? Certainly the ground was this, Saxballat 
Aa2 and 
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Cap.30.| and Tobiah were in Samaria witha mixt people, and 
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they had got a Temple, and endeavored to magni- 
fie that , Now they thought that the Temple of Ne- 
hemiah would darken the glory of their Temple , 
and therefore they fought to caft difgrace upon 
then, to bring thenmvinto contempt. ‘And the ma- 
liceof mens hearts, when it cannot vent its felf by 
open perfecution, then it will vent its {elf by the per- 
fecution of the tongue; malice makes men very 
watchful, to obferve any thing whereby it may gain 
matter of reproach, and malice will make menex- 
ceeding inventive to finde out ftrange ways of re- 
proach, andexceeding bold in venturing upon re- 
proaches. . 

For the frf, that place is remarkable in Proverbs 
16.27. An ungodly man diggeth up evil, and in his 
lips there ís a burning fire; i£ things bénot plain and 
fair enough, becaufe he hath an evil {pirit, be wid 
dig wp evil, if hecan dig up any old.bufinefs to re- 
proach them for.. ` 

Nowthe ways of invention, that malice hath to 
reproach upon the ways of God, are many: As the 
{training of any word to the utmoft, and putting glof- 
fes,and falfe interpretations upon words;and thus it is 
eafie to make any mana tran{greflor for a word, yea, 
for any word, as it was with thofe, Z/a. 29.21. They 
make aman an offender fora word, and lay a [nare for 
him that reprovethin the gate. 

A fecond way is, by cafting out doubtful 
{fpeeches ; they will not accufe one directly, becaufe 
it will be a fhame to them, if it be falfe, but they 
caft out doubtful fpeeches, they know fome will 
turn them the worft way, and if they be ar. -a 
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they can turn them another way, to fave them- |Cap:30. 


felves. 

Another invention, is fome fecret intimations that 
others may gather, and it cannot be faid they fpake 
any thing, but by fome gefture or the like,others may 
gather fomething. 

Fourthly, tofpeak things as from others, and not 
from themfelves, and in the {peaking of them to fay, 
I believe fuch things are not true, and yet they {pread 
the report. 

Another way is to fpeak evil,and yet fo,as to mani- 
feft a great deal of grief and forrow for fuch reports, 
and fecretly defire that they may fpread, and take 
where they come. 

Sixthly, when they want apparent matter for re- 
proach, they will pretend fome love to get matter for 
reproach: fo you may read in EXraq. 1, 2. when the 
adverfaries of Fudah could not reproach them appa- 
rently, they pretended love, and this and that, they 
fought the {ame God they did, and would facrifice 
to him, and therefore would build with them. So 
Sanballat and Tobiah defired to meet lovingly with 
Nehemiah to take counfel together, but inthis they 
intended his reproach. 

- Yea fometimes,to {peak fome truths with reproach, 
to make it to be believed the more. It is faid, 1 Foha 
2.21. that there is no lye of the truth, thefe men 
make the truth to be ferviceable to alye, they raife 
the ftrength of a lye, even out of the truth, We 
might be abundant tn fhewing the ways of invention 
that malice hath, to caft dirtand thame upon thofe 
-| that it hath an evil eye upon. 
Fighthly, if there be any thew of /ujpitiox of evil,to 
a 3 make 
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Cap.30.' make it a certainty, and {o to carry it inthe report, | 

|as if it were furely fo this is a great wrong ; for every 
fu dubii | Man is in poffeffionof his good name, until the con- 
he he trary be made out, and in doubtful things the poffei- 
pofiforis, | for hath the advantage, but in this way of malice, 
g. this his priviledge is taken away ? 

Ninthly, if there be any thing conceived evil, that 
hath any nearnefs or likenefs to that which is done, 
malice will faften that evil upon what is done, asif it 
were that ; as appears notably in the example we have 
EZra 4. of Rehm the Chancellor, and Shimfhai the 
Scribe, and the reft of their companions, as the ho- 
ly Ghoft calls them, ver. 9. in their reproachful ac- 
cufation of the people of God, whereas the Text 
{peaks onely of their building the Temple, yet they 
accufe them forbuilding the rebellious City that therc- 

by they might free themfelves from fubjection to the 
King. Thus while Gods people feek to build the 
Temple, to fet up the Ordinances of Chrift, they are 
accufed for difturbing the Commonwealth , becaufe 
they cannot do as others do,becaufe they cannot fub- 
ject their con{ciences tomen, therefore they are re- 
| proached and accufed, as difturbers of the State, 
enemies to Government, &c. 
10. Tenthly, ¿Malice will teach men to draw confe- 
quences agreat way off from the premifes, that it 
may faften reproach upon thofe they have an evil eye 
upon, although in truth there be no dependance of 
that which they affirm upon that which they draw it 
from: Asin the former example, EXra 4. ver. 16. 
Certifie the King, that if this City be built again, and 
the walls thereof fet up, by this means thou fhalt have 
| zo portion on this fide the River,It was a cont 
that 
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that they could not conclude from what they affirm- 
edof them. Thus it is with many in their reproaches 
and accufations of Religious men, if they be fuffered 
to have their way in that which they pretend is for 
confcience; they will grow Rebels, they will not live 
under government: furely there is no dependance of 
rejecting government upon Religion, upon fubjecti- 
on to the truth in a conicientious way. And as itis 
inventive, fo itis bold to venture ftrangely upon {uch 
things that men know they may be eafily found in. It 
was the fpeech of the Fefuit Campian , Reproach 
valiantly ,fomewhat will ftick,though it may be eafily 
anfivered by thofe who know the matter, yet the 
noife will go further then the examination,and much 
will ftick by it. pa 

A fifth reafon of the reproach of Gods people, is 
from the malice of the Devil, becaufe the Devil 
knows there is no fuch way to darken Religion, and 
to damp the hearts of people from embracing it.And 
therefore it is obferved of Fulian, he would not go 
the way that other Emperors did, to oppofe Religion 
by open perfecution, but fought all means to caft re- 
proaches and contempt upon Religion, and by that 
means many were drawn from Religion: and cer- 
tainly, where we fee that reproaches are caft upon 
fuch as are religious, this is the end, to fupprefs Reli- 
gion, there the Devil hath a great hand, and hopes 
to prevail much. | 

Again, God (fometimes) hath a f{pecial hand in 
this. Why does God fuffer this  fometime for the 
correction of his people , fometime for the good of} 
his people. 

Firft, forthe correction of his people: there are 
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Cap.30.| fevenor eight fins punifhed in Gods people by re- 
proaches that are caft upon them. ` 

I. Firft, that they have not been fo tender of the name 
of God as they fhould have been, you have not been 
affected with the wrongs that have been done to the 
name of God, and therefore God {uffers you to fuf- 
fer in your names. 

2. Secondly , the inordinate defire of a zame , be- 
caufe we are fo ready to defire a name abroad, and 
to have efteem inthe world, and are more folicitous 
about credit with men, then credit 7# heaven, there- 
fore God fometimes croffeth his people, and fuf- 
fers filth and dirt tobe caft upon them, to correct 
this fin. 

Bi Thirdly, it may be you have not done that good to 
others which you might have done, therefore God 

| wes them as a {courge to you this way. 

4. Fourthly, it may be it is becaufe you have not 
been tender of the name of others, and therefore 

siquid fi-| God fuffers you to fufter inthe fame kinde. . Says 
ee „| CAtYfofiom , When you hear any reproach you, you 
faifti. sil hould think, have not I reproached others ? Or, have 
libenter’ | not I heard the reproaches of others and been delighted 
ales alal with them? or, aot affected with them, to grieve as I 
audifti, | ought ? ee 
w ae Fifthly, God fuffers this, becaufe many times you 

son potefi. have taken ill the reprehenfion of your fins by Gods 

5. | Minifters,and have thought your felves difgraced,and 
therefore God may juftly punith this, by cafting dif- 
grace upon you, you fhall be difgraced indeed by the 
tougues of wicked men. 

6. Sixthly, becaufe many times Gods people will put 
fair colours upon evil actions, hence God fuffers 

their 
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their enemies to put foul colours upon good actions : | Cap-30. 


we are ready to fay, Good Lord, that ever we fhould 
fuffer fuch things, when we laborto walk fo ftriétly, 
and our con{ciences witnefs fo well for us, that yet 
there fhould be fuch afperfions ! God punithes this; 
you have done evil with fair pretences, and therefore 
now though your actions be never fo good, you fhall 
have foul colours put upon them; your evil actions 
you made feem to be glorious, now your good acti- 
ons fhall appear as if they were foul. ` 

Seventhly, becaufe the people of God have not 
been careful to finde out the fecret evil and filth of 
their hearts, therefore God will caft outward filth 
uponthem, this is ufual. 

Eighthly, though we be confcious of a great deal of 
evil between God and our hearts, we many times are 
not afhamed of that, and therefore becaufe God will 


have us afhamed of our filth, he fuffers filth-to be. 


caft upon us outwardly. i 

Secondly,God intends good to his people,that they 
might know themmfelves; and though the world have 
not futhcient reafon to accufe them as guilty, it may 
bea flander from another, and yet I know my felf 
guilty; andthough not guilty of that, yet by this I 
may be put to fearch fome other evil that I am guilty 
of that is as great. 

Again, they may make them watchful: for time 
tocome ; though they be not guilty wow; they may 


.| be guilty of that evil 4ftermard. Now what a mercy 


of God is this to ftop our way, though it be by filth? 
If a man be ftopped from falling into: a dangerous, 
pit, though it be by. a heap of dirt, he accounts it a. 


2. 
The bene- 
fit Gods 
people 
reap by 
reproaches. 


Thirdly, | 


ufer. 


< e rT E R a a 
= Thirdly, they recover them out of much evil: So 
that I may compare the reproaches of Gods people 
to the rags of Feremy, when Feremy ftuch- in the 


fothefe reproaches of wicked men are rags that may 
pull us out of evil. 


make them more fruitful, they may be compared 
to the dung that husbandmen caft upon their ground, 


| fuffers wicked men to gather up all the filth that can 
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mire in the dungeon, he was pulled out by rags, and 
Fourthly, God fanctifies thefe to his people, to 


they {crape up filth and dung together to lay upon 
their ground, whereby it is more fruitful, fo God 


be, and caft upon his people, which is but as dung 
to make fat the foil, the hearts of Gods people, to 
make them to be more fruitful in their way ; as indeed 
never do Gods people more thrive in the way of 
godlinefs, then when many enemies are fet to watch 
them. And thus we have done with the Explication 
of the point. 


ee A, D e a a we 


CA a A le 


What ufe there is to be made of the reproaches the con- 
dition of Gods people ts liable to, 

y F it be thus, that the eftate of Gods people is an, 
I eftate liable to reproaches then you that have any 

inclination to the ways of God, examine whe- 
ther you can take his way upon thefe terms: Can. 
yoube content to be made a by-word and reproach, 
andto have men caft all maner of filth upon you? 
He is like to hold out in the ways of godlinefs, that 


can 
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can be content to be made a by-word and reproach for | Cap.31- 

godlinefs, itis an argument that the foul is refigned 
{up to God forever: The reafon that fome give of 

that orderof the Law, concerning the fervant that 

would {ferve his Matter forever, that he muft come 

to the door and have his ear bored, was that he might 

give an evident demonftration, that he was indeed 

willing to be his Mafters for ever , if he would be 

content to endure fuch a reproach as that was fu: f non 

efteemed to be among ft the Jews : Boring the ear was |Porreret 
anote of ignominy , His ear was bored , {ays Cajetan, eae K 
to that end, that if he feared not perpetual fervitude, b z 


be might at leaft be afraid of publike ignominy, and vice 


therefore he was brought tothe door, that he might Jie muteos 


have many to look on him, and be witnefles of this an aa 
. pect ores 
his fhame. E teftes. 


Secondly, it fhould teach the godly to be accurate | Ufe 2. 
in their way: you live amoneft thofe that will ob- 
ferve you, and caft filth on your faces, take heed you 
give no juftoccafion ; it is enough we fhall fuffer 
without any juft caufe, let us take heed they take no 
filth out of our own bofoms, and caft upon our faces, 
that willbe grievous indeed, when our confciences 
fhall joyn with their reproaches. God threatens,Hof. 
7. ult. as a great affliction, that his people fhall be de- 
tided by the Egyptians, this hal be their derifion in 
the land of Egypt ; to have the wicked deride us, and’ 
that for our fin, isa grievous mifery, Make me not 
a {corn, fays David, to fools : It isa great evil for a 

ofeffor of Religion to make himfelf a {corn to the 
fools of the world, if they will reproach us, let it 
be for forwardnefs in Gods ways, and not for our 
fin; fin is onely a juft reproach, and therefore when 


Fofhua 


| 364 
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[Capaz t. Fofhua circumcifed the people, it is faid, He took 


The evii 
of are- 
viling 
:ongue, 


Ufe 3. 


an Arrow: A Rafor that will take off every little 


away their reproach , therefore the place was called 
Gilgal, becaufe their reproach was rouled away , 
bodily uncircumcifion was a reproach, much more 
is fpiritual uncircumcifion: Let us take heed we do 
not manifeft any filth to them, being you live among 
thofe that will revile you, whofe tongues in Scripture 
are compared to three things, a Rafor, a Sword, and 


hair, fo a reviling tongue will not onely take advan- 
tage of every grofs fin, but the leaft thing that ano- 
ther can hardly fee. Secondly, it is compared to a 
Sword, a {word that wounds, fo the tongues of re- 
vilers do a great deal of mifchief: butafword can 
do mifchief onely near hand, it cannot do mifchief 
afar off; and therefore, Thirdly, it is compared to 
an Arrow, that cando mifchief a great way off, as 
farasonecan fee a man, and fo revilers do not one- 
ly mifchief to a man in the Town where they live, 
but a great way off in other Towns: Now if mens 
tongues be Rafors, and Swords, and Arrows, the 
people of God had need take heed how they walk, 
and walk accurately, to give no juft caufe of re- 
proach, that fo the reproach may fall upon them- 
felves. 
The third Ufe of the point is this , Gods people are 
a people lyable to reproach : Let thofe who are fuch, 
from hence be exhorted, that they do not further 
this, I mean by reproaching one another , it is enough 
that the fervants of God are lyable to reproach fr 
the world, and from thofe that are without, let not 
this be furthered by thofe that are within, upon every 
pettifh humor, or every difcontent , prefently = 
e 


‘So that the Jove you had tothem, was becaufe they: 
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be cafting filth one upon the face: of another, this is }Cap.30. 


a thing unbefeeming Religion. : Hereby. you come to 
deprive your {elves of that evidence of the truth of 
grace, from whence many of ‘Gods fervants receive 
fo'much'comfort, dove to Gods people : While they 
are in your way your hearts are towards them, ‘but if 
they do crofs you; your hearts‘are as perverfe and 
froward, and appear as malicious as the hearts of any :. 


were in your way, and not becaufe they were the fer- 
vants of God: Now if-you have a heart, though 
you becroffed by them, to put it up without cafting 
dirt upon their faces, your evidence will be ftrength- 
ned, that you love them though they be oppofite to 
you. Do not you tear the flefh. of:one another by 
reproaches ? ‘itis enough that the bryers and thorns 
of the wildernefs do tear our flefh and our names, 
let there not be bryers and thorns amongft our felves 
to tear our flefh. If children be cafting mire'and dirt 
upon the faces of one another} how unbefeeming is 
it? andif the father fees them, how provoked is he 
to correct them both? And fo if we upon fome pet- 
tifh mood, caft dirt upon one another, expect fome 
fevere judgement from God: If children be cafting 
dirt upon one another, this is enough to make them 
leave, Your Father fees yon :- And fo you that are 
brethren of a Church, and are cafting filth upon one 
another, know your Father fees you: We fhould not 
caft reproaches upon an Enemy. It is a notable 
fpeech reported of one Memon, that was General of 
Darius Army, when he was fighting againft Alexan- 
der, oneof his Soldiers reproached Alexander the 


General came to-him and {mote-him, fays he 
s . I di 


i i 


Cap.31. 


Ufe 4. 


How to 

carry our 

(elves un- 

der re" 

proaches. 
1: 


Ze. 
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I did not hire you to reproach Alexander, but to fight 
againjt him -. If a Heathen cannot endure the re- 
proaches of his enemy, how much lefs fhould God 
endure his children reproaching one another ¢ It was 
a brave fpeech of Calvin, Though Luther call me a 
Devil, yet I will honor him asa fe ervant of God : and 
fothough thofe that are our brethren, do caftre- 
proach upon us, we fhould honor the grace of God 
inthem, and not caft reproach upon them again, for 
thefe reproaches are bitterne(s. 

But the main Ufe of the point is an Ufe of Direction, 
how tq carry out felves under reproach ; this is the 
eftate of'Gods people, it hath been fo, and does 
continue fo , and is like to continue fo; it fhould 
teach us, ‘as to make accouint of ‘them, fo when they 
befal us, to behave ourfelves Chriftianly under them. 
This is aleffon.of Ufe,. wherefore in this leffon of 
bearing reproaches, take thefe things. 

Firft, labor to bear your reproaches Chriftianlysnot 
Stoically, infenfibly, forcertainly they are afflictions : 
A good name 15.4 precious oyntment, and therefore 
reproaches, thougirnever fo wrongfully, are afflicti- 
ons, and not to be born infenfibly. 
/ Secondly, not to’ bear them de/perately , not to 
care what become of your Names, as many defpe- 
rate wretches will do. Let men fpeak the worft of me, 
I care not, I muft appeal to God: Though itis true, 
Innocency is a good bulwark, yet we are not onely to |. 
care to approve our felves to God, but we are to care 
to approve our felves to men; and not onely to have 
a good cfteem in Heaven, but to have agood efteem 
in the world, To provide things honeft before 
all men , efpecially amongft the people of God, 

and 
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and the Churches of God, for to have an evil name, |Cap. 3 r 


isagreat judgement of God, Ifa. 65. 15. Te fhall 
leave your name for a curfe. For people to fay, they 
care not what men fay of them, itis a great evil, for 
by this it appears they are not affected with fhame , 
and thofe. that are not affected with fhame before 
others, they are deprived of a fpecial bridle that 
fhould keep them from evil, and a‘{pecial means to 
further repentance. And befides, itis an argument 
there isno worth, no good in thee who art fo care- 
lefs; thofe who have any true worth, will be care- 
ful to preferveit, but otliers are defperate:Asa man 
that hath a good garden, fullof good'flowers and 
herbs, will be careful to pull upevery weed, but if 
the place be adunghil, or over-grown, he neglects 
it: Wherefore let us labor to behave our. {elves 
Chriftianly not carelefly,defperately under reproach. 

Again, we muft not carry ourfelves pafszovately 
under reproach; though it is true, it is-good tobe 
fenfible of the wrong done to our #ames, more then 
the wrong done to our effates, yet neither are the 
wrongs to our#ames nor to our effates to be born 
paffionately. There are five evils follow upon this 
diftemper of heart. j 

Firft, there is a great difturbance to the {pirit, and 
that is a greater evil to have the heart difturbed; then 
to have a'great deal of -dirrcaft upon us:'To' havea 
difturbance: within the body, is worfe then a violent 
Motion without, 66 0 P? F ie: 
.. Secondly, we are made lyable to difcover a great 
deal of evil in us, thatthoughwe are ‘unjuftly re- 
proached) yet we may difcover fo much evil, as to be 
ajuft caufeof reproach. > ` Jd 

Thirdly, 


~ 


3e 
The evil 
of being. 
Pafsionste 
under rc- 
preaches. 
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proach, they have part of their end to fee us fo di- 
fturbed. 


Fourthly, we fhew the bafenefs of our {pirits, to be 


Qui vocem} fo foon put out of frame. Seneca {peaking of the com- 


plaint of thofe that are under reproach, They are, fays 
he, the complaint of [queamifh {pirits. 

Fifthly, it is a means to make others to think we 
are guilty : There is no means whereby I would think 
one were guilty of what heis reproached, as that, 
namely, a mighty inordinate paflion at hearing of 
thofe things. If you hear a couple difputing, com- 
monly he that wants arguments for his cafe, will fall 
into giving ill language, and paffion, and therefore 
thofe men that have power over their paffion in rea- 
foning, do what they can to bring thofe they reafon 
withal into pafszow, for then they have them at their 
will: And fo thofe that are brought into pafsion, 
when they are reproached, gives a great {ufpition 
of the weaknefs of their caufe, and are thought to be 
guilty. e. > 

Fourthly, let us not carry our felves revengefully 
under our reproaches, not to defire the reproachers 
might have anevil name in-the fame kinde : Itis or- 
dinary for people that are reproached-to do thus, but 
many though they dare not fay fo, yer fecretly they 
would be willing that thofe that do reproach them, 
might have an evil name. .. But where have we thofe 
that do labor to clear the innocency of thofe that dè 
reproach them ¢ it would be the glory of Chriftians, 
to be fo far from-revenge.to thofe that reproach 
them, asto.clear their innocency, and to {peak well 
of them as occafions ferve, as the Apoftle fays, We 


being \ 
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being defamed,we intreat, and are not glad if they fall | Cap.3t- 
into any evil: Many people if any have fpoken evil 
of them, and they fall into evil, how does it pleafe 
them ? Let us fuffer never fo much, God forbid we 
fhould think the evil of our reproach {o great, as to 
be glad to have it wiped away with any fin againft 
God: Suchand fuch have finned fuch and fuch fins, 
and by thofe fins my reproach is wiped away, and 
thereforeI am glad: God forbid we fhould have 
the wiping away of our reproaches at fo dear a rate. 
Weread in Hofea 4. of the great charge that was 
laid upon the Prżefts, they eat up the fin of the peo- 
ple, becaufe the Prie/fs had fome advantage by the 
fins that the people committed, for they brought 
Sacrifices for their fin, and the Prie/fs had part, up- 
on this they fet their hearts, upon the fin of the peo- 
ple; thisis an abominable thing, to be glad of the 
finof another, becaufe of any advantage that comes 
to us by it. True it is, God fhall have a great deal of 
glory by clearing the innocency of his fervants, but 
we muft not defire that God may have his glory this 
way by the commiffion of any fin, nor rejoyce in fuch 
away of Gods glory. 

But the fpecial and moft ordinary revenge in the ly). dan 
bearing of reproaches, is reviling again, {peaking evil fzer of re- 
for evil, if they call you oneill name, you will call |»#ing 
them another, this is unbefeeming Chriftians: And [$7” 
confider what evil is in it. i 

Firft, this is that which is moft oppofite to the Spi- 
ritof Jefus Chrift, and the Spirit of Gods people; 
that place you know, 1 Pet.2.23. Who when he was 
reviled reviled not again;if you profefs your felves to 
be Chrifts, you muft zot revile again when youare 

reviled : 


I. 


a 
370 Moses his Choice.. 


Cap.31. | reviled: And fo the fpirits of Gods fervants, as St. 
Paul and the Martyrs, when they were reviled, they 
would not give ill language again. 

Again, by reviling you come to harden thofe that 
reproach you in their fin , when they fin and fee the 
fame fin in you, they think they do not worfe then 
you, fo they come to be hardned in their fin,and you 
come to be guilty of their fin, youturn their fin to be 
yours, becaufe you harden them in theirs. 

3. Thirdly, you by this means ftir up more corrupti- - 
on, and more fin; whereas thofe that know what fin 
means, and are tender of it, they fhould by all means 
labor to fupprefs it, and beat it down, as when a 
neighbors houfe is on fire, we will labor what we can 
to quench it,-and not to put more fire to it; fhall we 
have more care of our neighbors houle, then of our 

i neighbors foul? his heart is on fire, and his tongue 
is On fire, and will you bring more fire? this is abo- 
minable. 

4. Fourthly, you come by this means to adde your 
fin to his fin: What, isnot God difhonored enough 
by his reviling, but muft you adde to Gods dif- 
honor ¢ 

5i Again fithly, here y ou fhew your exceeding folly, 
that you do not apprehend a greater evil in the evż/ 
of fiz, thenin the evil of fuffering: for if we did 
apprehend the evil of fujfering to be lefs then the 
evil of fiz, we would never labor to deliver our 
felves from the evil of fuffering by the evil of fin; 
let amancome and caft dirt in your face, the worft 
that can be inthisis an evil of fuffering at firft, till 
you make your felves guilty ,but how will you deliver 

| your felves by the evil. of fin ? what ignorance is ie ? 
re 
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Are you acquainted with the ways of God? Is |Cap.31- 


this the way to clear your felves, by defiling your 
felves more ? That filth that comes out of you, de- 
files you more thenthat which is caft upon you from 
without. 

Again further, another evil that comes from this 
reviling, is this, you fhew a vile, bafe fpirit, as if you 
had no other means to deliver you from an ill name, 
but an ill tongue; thofe that know any excellency 
that they havein thernfelves, will know: that there 
area great many other ways to deliver themfelves 
from anill name, rather then an eviltongue. But 
youare put toyour fhifts, you have evil caft upon 
you, and you have no way to deliver your felves from 
this evil but by your reviling tongue. It is a fign 
there is no excellency in you, nothing but bafenefs in 
you. Seneca fays of thofe that are diforderly affected 
with reproaches that are caft upon them, They fhew 
that there is no wifdom,nor no confidence of any excel- 
lency inthemfelves to oppofe that evil, 

Again, hereby you come tobe injurious to your 
felves, you deprive your felves from any help of 
God to clear your wames: If you had hearts to com- 
mit your felves to God, he would provide for you, 
but when you feek to clear your felves this way, you 
put your felves fromany care that God fhould have 
to provide for you. That we read of David, Pfal.38. 
12,13,14,15. is very obfervable, They which feek my 
hurt, faith he, (peak mifchievous things, and imagine 
deceits all the day long, but I as adeaf man heard not; 
and again, verfe 14.1 was as a man that heareth not ; 
but mark verfe 15. In thee O Lorddo I hope, thon 
wilt haar: The lefs he wa the more confidence 
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Cap.31.| he had in God that be would hear, and could the 
more comfortably commit his caufe to im but if he 
had been too quick to hear himfelf, God would not 

. | readily have heard for him, and what had he got by 
that? Now by allthis you cannot but be convinced 
in your thoughts, that it is a great evil to revile again, 
and you that have been guilty of this, let your hearts 
{mite you, and know what caufe you have to be hum- 
bled before the Lord. 

Oueft.| Butisit poffible not torevile again? Who can but 

ma do fo when they come and give {uchill language, fo 

injurious, {o falfe ¢ 

Anf.| Thofe that have the Spirit of Chrift can do other- 

| wife. Thofe thatknow the evil of fin to be a greater 

evil then the evil of fuffering, can do this. And thofe 
that are wife, and will not mifchief themfelves, can 
do this. Can any by reproaches force you to take a 
knife and cut your felves ! If they force you to com- 
mit fin, they force you to worfe. Certainly you think 
every man is in bondage; confider what miferable 
bondage men fhould be in, for to bein the power of 
theirenemies, when they lift to make them to mif- 
chief themfelves, can-there be any worfe bondage ¢ 
for an enemy to draw any body where he will, isnot 
Nolimtce | £0 much, but to make me to hurt my felf,, this is a- 
ci-ix boc | great and afore bondage indeed. Wherefore there 
go f jis no contending with reproaches this way by re- 
feendere, in| proaching again, here the overcomier is the lofer. 
nuogi | When Demofthenes was reproached by one, I wil 
vue | aot, faith he, frive with thee inthis kinde of ficht, 
ijt melior. | in which he that is overcome is the better man, 

5. Fiftly,. take heed you be not hindred in your way, or 

break off your courfe when you are reproached: what 
though 
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though there be filth caft in the way, fhall we de- | Cap.3 1- 
cline our way? though the clouds do arife,and darken 
the light of the Sun, does the Sun ceafe in its courfe, 
and ceafe Mhining becaufe itis darkned ? no, it goes 
on its courfe and fhines till it breaks forth: fo you e, 
are going on, fhining in a good converfation, {ome |sa4uucis; 
come and caf reproach upon your way, and darkens zerera- 
your courfe ; What, fhall you ceafe ? No, go on, and Se 
in time you will break through the clouds. Was there |ray:aa- 
ever fuch a fool ‘as to be jeered out of his inheritance 2 a7 
. . Og Rafa- 
A manhathan inheritance worth a thoufand pounds-|,exyz0- 
ayear, and a company fhall go and fcorn him, and Wer ss 
contemn him, and reproach him, and he fhall be Daa: 
rather willing to part with his inheritance then to brav én 
| be thus jeered, Was there ever any fuch a fool? Is not 477 emt 
our way of Religion a greater inheritance to us , Iris)’ ¥ 
then an inheritance‘of a thoufand pounds a year? If liu aum 
you fhould be moved to go outof your way upon:}} wa 
reproaches, know that this will be infinite more re- luueivs 
proach to you, then if all the'men of the world [ris dv- 
did.caft reproach upon yous this will reproach you UE 
to your confcience, and that before God and all the |res oë 
Angels and Saints, before all Gods people. “And 227e 


then befides, this will further reproach you before liess 


; Uste 
wicked men too, you will be the more fcorned and Peuudst- 
vilified. Tiy : egy.) 


: iiS 
I remember a {peech of a Heathen Philofopher, Boird. 


lf any man begin to embrace Philofophy, he muft [>37 20- 
be reproached ; They wil fay, What, we fhall have a 
a Philofopher of you by and by, what pride and con- Avra. 
ceitednefs is this? But do you ftill go on in your fe 
way, and thofe who reproached you before , will |c.27- 
after admire you: But if you fall off, after you have 
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begun (not being able to bear reproach) This, fays 
he, deferves a double reproach: Your reproachers 
will reproach you much more, they will fay, Here is 
a time-ferver, who will do any thing as the times 
ferve for his turn. None fo much contemned as 
-| CApoftates. Thofe that oppoled Nehemiah, and 
fought to hinder his work, did it toreproach him, if 
| hehad left his work for reproaching., they would 
have reproached him much more: How would this 
` | ctit youto the heart, that thofe that did reproach 
you, if you go out of the way, fhould reproach 
you much more? Confider, does this befeem the 
{pirit of a Chniftian 2 Had you ever any experimen- 
tal knowledge of the evil of fin, or any good in| 
the ways of Gode Will this be an anfiwer be- 
fore God, when you come to give anaccount why 

yOu went out of, your way? Lord, I, fuffered fo 
‘| much reproach, Lcouid not bear it.: And again,» will 
it not be juft with God,-for to fuffer you to fall into 
{ome vile {candalous fin to be reproached for, after 
another maner ¢. becaufe, that you would : not fuf- 
°° | fer ‘reproach for his name, you fhould..fuffer re- 
~~ | proach for your fin.s Thefe are ithe things we are to 
‘be warned of, 7 
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How we are to bear Reproaches. 


Ut how are we to bêar reproaches? Weare 
B to bear our reproaches eu, patiently, fruit- 
BSF filly, joyfully, and to return good for evil. 
Firft,we are to bear them s#/ely -there is a great deal 
of wifdom required in bearing of reproaches and evils 
that men are accufed of, the exercife of wifdom does 
appear muchin the bearing of reproaches , though 
we fhould not be infenfible, yet not to take too much 
notice of every reproach that is caft ponus. It was 
the {peech of a Philofopher, when one was reproach- 
ing of him, fome told him they deride thee ; but 
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fays he, I am not derided, I will not take tomy felf \cr. 


that which is caft upon me: Yt is wifdom for people 


Sapiens È 


to go away, and take but little notice of any thing faulo con- 


that is caft upon them, and therefore when upon 
every idle reproach, there come a company tatling, 
and fay, Such aone fays thus and thus s {fuch fhould 
be fent away withan angry countenance, it is a dif- 
honor to you to receive them, as if you would take 
notice of every word, and as if you had no other 
things to take up your thoughts. Dionyfius having 
not very well uted Plato at the Court, when he was 
gone, he feared left he fhould write againft him, 
therefore he fent after him, to bid him notto write 
againft him, fays he, Tell Diony/iws, Ihave not fo 
much leifure as to think of him:fo wé fhould let thofe 
that reproach us to know, that we have not leifure to 
think of them, as S. Panl, when the Piper came upon 
- Bba his 
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his hand, he fhaked it off, fome would have fivelled’ 
and almoft dyed at thevery fight of fuch a thing? 
but he did but fhake it off: And fo thould we do by 
our reproaches; when reproaches are oppofed they 
do grow, as hair the more it is cut the more it grows, 
-| when they are defpifed they will vanih away; there 
isa great dealof evil comes by making much ado 
about reproaches. 

Firft, by this means they are kept up in the mouthes 
of people, and fo the evil is worfe, as a dunghil ftir- 
red ftinks the worfe. 

Again, it may occafion thofe that reproach us, to 
raife up things that were dead a great while ago, and 
adde that to our reproach. 

Again, it may occafion abundance of new matter, 
though falfe, to make our reproaches greater. If a 
man fhould undertake to anfwer every reproachful 
il {peech, there would be no end ; for the Devils breaft, 
"| fays Luther, is very fruitful with lyes. 

Again, our making much ftir, does but ftir them 
the more that do reproach us, and by making ado 
and ftir, it comes to be more divulged. 

Laftly, when we do ftir, if we do not clear every 
little minute to the utmoft,it will be a means to make 
| us fufpected of all, and-therefore do not take much 
notice of reproaches. Itis a notable example that we 
finde of one Pericles as he was fitting before others 
ina meeting, a foul-mouthed fellow railed upon him 
all the day long; at night when it was dark, and the 
mecting broke up, the fellow followed him and rail- 
edat him evento his door, and he took no notice of 
him what he faid, but when he came at home, this is 
all he faid, It és dark,I pray let my man light you home. 

But k 
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But men will take me for guilty if I let it pafs 
quietly. 

Not fo, we know many times Chrift himfelf 
took no notice of a great deal of evil that was 
faid againft him, fothat the Rulers wondred, How 
isit that they lay thefethings to your charge, and yon 
anfwer nothing è? Again rather the other will thew us 
guilty, it was a fpeech of Wdmbrofe concerning 
thofe thar cannot fuffer reproach, while they clear 
themfelves guilty, they approve themfelves to 
be more guilty of that evil which is faid againft 
them. / 

Obj. But we fhall hearten them more in accufing 
of us. 

Anfw. No, it will rather bea means to hearten 
them by keeping a ftir, for then they have fomething 
to feed upon. 

obj. How fhall we ftop their mouthes ¢ 

Anf. Firft,walk.innocently,innocency wil clear all) 
and overcome in time , hence David faith, that thon 
mayeft be clear when thou judgeft. St. Pandi quoting 
this, Rom. 3.4. he hath it, That thou mayeft overcome 
when thou judgeft; he puts overcome for clear, becaule 
thofe who are clear will overcome. But more then this 
in the fecond place, you muft labor to- be. eminent.in 
that which is quite contrary to that which you are 
reproached for: Perhaps he reproaches you for one 
that is a-diffembler, labor for the greateft eminency 
of plainnefs of heart and fincerity: If it be for co- 
vetoufnefs labor to be eminent in liberality, & doing 
good wifely, not where they would have you, but in 
a gracious way, ordering your affairs by. difcretion : 
If it be. for pride, clear your felves not by yielding 
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eee eee a u- 
to their humor, but labor for aneminency of humi- 
lity another way, that thofe that can judge right may 
fee there is humility in you: thus labor to entertain 
reproaches with wifdom. 

Secondly, labor to bear reproaches patiently, And 
therein firft I fhall labor to take away thofe pleas 
whereby men are hindred in their patience. Secondly, 


| will hew what powerful arguments there are for 


I. 
Obj .1. 


Anfw. 


Obj.2. 


Anfw. 
ler.38- 19 


bearing reproaches. Thirdly, give fome means how 
to bear them patiently. 

Firft, to take away the pleas and objections that 
people have againft patience. Some will fay,-if it 
were not wrongfully, I could bear it, it would never 
grieve me. w 

One would wonder that ever there fhould come 
fuch a foolith fpeech out of the mouth ofa reafonable 
creature ; if therebe any thing that fhould uphold 
your hearts,it fhould be your innocency, therefore let 
not fuch a fpeech be heard out of a manor womans 
mouth, much lefs out ofa Chriftians mouth, if your 
guilt would encreafe the burthen of the reproach, 
as moft certainly it would, then it would be harder 
to bear it being guilty, then now it isbeing inno- 
cent. 

But this is that which finks my heart, it is a reproach 
that takes away my Name, even from thofe that are 
godly, and they come by thefe reproaches to have 
hard thoughts of me; and this is the greaceft afflicti- 
on,for an outward affliction, under Heaven. 

Itis true, Zedekiah feared more tobe mocked of 
the Fews then of the Chaldeans ; it is certainly a forer 
aff.iction to be reproached by the profeffors of Re- 
ligion, then by any others ; but yet God is pleafed to 

exercife 


e {O O E 
“ 


Moses his Choice. 


379 


exercife his people many times with this affli@icn al- Cap.320 


fo; andit may be God fees this to be the moft fea- 
fonable and fuitable to exercife you withal, becaufe 
he would wholly take off yout hearts from other 
things, and fatisfie your fouls with himfelf alone , 
and bleffed is that man that can make this ufe of ir, 
to get his heart the more clofe and fully to God. It 
is the bleffing of God upon you, that your heart is 
above the reproaches of other men; wf God will ex- 
ercife you with an affliction that you are fenfible of, it 
is fit you fhould yield your {elf unto him in it: 
Would you have God exercife you in fuch afflictions 
as are onely eafie tobe born, of which you fhould 
not be fenfible: it is the bitternefs of them that 
caufeth them to work, if they were not bitter, as to 
make you fenfible, it is not like they would be pro- 
fitable. DE oe ‘ i bo z 

Thirdly , {fome cannot tell how to bear their re- 
proaches, becaufe itis not onely a difgrace to their 
name, but it hinders their fervice in Gods Church,by 
this means they come to have ill efteem, and are not 
like to do fo much good in the Church of God, which 
I confefs is a great matter. 


Eet no.man lay fo much upon his fervice he fhall | 


do, but let God have his,work his own way,and God 
expects this humility, fromus, that he may have his 
work done .his own way, and-if.-God pleafeth he 
may make ufe of us, to do fo much work for him, 
as if our names were never fo- clear: The Prophets | 
were fcorned and: reproached- and. did they never 
do fervicez and St. Pal, never any man- in the 


ne 


man that ever-was fo much reproached as he; he 
was 
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was whipped up and down as if he had been a rogue, 
and he was fain co go about in tatters, not having 
wherewithal to cover his nakednefs, and had not 
bread to putin his body, and was called a feditious 
fellow, and counted the filth of all things; and yet 
this St. Paul was ufed as the moft worthy inftru- 
ment of Gods fervice that ever was fince the world 
began, next Chrift himfelf. 

Secondly, the arguments that may move us to bear 
reproaches patiently. 

Firft, a Chriftian is called to do and fuffer great 
things for God, and ftrong and glorious is the grace 
of God that is in a man where it is true , now if Chri- 
ftianity fhall not enable to bear reproaches, what will 
itenable youto do? Does not the Scripture {peak 
of the excellency, andthe glory, and the power of 
the grace of Gode What excellency, and power, 
and glory isin it, if itcannot do this? Now Chri- 
| ftians that are called to do and fuffer fuch great 

things, fhould be above the reproaches of the world. 
Seneca would not have them called miferies , but 
troublefome things, concerning which we cannot fay 
a wife man overcomes them, but he is fo far above 
them,” as he is fcarce fenfible of them; if it be nort | 
out of ftupidity or difcontentednefs, but out of true | 
magnanimity of fpirit, that one is not fenfible of fuch | 
things, this befeems a Chriftian well. Now ifa, 
Chriftian having received the grace.of God, (hould | 
not think much of any mifery that he is capable of in 
this world, then furely he fhould not have his heart 
fink when there's but a troublefome thing befaln him. 
It was the fpeech of Xenophon when one came and re- 
proached him, fays he, You have learned how to re- 
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proach, and I have learned how tobear reproach. And 
Ariftippus the Philofopher faid, You are fit to caft 
reproaches, and I am fit to hear reproaches. 

Secondly, what are yon ? or what is your sames 
that you fhould think much-to-bear reproach e 
when as others that are your betters, that are not 
fo vile, not fo guilty as you, not fo lyable tore- 
proach as you; when as others of Gods fervants, 
that have been moft eminent in grace and parts, 
have been under exceeding reproach ;' yea, others 
whofe names have been far more worth then yours, 
there have been more ufe of their names, and 
credits, and honors, then of yours, and yet God 
hath fo ordered it in his providence, that reproaches 
and afperfions have been caft upon. them, and do 
you think fo much to be reproached? What do 
we think of our flefh better then others, that we 
fhould not endure trouble in it? and what do we 
think of our names,that we cannot endure reproaches 
in them. 

Yea, not onely others that are better then you, 
but God and Chrift is reproached: How is the 
name of God flighted? the bafeft wretch that will 
tremble before his Mafter, thinks himfelf good 
enough to blafpheme the name of God : How is the 
majefty, foveraignty, and authority of God contemn- 
ed in the world ? How are the dreadful threatnings 
of God, and the revelation of Gods wrath {corned 
inthe world ¢ When as we hear out of the word 
fuch dreadful manifeftations of Gods wrath againft 
fin, which calls for trembling hearts, yer how 
are they {lighted in the world? thus God is re- 
proached, and Chrift : No man & able to bear [o much 
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contempt as Chrift beares daily, fays Luther : Not 
to {peak of the reproaches that Chrift endures in his 


ferre tamü| people, but the reproaches that he endured in his per- 
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fon, in his preaching , how was he contemned in Luke 
16. 14. when he preached againft covetoufnefs, the 
Pharifees {corned at him; the word fignifies, They 
blew their nofes at him: you know how he was cal- 
led a Devil, a Samaritan, awine-bibber, a friend of 
publicans and finners, What worfe can be imagined 
then was caft upon Chrift they (pit on his face, that 
bleffed face of his, that the waves of the Sea were 
afraid of, and that the Suz withdrewits light from, 
as not being fitto behold it, and yet they put thorns 
upon his head, and bowed to him in reproach, yea, 
in his mifery how was he reproached, when he was 
upon the Crofs, they nodded their heads at him, and 
faid, He that could fave others ,let him come down and 
fave himfelf. 

Again, confider the great mercy of God in con- 
cealing the fecret fins of your thoughts: there are 
none, let them be never fo innocent in the world, yet 
there is fo much filth and bafenefs within the heart, 
thatif God fhould but turn the infide outward, and 
difcover all to the world, certainly it would make 
them afbamed of the fociety of men, make them 
afhamed to come into the Congregation, what con- 
fufion, and what matter of reproach would there be 
then? Now, feeing Godin his goodnefs favors his 
people fo far, as he keeps in much fecret evil that he 
could difcover before the world: if he fhould with- 
draw himfelf alittle from you, he could let you fall 
into fuch fins, as your fecret fins fhould be difcovered, 
but God favors your names, fo as that he hath kept 
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in that fecret evil that youhave had fecret inclinati- 
ons unto; now the confideration of Gods goodnefs 
in tendring you fofar,may very well quiet your hearts 
when you begin to be troubled for every reproach 
that is caft upon you: Now I fee my adverfaries are 
fain to watch and fearch, and pry for occafion of re- 
proach, God might have given them matter enough, 
and therefore its mercy they have fuch little matter 
asthey have. Itis a great work of nature to keep 
the filthof the body when itis ina man from be- 
ing unfavory unto others ; fo the filth of the foul, 
though it be unfavory to God, yet it is Gods mercy 
that keeps ic from that unfavorinefs that it might be 
to men. 

Fifthly, confider how much reproach the name of 
God hath endured for your fakes ; and is it fo great a 
matter for your names to be reproached for his fake? 
Itis anotable fpeech Chryfoffom hath, That for us 
and for our life our Lord fhould be blafphemed, is worfe 
then if we perifbed, Hath not the name of God been 
reproached for your fakes ? not onely in the time of 
your ignorance, but fince ; have there not been occa- 
fiongivenby you, to caufe others to reproach the 
name of the blefled God? and if God comes to you 
in your zames, do you take it {o ill ¢ 

Again, confider who thofe are that do reproach 
you, and for what it is. It isthe fpeech of an An- 
cient, That a reproacher is beneath a man, but the re- 
proached that bear it well, are equal to the ¢ngels. 
she Hebrew word that fignifies fcorners, hath many 
other fignifications which fet out the vilenefs, the 
dangerous evil there is ina {cornful fpirit ; the Seven- 
ty, befides that of (corning, have five other Megi: to 
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Cap.32. | hew the fignification of it, as firft, asu% in the firft 
| Pfalm, inthe chair of {corners, they tranflate it by 


a word that fignifies the plague, in the chair of 
plagues, becaule {corners are a plague to the place 
where they live, and do infect many ; a fecond word 
that they ufe to exprefs it by, is dxaasw, Prov. 20.1. 
which fignifies ivcorrigible , that which cannot be 
tamed, becaufe {corners are fuch , Wine isa {corner, 
res indomita, an unruly thing that cannot be tamed, 
becaufe it makes men to be fo, and {o are {corners, 


.| there is little hope of fuch: Thirdly, fometimes they 


tranflate it wxG@-, Prov.g.12.as fuch as are given up to 
all kinde of vice, and {o are fcorners: And fourthly, 
by a word that fignifies proud, xasnedvos, Prov.3.34. 
for fuch likewife are {corners : Fifthly, by a word 
that fignifies to deal unjuftly, raplwoxw, Pfal.119.51. 
becaufe {corners are injurious. Thus you fee what 
kinde of men thofe who fcorn and reproach the ways 
and profeflors of Religion are. 

But befides, they are efpecially fuch as have been 
brought up fuper(titioufly or prophanely ; {uch as have 
been bred in {uperftitious Popifh families, are many 
times bitter {corners and reproachers of thofe who 
are moft forward inthe ways of godlinefs. We read 
2 Kings 2.23. when Elifha went to Bethel, there 
came forth little children out of the city and mocked 
him, and faid unto him, Go wp thou bald head, go up 
thou bald head, that is obfervable,they came out of 
Bethel, which was that idolatrous city in Ifrael 
where the Calf of Feroboam was fet up,that place wag 
full of {corners at the Prophets of the Lord; you 
may know the temper of the place, by the difpofition 
of the little children, they ufually heard their 
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parents and thofe who were elder {corn at the Pro- | Cap.32. 
phets of the Lord, they were brought up in that way, 
and becaufe it was at Bethel the curfe of God was the 
rather upon their children to deftroy them, although 
they were but children, yet two and forty of them 
were prefently deftroyed. Hoféa7.5. we read of 
thofe who were elder, the great ones in that City, 
even Feroboam himfelf, and his Courtiers, what {cor- 
ners they were, Inthe day of our King, the Princes 
have made him fick with bottles of wine, he ftretched 
out his hand with the [corners. The Princes, Nobles, 
Officers , great ones of the Countrey, jeered and 
{corned at thofe, who would not yield to that way of 
worfhip that Fereboam had fet up, namely of the 
Calves ; O they muft be fo precife, as no worfhip 
will ferve their turn, but going up to Ferufalem to 
worfhip there; fuch as ventured the lofs of their 

_| eftates, their offices, their liberties, they accounted 
them fools; and reproached them as acompany of 
fimple filly people. 

And as fuperftition is a caufe of this, fo prophane- 
nefs and fen{uallity caufeth it likewife; that is obfer- 
vable in the forenamed place of Hofea, when he was 
made fick with wine, then he ftreched out his hand 
with {corners ; when wicked men pamper themfelves 
with good cheer, and their hearts are hot with wine, 
then they {corn at Religion, and reproach fuch as are 
more ftriétand forward then others, blefling them- 
{elves in the brave life they live, contemning the 
ways of godlinefs, and the profeffors of them, as 
fuch who want thofe brave delights they enjoy, and 
in regard of that they {corn at,and reproach the ways 
of God.and his people at thofe times. Palm 35. 16. 
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with hypocritical mockers, in feafts, they gnafhed 
upon me with their teeth; the moft cruel {cornful 
reproaches againft the Saints are at feafts. That place 
is obfervable, Deut. 32.33, 34. Their wine is the 
poyfon of dragons, and the cruel venom of afps, be- 
caufe of the bitternefs of their {pirits, againft thofe 
whoare godly, when they are at their cups: bur 
mark what follows, Is not this laid up in ftore, and 
fealed up among my treafures ? tome belongeth ven- 
geance,and recompence, their foot fhall flide in due 
time. God wiJlremember this, itis laid upin ftore 
with him, itis furely fealed up, and fhall certainly be 
brought forth one day. 

And yet further, Who are your reproachers? They 
are thofe that are weak, or ignorant, orfuchas are 
malicious. Weak and ignorant, for-any one that 
hath wifdom, to be troubled at the reproaches of 
thofe that are weak, itis a wonderful difgrace: Will 
any man care that is a workman, to have an unskilful 
man reproach his work? It isa notable fpeech of 
Seneca, Some are polfe/t with fuch great folly and mad- 
nefs, tothink they may be reproached by a woman. 
And for the salicious, alas! they reproach them- 
felves a great deal more then they reproach you, they 
do but difcover their own filth init, and therefore 


| are compared to {wine ; fwine will leave other things, 


and continually be rooting in dung; and fo thofe 
that love to be reproaching, leave the good that is 
in any, and will always be rooting in their filth, here 
they thew their fivinith difpofitions. One compares 
a reproacher to the ftone that ftruck down Neba- 
chadneX Xars Image, whofe head was of gold, and 
the breaft and upper parts of filver, and the feet of 
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„| clay, the ftone came and ftruck the feet, the elay> \Cap. 32. 
and {o ftruck it down: fo reproachers do not look 
at the gold and filver, the parts and graces of Gods 
people, butif there be any ¢/ay, any infirmities or 
fins, they ftrike at them, and fo fell them down. 
The godly had need fence their feet of clay and in- 
firmities, that they donot lie open to malicious men. 
Erafmus tells of one who collected all the lame and 
defective verfesin Homers Works, but pafled over all 
that were excellent: So thefe, if they can {py any 
thing defective andevil, they obferve it, and gather 
all they can together, but will take no notice of 
that which is good and praife-worthy ; like the Kite 
who flies over the fair meadows and flowers, and 
lights onely upon the carrion, or like flyes that love 
onely to be upon the fore galled places of the horfes 
back. 

And whatis it you are reproached for? it is ei- 
ther good orevil; if it begood, you have no caufe 
to be troubled, if itbe evz/, itis threefold, the evil 
of fin, or natural infirmities, or outward meannefs. If 
it be the evil of fin, then either you are guilty or not 
guilty ; if you be guilty, it is not reproach, but right 
judgement of thy condition, andif there be fuch a 
great evil for others to {peak of it, what a great evil 
isit for theeto be guilty of it? and therefore you 
fhould turn all the trouble that you have for the no: 
tice whichis taken of it, upon your guiltinefs init: 
| and many times although the thing be true they fay 
of you, yetit is {fo poorand meana thing, that you 
may comfort your felf in this,that furely they cannot 
perceive worfe in you, forif they could, they would 
make ufe of that. Latimer in his laft Sermon before K. | 
Cez Edward, 
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ap.32- | Edward, fays, He was glad when any objected indif- 
cretion againft himin his Sermons, for fays he, by 
that I knew the matter was good, elfe they would foon 
have condemned that. And if you be not guilty, én- 
nocency is bulwark enough. Says Seneca, He isto be 
afbamed that does unjaftly and [hall yon be afhamed that 
are innocent ? 
obj. | Yes, others think I am guilty. 
Anjw.| But if you go onin an innocent way, whofoever 
Dic quef, | do think fo, do difgrace themfelves: for fuppofe one 
f Ea fhould fay the Su» were dark, and another fhould be- 
amorem | lieve it, who is difgraced ¢ the Suz, or the man that 
nll either faid it or believed it ¢ foif an afperfion be caft 
fibi dera- | Upon thofe that are godly, and they walk in a fhining 
'xie? fibi, | converfation before others, it will be fuch a reproach 
2p p| to any that raifes the reproach, as ic will keep others 
et infanië- | from believing of it. But if the evil be fome natural 
vis opinionel infirmity, weaknels of parts, or the like, then thou 
Bere. mayeft comfort thy {elfin this; that there is no dif- 
fet modo | honor in natural infirmity, itis onely fin that brings 
a te fhame, there is a relation between fin and fhame, 
burem | but between nothing elfe and fhame; itisa fign alfo 
jfeirls | they want other things, when they reproach thee for 
le matat. | Natural infirmities. 
Hom. Seventhly , confider what honor God hath put 
a “P: | upon you, and what he intends to put upon you:if you 
oa, be godly, he hath put honor enough upon you, and 
that may be enough to uphold the heart under all the 
reproaches and ftains that men and Devils can caft 
upon you. Hath not the Lord been pleafed to bring: 
youinto the honorable eftate of fonfhip?’ and hath 
put his glory upon your fouls, and hath honored 
you by that near relation you have to Chrift è 
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he hath honored you by the glorious priviledges of fe 4p.32. 


the Gofpel, he hath honored you by giving himfelf 
and Chrift to you; he hath honored you in the 
hearts of his Saints, men of precious fpirits, who 
know much of Gods minde, who are able to judge 
wherein true excellency confifts, their hearts are 
with you, they blefs God for you, the efteem of 
one godly man is more to be regarded then thou- 
fands of others, your name is precious amongft 
the Saints, and that is enough. When Doeg re- 
proached David with devouring words in Sauls 
Court, yet David blefled himfelf inthis, Pfalm 52. 
$. But lama green Olive-tree inthe honfe of God, 
Doeg flotirifheth in the Court, and my name may be 
blafted there, but I” the houfe of God, there my 
name is precious; Iam there asa green olive-tree, 
and that is more to me then flourifhing in Sauls 
Court. Now fhall the reproach of an evil tongue 
take away the comfort of a godly heart that hath 
fo great honors? We count ita great evil, and ex- 
ceeding was the bafenes of the {pirit of Haman, when 
he was fo honored by the Kizg and his Nobles, yet 
that he fhould be vexed, becaule 4Zordecai would 
‘not bow to him, that all his honor fhould ‘do 
him no good: foisitnot the bafenefs of the fpi- 
ritsof Gods Servants, (truly it is to be called by 
no other name) when as God hath raifed them to 
fuch glory, whenas God hath made them Mem- 
bers of, and Coheirs with his Son, and they are’in- 
vited to the Banquet of the Lord, to the great Sup- 
per of the Lamb, and the Lord hath provided for them 
all the glory of Heaven, and there are fuch glorious 
things fpoken of them in the word, yet for all this 
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if they come into wicked company, and have burt; 
an evil tongue {peak againft them, they are fo dif- 
couraged and caft down, as if all the honor that 
God had put upon them were nothing: What an 
evil thing is this? And how do you derogate from the 
goodnefs of God, to walk thus unbefeeming Chri- | 
{tians 7? 

If you had never fo much filth upon you for the 
prefent, being there is fo much honor to come,| + 
what need you to care? If a manbe going tobe 
crowned, and tobe glorified, and thofe that do not 

| 


know him, as he goes contemn him, what cares 
he? He knows that within a few days he fhall be 
honored by thofe that do reproach him. As David 
faid to cAtichal, 2 Samuel 6.22. when fhe told him 
of being vile in the eyes of the handmaids, O 

the maid-fervants which thos haft fpoken of, of 
them fall I be had in honor: fo even of thole 


of the world, which now you fay do fo reproach 


lyou, seven of them hereafter fall you be had in 
Mivsenda | honor: If we believe there are {uch things to 


come, that we fhall fic with Chrift, and judge the 
Angels, and judge the reproachers, why thould we 
be troubled ? 

There is a famous paflage I have met with inj 
Chryfoftom, to this purpofe, he brings in Chrif 
comforting his Difciples againft reproaches, {peaking 
thus unto them: * What, 1s the wrong grievous unto 

ou, that now they call you feducers and conjurers ? it 
will not be long before they [hall openly call you the Sa- 
viors and bleffings of the whole world; that time | 
that fhail declare all things that are now hid, fhall 
rebuke them for their lying words againft you, and 
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fhall kindlethe [plendor of your vertue, fo they fhall | Cap.32. 
be found lyars, evil fpeakers, falfe accufers of o- 
thers, but you fhall be more clear and illuftriows then 
the Sun, and you fhall have allmen witneffes of your 

lory. 
2 g Again, confider what abundance of reproach 
and contempt juftly many do fuffer for their fins and 
wickednefs that indeed they are guilty of, fin carries 
many men through infinite fhameful things: as take 
one that is given toa bafe luft, and fo as he may en- 
joy his luft, he cares not what fhame he endures, 
though he be counted the fhame of their friends, and 
the {cum of the place where he lives. Who are fo 
bafely looked upon as bafe drunkards ¢ they are look- 
ed upon as more vile then the filthand dung of the 
| earth, and yet they go on and blefs themfelves in the 
pleafure they have in their lufts, notwithftanding the 
reproach. Ifone fhould be content to go onin his 
luits, and pleafe himfelf therein, notwithftanding all 
the reproach he endures, what caufe have we to go 
onin the ways of God, and keep clofe to him,though 
all the world reproach us ¢ 

9. Again, confider the goodnefs of God inde- 
livering of youfrom everlafting reproach. In Daz. 
12. 2. (Many of themthat fleep inthe dast of the 
earth {hall awake, fome to everlafting life, and fome 
to fhame and everlafting contempt. We might have 
been amongft the company of thofe that fhall have 
all their wickednefs opened at the laft day of Judge- 
ment before God himfelf, and might have had the 
Lord himfelf mocking at us. 

10. And yet futther, confider that the gteateft evil 
of reproachitis from him that receives it, itis ac- 

Cc cording 
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cording as we take it. Itis a {peech of Chryfoftom ; 
As it is with meat, foit is with reproaches, tt is not 
the goodnefs and {weetne(s of the meat in its felf that 
makes it tobe good and [weet tome, but according as 
my ftomack and body is affected: And fo in all re- 
proaches, it is not as it comes from him thar cafts it, 
that makes it evil,bur itis as he that receives it makes 
it: caft dirt upon dirt, and it will Rick, caft dirt up- 
ona piece of polifhed brafs or iron, and it will fall 
off; the greateft part of the evil of reproaches , 
comes from the affection of the receiver, then it is 
in our power to make reproaches to be as nothing, if 
we can but take pains to get our hearts fo affected, as 
that the reproach may not ftick: It is not in the 
power of any manin the world to ftain us, if we by 
{ome evil do not make the ftain to ftick upon our 
felves. 

Again, if youconfider that God hath the care of 
your ames, that may be a great argument’ to help 
you to. bear reproach: God hath taken the charge of 
the zames of his people, as truly as of their fouls, 
and if God hath the charge of your mames, why are 
you troubled at any thing that befals youin regard 
of your zame ? It youbein Gods way, you are to 
commit your felves to God, he hath charge of yours, 
when Gods Servants are meek and quiet, and do 
not hear reproaches again{ft themfelves, yet God 
hears them, it is no great matter then though they- 
we have forthis, Pfalm 38.12,13,15. They {peak 
milchievous things, {ays David, but I as adeaf man 
heard not, but mark verfe 15. In thee O Lord do 


I hope, thou wilt hear, O Lordmy God, What need 
David 
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David hear, God will hear :- the lefS we hear in this | 4P-32. 
cafe, the more will God hear, Fob 5.21. Thou fhalt 
be hid from the fcourge of the tongue: Now there is 
ativofold hiding from the {courge of the rongue, 
either by delivering us wholly from it, or otherwife 
delivering us from the evil of ir: Asa man may be 
faid to be hid and delivered from a thing that can do 
him no hurt, and fo in this fenfe at leaft thou fhalt 
be delivered from the fcourge of the tongue, it may 
be that God will wholly free us from the {courge of 
the tongue, or it may be it is fit thou thould{t be 
fcourged, yet thou art hid from it {oas it fhall do 
theeno hurt, no not to thy name in the conclufion. 
And fo in Pf4l.37.5,6. Commit thy way to the Lord, 
truft alfo in him, and he fhall bring it to pafs, and he 
foal bring forth thy righteoufne{s as the light, and thy 
judgement as the noon day. This was the argument 
that upheld David when Shimei curt him , Well fays 
he, ét may be God bid him, my name is in his hand,and 
he may do withmy same what he pleafe. Upon this 
Amobrofe hath this fpeech, O the height of the wif- 
doim,prudence,patience of David! whata worthy plot 
had he to deliver him{elf from the evil of reproach. 
Again, it isa greater mercy that God keeps you 
from the evil of the hands of wicked men, if God 
beat out the teeth of wicked men, that they onely can 
bark and not bite, that their tongues and not their 
hands can onely reach you. The complaint of Fob 
might have been thine, ch.16.11. God hath delivered 
me tothe ungodly and turned me over into the hands of 
the wicked, this would have been grievous indeed. 
Although they fend a flood of reproaches after you,as | 
Rev.12.15. the Dragon caft out of his mouth 4 flood 
atten! 
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after the Church, yet thou art far from their reach as 
the Was, therefore be patient under reproaches. Iris 
through the wantonne(s of our hearts that we are fo 
fenfible of the evil of reproaches, becaufe we are not 
accuftomed to fuffer greater evils; thofe who arein 
danger of greater evils, have no letfure to think on 
thefe things, fays Seweca, but mindes weakned with 


coo much idlenef§, and wanton and effeminate 
i] through want of fufterings. 


Yet further, confider what a great dea! of good 
there is in bearing reproaches patiently. 

Firft, there is a great deal of honor init: There is 
more honor in bearing reproaches patiently , then 
there is difgrace in having them caft wrongful- 
ly upon you; now what do you lofe then? Sup- 
pofethere be hot water, and I put fo much cold to 
it, it lofes its warmth,but if Iput more warm thencold 
toit, then the water hath loft nothing of its warm- 
nefs: So fuppofe you be reproached, and God 
brings more honor then the reproach did fcandal, 
then you have loft nothing, Every fool can caft 
reproach, but it is the part of a wife man to bear it 
well, 

Again, if we can bear reproaches patiently, what 
a quiet willit be to our hearts ? otherwife we fhould 
never be quiet, for we live amongft thofe that will 
caft reproaches, and unlefs we can get power this 
way, we fhall never have comfortable lives, and 
we fhould think it much, that the comfort and quict 
of our lives fhould lie at the mercy of others. 

Thirdly, the bearing of reproaches patiently is a 
mighty help tothe progrefs of godlineis in us: As 
thofe that have overcome the evil of fhamein a oe: 
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of fin, grow mightily hardned in their fins; fo thofe 


that have got that ftrength, to go on inthe ways of 


God, foas not much to regard any reproach that is 
caftupon them in that way, they will mightily grow 


in thofe ways. 
Laftly, confider there is much danger in being 


honored by men, and in many regards, the Aoxors 
of men are as much, if not more to be feared then 
their cowtempts and difhonors, Lather writing toa 
friend of his, fays, He would not have the glory 
and fame of Erafimus , my greateft fear is the praifes 
of men, but my joy is in their reproaches and evil 


{peeches. 
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What we fhould do, that we may be able to bear re- 
proach, 


Ut you will fay, thefe arguments may move 
B: to do it, and convince us we fhould doit, 
but how fhall we do it ¢ 
Firft, be fure to keep confcience clear, that that 
do not upbraid thee, be careful of what youdo, and 
tlen you need not be much careful of what men 
fay, 1f confciencé do not reproach you, reproach 
without will nor much move you; confciences tefti- 
mony forthee, is more then ten thoufand flanders 


againft thee: As the ftorms and winds without do not 
move the earth, but vapors within that caufes earth- 
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Kui fibi nihil confeius eft, plurimum latabitur, itut quo amjorcn dixcris tribulstionen, 


hoe majorem dicas voluprarca. Chiyfoft Hom. in AGa i4. 
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Cap.33.| quakes: As WAmorofe fays of David, he was not 
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much troubled with Shimers railing , becaufe his 
confcience did abound with good works. If thou 
cant fay with Fob, Chap.27.6. My heart fhall not re- 
proach me as long as Ilive , thou art dafe enough 
from the evil of reproach. 

Secondly, if you be failing in any thing , begin 
with your felves before any begin with you, accufe 
your felves before God firit, fo fome interpret that 
place in Pfal.119. Tam wifer then my enemies, though 
my enemies are witty, and do plot, and their malice 
do help them with invention, yet I am wifer, I can 
finde out the ways of my own heart, and my own 


| evils, better then all my enemies. 


Thirdly, Chriftians fhould exercife themielves in 
great things, inthe things of God, and Chrift, and 


z| eternity, and labor to greaten their fpirits ina holy 


maner, and beabove reproach. It was a {peech of 


_| Seneca , Men that know their greatnefs, are not trou- 


bled with reproaches, he will think himfelf above 
reproach; And therefore, if our fpirits be truly 
greatned (not with pride, but with the exercifing of 
our {pirits.in things that are above the world) re- 
proaches would be nothing in.our eyes. It is a nota- 
ble expreffion that St. Foha hath againft the evil 
tongue of Diotrephes, Ep.3.ver .10.He prates againft 
us with malicious words, in the Original it is,be trifles, 
although his words were malicious, and Diotrephes 
a great man, yet all was but trifles, fo high was St. 
Fohns {pirit above them. Aquinas gives two figns 
of a weak fpirited man, one, that he delights 
in light and foolith words; a fecond, that he can- 
not endure contempt; tuch a man, fays he, although 
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he fhould work miracles, yet he is beneath the per- | Cap.33. 
feétion of vertue, his fpirit hath no true greatnefS 
in it. 
The finking of the heart under reproaches , or 
to be put out of the way by them, argues too vile 
a pufillanimicy , fuch a poor low f{pirit as is not 
confiftent with the true magnanimity of 4 Chri- 
fiian, * Gulielmus Parifienfis in his Treatife De 
virtutibus , hath notable “Expreffions to this pur- 
pote, Little things, faith he, yea meer nothings caf |s non (oii 
down poor weak {pirited men. The words of vain |magua,fed 
men are fall things, whofoever fears fuch words |“/47/. 
foas to doevil, or to leave off good, are the. weak- |e nibits 
eft of men; thefe are like unto Soldiers who are |(™ ira diz 
caft down and overcome, not with fome violent iit 
ftrong tempeft, but with fome fmall weak puff |dica cnim 
of winde, thefe are the more ridiculous and not ee 
to be reckoned amongft Warriers; nay, they [oguorum 
are not to be reckoned amongft men, who fall off |bomiuun, 
for fear of words, which yet have not been |hiiujmodi 
ifpoken, as if a man fhould: fall for fear of the [verba ri- 
wind’ which yet blows not, fuch are thofe who |” men 
dare not do good, or leave evil, for fear of re- he 
proaches. 5 ` çentes, vel 
Fourthly , another means is to make your moan eetere]: 
to God, and lay your cafe before him, as Hezekiah, |tes,omninm 
when Rabfhekakh came and reviled God,and the people ee 
funt milites, qui non vento valido, fed levi fibilo tenuifsimoque (ufurro. he 
vincuntur, Hi ridiculofiores funt Gp in numero bellatorum nullatenus habendi, nec homi- 
num nomine cenfendi, qui verbis que necdum dicta funt, quafi vento qui nondum flavit, de= 
e faccre, vel mala dimittere metu bujufmodi.non andentes. Gulicl. Parif. 
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Cap.33-1 of God, he went and /pread the letter before God, 
| and made his moan before God; If we cando fo, 
there will be that fatisfaction to our fouls that isun- 
{peakable, and that will bea great argument of ogr 
innocency ; Many willfay, OA they are innocent, and 
God knows their hearts, but can you go and make 
your moan before God when you are reproached, and 
acquaint God with the caule, and receive refrefh- 
ment that way, as Fob 16.20. My friends {corn me, 
but mine eyes pour owt tears to God : And David, Pal. 
109.1,2. Hold not thy peace, O God of my praife, for 
the mouth of the wicked, andthe mouth of the deceit- 
ful are openedagainft me, os fpoken againft me 
witha lying tongue, they have compalfed me about 
with words of hatred, theyare mine adver faries, but 
I prayer , for fo the words are inthe Original, not I 
give my felf, butonely thus, bat I prayers asif he 
fhould fay , as for my part, all that I do to help 
my felf withal,is to pray to God,and make my moan: 
Others have their evil tongues to help them, and run 
to this witnefs and that witnefs,to feek to help them- 
felves, but I prayer, Pfal.57.2,3. I cry unto God 
moft high, he (hall fend from heaven and fave me 
from reproach of him that would fwallow me up, 
Selah, God fhall fend forth his mercy and truth: A 
carnal heart hath no way to deliver it felf, but by re- 
proaches again, by running up and down from one | 
witnefs to another, but a gracious heart hath other 
ways to help it felf, it cryes to God moft high, and 
looks for help from Heaven; God fends forth his mer- 
cy and truth to help, and there is -help indeed. 
Sic Fifthly, another help is this,if you can but get your 
. | hearts quietly and kindely to lament the con 
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of your reproachers, this will be a marvellous means |Cap.33. 


tofiveeren the heart,and to help to bear reproaches.It 
was the anfwer of Socrates to one who wondred at his 
patience towards one who reviled him, Jf we 
foould meet one , fays he, whofe body were more 
unfound then ours , fhould we be angry with him, 
and not rather D him? why then fhould we not 
do the like to him whofe {oul more difeafed then 
ours ? l 

The folly of our reproachers fhould caufe us to pity 
them, to be patient towards them, and pals by the 
wrong they do unto us;this was one of the arguments 
that Abigail brought to David, to quiet his fpirit that 
was fo ftirred againft Nabal, becaufe of that reproach 
he caft upon him ; Nabal, faith the, 1 hes name, and 
folly is with him, itis his folly, rather pity him, it is 
too low a thing tor fuch a fpirit as Davzds is to be ftir- 
red withit. Inftead of being troubled with the re- 
proaches that are upon you, your fpirits fhould be 
moft troubled for their fin: Now there is infinite 
caufe we have to betroubled for their fin more then 
for any evil that befalsus. An evil tongue devours, 
and is an abomination, and in Prov. 8.13. God fays, 
The froward mouth he hates: Now if you havè any love 
you fhould think thus, This poor man what hath he | _ 

done? he hath brought himfelf under the hatred of 
God, now this fhould mightily affeét the hearts of 
the godly. As he is an abomination to God, fo he is an 
abomination to men, Prov. 24.9. The {corner ts an 
abomination to men ; {cornful fpirits love to caft fhamé 
and ignominy upon others. And in Prov. 18.7.4 
fools mouth is his deftruction,and his lips are the fnare 
of his foul; we should think, he hath but eens 
ais 
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'Cap33-| his own foul, and fo fall a lamenting of his wretched 
condition. And foin Ifa. 33.10. Your breath as fire 
foall devour yon: If the breath of any man devours 
him, the. breath of revilers , and reproachers , and 
flanderers does. The Heathens called a reproacher 
A three-tongued man, becaufe he hurts three at once, 
he hurts bim that he reproaches, and him that heard 
the reproach, and bimfelf worftof all; do but get 
power over your hearts to bewail this fin, and your 
reproach will not be fo troublefom. Trilinguis Galle- 
fiusa writer upon Exod, 22. ver. 28. obferves the 
_ | exceeding patience of thofe three Emperors, Theodo- 
Sicxlevi-| fius, Honorius, Arcadius, towards thofe who fpake 
vendvin,f | NHL OF them, they would have them fubjeétto no 
ex infaxia | punifhment, for they faid, If it comes from lightuefs 
Oe of {pirit, itis to be contemned, if from madnefs, it is 
fab inju- | Worthy of pity, iffrom injury, it is to be pardoned, 
riaremit- | wrongs are to be forgiven. ' 

ee Again, labor to poffefs your fouls with the reality 
` {of the {weet of, and the honor there is in the ways 
of God, fo no reproach will be grievous to you: As 
it is faid of the covetous man, when {fome told him, 
Such and fuch hifs at thee, but fays he, I care not, 
aibiipft | Irejoyce in what I have at home, that Ihave fo much 
dom: plai- money in my cheft : So it fhould be with a gracious 
jnarca, | Heart, he thould fay, Ihave [weet enough in my own 
heart, what need I trouble my [elf with what others 

think or fay ¢ 
7. Seventhly, labor to fatisfie your fouls in the glory 


of God and Chrift : Though my name be caft out as 
filth, yet the name of God and Chrift is bleffed and 
clorious,.and fo fhall be for ever, let Devils and 
wicked men do what they can againft it; It wasa 

good 
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good fpeech of Luther, writing to his friend Spalati- | Cap.33. 
nus, bemoaning his condition to him, becaufe of the | Prorfis 
fcorn and contempt he fuffered, yet comforting him- |74 of 
: . 6 . . . eris 
felfin this, that Chrift lived and reigned, Luther is ac- [e4 Chre 
counted even a Devil, but Chrift lives and reigns, he |jtus vivi 
addes his Amen to it. - 

Thirdly, itis not enough to bear reproaches pati- 
ently, but we muft bear them fruitfully : a chriftian |5 
fhould think he hath not done that which belongs to 
achriftian, unlefs he hath got fome good by them ; 
a chriftian fhould not think it enough to free himfelf 
from the fcorn of the tongue, but’ he muft improve it 
for good by it. 

Firft, confider what ends God aims at by it, and 
labor to work them upon your felves, that you may 
attain to thofe ends. > 

Secondly, labor to draw what good inftructions 
youcan from the reproaches of others: As namely 
thus, when I hear men reproach and revile, O what a 

deal of evil is there fecretly in the heart of man, that 

is not difcovered till it have occafion? I did not 
think that fuch and fuch could ever have been re- 
proachers, if they had not been provoked. Again, 
do I fee another {o vigilant over me to finde me out to 
reproach me; how vigilant fhould Ibe over my {elf 
to finde out what is in me to humble me? Again, is 
there fo much evil to be under the ftroke of mans 
tongue, whata great evil isit to be under the ftroke 
of Gods jnftice ¢ 

Laftly, to be fruitful, that is, fet upon what duty 
God calls for at the prefent;furely this is one great ge- 
neral duty,that the lefs credit I fee I have in the world, 
let me labor to have the more credit in Heaven; I 
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Cap.33+! fee there is a breach of my name here, let me feek to 


make up my name in Heaven. 

4. And then they muft be born joyfully , but 
we fhall fpeak of that afterwards in the third point, 
that a gracious heart is not onely willing to bear re- 
proach when God calls unto ir, but in the caufe 
of Curr sr to triumph and rejoyce in his re- 
proaches. 

5. Laftly, we fhould return good for evil, then 
youcome to the top of Chriftianity. This is a fign of 
great progrefs in Religion: If I be weak, faith 4m- 
brofe, perhaps I may pardon one charging me falfly; 
butif I have profited, although not altogether per- 
feét, though he flows in upon me with reproaches, I 
hold my peace andanfwer nothing;but if I be perfeét, 
I then blefs him that reviles me, according to that of 
St. Paul, Being reviled, we blefs. If you can do thus, 
if you can heartily pray for your reproachers, and de- 
firegood tothem, and be willing to take notice of 
any good inthem, to clear up theirinnocency where 
there is iuft caufe, if you can be ready to offer any 
offices of love, and refpect, and kindenefs to them, 
and fo heap coals of fire npon them, this is a great fign 
of grace, you have made a good progrefs indeed in 
Gods way: Mat. 5.44,45. Blefs them, {ays Chrift, 
that curfe you, pray for them that de{pitely ufe you,that 


ye may be the children of your Father erc. Why, were 


they not children before ¢ Yes, but this declares it, 
now God owns them for his children: If we behave our 
felves thus,-we fhall have the comfort of this that our 


| reproaches come to us as to Gods people, whereas o- 


thers cannothave the comfort of this,you cannot have 


| any comfort from this argument, unlefS you behave 


you 


Moses his (hoice. 403 
your felves under reproaches after this maner: Now |Cap.33. 
whata great evilis this tocuta man off from that com- 
fort which hath been fpoken of in this argument ? 
and if you do behave your felves chriftianly under re- 
proaches, God is moreand more engaged to ftand 
for your names, and you are more prepared for glo- 
ry. As heis not fit to govern, that is not fit to ferve, 
but he that is fit to ferve, is fo much the fitter to go- 
vern ; fo thofe that can bear difgrace are fit to be ho- 
nored , and the greater glory will be afterwards , 
As the Sun that fhines through the clouds fhines 
the brighteft, fo when honor fhall come through 
difhonor,it fhall be the greateft honor. And then you 
fhall come to know that honor is fanctified to you,and 
that it is in love,aud you fhall be more able to rejoyce 
inthe honor that God fhall bring to your names then 
you would have done, and fo your reproachers hall 
be fervants to you. 

There is onely one place of Scripture that I fhall 
adde, and fo I have done with this point : Fob 17. 
compare the 6. verfe, with the 8.and 9. verfes ; ver.6. 
He hath made me alfo a by-word of the people: fob 
wasa godly man, and yet he was made a by-word : 
What then? at the8.verfe, Upright men fhall be 
aftonied at ths: How? Two ways, either they hall 
be aftonifhed at the horrible wickednefs‘of men that 
fhall contemn fo godly a manas: Fob was, and fay, 
Lord, what boldne(s is inthe hearts of the wicked ,that 
{hall prefume to dare to contemn fuch a fervant of 
thine ¢ or the upright fhall be aftonifhed, they fhall 
admire at the wonderful way of God towards his 
people,that the Lord shall fuffer wicked men fo far to 
go on in wickednefs, as to reproach his people : The 
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innocent, the godly man fhall fee thofe that are hy- 
pocrites, for not onely grofs prophane ones are re- 
proachers often times, but hypocrites : The innocent |. 
fhall ftir up himfelf againft the hypocrite, he fhall not 
be damped, but ftir up his thoughts againft the hypo- 
crite : The righteous alfo hall hold on his way,fhall not 
decline ; and not onely {o but he that hath clean hands 

| hall be Stronger and Stronger: And fo Ipafs to the 
next point. 


Cusp. XXKWLY. 


| The reproaches of Gods people are the reproaches of 
Christ. 


Point >. | gr F you take the reproaches either materially or for- 
Jos , materially that is when all the {ufferings of 
Gods people for which they are meanly efteemed 
and looked upon as contemptible, all their fufferings 
are the fufferings of Chrift : Formally, and that is the 
very {corn thatis caft uponthem,is the {corn of Chrif. 
I intend to handle this pointin both thefe, materially 
and formally : So that the thing we have to handle,is, 
That all the (ufferings, and contempt, and difefteem 
of Gods people, are the fufferings and contempt,and 
difefteem of Chrift. Sothat Gods people may turn 
the fpeech of Chrift concerning his Father, The re- 
proaches of them that have reproached thee, have fal- 
len upon me:But we may fay,Lord and blefled Savior, 
the reproaches of them that have reproached zs, are 
fallen upon thee,and mark therefore in Heb.13.13.the 
reproaches of Chrifts people are called the reproach 
of Chrift, Let us go forth unto him without the camp, 
bearing his reproach: And the fufferings of Gods 
fervants 
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fervants are called the fufferings of Chrift. Collof. \C4P-3+ 
1.24. and fill up that which is behinde of the 
affi@ions of Cu 1 s x, they are the afflictions of 
Chrift and every one muft make account to fill them 
up; not the fatisfactory fufferings of Chrift, but the 
fuffcrings.of Chrift in his myftical body, in his mem- 
bers: And fo every-member is to fill up a fhare in his 
fufferings. And fo ha 63.9. In all their afflictions 
he was afflicted: The {ufterings and troubles of 
Gods people are the fufferingsand troubles of Chrift, 
he is fenfible of thems; and therefore in 4s 9.4. 
Chrift cryes out, Saul Suul why perfecuteft thou me ¢ 
Further, compare two places together in one, Pfal.79. 
VEF.A,I2.AL sr 4.verfe, fays the Text, We are become 
areproach to our neighbors, a {corn and derifion to 
thofe that are round about ws: And at the twelfth verfe 
itis, Render unto our neighbors fevenfold into their 
bofom their reproach wherewith they have reproached 
thee, O Lord : He goes on inthe fame argument, and 
firft he calls them the reproach of the Church, and 
then the reproach of God. 

Butis it faid here the reproach of Chrift? It may be 
asked, Why not the reproach of God the Father, or 
the reproach of the Holy Ghoft ¢ 

The reproaches of Gods people are the reproaches 
of Chrift in afpecial maner ; becaufe Chrift is the 
head of the Church, and it is from the fulnefs of 
Chrift, that they have that grace conveyed which is 
reproached; and the union they have with God, 
and with the Spirit, is by Chrift, and therefore it 
isthe reproach of Chrift here named, according 
to the feveral workings of the Father, and Soz, and 
Holy Ghoft : {o the three perfons are reproached by 
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Cap.34.| mans fin: There isa reproach unto God as God, and 
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unto Chrift as Chrift, and unto the Spirit as the 
Spirit. 

There is a reproach unto God as he is Creator, the 
preferver of the world, and governor of all things : 
When the work of God, the firft Perfon of the Tri- 
nity, is reproached, then he is reproached, Prov.14. 
31. He that oppreffeth the poor, reproacheth his 
maker : Ivisa work of the Father to order things 
fo, as to make one poor, and one rich: And you take 
anadvantage to mock at the poor upon this diffe- 
rence which God hath made in the world, when as 
you fhould honor the work of God in making any 
difference detween youand others: but in ftead of 
honoring of it, youcaft an afperfion upon his work, 
and defpife others, becaufe God hath pur them ina 
low condition, you reproach your Creator in this. 
And when the work of Redemption is defpifed, when 
that is oppofed,and when the profeffion of the Gofpel 
hath difhonor put uponit, then Chrift is reproached : 
Heb.6.6. the Apoftle fays, Thofe that fall off after 
they have tafted of the heavenly gift, and the good 
word of God, and the powers of the worldto come, they 
put the Son of God toan open fhame. And when en- 
lightning, and drawing,and the quickening and com- 
forting work of the Spirit is reproached and vilified, 
then the Spirit is reproached, Heb. 10.29. They do 
defpite to the Spirit of grace : So that you fee both 
Father, Son and Holy Ghoft, all three are reproached 
by mans.fin; not that the fin of man is able to caft 
the Jeaft ftain upon the glory of the bleffed God, 
or make God to be lefs glorious, no more then 
a little duft caft up into the air can darken the bright- 
nefs. 
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nefs of the Sun fhining in its ftrength, bur it | Cap.34- 
keeps the glory of God from fhining upon o- 
thers, and upon himfelf, fo as he and others fhall 
not fee it, and admire it, and adore it as they 
ought. 

G you ask why the reproaches of Gods people are 
called the reproaches of Chrift ¢ 

Tanfwer, Firft, as Chryfoftome, becaufe they do 
fuffer the fame things that Chrift fuffers ; you fhall 
finde the reproaches of Gods people, and the re- 
proaches of Chrift are juft alike one another. In 
Pfal,22. 6,7,8. there are three things upon which 
Chrift feems to be reproached, and they are the 
three {pecial things upon which Chriftians are re- 
proached : As firft the outward means of Chrift in 
the world, Zam a worm and ne man, {othe outward, 
mean and low condition of Gods people fubjects 
themtoreproach. Secondly, Chrift bore the world 
in hand that he trufted in God, and depended upon 
God, and no outward help ; and therefore they faid, 
Let us fee whether he will deliver him, being he truft- 
edin him; fo the men of the world {corn at Gods 
people, becaufe they fpeak fo much of God, and 
trufting in God. Thirdly, they reproached him, be- 
caufe he faid, God delighted inhim , fo becaufe the | - 
Saints of God do profefs their relations to God, and 
do expect an efpecial love of God, therefore the 
world reproaches them. 

Secondly, itis the reproachof Chrift, in regard} 2. 
of the near relation, and clofe union that is between 
Chrift and his people: As the reproach of the 
Wifeis the reproach of the Husband, and the re- 
proach of the Husband is the reproach of the Wife, 
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Cap.34-) becaufe of their unio», and therefore in 1 Cor. 11. 
the Apoftle calls the woman, the glory of the man: 
Either in regard that the man may glory in her if fhe 
be godly and good, or elfe becaufe the woman does 
honor the man, the Wife is to honor her Husband, and 
to give glory to him; as the people of God are called 
The glory of God, partly becaufe God does glory in 
them, and partly becaule they do give glory to God : 
fothe woman fhould be fuchaone as the man may 
glory inher, and fuch a one as may give glory to her 
husband: Now the Church is the glory of Chrift, 
as the wife is the glory of the man, and therefore it is 
faid in 2 Cor.8.23.f{peaking of T#tws and others which 
were meffengers of the Church, he fays, they are the 
glory of Chrift, then certainly their reproaches muft 
be the reproaches of Chrift. 

Nay,there is a nearer union then this,for this is one- 
ly by covenant, but there is a union between the head 
and the members, that is a nearer union, the Church 
isnot onely flefh of Chrifts flefh, and bone of Chrifts 
bone, but it is the flefhof Chrift, and the bone of 
Chrift, it is the very fulnefs of the body of Christ, 
Eph. 1.23. itisa high expreffion: Yea, and befides 
this, the Churchis called Chrift, my/lical Christ : 
1 Cor.12.12. For as the body is one, and hath many 
members & all the members of that one body being ma- 
ny, are one body, fo alfo is Chrift; that is, The Church 
having many members, ought to be joyned in union as 
the body.yea,there is yet anearer union between Chrift 
and his people, the in-being is mutual, Chriftis in 
them, and they are in Chrift, Foha 14.20.You in me, 
and inyou : The arm is inthe body, but the body 
is not in the arm; the branch is in the vine, 


but. 
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but the vine isnot inthe branch, but here as the 
Saints are in Chrift, fo Chrift isin them: andin 
regard of this near union between them, their re- 
proaches may well be efteemed the reproaches of 
Chrift. 

Thirdly, becaufe they are reproached for the fake 
of Chrift : ifa dog be abufed for the fake of his ma- 
fter, itis the abufe of his mafter: much more when 
Gods own people are abufed for the fake of Chrift ; 
and therefore we finde that this hath been the plea of 
Gods people, for thy fake have we been killed all the 
day long , it was fot Chrifts fake rather then any evil 
inthemfelves. And therefore though they be re- 
proached for their fins, it may come to be the re- 
proach of Chrift, namely thus, When as men 
{hall take advantage the rather againft them, becaufe 
they are profeflors of Religion, and were it not for 
this reafon, they might juftly reproach them ; yet 
when as they putin this reafon, They could bear well 
enough withthe fin, were it not they were profel- 
fors of Religion, then the reproaches that they juft- 
ly might fuffer for their fins , do come to be the 
reproaches of Chrift. And further, when in thefe 
they will take advantage toreproach the fhews of 
Religion, whichin others they cannot bear well e- 
nough ; as when onc that is a Profeflor exprefles de- 
votion in lifting up his eyes, or his hands to Heaven, 
they will reproach him for making fhews of Religi- 
on, and prefently they. are Hypocrites: and yet there 
are others can make mighty thews,and they are com- 
mended. 

Again, they are the reproaches of Chrift, be- 
caule they are reproached in the work of Chrift: 

As 
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. |Cap.34.| As when David fent meffengers to the children of 


ufer. 


O NE 


Ammon, to congratulate their King, and they cut 
off their garments half way, and cut off half of their 
beards, David prefently counted it his reproach : and 
fo when Gods people are in Gods work, and re- 
proached, furely it Chrifts reproach. So Nehemiah 
wasin Gods work, and he fuffered a great deal of re- 
proach, and mark how God is more provoked then 
Nehemiah, Nehem. 4. compare the third verfe with 
the fifth. 

Laftly, it is che Spirit of Chrift that is in them that 
isreproached: Asif {o be that the skill or influence 
that comes from a skilful Attificer, that is put into 
one that hath learned, that does as it were but act 
his {pirit, if he fhall fee him reproached for that work 
which is done by vertue of that influence which he 
had of his fpirit-in him, then he counts himfelf re- 
proached: fo all the gracious works of Gods peo- 
ple are by the influence of the {pirit of Chrift; and 
therefore when they are reproached , Chrift is re- 
proached:we have not received the [pirit of the world, 
but the Spirit of God, fays the Apoftle: this is the 
reafon of all oppofition, becaufe of the difference of 
fpirits; now the fpirit of God and the Spirit of the 
world are oppofite. But to come to the application 
of the point. 

Firft, if the reproaches of Gods people be the re- 
proaches of Chrift, then certainly Chrift is wonder- 
fully reproached in the world; none fo reproached 
as Chrift is, becaufe he is not onely reproached him- 
felf, but all the reproaches that fall upon all his peo- 
ple inthe world, not onely fince Mofes time, but 
from the beginning of the world, they are all the 
: reproaches 
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reproaches of Chrift, none fuffers fo much as he : \Cap.34-| . 


confider we then with our felves, how we can love 
this Chrift, a reproached Chrifte Is Chrift notwith- 
ftanding all his reproaches dear and precious to us ? 
howfoever he be to the world, yet can your fouls fay 
withthe Church, He is altogether lovely, as the A- 
poftle Peter fays, 1 Pet.2.7,8. Hews a rock, and a 
fione of offence to thofe that do not believe, but to you 
precious , and fo Chrift, though he be a reproached 
Chrift, yet to youhe is precious, toa godly and 
gracious heart how precious is Jefus Chrift ¢ There is 
a notable place concerning the reproaches of Chrift, 
and yet of the high efteem that Gods people have of 
him,notwithftanding he is reproached, I/4.52.14,15. 
His vifage was fo marred more then any mans, and 
his form more then the fons of men : what then, is 
there none therefore that fhall prize him? yes; at 
the fifteenth verfe, So (hall be forinkle many Nations: 
the Kings fhal hut their mouthes at-him, for that 
which had not been toldthem fhall they fee, and that 
which they had not heard fhall they confider ; that is, 
there fhall yet comea time when as the Lord fhal 
{prinkle many nations by the work of his Spirit, avd 
draw many Kings, fo as they fhall [hut their mouthes , 
whereas they contemned him, and defpifed him, now 
they fhal! fhut their monthes ina way of admiration, 
that that had not been told them which they fee : as 
St. Panl, he knew Chrift onely after the flefh, but 
when he came to know him after another maner, he 
thought otherwife of him : So when God does fprin- 
kle any with his Spirit,that they know Chrift,though 
his vifage be marred more then any mans, and he is 
reproached more then any man, yet they fhall oe 
im 


pes 


All 


4 12 
Cap.35. 
Quanty 
pro me vi- 
lius, tinto 
mibi cha- 
rivs Bern, 


M o's E s his Choice. 


him, and delight in him, and the more he is reproach- 
ed,the more they hall delight in him: Irisa notable 
fpecch of Bernard, By fo much the more Chrift is vile 
forme, by fo much the more he is dearer tome. 
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Sixteen feveral Confolations arifing to the Saints 
from this confideration, That their fufferings are 


Chrifts fofferings. 


adinirable ufe for the confolation of all the 


Ufe2. Q sins the confideration of this point is of 
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people of God, in alltheir fufferings and re- 
proaches. If reproaches and fufferings be the re- 
proaches of Chrift, Chrift is engagedin them more 
then you; there may be many branches of comfort 
to Gods people from hence, ThatChrift is fo engaged 
in all their fufferings, as they are accounted Chrifts 
own: it is a great matter, when any one fuffers any 
thing, if they know this, that any great manis en- 
gaged in their fufferings: if a fubject. fhould have 
a King fo engaged in any thing he undertakes, that 
he can fay, Whatfoever I fuffer inthis, is the fuffer- 
ing of the Kig,this is a great comfort to him;fo here 
there are feveral branches of comfort that may be 
drawn from this, Our fufferings are the fufferings of 
Chrift. 

Firft, itisa great deal of comfort, that God does 
take notice of our reproaches : This was the comfort 
of the Pfalmift, in Pfal.69.19. Thou haft known my 
reproach, and my fhame, and my difhonor, my r 

aries 
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adverfaries are all before thee : If a man fuffer re- Cap.35. 
roach, and difgrace , and trouble for his friends, 
while he is abroad from them ; O fays he, Did but 
my friends know what I fuffer, and fuffer for them, 
it would comfort me: If it be comfort to be known, | 
much mare when they fhall be accounted their own ; 
Chrift is acquainted with all the fufferings of every | 
member : and therefore do not fay, I am a poor crea- 
ture, who takes notice of my fufferings 7 Heaven 
takes notice of your fufferings, Chrift takes notice of 

them better then your felves. 

Secondly, if they be the fufferings of Chrift, 
they are no other but fuchas are predetermined for 
you from the beginning of the world; for certainly 
the fufferings of Chrift are determined : It may be 
faid of thefe fufferings, as truly as of thofe he fuffer- 
ed in his own perfon, Aé¢.2.23. They are by the deter- 
minate counfel cr foreknowledge of God:& therefore it 
is not in the liberty of man to reproach you as he plea- 
fes,but all is by the fore-determinate counfel of God. ! 

Thirdly, certainly youdo.not want compaffionin! 3- 
your fufferings neither ; for one to fuffer much, and 
to be reproached, and no body to have compaffion, 
is grievous ; but furely you have compaffion enough, 
Chrift muft needs take compaflion on you: and itis | 
not a forced compaflion, buta natural compaffion : 
was there ever any that was not (enfible of the fuf- ` 
ferings of his own ficfh, unlefs it be dead? Indeed 
if youbea dead member of a Church, it may be 
Chrift does not compaflionate your fufferings, but 
if you be a living member, Chrift does compa 
fionate your fufferings, and pity you in every lye 

a flander that is told of you: many times when | 
we 
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Cap .35+| we hear of the fervants of God (and efpecially thofe 
we know to be godly) to have fuch ftrange reports 
of them, our hearts begin to break, and to yern to- 
wards them. If one member have compaffion of 
another, much more the ead; the head is more fen- 
fible of the evils done tothe body, then the other 
members are. 

4- Fourthly,all thefe reproaches and fufferings do not 
argue your rejection, they may ftand with the infi- 
nitelove of God: many of Gods people are ready 
to draw fad conclufions from their reproaches, fure- 
ly Gọd would not fuffer this if he loved them: they 
may ftand with the fame love wherewith the Father 
loved the Son, for they are the reproaches of the 
Son. 

5 Fifthly, they muft needs be fanctified to you: thofe 

| thatare the fufferings of Chrift, are fanétified fuf- 
ferings , certainly Chrift will not fuffer them to go 
away unfanctified; Chrift is fo holy,that if they come 
near to him, he will make them holy: and therefore 
your bodies and fouls having union with Chrift, they 
come to be fanctified: fo all your conditions and 
fufferings come to be fanctified by union with Chrif : 
he is the bleffed one of God, and therefore all your 
fufferings muft be blefled from him. 

6. Sixthly, if they be the reproaches of Christ, then 

` | you are not left to bear the burthen of them alone, 
you have but the lighter end of the ftaff: if a bur- 
then be never fo heavy at one end, anda ftrong man 

is under that, and the other be light, though a weak 

man be under that, he does not care: fo the weight 

and burthen of reproaches lie upon the fhoulders of 
Chrift: and therefore when you think itis hard for 

one 


<< UC ”t—S— 


Moses his Choice. 415 


one reproach thus to follow upon another, and for Cap.35. 
one evil to follow another,tt will break my heart ; ah, 
if you did bear it alone, but Chrift bears the weight 
of our reproaches. 
Seventhly, if they be the reproaches of Chrift,| 7. 
then for that part you do bear, although it be but lit- 
tle, you may expect his ftrengthin, youare not left 
to bear that little by your own ftrength, Chrift gives 
out his own ftrength, to bear his own reproaches ; if 
the burthen be his you bear, you fhall have ftrength 
from him to bear it. 
Again, this is anecighth ftream of comfort, ifthey| 8. 
be the reproaches of Chrift, they are the reproaches 
of allthe members of Chrift, who {ympathize with 
you, and help to bear the burthen with you. 
Ninthly, it may be comfort that your names fhall} 9. 
be vindicated , your names are as dearto Chrift as 
his own, and it does as much concern Chrift to vin- 
dicate your names as to vindicate his own. 
Again, if our reproaches be Chrifts reproaches,} 10- 
and Chrift is content to own our reproaches , furely, 
he will not leave us to take our fins upon our felves : 
if his love be fuch as he will rake the burthen of our 
fufferings upon himfelf ; furely his love is fuch as not 
to fee us fink under the burthen of our fins: No, our 
fins are upon him as well as our fufferings ; not that 
he takes them upon him tobe guilty,but only by im- 
putation: the Text fays,He was made fin, what abun- 
dance of confolation is this,tharChnift is willing both 
to take off our fins and fufferings ¢ there are nothing 
but thefe two that fhould trouble us in the world our 
fins and fufferings, and Chrift takes them off both. 
11. And yet further, if Chrift will ownour re-} 11. 
i proaches, 
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Cap.35-) proaches, then he will own our fervices: there is no 


great difficulty of believing the one, if we believe 
the other: we may comfortably go to Chrift and fay, 
Bleffed Savior, wilt thou own upon thy felf, the dirt 
caft upon our faces, and wilt not own the work of thine 
own Spirit ? though we may ftain the work of Gods 
grace by our fin, yet Chrift that is fo indulgent to 
take reproaches, will furely own our fervices ; he will 
own our active obedience, as well as our paffive obe- 
dience. 

Again, then we may be affured there will come 
good of them, and that we fhall be carried through 
them, confider three or four things here for our help 
in this, to aflure us of a bleffing in thefe our fufferings. 
Firft, were it that we onely did know that God had a 
love to us, and were merciful to us, that were enough 
toaflure us. But, fecondly, God may have love and 
not binde himfelf by promife, butas he hath love, 
fo he hath engaged himfelf by promife to help his 
people in fufferings, and that is more. But, thirdly, 
we have the experience of Gods dealings with his 
people, that he never left them in fuffering. And 
fourthly, we may rife higher, zt # Gods own cafe, we 
have further affurance by this: If aman love me, I 
hope it will be well with me; if he promife me, 
that is more; if others have had experience, I am 
more aflured : but if it be his own caufe, I am fure 
enough. TIfaman goto fea, and he knows the Ma- 
riner hath skill, and he loves me, and the Mariner 
promifes he will have care, and others have had ex- 
perience of his care, this is much: but when I confi- 
der, my life is the Mariners life, if 7 perifb, 4e perifhes; 
this aflures me, that as far as the Mariner can doit, 

it 
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it fhall be well with me. Luther writing to Melan- 
cton troubled with fears, If we fall, faith he, Chrift 
falls. 

Again, here we have a notable ground to goto 
God in prayer in all fufferings,becaufe we can go with 
this argument, Lord it is thy own Name: that was the 
plea of Mofes , Lord, if thou deftroyest thy people, 
what will become of thy Name ? our names are no- 
thing, what though ten thoufand {uch as we are come 
to nought, and rot? but if God put 445 name to ours, 
and twift them together, there is abundance of fafe- 
ty, then ovr names are a {trong argument. 

Yea, fuppofe we be in fuch a condition as we can- 
not pray, yet here is comfort in this, our fuffer- 
ings are the fufferings of Chrift; andthe fufferings 
of Chrift do prefent themfelves as amighty pray- 
er to God: The fufferings of Chrift, have a 
mighty cry in the ears of the Father, and they will 
be heard. ii 

And yet further, if fo' be our {ufferings be the 
fufferings of Chrift, then furely Chrifts fufferings 
are our fufferings, if Chrift have an intereft in our 
{ufferings, then we have an intereft in his {ufferings : 
for how come our fufferings to be Chrifts, but by 
vertue of our relation to him; and therefore his 
fufferings muft be ours, by the relation of Chrift 
to us. 

Laftly, there will be an end of fufferings, they can- 
not laft always, for they are the fufferings of Chrift , 
and it cannot ftand with infinite juftice, that Chrift 
which hath undertaken for us, fhould be eternally un- 
der fuffering, & if he thal not fuffer always,we fhal not 
always fuffer ; for fo long as we fuffer, he muft fuffer : 
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Cap-35-| the time therefore is a coming, wherein Gods peo- 
ple fhall be too high for to be reproached, they fhall 
be in {uch a condition, as it fhall be impoffible for 
any to reproach them : for reproach comes from fome 
kinde of apprehenfion of the reproacher, to be in 
{ome meafure above the reproached: no man can 
reproach another for a thing that he fully knows, and 
certainly believes that he is above him in that thing : 
and therefore the people of the world do reproach 
the people of God, becaufe they apprehend them- 
felves to beabove Gods people in wifdom, or the 
like but time will come, that the dignity of 
Gods people fhall be raifed to fucha heighth, that 
though wicked men do hate them, they fhall not 
be able to reproach them, they cannot poffibly 
as a conceit to be above Gods people in any 
thing. 

And thefe are the confolations that arife from this 
point, that our fufferings and reproaches are Chrifts : 
and: thefe confiderations being put together, why 
fhould we diftract our felves, and take immoderate 
care what fhall become of us; if we be unbelieving, 
Chrift will count it a difhonor to him, and fay, Js at 
not my cafe? weneed not take any fhifting courfes 
to help our felves; a man that hath an enemy furprize 
him, if he have no weapon in his hand, it.may be he 
will take up ftones and dirt,but if he have his weapon, 
he ufeth that, and {corns to take up ftones and dirt : 
when people are reproached, that have no intereft 
in Chrift, reproaches come upon them and take them 
unarmed, and they take up any thing near hand, and 
reproach and revile again: but thofe that have 
intereft in Chrift, have this weapon; they know 
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all cheir reproaches are the reproaches of Chrift, and |Cap.35- 
we fhall not need to depend upon any outward com- | -> 
fort for to comfort us; much Jefs have we need to 

help our felves by reviling again. The comfort of 

a Chriftian, is this, That his reproaches are the re- 
proaches of Chrift; this is enough to quiet his 

heart: you need not comfort your felves in your 

parts, or eftates; this is enough alone : do but anfwer 

all your diftractions and troublefome workings of 

your hearts with this, and this will quiet them. 

Queft, But how shall I know that my reproaches |Bow to, 
are the reproaches of Chrift? — 
Anfw. Firft, if you be reproached for the fake of |ches are 
Chrift; though you be not a member of Chrift, [6 "7" 

yetif your adverfaries reproach you, becaufe they |corif. 
take you fora member of Chrift, there is fome com- | 1. 
fort inthis. Secondly, if you can under all reproaches | 2. 
bring your hearts in {ubjection unto Chriftand quiet 

your hearts under reproaches in obedience unto him. 
Thirdly, if you finde the rule by which youareguided | 3. 
and acted in that condition to be the rule of Chrift. 
Fourthly , if you finde the chiefeft comfort that 
you gather in to help you, to be the comfort of | 
Chrift. Fifthly, if you finde the end you do aim] 5. 
at in your bearing them, is the honor of Chrift, 

and that you do defire rather that Chrift may be 

in the conclufion honored, then your felves clear- 

ed. Sixthly, take this as a fpecial note, if you make | 6- 
thofe reproaches that Chrift {uffers in his caufe, 

his truth, his people, yours, then he makes yours 

his : how does your hearts ftand affeéted to the re- 
proaches Chrift fuffers in others? Zeph. 3.17, 18. 

God promifes much mercy ,to [uch to whom the reproach 
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of the folemnafemblies were a burthen, That heart 
that is burthened with the reproaches of Gods ways, 
fhall finde eafe in the comforts of Gods Spirit. If 
thefe things be in you, certainly thefe come from the 
Spirit of Chrift, and if from the Spirit of Chrift, 
then youare Chrifts; and if you be Chrifts, then 
your reproaches are Chrifts. 

A third Ufe is this: Seeing Chrift fuffers for us and 
all our reproaches are the reproaches of Chrift, Ler 
us take heed that he do not fuffer by us. Now Chrift 
may come to fuffer by us two ways: Firft,if fo be that 
we caufe the name of Chrift to be {poken evil of. Se- 
condly, when we come to be actors our felves in 
{peaking evil of Chrift, or of his people. 

Firft, if we caufe Chrift or his people to be fpoken 
evil of by any finful way of ours, this is the reproach 
of Chrift (but not in that fenfe I fpoke of before.) 
Chrift does not onely fuffer in you, but he fuffers dy 
you. Thisisthe charge that the Apoftles lays upon 
the Romans, For your fake is the name of God blafphe- 
med : we had need look to our felves inthis. Mark 
what charge the Apoftle lays upon women, 1 Tim. 5. 
13, 14. that they fhould take heed of tatling, and car- 
rying themfelves unchriftianly ; and that they give 
none occafionto the adverfaryto {peak reproachfully. 
That was the reafon why Nehemiah was {o careful in 
his bufinefs, in Neh. 5.9. Becaufe of the reproach of 
the Heathen. And fo 1 fay to youthat are Gods peo- 
ple, Isitnot enough that Chrift hath fuffered for 
you and inyon, but muft he fufferdy you ? O that 
the fear of God might be upon you, becaufe of the 
reproach of your adverfaries: Is Chrift dear to 
you? did Chrift ever do any thing for you? Is it 

not 


Moses his Choice. 


421 


0 a a a E 
not better a thoufand times that you were croft, and |Cap.35- 


your lives were taken away, and you laid rotting in 
the grave, if your’ names could walh away any 
ftain that is upon the name of Chrift know there 
are many that Chrift have fuffered reproach by, and 
you cannot clear your felves of it, and know what 
an evil and bitter thing itis, that after all the good- 
nefs and mercy of Chrift to you, and the near rela- 
tion that he hath taken you into., will you abufe all 
this mercy, and this near relation? if Chrift had 
never taken you for his own, had you been never fo 
vile, Chrift had not fuffered reproach by you;but now 
in regard of your near relation to him, he fuffers re- 
proach by you; and is this the ufe you make of your 
near relation ¢ 

When therefore you finde your hearts begin to ftir, 
and corruption boil, confider the name of Chrift 
lies proftrate before you, and will you trample upon 
the name of Jefus Chrift: ifone were fet upon going 
toaplace to do mifchief, and his Father and Mo- 
ther fhould throw themfelves in the path, thatif he 
goes on he muft tread upon them, and they fhould 
fay, You fhal tread upon the bowels ont of whieh yon 
came, upon the loyns that begat you, this would bea 
great ftop: and fo you that are Profeflors of the 
Gofpel, if you have a temptation to a luft, the name 
of Chrift calls Stay, and fays , If you go you fhall 
trample upon me, and my blood, and bring reproach 
upon me, will not this ftop your Never think 
that gain that you get by the reproach of Chrift. 
It is true indeed, if we be going on in our duty, and 
dothat we fhould , though men fay the name of 
Chrift fhall be reproached, we are to go. on, 
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Cap.35.] and do our duty, and let Chrift vindicate his name if 
he will: but ifit be any thing that concern out felves, 
and the fatisfaction of our own wills and defires, 
whereby Chrift may be reproached, this is a mighty 
argument to keep us from it: the word hath fearce a 
ftronger argument to keep us from an evil way, then 
this The name of Chrift fhal fuffer by it:for the people 
of God to fuffer reproach by you, is an evil thing : 
for aman to have but his ‘kindred afhamed of him, 
what anevil thing is it , but that it may be faid of one 
that is a Profeflor of Religion, that he is not onely a 
reproach to the Churchof God, buta reproach to 
Jefus Chrift, if you have any ingenuity in you, this 
might {trike to your hearts. 

Itis reported of Cdlexander, having a Soldier of 
-|his name, and his Soldier being a coward, he came 
to him, and faid, Either leave off the name of Alex- 
ander, or bea Soldier : and fo we have the name of 
Chriftians, but when we are vilein our lives, Chrift 
fays, Either leave off your profe/sion, your name, or 
be a Chriftian indeed: do not come in amongft the 
number of Profeffors, to letprofeffion fuffer by you. | 
Andifo Alexander Severus the Emperor, {ecing a 
company of Chriftians fighting together, he com- 
manded them to leave off the name of Chriftians , 
for fays he, You profefs your felves tobe Chriftians, 
and yet you are thus contending : this is not the {pirit 
of him whom youdo profefs. Itis a lamentable thing 
that we fhould profefs {uch a glorious name as we do, 
and that we fhould handle the matter fo as that it 
fhould fuffer fo much by us. It is faid of the high 
Prieft, Numb. 6.7. He fhall not make himfelf unclean 
for his father, or for his mother, or for he brother, or 
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for his fifter, becaufe he had the holy oyl upon him, the 
confecration of his God was upon him : So I may fa 
untoyou, You have the oly oy! of the profeffion of 
the name of Chrift upon you; and therefore take 
heed what youdo, fays St. Paul, It were better for 
me to dye , then to lofe my glorying : wereit then 
not better for us to dye, then to have the glory of 
Chrift fuffer by us. Know, though the name of Chrift 
be not dear to you, he will defend his name when you 
fhall rot and perifh for ever ; and though it be defiled 
by you for the prefent, he can clear it otherwife: but 
wo to them that be the caufes of reproaches that 
come thus upon Chrift. 

But as we muft take heed that Chrift be not re- 
proached by us in this regard, much more that he be 
not reproached by our felves,o as to {peak evil of the 
ways of God: as we may hear it of thofe that have 
been forward in profeffion of Religion, if profeffion. 
of Religion donot come to ferve their turns, they 
are ready to fpeak evilof that way, and all the pro- 
feflors of it. Take heed what you do in reproaching 

Of amember of Chrift, the name of Chrift is upon 
| him y take heed youdo not reproach him that the 
name Chrift is upon; the people of God do bear the 
name of Chrift upon their foreheads ; take heed you 
do not {pit upon their faces, for it may be you may 
{pit upon the name of Chrift: as many unskilful 
hunters will fhoot at wilde beafts, and {hooting at 
random may killa man; and fo many fhoot at Chri- 
ftians, but they hit Chrift, they reproach Chrift. 
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Cawte XXXVI 


The dreadful evil there is in reproaching the 
Saints, 


Ufe 4. | emble the confideration of this calls fora 


trembling heart unto all thofe that have been 
A guilty in any degree of cafting reproaches up- 
on the people of God. In this Ufe we have three 
branches: Firft, thofe that have done it themfelves : 
Secondly, thofe that rejoyce inthe reproaches that 
others caft upon Gods people: Thirdly, thofe that 


jare the divulgers and {preaders of the reproaches 


of Gods people. In Zeph. 2. The Holy Ghoft there 
rebuking Moab for reproaching his people in the 
eighth and tenth verfes,at the eleventh verfe it is faid, 
The Lord will be terrible tothem: there are fome of 
you, that howfoever God have fhewn you better 
things now,yet heretofore you have been guilty,and it 
may be {fome of you are guilty of this ftill ; and if you 
be guilty, the Lord will be terrible to you. ` God 
hath contempt and difhonor for you, as you Have 
caft contempt and difhonor upon Chrift: fuitable 
to your fin fhall be your punifhment. Thatis ob- 
fervable that we have in Pfalm 59. verle 6. their 
finis, They return at evening, they make a noife like 
a dog, and go round about the City: thus is their 
fin, and it is their fin of reproach and fcorn ,-as 
appears in the following words, verfe 7. They 
belch out with their mouth : and obferve ver.14.their 


judgement is exprefled in the fame words, dud 


at the evening let themreturn, and let them make 


|a noife like adog, and go round about the City. Did 


your | 
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your reproaches reach no further then the Saints \Cap.36 


themfelves, yet in regard of that excellency there is in 
them, it is an abominable wickednefs. Mark with 
what indignation the Spirit of God {peaks againft 
{fuch as are guilty herein, //4.57. 3,4. Draw near hi- 
ther ye fons of the forcere/s, the feed of the adulterer, 
and the whore, againft whomdo ye {port your felves ? 
again(t whom do ye make a wide mouth, and draw out 
thetongue ? are ye not children of tranfgrefsion , a 
feed of falfhood ? What, you who are fo vile and fil- 
thy your felves, will you prefume to reproach the 
Saints of God, fuch as are fo precious in the eyes of 
God, and fo near to Chrift? Know, you have not 
todeal with them onely, but with Chrift in them. 
You think you have to do onely with a company of 
poor weak creatures that are not able tonight them- 
felves; but know, you have to do with Chrift him- 
felf. Mark that expreffion we have in Z/a. 37.23. 
itis {poken concerning Rabfhekah, Whom haf thou re- 
proached? itis not againft HeZekiah, itis againft the 
holy One of Ifrael : Thofe that have done thus, have 
lifted up their mouthes againft heaven it felf: The 

fet their mouthes againft the heavens : Thou haft re- 
proached him thatis the brightuefs of the glory of the 
Father, The character, The engraven image of the 
Father , he that is the glory of heaven, thar hath all 
the treafures of all good in bhim; Thou haft caft 
reproach upon him that muft be thy Judge, Ar 
whofe mercy thou lyeft for thy prefent and eternal 
eftate ; Him that.is God bleffed’ for ever, that is the 
infinite delight of the Father. You miftake, you have 


thot at Chrift.all this while: As we read of Ocdepus,, 


he killed. his father Laius King of Thebes, taking 
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~ap.36-) him for his enemy s your miftake is worfe you ftrike | 
at, you reproach Chrift, while you think it is buta 
poor man, yea your enemy. _ | 

O that ever you fhould be born to do fo much mif- 
chiefasto caft dirt upon the face of Chrift, furely 
you kick againft the pricks: It is an argument that 
youare not 4 fon of the promife, that you area fuc- 
ceflor of I/fbmael: Thou haft caufe to fear that God 
will laugh at thy deftruction, and mock when thy 
fear cometh: Thou haft caufe to fear that rhouart 
referved for everlafting fhame and contempt, unleis 
God does humble thee for this dreadful guilt that is 
upon thee. When you take advantage upon the 
meannefs of Gods people for to reproach them, you 
are the men and women that are found guilty in hea- 
ven for to reproach Chrift. 

Objet. | But you will fay, There are none fo vileas tore- | 
proach Chrift, nor the people of Chrift for their god- | 
linefs, it is for their hypocrifie. 

Aaf. | Letno man deceive himfelf thus; for there never 

i was any Devil or man that did reproach godlinefs 

under the name of godlinefs, but they would put 

fome other name upon it, under which it mightap- 
pear vileand contemptible, and in this the men of 
the world doas the perfecutors didin the Primitive 
times with the Chriftians , they put the bodies of 

Chriftiansinto the skinsof wilde beafts, and then | 

they would fet dogs upon them , and other wilde 

beafts, to tear them : So men do to this day; they 
put the profefion of godlinefs into the fhapes of 
their own conceits , and their own flanders, and 
their own apprehenfions, to make it ugly, and 
they falla reproaching and tearing, and run <i 
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them like a company of wilde beafts: And that Cap. 36. 


which thou fayeft is hypocrific, is but the skin of 
the wilde beaft, thy own nnfhapen conceits, to make 
thy felf and their adverfaries run upon them, that 
you may the more freely venture; becaufe the wilde 
beafts would not venture upon the body of aman fo 
freely, but when they faw the body of aman in the 
fhape of fuch a beaftas they hated, they ran uponit 
freely : And fo thou dealeit with Gods Saints in put- 
ting an unfhapen form upon them, to let out thine 
heart more freely upon them. But what if that which 
thou calleft bypocrifie, God account godlinefs ¢ yea 
know, that this thy afperfion upon godlinefs, to fay it 
is hypocrifie, and upon the people of God, to fay 
they are hypocrites, is the reproach of Gods people, 
and thereisa great deal of evil in it more then thou 
art aware of. In cAtark 3. from verfe 22. and fo 
on, when Chrift caft out devils, they faid, Hecafts 
them out by BeelX ebubthe Prince of devils : well fays 
Chrift, Al fins fhall be forgiven untothe fons of 
men, and blafbhemies wherewith foever they fhall 
blafpheme, but he that fhall blafpheme againft the Holy 
Ghoft, hath never forgivene{s, but is in danger of 
eternal damnation: Sothat it feems thefe Pharifees 
had finned the fin againft the Holy Ghoff, in that they 
faid, He had an unclean fpirit, becawe they attri- 
buted that to an unclean {pirit, which was done by 
the Spirit of Chrift; onely they did this againft know- | 
ledge and in malice : I donot fay that all reproachers 
do fin againft the Holy Ghoft ; but iftc be agazu/t 
knowledge and in malice confider how near it comes : 
as their attributing that to an #nclean fpirit which 
came from the fpirit of God was st, {fo does ~ 
thy 
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.| thy attributing that to hypocrifie which comes from 


* | tale-bearers that come and tell you things , they 
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the Spirit of God in fincerity come near it. But laftly, 
if icbe for hypocrifie that thou reproach, and not 
for godlinefs , then it is for an evil, if it be for 
an evil that thou doeft reproach them, then the 
better thou art, and the better mood thou art in, the 


trary evident : Wicked men they reproach the god- 
ly for hypocrifie, as they fay, but they do it when 
they are in the height of their lufts , butif they bein 
a good mood, when they are on their fick beds 
or death beds, and in their beft condition, they re- 
proach them leaft ; therefore fure it was the good they 
reproached, and not theevil. But thus much con- 
cerning the firft branch. 

The fecond is this, it calls for a trembling heart 
from thofe that fhall rejoyce at-the reproaches of 
Gods people: Perhaps thou art one that wilt not 
| reproach thy felf, yet thou mayeft rejoyce at the 
reproaches of Gods people: There is a great deal 
of evil inthis: Surely thou haft no love to them, 
for love does not rejoyce in iniquity, 1 Corinth. 
13.6. When the Devil docs fow the feed, thou doft 
come with the harrows to cover the feed, when thou 
doft rejoyce in their reproaches. Proverbs 18.8. 
The words of a tale-bearer are as wounds , and they 
go down into the innermoft parts of the belly : It may 
betranflated, The words of a tale-bearer are as the 
words of them tbat are’ wounded: That is, The 


come with expreflions of a great deal of broken- 
nefs of heart, as if their {pirits were grieved at 
that they hear, and they {peak as if they {poke in 

the 


more thou wilt reproach them. But we fee the con-| _ 
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the defence of them,and then they are 2s wownds; nor |C ap-36 


the wounds of them they fpeak of, but the wounds 
of the wounded: And if any come in this way to caft 
reproaches upon Gods people, they are taken down 
into the belly, and they go glib down: This is a 
flight of the Devil to make them pafs without the 
leaft queftioning; for thofe that reproach, feem to 
-| {peak out of wounded troubled hearts. 

But we do not rejoyce in this, that we hear.any evil 
of Gods people, but we rejoyce that they are dif 
covered,. and this is the work of God. 

1.If fo be thy con{cience be convinced, that through 
the concealing of fuch and fuch things, there was a 
creat deal of mifchief done before,and there is.a great 
deal of good like to come to the publike caufe,and the 
name of God in the difcovery, then you may rejoyce. 

Secondly, I appeal to confcience : Suppofe the 
difcovery do a great deal of hurt, Gods name does 
fufter by it, is there.a proportionable meafure of grief 
inthy heart, for the fuffering of Gods name, unto 
the joy that is inyouforthe difcovery ¢ 

But thirdly , {uppofe it were one that were near 
to you; fuppofe it were your Father or Brother, the 
Wife of your bofom, the deareft friend you had that 
were difcovered, would your hearts rejoyce then ¢ if 
yourejoyce becaufe God hath glory by the difcove- 
ry, then would yourejoyce, if the deareft friend you 
had were difcovered ? i 

Fourthly, yea, fuppofe you did fuffer much by this 
difcovery, that it were much to your prejudice, you 
thould lofe fomething ‘that your hearts are much fet 
upon, would you rejoyce then ? 

Fifthly, if fo be that it were for the difcovery that 

you 
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Cap.36.| you rejoyce; then you would not rejoyce, that they 
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are difcovered to fuch as will not honor Gods name : 
Youare glad that azy know of it, that Gods eze- 
mies know of it, that will not make a good ufe of it, 
but will be hardened intheir fin, and difhonor Gods 
name: Take heed you do not deceive your felves, to 
rejoyce fo in the difcovery of the people of God; 
there is a great deal of evil in it, more then you 
think of. fofeph he feared Mary, but he feared the 
name of God might fuffer, and therefore he would | 
not make her a publike example. 

The third branch is to thofe that are divulgers of 
the reproaches of Gods people. Confider what |- 
you do, they are the reproaches of Chrift; take heed 
you do not divulge the reproaches of Gods people. 
Suppofe they prove falfe, do you think that after 
Gods people have fuffered fo much, this will be 
enoughto anfwer God and Chrift, for all the dirt 
that hath been caft upon his face, I heard fo; that 
the names of Gods people may faker much , when 
they are under falfe reproaches. As it is with a 
ftick , a ftick when itisin the water, it looks as if 
it were broken, pull it out of the water, and itis 
ftraight : So itis with the names of Gods people ; 
when their names are under reports that go abroad 
inthe world, they look as broken; but when their 
names are pulled out from the reports of the world, 
they appear whole: And therefore take heed of 
divulging the reproaches of thofe that are god- 
ly; Youmay inthis do the Devils work, and car- 
ry the Devils pack. The Apoftle in 1 Timothy 3. 
11. {peaking of women, fays,7 hat th ey muft be grave, 
not flanderers ; The word in the Original is , = 

they 
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they mult wot be Devils: So that to carry flanders | Cap.37. 
and evil reports up and down, is the work of the de- 
vil. Again, wilt thou fpread the reproaches of Gods 
people, when as it is the great work of God to cover |. 
the fins of his people? And further, confider , 
doeft thou ftand in need of fo much covering of 
thy own^fins, and wilt thou have a hand in 
{preading abroad the fins of others? How juft 
willit be with God to let thee fall into fome grofs 
fin, and fpread abroad thy thame, feeing his name 
and the names of his people are not dear in thine 
eyes? 
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Secing Chrift makes our {ufferings his, we fhould make 
his [ufferings ours, 


Ifthly, if Chrift will take our fufferings and our |}; >. 
F reproaches, and make them his; then we are jei 
to takeChrifts fufferings,and Chrift reproaches, 
and make them ours. It was the burning love of 
Chrift, and his zeal to his people, that made him 
take the reproaches of his people to himfelf, and fo 
our burning love to him, and zeal for him, thould 
make us take his reproaches uponour felves. Chrift, 
is many ways reproached in the world, not onely in 
his perfon, when he lived upon the earth, and in his 
people; and -fo we are not onely to take the re- 
proaches of Chrift upon us in thefe regards, but in 
any particular,whatfoever reproach falls upon Chrift 
any way, let us account of it as our own : When 


the 
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Cap.37-| the Doctrine of the Gofpel is reproached, then he 
is reproached ; when the ways and light that God 
hath difcovered to his people is reproached, he is -re- 
proached ; when the Ordinances are flighted, when 
as the blood of Chrift is counted a common thing, 
and every bale luft is preferred before it , when as the 
bleffed authority of Chrift is villified and flighted, 
either when it is flighted openly or fecretly, if the - 
authority of Chrift be caft off, then he is reproached, 
Numb.15.6, 30. When you put areed into the hand of 
Christ, and bow to him, and fay, Hail King of the 
fews: when you fhall profefs obedience and fub- | 
jection unto Chrift, and in ftead of a Scepter, put a 
reed into his hand, then he is reproached. Again, 
when Gods people walk unworthy of Chrift, then 
Chrift is reproached. And when Chrift is reproach- 
ed in any of thefe, let us take them to heart, as 
throughly , as if we were reproached; yea, take 
them more to heart, becaufe the reproaches of Chrift 
are far worfe then our reproaches: Thofe that are 
firft upon Chrift, and then upon us, are worfer then 
thofe that are firft upon us, and then upon Chrift: 
To {pit upon the face of a man, is more reproach to 
the body, then to {pit upon {fome other member of 
the body is a reproach to the face; and fo the re- 
proach of Chrift that is the face of the Church, is 
more then the reproachof any other member : And 
therefore confider, whether your hearts be more 
broken when Chrift isreproached then whenyouyour 
felves are reproached , this is a good fign of grace. 
And if you demand what fhould be the behavior of 
a gracious heart, when he is inany company that he 
bears Chrift reproached in 

Tanfwer, 
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I anfwer, Firft, thy fpirit fhould rife in indigna- | Cap. 37. 
tion againft fuch defperate evils and wickednefs as! 1. 
this, that any fhould dare to be fo bold as to reproach Howa - 
the holy One of God, fuch a bleffed one as Chrift feartbe- 
is, that is fo infinitely dear to thy foul, and hath haves is 
done fo much for thy foul, though in our own caufes fp ween 
we may be quiet and give way, yet when it comes to Chrift re- 
the caule of Chrift, it isgood for the heart to rife. proached. 
It is the {peech of Oceclampadius to his fellow Mini- 
fter, Let our Zeal be bot and burning, not when {corns 
and reproaches are cast wpon us, but when the truth is 
endangered, and the name of God is blafphemed. Ye 
have heard that of King Crefws his fon, who though 
he were dumb all his life, yet when one would have 
{truck at his Father, the affection to his Father broke 
the bars of his fpeech, and he faid, Take heed of kil- 
ling the King: And fo though we be dumb in things 
that concern our felves, yet when Chrift comes to 
be reproached, let our hearts {well in us and break 
out. 

Again, look upon them with trembling hearts, 
that ever the patience of God fhould fuffer fuch 
wickednefs as this: As they did admire at Mordecai, 
when he would not bow to Haman, they held their 
peace, and wondered what would become of that 
matter, 

Yea, we fhould, if it were pofible, labor to wipe off| 3, 
all the reproach of Chrift, and take it upon our {elves 
that we might rather be fpit upon and contemned 
then Chrift. It was a brave fpeech of Ambrofe, he 
withed it would pleafe God to tura all the adverfa- 
vies fromthe Church upon himfelf, and let them fatif- | 
fie their thirft with his blood: This is a true chriftian 

Eia heart. 


[S] 


434 


Cap.37-| heart. And therefore if it be for our fakes, and we 
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have any thing in the bufinefs by which Chrift is re- 
proached , we fhould be willing rather to facrifice our 
felves, then that Chrift fhould be reproached: And 
as Fonah, when he knew that the tempeft rofe for his 
fake, fays he, Caft me into the fea: And fo NaXian- 
Xew, when contention rofe about him, fays he, Caf 
me into the fea, let me lofe my place, rather then the 
name of Chrif fhould fuffer for me. 

Again, the behaving of a Chriftian fhould be this, 
it fhould take his heart from his own name, fo long 
as Chrift is reproached: What though I have efteem? 
Chrift is not efteemed , he is conremned. I have 
thefe comforts , and I through Gods mercy want 
nothing , and my friends cleave to me, and prize 
me; but Chriftisnot cleaved to, he is not prized : 
and what are all my comforts to me? they are 
Ichabods, the glory of all is departed from 
me. 

And further, we fhould be willing to intereft our 
felvesinthe caufe of Chrift: when we hear any of 
Gods people reproached, we fhould not fay, What 
have we to do with them, let them clear themfelves ? 
but be willing to intereft our felvesinit, and take it 
upon our felves, as if our own name were to be 
cleared. 

And laftly, we fhould labor to wipe away the re- 
proach of Chrift, in laboring to exprefs the con- 
vincing power of that grace which is-contrary to their 
carriage for which Chrift is reproached: Such a 
one is fcandalous, and Chrifts name fuffers in that, 
Jet me labor to make up the breach in being fo 
much the more faithful, and walking in the con- 
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trary grace: Such a one is proud,let me be more hum- ‘Cap.37. 


ble;fuch a one is covetous,let me be more liberal that 
there may be fomewhat to anfwer: As it is faid of 
the wife fon, when his father is reproached, he car- 
ries himfelf fo as his father hath wherewithal to anf. 
wer from his good carriage, Prov.27.1 1.S0 let Chrift 
have wherewithal to anfwer his reproaches from 
your godly convincing converfation. Suppofe others 
have caft an afperfion upon the ways of godlinefs, 
becaufe fuchare falfe and covetous, yet walk thou 
in the contrary, that Gods people may anfwer, 
Though fuch and fuch be fo, what fay you to fuch an 
one? is notthe breach made upin thofe ? And fo 
much for that Ufe. 

Sixthly, we muft not onely labor to wipe away 
the reproach of Chrift: Butif Chrift have fuffered 
fo much é# ws and for ws, let us labor to honor Chrift 
as much as we can in the world, and fet up the name 
of Chrift, as much as others pull it down. How are 
we to fet up the name of Chrift ¢ 

Firft, in holding forth the beauty and glory of 
the Spirit of Chrift in our lives, that though Chrift 
be reproached in others, he may be glorified inus : 
Others may be forced to fay in their confciences, 
Bleffed be God that ever I faw fuch men: I never 
fawthe graces of Chrift fhine more brightly in any, 
thenin them. And then fet up Chrift, in {peaking 
all the good we can of Chrift, in bringing others 
in love with him: As they in the Canticles faid, 
What is thy beloved more then another beloved? {ays 
fhe, My beloved is the chiefest among ten thoufands. 
Again, fet ug fet up the Ordinances of Chrif , 
therein appears the honor of Chrift, and let the 
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men may fay, Bleffed are the people that are in fucha 
cafe. Fourthly , let Chrift have the honor of our 
names, and ofall our comforts : Surely if he have the 
fhame of ourreproaches , he fhould have the ho- 
nor of our honots: If he have the pain of our fuf- 
ferings, furely He muft have the praife of our com- 
forts: Chrift hath a fhare in our forrows, fhall he not 
havea fhare in our comforts? when we are reproached 
he is reproached ; when we are honored, let him be 
honored too. What a fad thing will it be, chat when 
you go out of the world, it fhould be faid, Chrift 
hath had more difhonor by you, then he hath had 

honor ¢ 
Seventhly, If Chrift fuffers in all our fufferings, 
hence we learn not to rufhinto fufferings, before we 
be called to them, norto withdraw from fufferings, 
when we are called to them. Chrift fuffers in all our 
fuffetings, then it is not in our liberty to ruth into 
fufferings when we pleafe, though it fhould bein the 
caufe of Chrift. Indeed if we fuffered alone, we 
might venture, but becaufe Chrift is intereffed in 
it, we muft ftay till we know whether Chrift be 
willing to fuffer,; though our time be come, yet 
itmay be Chrift will fay, My time is net yet come 
becaufe itis ina good caufe you think you may fuf- 
fer in it, but confider, is Chrifts time come? In 
Proverbs 10.10. itisfaid, He that winketh with the 
eye caufeth forrow, but a prating fool fhall fall. When 
aman is loth to ftand.for thofe truths of God that 
fhall bring him into fuffering, he winks: He that 
winketh with the eye caufeth forrow, he-will bring for- 
row to his heart, But others will fay, We will not 
3 wink 
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wink with the eye, it isthe caufeof God, and we Cap.37. 
will tand forit, but 4 prating fool fhall fall, A true 
man may ride in the rode, and fear no danger, yet 
he will not -willingly ride into dangerous places , 
and fo a manis not toride into danger. As now if 
you be partners with another, you: cannot give 
what you will, becaufe it is not your own, but it is 
your partners too. If a man have.a cottage of his 
own alone ina field, he may fet it onfire, but if he 
fet his own houfe on fire in the town, it may coft him 
his life, becaufe others are. intereffed.in the da- 
mage as well as himfelf. Again, if Chrift do} 
call, we muft go freely, becaufe they are the.fuf- 
ferings of Chrift. It is reported of Peter in Ec- 
clefiaftical Story, that he was coming out of Rome 
for fear of fuffering,; and as he was coming out 
of the gates, he met Chrift, and he asked Chrift 
wherefore he came ; fays he, I come tobe crucified, 
then he thought Chrift came to be crucified in 
him, and therefore he went back and refolved tol - 
fuffer , and fo he was crucified. And fo though 
we be fhy of fuffering, yet if we know Chrift calls 
to it, we muft yield, as being willing to fuffer in us. 
- But when are we called? Oueft 

There is an ordinary call,and an extraordinary call. 4, fw. 
The extraordinary callis by the Spirit :¢ And that is | } 
firt , when there are none that will ftand for the 
caufeof God in anordinary way. Secondly, thofe 
that God calls extraordinarily, are fuch as have ex- - 
traordinary graces: They act not their own natural | 
boldnefs, but are carried beyondit by a mighty work 
of Gods Spirit: And therefore thou mayeft fufpect 
thy felf, that thou art not called extraordinarily, 

ie but 
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deny thy felf. i 

But for an ordinary call: Firft, then we are cal- 
led when if we do not fuffer, Gods caufe will fuf- 
fer. Secondly, when God does take away the means 
and helps of delivering us from fuffering. Thirdly, 
the more ‘helps: are taken‘from us , the more we 
finde the confolation of ‘Gods Spirit come: in- 
to us. 

But when helps are taken away, and the Spirit of 
God does abfent it felf, fhall we fear then that we are 
aot dalled ti amie . a, 
` Some think , ‘furely they muft not fuffer, then 
they fhall betray Gods caufe: If they do, becaufe 
they do not finde God prefent with them: If God 
do give you a fair way to efcape when his pre- 
fence is gone, you may take ity bur it--hefhur’ you 
upthat you cannot efcape ,.you may comfortably 
go on; though now he be gone, he will return 
again; as itwas with Mr. Glover, who svanted the 
prefence of God even till he came to the Stake, and 
then he clapt his hands.:and :cryed, He is come; he is 
come. - : fg E ie fa 

The laft Ufe of the point is this , If Chrift fuf- 
ferin his people, and if all the evil you caft upon 
Gods people is Chrifts, then all the eood you do 
to them is Chris: If when you {peak evil of 
Gods people and reproach them, you’ reproach 
Chrift, then when you fpeak well of Gods peo- 
ple, you {peak well of. Chrift: If when you perfe- 
cute Gods people, ‘you perlecute Chrift, then when 
you relieve: Gods ° people., you’ relief Chrift; 
Chrift will own the good that:is done to his peo- 
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ple, as well as the evil: And therefore as the ar- |Cap.38: 
gument once was, Relieve all ftrangers, for fome 
unawares have done good to. Angels ; So now, do 
all the good you can to Gods people, for uñ- 
awares you may do much good to Chrift. And thus 
I have finifhed the fecond point-from this Verfe, 
That the reproaches of Gods people are the re- 
proaches of Chrift. Now weare to. proceed .to the 
third. 
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woofs ligt ah saan aa oem 
A gracious heart hath a high efteem of reproaches in 
the caufe of Chrift. . i 


Hata gracious heart hath a high efteem of | Poiat.3. 

ct ; the reproaches of Chrift, he highly efteems 

: of every difefteem he fuffers for Chrift: 
And notonely, bears reproaches and fufferings pa- 
tiently, but trinmphingly 5 he is not onely contented 
with them, but counts .himfelf enriched by them. 
| This is a great riddle and myftery to the world, that 
| Sufferings, Troubles, Miferzes and Reproaches {hould 
| be rejoyced in, and efteemed highly of. We are 
ito underftand by reproaches vis this. point likewifey | 
‘not onely flanders; and .mocks, and {corns ‘the | 
| fufferings of Gods people in their namés formally, | 
but materially their {ufterings, they fuffer for:Chrift, 
upon which they come.ta be contemned:: SO that 
whatfoever Gods people do fhffer in the eaiife, of |, 
God, and: for Chrift ,. they have high thoughts: of | 
it: If God fhould give unto them. all the:tiches and 
Fra honors 
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Cap.38. | honorsof the world, they could not count them- 


felves fo enriched as they do by their fufferings. For 
men to be enriched by the glorious things of heaven, 
this is no wonder ; but to be enriched by their fuf- 


ferings and reproaches, this is the great wonder of 


the world, that onely thofe that have the Spirit of 
God are acquainted withal. Says St. Paslin Rom, 
5.3. We glory in. tribulations: There is a patient 
bearing of tribulation, and a rejoycing in tribulation, 
and glorying in tribulation, now they did not onely 
bear them patiently, and rejoyce in them, butthey 
did efteem them their glory. It is a notable {peech 
in cA cts 5.41. It is faid of the Apoftles when they |. 
were called before the Councel, and were very ill 


| handled, They departed from the Councel, rejoycing 
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that they were counted worthy to fuffer fhame for his 
name; to be worthy of fhame, tsa ftrange kinde of 
phrafe: But inthe Original it is, They counted it ho- 
nor to be difhonored. In Luke 6.22,23. you have ano- 
ther Text to fhew forth unto us this truth clearly , 
Bleffed are you when men fhall hate you, and when they 
fhall feparate you from their company, and fhall reproach 
you, and caft out your name as evil, forthe Son of mans 
fake: Hereis an expreffion of the greateft difhonor 
that can be to Gods people: What fhould they do 
then? Rejoyce in that day, and leap for joy, for, be- 
hold your reward is great in heaven: As if Chrift 
fhould fay, I do not bid you bear tt patiently , but joy- 
fully and more then an ordinary joy, leap for joy. And 
that is remarkable of St. Pant, in 2 Cor. 11. where 
he reckons up many things to vindicate his Apoftle- 
fhip , wherein he was equal and above others, 
you fhall finde they are his fufferings principally he 
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endured for Chrift, at verfe 23. Are they the Mini- |Cap. 38. 
ftersof Chrift, I fpeak as a fool, I am more : in labors | ` 
more abundant, in ftripes above meafure, in prifons 
more frequent, in deaths oft : now this is brought to 
fhew the dignity of his Apoftlefhip, and therefore 
in the conclofion at verfe 30. when he was put upon 
glorying, he fhews what he moft gloried in : Zf I muft 
needs glory, I will glory in things that concern mine 
infirmities : by infirmities we are not to underftand 
the infirmities of fin, but his weaknefs, and evils that 
he endured for Chrift. And fo in chap. 12. ver. 10. | tata 
Therefore I take pleafure in infirmities, in reproaches, 
in perfecutions, in distref es for Chrifts fake. 

And thus the people of God in former times ital 
have much gloryed in that they have fuffered in the [rea nojtra, 
caufe of Chrift. It is the fpeech of Tertullian, |Tenul.2¢ 

À capul. 
Your crueltyis our glory. We read of tender mothers |spedubur 
beholding their childrens fuffering death for Chrift er fileo- 
as their Trophees. and Triumphs, and delighting in Fost. 
their laft breathings, as in moft melodious mutick. le morren- 
And itis reported of Balilas, when he was to dye, he j” voer 
required this favor, to have his chains to be buried Te 
with him as the enfigns of his honor. It was the maner |«#tébus 
of the Romans, when any had received any wounds = y? 
for their countrey, they would fhew the {cars and |ratis bar- | 
places of their wounds for their glory. Plizy tells us join 
of one, becaufe he got forty five wounds for his ete 
countrey, by that he got immortal honor amongft J:itheram 
the Romans. Thus Saint Paul feems to argue, Let 7" 
noman put meto bufinefs, I bear about methe marks \vini lyra 
of the Lord fefus. And Ignatius profeffed, he had 
rather be a Martyr then a Monarch. And Pra- 
dentius tells us of the Martyrs in his time, and efpe- 
cially 
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Cap.38.) ciilly of Viacemtias, thatthe great * torments the | 


“Pordenta > i 7 
“ier a | Were prefented to them, were but fports and plays to 


gule firi- | them, they delighted themfelves in thofe things they: 
tensa, P | faffered for Chrift, they trod upon burning coals as 
WHS Lina. 


mague |if they had trod upon rofes. And fo in the Primi- 
ft pert- | tiye time they were wont to call Martyrdom by that 


rit ulrima à (aa 7 ~ T x , 
vor, Chri name, The “crown of Martyrdom, Idefire to know 


tinis Lu | nothing, fays St. Panl, but Chrift and him crucified, 
tset. | And we know how fuperftitioufly they did ufe the 
Prudenti- EN, . Š 

as hymna Crofs of Chriftin former times, and how high re- 
nleudem| fpeét they would give unto a piece of wood thatChrift 


Vincenti: { 2 ~ . ~ , 
santas | Was crucified upon s yea, if they had but that piece 


Vincenti-| OF wood in imagination: what a deal of bufinefs 
Hee! was there made by Conjtantines mother about the 
wos dixie | Crofsof Chrifte Certainly it grew upon this, it was 
jrortem | but the abufe of the high efteem thatthe people of | 
pn God had of fufferings. The Emperor Baldwyn) 
friad j~ thought himfelf bleft, if he had buta piece of the | 
oo Z| Crofs of Chrift; that he would carry about with 
mper pru-{ himin his arms. Itis reported of one King of Ezg- | 
was ici- | land, that he beftowed as. much upon a Crofs, as 
e f the Revenues of his Kingdom came to ina year. 
rer Rofs | And that efteem which they had of a piece of wood, 
~ mae the Martyrs inthe Primitive times had of the Crofs 
las ey nu-i OF Chrift; namely, of the fufferings they endured 
ig for Chrift. © . on ee al i 
id carcered Ques. But you will fay, wherein does it appear, 
iz tormer-| and how comes it to pafs, that Gods people do fo e- 


ame fteem of their {ufferings for Citas VAAN 
ap: zis.) Anf. There are great riches in them: Firft;the riches 
“Corm | of evidence: Secondly, the riches of preferment : 
ag Thirdly, the riches of exiployment : Fourthly, riches i 
of improvement: Fifthly, riches of experience : | 
Sixthly, | 
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Sixthly, riches of promifes: Seventhly, riches of \Cap.38. 
comforts: Eighthly, riches of glory. 
Firft, they are great riches, becaufe they have rich 


Y: 
evidences from them, and thar in thefe four or five 
particulars. 

Firft, by the fufferings they fuffer for Chrift, they | 7 


have an evidence to themfelves, that the way they are 
inis theright way : They have reproached the foot- 
fleps of thine anointed - there wasa time when they 
walked inthe ways of fi in their footfteps, and then 
they were never reproached; but now they have 
changed their way, and walk in the footfteps of the 
anointed, now they are reproached. If aman being 
going in a way, the end of whichis of great confe- 
quence, and it he thould mifcarry in his way, he were 
undone: If one fhould tell him fome marks of the | 

way ; as you go you fhall meet with fuclva dirty Jane, | 247 Pee 
and fuch a craggy mountain; though he would: be firs pie 
glad they were not, yet when he comes at them he is }? Aus. 
glad, becaufe they are figns of the way he mutt go. Ego vif il 
Straight is the gate, and narrow is the way that leads \los tumul- 
to life. Mafter Bradford made ule of that place [#4 yite, 
when he came to the Stake, and looked upon his fuf- fin mundo 
ferings as an evidence to'him that he was in the right po fedi- 
way. ! 

Secondly, they are an evidence to.him of that dif- | 
ference that God hath made between others and him: 
there was a time, when as other men could clofe with 
me, and agree with me; now fee what a difference 
there is,they nothing but contemn me and defpiteme: 


Dura vide- 
cur, (ed ip- 
(a cf tuta 
via alit 
forte delie 


I might have gone on and have been a {corner and a | 

mockeras they are; O the difference that.God hath 

made between me andthem! thar God fhould call 
me 
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‘ine from them, who was as vileas they; and fuffer 
femma | them to be reproachers of godlinels, and make me a 
jori gloria! fufterer for godlinefs ! Ferome * writ to Auguftine, 
somes | thatit was a great fign of glory tohim, that all He- 
(ctoftantur| Yeticks did hate him. 
Thirdly, it is an evidence of the fincerity, and the 
| power of his grace, and his love that he bears to 
Chrift: and this is great riches, foragracious heart 
fays, Lordtry me, Lord prove me: he would fain 
have an opportunity to manifeft the truth of his love 
to Chrift: all the while I goonina way of profpe- 
rity, and have the defire of my heart, wherein appears 
my love to-Chrift? but now when I am called to 
foffering, and to part with much for Chrift, here is 
an opportunity to fhew I love Chrift for Aim/elf, that 
my love to him does not depend upon any thing that 
I gain by him in the world. The Apoftle fays, The 
tryal of your grace, he {peaks of faith, « more pre- 
cious then filver and gold: and not onely your grace 
is more precious, but the tryal of grace is more 
precious then gold and filver. A gracious heart 
does rejoyce much in evidencing love to Chrift, as 
any dear friend rejoyces much in any opportunity of 
manifefting his love to another friend,and the greater 
the opportunity is, the more does he rejoyce. And 
likewife the power of grace is manifefted : as David 
faid tothe King Achi/b, Thou fhalt know what thy 
fervant can do, and fo agracious heart thinks here is 
an opportunity to manifeft the ftrength and power 
that is in grace, 
4. Fourthly, they are an evidence that much good is 
done, that Satans kingdom is fhaken; in fuferings 
we fee the rage of the Devil, and he rages then mm 
when 
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when he fends moft oppofition to his kingdom;where- 


fore thofe againft whom he rages moft, may have 
hereby evidence that they were moft inftrumental a- 
gainft him : Z rejoyce,fays Luther, “That Satan does fo 
rage and blafpheme, as often as I do but touch him : he 
took it as an argument that much good was done, o- 
therwife the Devil would not have been {o vexed, he 
would not have raged fo much. 

Fifthly, a gracious heart hath an evidence to it felf, 
that God will {pare him when others fhall fuffer from 
his wrath. Certainly, the more any one is called to 
fuffer in the caufe of God, and when he findes his 
heart ready and willing to yield to God in fuffering, 
the more evidence may he have to his foul, that when 
others fhall be called to fuffer from Gods wrath, he 
fhall be {pared : and this isthe bottom of the prayer 
of the Plalmift, Pfal. 89. 50. Remember Lord, the 
reproach of thy fervants , how Ido bear in my bofom 
the reproach of the mighty people. Tread of one Ef- 
celus being condemned to be {toned to death, and all 
the people were ready to caft ftones at him; and his 
brother came, and run in, and fhewed that he had 
but one hand, and the other hand he had loft for the 
defence of his countrey, and thennone would ftone 
him : and fo the marks of the Lord Jefus, are notable 
marks to fafeguard thee in the time of trouble : when 
the Lord goes out in his wrath, he will fet his mark 
upon thofe chat he will fave; and none more notable 
marks, then the reproaches and fufferings. they bear 
for Chrift. This was feremiahs plea before the 
Lord, chap. 15. ver. 5: O Lord thou knoweft remem- 
ber meand vifit me, know that for thy fake I have 
fuffered rebuke. 


Laftly, 
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Laftly, it isan evidence of falvation, Phil. 1. 28. 
not that all that fuffer fhall be faved : but a gracious 
heart that fuffers in a gracious Chriftian maner, hath 
God fealing to him by his fpirit in his fufferings, his 
falvation. Putthefe together, and we fee one caufe 
why we fhould count the reproaches of Chrift great 
riches, yea, thisis greater riches then the riches of 
Ept- _— | 

Secondly, the reproaches and fufferings which we 
endure for Chrift, are riches of preferment. It was 
afpeech of Ignatius, when he was to fuffer, Tt ts bet- 
;| ter for meto bea Martyr, thena Monarch, Epift. 12. 
mms Sua ad Romanos, Enfeb.|.8.c.7. To be preferred to 
Amajori | honor, is counted great riches: now there is a pre- 

ferment of Gods people here, thefe three or four 

ways : Bafil upon that famous Martyr Bar-aam,fays, 

he rejoyced in ftripes as in honors, he exulted in 

the fevereft punifhments, as if preclara bravia acce- 
eret. 

Firft, the Saints look upon this as high preferment, 
becaufe it is a teftimony that God hath a high efteem | 
of them: God does not ufe to call thofe that are 
weak and mean to great fufferings, but his fervants | 
that are moft eminent; God will difpofe of the con- 
ditions of his people, {uitable to their difpofitions, 
therefore he will not call thofeto the ftrongeft work 
that are weakeft. A Captain does not call out his 
mean Soldiers to a notable enterprize, but he calls | 
out his moft able couragious Soldiers, and the more 
defperate the enterprizeis, the more honor the Sol- 
dier thinks it to be called out: fo the greater work 
God calls one to, the more preferment is init; and 
we have caufe to admire that God fhould deal fo with | 
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us his poor creatures, rather then others; as if we 
were fitter then’ others: though we cannot fay we 
are fitter, becaufe we are con{cious to our felves of 
fo much weaknefS; but God honors us as if it 
were fo. S 

Secondly, by this we come to be honorable in the 
eyes of the Churches, and the Saints of God: no- 
thing makes Gods people more honorable in the 
eyes of the Saints, then when they are called to fuf- 
fer much for God. And fo inthe Primitive times, 


they efteemed much of the Martyrs, even too much. fvi 


Chryfostom *{peaking of Babylas the Martyr, calls 


him a great man, 4 man tobe admired, and fays, if I |iy, 
may call him a man: and Tertullian writing to fome |: 


of the Martyrs, fays, 7am not worthy to [peak to you : 
he writes that it was a cuftom of fome in thofe times 
to creep to the Chains ‘of the Martyrs, in a way of 


honortothem. Bafil* {peaking of the forty Mar- |, 


tyrs, breaks out into this expreflion,o blefed tongues 
which put forth {uch a kfin, as the ayr receiving 
it was even made holy by it. You muft fuppofe the 
expreffion to be hyperbolical,yet fo as fhews how ho- 


norable the ¿Martyrs were in their profeffions of |, 


Chrift. 
Thirdly, it is a greater dignity in fome degree then 


God puts upon the Angels in Heaven; the Angels |: 


glorified God in away of fervice, but the Angels 
and Saints in Heaven have not this way to glorifie 
God, they are not called to fuffer inthe caufe of 
God. 


Thirdly, the reproaches we fuffer for Chrift, are 


riches of imployment : in this they are called tobe | 


imployed inthe greateft work that God hath todo 
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-| in the world: there are no people in the world imploy- 


ed fo to fet out Gods praife, as they are that are cal- 
led to fuffer ; this is the loweft fubjeétion that can be 
to God, but the higheft honor. . 

And they are called to be maintainers of thé truth 
of God. Says Calvin upon this argument, What are 
we poor worms, full of vanities and lyes that we fhould 


| be called to be maintainers of the truth? The great 


caufe of Gods truth, is maintained efpecially in 
Gods peoples fuffering for the truth: Here is a 


| glorious contending for the faith of God that 


is delivered to the Saints. Thofe who are in Pri- 
fon, fays Cyprian*, Confefs God with a glorious 
voyce, 

Again, they are imployedin bringing credit to 
the Church of God; Gods people that fuffer, are 
a great honor to the Church of God: whereas 


“| Apoftates do difgrace the Church of God; thofe 


that ftand out in the defence of the truth in fuffering, 
make up that honor that the Church hath loft: 


ju thefe are great employments. A gracious heart ac- 
-| counts it as great riches to bring honor to the 


Church, as to have honor himfelf: of which be- 
fore. Itis a notable expreffion that Cyprian hath, to 


“| fet out the honor the Church hath by {uch who fuf- 


fer for the truth, O blefed Church , which in our 
times ts made glorious, by the glorious blood of the 
Martyrs , it was white by the works of the brethren, 
now it is purple by the blood of Martyrs, there are 
neither Lillies nor Rofes wanting in her flowers; | 


| white garlands from their works and purple from their 


fufferiags. 


Fourthly, they are riches of improvement : Firft; 
grace 
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graceis improved; grace is never fo improved, as 
itis at that time when a foul fuffers for Chrift} * they 


moft profit me, fays Luther, who {peak worft of 


me’ as oppofition of fin in the wicked improves 
their fin,fo oppofition of grace in the godly improves 
their grace: Lutherus pafcitur convitis , Luther 
made reproaches his food, he was nourifhed by them: 
virtutem intelligo animofam cy excel{am quam inci- 
tat quicquid infeftat, Sen. Ep. 72. Secondly, here is 
improved whatfoever Gods people do enjoy, that 
they are willing to lofe; no {uch improvement of a 
mans credit or eftate, as the lofs of it for Chrift: if 
we would devife how we fhould improve and lay 
out all our talents for God, we cannot lay them out 
better ; we fhall quickly gain from five to ten here: 
If men know how toimprove their ftocks to the ut- 
moft, they count the knowledge of that way, more 
then if a man had given them many hundred pounds: 
wecome toimprove all that we have in a glorious 
maner, when God calls unto fuffering. Thirdly, by 
fuffering Gods people come to improve the malice 
and wickednefs thatisinthe Devil and men, thatis 
a great improvement, when I can turn the malice of 
the Devil and wicked men intomy riches. It is a 
notable {peech that one Vincentius had of his Per- 
fecutors , Never any man did [erve me better then you 
ferve me, and he told trhem what a great deal he did 
get by their malice in perfecuting of him: if aman 
were able to turn dirt into riches, how would that 
enrichaman? butto have that which can turn the 
dirt of wicked men and the Devilinto our riches, 
that muft bea rich thing. Again, achildeof God 
‘never improves his time fo wel, as when he is fuffering 
Gg for 
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Cap.38.| for God, when he isa doing good, heis improving 

his time, but when heis fuferizg, he does as much in 

a little time, as he was doing a great while before; 

God does much reckon upon the time of his people 
infuffering. 

=. Fifchly, fufferings and reproaches are riches of ex- 

1. | periences. As firft, when they are called to fuffer for 

Chrift, to be reproached for Chrift, they have expe- 

2. | rience of Gods power in upholding them. Secondly, 

experience of the ways and many paflages of the 

rovidence of God towards them inall their fuffer- 

3. |ings. Thirdly, they come to have experience of the 

4. | working of their own hearts. And laftly, they come 

to have experience what it is to be ina fuffering con- 

dition : men have another apprehention of a fuffering 

condition before they are called unto it, then when 

they are called to it ; and therefore they are ready to 

fay, I never knew what a prifon meant, and what re- 

proaches meant till now ,I do not finde that in them thar 

I was afraid of;and thefe experiences are great riches. 

_ | Sixthly, reproaches and fufferings bring in rich pro- 

6: | mifes, and they bring ina great deal: O that.Chri- 

ftians did but know their riches in regard of the pre- 

cious promifes, 2 Pet. 1.4. Every promife is.a pearl 

toenrich Gods people withal, and where there is 

true grace, that foul does count it felf more enriched 

by the promifes, then by any trading. Now the pro- 

wifes that are fo rich unto a gracious heare, they are 

of diversforts; As firft, the promife of Gods pre- 

,, | fence with them, and they count thofe promifes to 

be rich things :as the promife of Gods gracious pre- 

fence and the promife of his glorious prefence, and 

the promife of his abiding prefence. For his gracious 

romife 
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promife, in Ifa. 43.2. When thou paf eft thorow the \Cap.38. 
waters, Iwill be sith thee , and thorow the rivers, 
they fhall not overflow thee, when thon walkeft thorow 
the fire thon fhalt not be burnt, neither {hall the flame 
kindle upon thee. Again,his glorious prefence and his 
abiding prefence, for that you have one promife 
take in bothrogether,1 Pet.4.14.Jf you be reproached 
for the name of Chrift, happy are ye, for the Spirit of 
| glory and of Godrefteth upon yous there is the Spirit 
of God inallthe Saints, but there is the Spirit of 
God, and the Spirit of glory on thofe that arere- 
proached for Chrift, thatis, The glorious Spirit of 
God, the Spirit of God ina glorious maner. Second- 
ly, the Spirit of God and of glory refts upon yon, it 
does not pafs away, but refs upon you : now what a 
rich promifeis here; and what is in all the world that 
may be named with this promife. . 
Secondly,promifes of direction : fays Chrift, Take 
no thought when you are called before rulers for my 
names fake, how or what you fhall beak, for it fhall be 
given you in that fame hour what you fhall (peak, 
Thirdly, thereare promifes of affiflance, I will be| 3. 
with you to the end of the world. Fourthly, thereis| 4 
a promife of acceptance , He that forfaketh houfes, or 
brethren, or fifters, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, or lands for my names fake, fhall receive a 
hundred fold, and inherit eternal life. Fitthly, a| 5. 
promife of bleffing , Bleffed are you when men revile 
you and perfecute you, and fay all maner of evil falfly 
on you for my fake. Sixthly, a promite of 4 King- “as 
| dom, If we fuffer with him, we fhall likewife reign 
(with him, Luke 22. 28,29. Ye are they which have 
continued with mein my temptations; and, I appoint 
Gg 2 unto 
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unto you a Kingdom, as iny father hath appointed unto 
me: the appointing of 4 Kingdom follows upon 
their continuing with Chrift in temptation, Brethren, 
God promifes much to thofe that fhall be fenfible of 
the reproaches of others, much more when thou thy 
felf fuffereft in the caufe of Chrift. In Zeph. 3.18. 
1 will gather them that are forrowful for the folema 
Affembly , time was, when the folemn Affemblies 
of Gods people, their gathering together to hear a 
Sermon was their reproach, and they were contemn- 
ed by many : were youever in any place where the 
Affemblies of Gods people were reproachful, and 
was this a burthen to your fouls,and grievous to you? 
mark the bleffed promife,J will gather them together: 
but to be reproached our felves, and to bear our re- 
proaches in a Chriftian maner, great and rich promi- 
fes are made unto it. 

Seventhly, in feproaches and fufferings for 
Chrift, there are rich confolations ; never fuch confo- 
lation let out to a gracious heart, as when it is under 
reproaches and foreft perfecutions: if ever Chrift 
does turn water into wine, it is the tears of Gods peo- 
plethat are turned into wine of confolation. Bafil 
in his Oration for Barlaam that famous Martyr, fays, 
He delighted inthe clofe Prifon,as in a pleafant green 
meadow, and he took pleafure in the feveral inventi- 
ons of tortures as in feveral [weet flowers. And Vin- 
centins the Martyr {peaking of the great things he 
fuffered for Chrift, hath this expreffion, J have al- 
ways defired thefe dainties. Luther reports of that 
Martyr, St. Agatha, that asfhe went to Prifons and 
Tortures, fhe faid, fhe went to Banquets and Nup- 
tails. And Iames Bainham faid when they kindled s 
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fire at his feet, Me thinks you ftrew rofes before me. Cap.38. 


And Mr. Saunders hatha moft full expreffion of his 
confolation, he felt a wonderful {weet refreflment 
flow from his heart unto all the members of his bo- 
dy, and from all the parts of his body to his heart 


again. And that Martyr Hawks, lifts up his hands |, 


above his head, and claps them together when he 
was in the fire, asifhe had been in a triumph: this is 
a (pecial fruit of the Spirit of God, and of glory, of 
which St. Peter {peaks, 1 Pet. 4.14. If ye fuffer re- 
proaches happy aré ye, the Spirit of God and glory refts 
upon you, and one confolation, one beam of Gods 
face is worth all the riches of the world. The Sun 
enlightens the world, fays Cyprian, but he that made 
the Suz is a greater light to you in prifon ; that dark- 
nefs which is the horrible deadly darknefs of the place 
of punifhment to others, he irradiates to you with his 
bright and eternal light. Vobis idem qui Solem fecit 
majus in carcere lumen fuit horribiles- cateris atque 
funeftas panalis loci tenebras aterna illa €x candida lu- 
ce radiante, Cyp. Ep. 16. 

Eighthly, in reproaches and {ufferings there are 
riches of glory both before the day of Judgement 
and after : riches of glory before; if {o be that opinion 
of fome be true (which I dare not altogether deny) 
of Chrifts coming to reignin the world here before 
the day of Judgement , though I will not affirm it 
asatruth, yet if there be nota truth init, I confefs 
I cannot make any thing of many places of Scripture, 
Rev.20.5. But the reft of the dead lived not again till 
the thoufand years were finifhed. This és the firft refur- 
rection. Bleffed & holy is he that hath partin the -firft. 
refurrection,, on {uchthe {econd death hath no power, 
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reign with him a thoufand years. I know this is ordi- 
narily interpreted of the refurrection from fin to grace, 
and reigning with Chrift a thoufand years, that is, 
reigning with him i# Heaven : but this cannot be the 
meaning of the Text; this thonfand years muft be 
before the day of Judgement, becaufe Satan muft be 
Joofed after: now if this prove to be true, Othe 
riches of glory, that thofe that fuffer for Chrift fhall 
have ! allthofe that have fuffered for Chrift, they 
efpecially fhall be raifed up to reign with Chrift on 
the earth ; and therefore you have it in ver. 4. AndI 
faw thrones, and they fate upon them, and judgement 
was given unto them : and I faw the fouls of them that 
were beheaded for the witnefs of Ie[is and for the word 
of God,and which had not worfhipped the beaft, neither 
his image, neither had received his mark upon their 
foreheads, or in their hands, and reigned with Chrift a 
thoufand years. Suppofeittobe fo, then the more 
any do fuffer for withdrawing himfelf from Azti- 
chriff, the more glory they fhall have when Chrift 
comes to reign upon the earth. Some are loth to re- 
‘|.ceive the mark of the Beaft upon their foreheads, 
openly to appear for Antchrift, yet they will have 
the mark of the Beaftin their hands ; but here is 2 
promife to them that fhall refufe both: and it is not 
meant onely of thofe that fuffer death in their. lives; 
the death in our liberties, and deathin our eftates, 
and other kinde of deaths fhall not go unrewarded ; 
itis a point that was {poken of in the Primitive times, 
`| and afterward it was condemned upon this ground, 
becaufe many grew to be fenfual, and thought the 
Kingdom of Chrift fhould be fora thoufand years 
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in pleafure to the flefh: but take the Kingdom | Cap.38. 
of Chrift to be fpiricual in the glory of his Or- 
dinances, as I am confident that Chrift fhall 
reign Perfonally, in his flefh I will not fay , but 
Spiritually, farre more glorioufly then he hath 
done. 

But then at the day of Judgement, O the glory of 
thofe that fuffer for Chrift, they fhall have Crowns 
upon their heads, and Palms in their hands, and all 
their perfecutors ftand as bafe creatures before them ! 
O the imbracings that there fhall be then. If a fa- 
ther fend his childe abroad about bufinefs, and the 
childe meet with much difficulty, and comes home 
in a rainy tempeftuous day, how gladly his father re- 
ceives him, and all are bufie to tend on him, and 
to make a fire, and get him dry cloathes ! So when 
the people of God meet with fuch hardfhip in the |’ 
world, when they fhal come and meet with Chrift for 
whom they have fuffered, how fhall they be enter- |* Majora 
tained ¢ What riches of glory hall they enjoy in the [piora fe- 
higheft heavens for pe AAR 2 our fufferings are jgua 
but the feeds of our glory ; and the deeper the fur- |: 
rows are, the more plentiful will the Harveft be: and |<<; 
therefore Gordius * the Martyr faid, It fs to my lofs if 
you bate me anything in my fufferings. Are you re- 
proached for Chrift ? Blefed are you, for the Brand rai 
of reproach (fays Bafil *) {hall be turned into the glo- |: 
ryof an Angel. A gracious heart counts it more 
riches to be conformable to Chrift , then to have 
Crowns upon his head: Asin Phil. 3. 8. he counted 
allthe things of the world dogs meat, for the fel- | 
lowthip of Chrifts fufferings ; he did not count all | 
the world dogs meat, for the glory he fhould | 
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Cap.38. | have by Chrift onely;but for the fellowship he fhould 
Be cnt have in the fufferings of Chrift. Truly happy is that 
nis eft patil foul, and to be equalled with Angels, fays Ferome,, 
“ati ias who is willing to fuffer, if it were poflible, as great 

Sie EP things for Chrift, as Chrift hath fuffered for it. Vera 

55. eft illa anima felix er Angelis equanda que pre nomi- 
ne cy opere Chrifti tanta quanta pro nobis ille fufti- 
nuit, voluit fuftinere, Hyeronym, Epift. ad Oceanum, 
Such as have been followers of eminent men, they 
highly efteemed to be like their Mafters, though in 
things that were fome difhonor, As-Plato wasa man. 
of acrooked back, and his Schollars counted it an 
ornament for to go crooked. And cA riftotle- had a 
lifping fpeech, and his Schollars thought itan honor 
to have alifping fpeech. And Alexander had fome- 
what awry neck, and a harfh {peech, and his foldi- 
ers thought it an honor to be like him: how much 
more fhould the godly count their fufferings an honor, 
becaufe they are comformable to Chrift ? For Appli- 

' | Cation. 

Ufex,| In the firft place, hence we fee the excellency of 
grace, what an excellent and glorious thing it is, 
wherefoever itis, thatit does conduce fo far toen- 
creafe riches out of anything: great muft needs be 

| the gain of godlinefs, when it gains from: their fuf- 
ferings and reproaches; grace is fuch a:thing, as 
can turn duft into gold: The Philofophers ftone 

~ {1s counced a rich thing becaufe it turns duit into gold, 
grace will doit, the dirt that the world cafts upon 
Gods people, is turned into gold: well may it be 
called the Divine nature, for as God brings light 
out of darknefs, and comfort outof forrow, and 
riches out of poverty, and glory out of fhame, fo 

does 
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does grace. How does grace conduce to the com- 
fortable life of Gods people ¢ as for the fervice that 
God employs them in, they count that honorable ; 
andthe fufferings that God calls them to, they 
count them comfortable, we need not therefore be 
fo afraid of fufferings; indeed, if we have not a prin- 
ciple to change the nature of them,we may be ail 
but if God do put a principle into us, to turn our 
fhame into glory, and {ufferings into riches, we need 
not be afraid: Ifany didfee Mofes his Serpent, he 
would be afraid, but if he had Mofes hand, he would 
not be afraid, becaufe Mofes hand had a divine ver- 
tue withit to turn the Serpent into-4 rod, and foif 
we look upon fufferings as a Serpent ready to devour |. 
us, we may be afraid,but when we confider the excel- 
lency of grace, that it hath a divine power to turn the. 
Serpent into a:rod, you need not be afraid, labor 
to prize this jewel of grace, that cando fuch great 
things: It was the curfe upon the wicked , that 
God would turn their glory into fhame; Itris the 
bleffing of grace, that it will turn fhame. into 
glory. 

Secondly, we fee a reafon of the meeknefs and quiet: 
behavior of Gods: people in fufferings: Though 
they are perfectited, they carry themielves meekly, 
and are ready to forgive, they are not difcouraged,. 
and fink in their fufferings, becaufe they lookup- 
on fufferings with another eye thenthemen of the. 
world do, they look upon their fufferings as their. 
glory and riches : When a man hath riches coming. 
in, he is quiet; and though he were angry, paflion- 
ate, and vexing before, yet when riches come in, 


that quiets his. heart, and he is ready to-do any- 
office. 
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|Cap.38. | office of love then; this is the reafon why Gods peo- 
pleare ready to do any office of love to them that do | 
perfecute them, becaufe they look upon them as their 
glory. St. Paw! was aman that hada high efteem of 
his {ufferings, and therefore when he fuffered much, 
and from thofe that were his friends, in Gal.4.12. fee 
his behavior, Brethren, I befeech you, be as Iam, for 
I am as youare, ye have not injured meatall, As if 
he fhould fay, How/foever you have carried your elves, 
yet be as Lam, Iam as youare, let our hearts clofe and 
joyn together; you have not injured me at all: Thus 
his {pirit was carryed in this quiet and meek frame, 
becaufe he hada right underftanding of the nature 
of fufferings. And fo we read of Stephen,when they 
were ftoning him, fays he, Lord forgive them: What 
‘was the ground of this ¢ H “es the heavens opened, 
and Chrift ftand at the right hand of his Father he {aw 
a great deal of glory that was in his fufferings when 
he fuffered thus for Chrift, he could pray for his per- 
fecutors : What was the reafon Chrift endured all fo 
quietly ¢ he knew the good that was in his fufferings. 
Indeed, as for thofe that fee no good in them, that 
finde nothing but trouble and vexation, no marvel 
though their hearts fret and revile again ; but where 
a gracious heart findes fweetnefs and good in fuffer- 
ing, furely there need not be that fretting and vexati- 
onof fpirit in them as in others. And why fhould 
we vex and fret, when we fuffer any thing for God ? 
it muft be upon one of thefe two grounds; either be- 
caufe of the evil that we do endure, or the evil of 
thofe from whom wedo endure. The evil that we 
doendure cannot caufe fretting,- becaufe it is turned 
to fuch great riches. But you will fay, The fuffering | 
it | 


Moses bis Choice. i } 459 


it (elf I do not care for, but the bafe malicious hearts | Cap.38. 
of thofe from whom I fuffer that troubles me. To that 
Tanfwer, It is reported concerning Socrates, being 
once reproached, and yet behaving himfelf meekly. 
and quietly, onecame and asked him how he could 
be fo meck and quiet, when he was reproached by 
fuch a one as he was that did reproach him ¢ Socrates 
anfivered, Ifas we go along we fhould meet with a 
man that had a difeafed body, more difeafed then our 
bodies, more weak then ours, fhould we fret at him 
becaufe we fee the difeafe of his body more griévous 
then ours: No, this fhould make us pity him; then 
fays he, if as we go along,we {ee the {pirit of one more 
difeafed, and more difteimpered then ours, fhould this. 
make us fret at him? it rather calls for pity and com- 
miferation: foif that be the thing that makes thee 
fret; namely,the malice of chem from whom you fuf- 
fer, it fhould rather turn your vexation into commife- 
ration, and look upon his {pirit as difeafed,and fickly, 
and weak, and blefs God that hath given youa more 
ftrong and hail (pirit. 

Thirdly, if Gods people account fufferings and re- | Ufe 3.. 
proaches greater riches thenthe treafures of Egypt, 
then here we may fee to what a heighth a gracious fpi- 
rit is raifed to, how highabove the world ; inthatit 
looks és the riches, and glory, and fweet content- 
mentof the world, as under the meaneft and bafett 
thing that does attend godlinefs , namely, as things 
under reproaches, and under fcorns and {ufferings , 
Gods people do not onely look at Chrift, and grace, 
and heaven, as above the -riches and glory of the 
world, that they are infinitely’ above them , but mark. 
how a gracious heart is raifed above the world, take 


the 
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Cap.38. the very dirt that is caft upon the ways of God, and 
| he counts that very dirt to be higher then all the 
| riches, and glory, and dignity of the world, furely 
| thena gracious heart hath a;very low efteem of the 
world, and the riches and glory of it, howfoever 
other men that know no better things, efteem high- 
| Jy of them: A man that hath rich Revenues, plenti- 
| ful comings in, he bleffes himfelfin this, and counts 
himfelf a great man here, but know, while you are 
bleffing your felves in thefe things of the world, that 
do glitterin carnal eyes, a gracious heart is fo far 
from looking at that which you do fo highly efteem 
of as great matters, as he accounts the very bafenefs 
that attends the ways of godliriefs, as a higher pre- 
| ferment by far then all your glory,and rejoyces more 
| in it, and bleffes God more for it; yea,bleffes himfelf 
more in the very bafeft and meaneft things that at- 
j tend godlinefs, then in all your riches; fo that 
| a godly .mans feet are where a wicked mans 
head is. 
| The head of aworldly man, that is, the chief of 
| his defires , and joys, and endeavors, it is in the 
riches of the world, and there a godly mans: feet 
' ftand, and he counts them fo low, as he counts the 
dirt of his feet better: Surely it is but a little room. 
that riches have in the heart of a godly man, when 
| asthe very reproaches of Chrift are more to him then 
| allthe riches of the world : The very filth that is caft 
upon him while he isin his way, he does count better. 
When we would exprefs our moft vile efteem of any 
thing, we ufe to fay, We prize it no more then the 
dirt under our feet, then furely a godly man muft 
have a vile efteem of the things of the wee, 
i or 
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for he does not fo much prize it as the dirt that is | Cap.38. 
caft upon him. And fo the Pfalmift in Pfal.119,118. 
{peaking of the vile efteem that God hath of the 
wicked, fays he, He treads them down under his feet, 
and puts them away as drofs : Gods fervants are com- 
pared in Afal.3.17.to jewels that are {cattered up and 
down inthe dirt, for fo the phrafe does intimate, 
but the dirt that is upon his jewels, is highlier efteem- 
ed by Gods people,then all the jewels of the world: 
The fcrapings and wafhings that come from the tren- 
chers of men, is the fweeteft food untoa Swine; 
fo that which is the .fiveeteft and moft delight- 
ful things of the men of the world, it is meaner 
then the bafeft thing that does belong unto the fuf- 
ferings of Gods people. O the advantage that the 
Saints have above the men of the world ! Were there 
any great matter in the things of the world, howfo- 
ever efteemed by men, it could not be that the very 
reproaches of Gods people could be counted bet- 
ter; but whatfoever efteem the men of the world have 
of them, it appears by this there is no great matter 
inthem. 

Riches in Scripture are compared to thorns, there 
{are five or fix.things wherein they are like thorns ; 

Firft, thorns are the vileft plaints, fo riches are toa 
gracious heart. Secondly, in regard of the fuddenne/s 
of their pafsing away, ifthe fire do but touch them, 
they are quickly gone, fo riches foon pafs away, itis 
faid, They have wings and fly away. Thirdly, in regard 
of their unfruitfulnes,torzs bear nothing fit for man, 
fo riches are very unfruitful, they make men unfruit- 
ful. Fourthly, in regard that thorms are fuch hin- 
drances to better things; and therefore the Scripture 


fays, 


How 
riches do 
refemble 
thorns. 
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fays the feed of the word that was fown among thorns 
it was choaked, they will not let better things grow 
by them; fo the riches of the world and cares about 
them, choak up all, and hinder other things that are 
good. Fifthly,they are compared to thorns, in regard 
of the prickly nature of them: So there are many 
fnares in riches, fays the Holy Ghoft, They pierce 
themfelves through with many forrows : Itis hard for 
a man to go through thorns, and not to pierce him- 
felf; he may be in the outfide of them,and not pierce | 
himíelf , fo though a man be bufe in the world, he 
may keep himfelf trom pricking ,butif he be over head 
and ears in the world, he will be pricked ; as the fheep 
that is got into the thorns will lofe part of her fleece, 
fo Gods people will lofe part of their good amongft 
the world. Laftly, many venomous creatures, as 
Snakes and Toads, and the like, are creeping and 


‘crawling inthe thorns, fo many venomous lufts are 


hidden by riches, an outward glorious eftate does 
hide many filthy lufts. Thefe arguments may for ever 
teach us to look upon thefe things as very mean and 
low. 

Fourthly, if fufferings and reproaches for Chrift be 
greater riches then all the riches in the world, O how 
are they miftaken, how are they deluded that look up- 
on thefe things as the greateft evils ! that are fo thy of 
fufferings and reproaches for Chrift, as that they will 
lofe the greateft riches,rather then they will be enrich- 
ed by them, rather then they will endure them,when 
as they are fo greata good : As firft, is not peace of 
confcience a rich jewel,more then all the riches of the 
world ; and yet how many are there that will lofe the 
rich jewel of peace of comfcience, rather then endure | 
reproaches, - 
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reproaches, rather then be enriched by reproaches ¢ |Cap.38- 


though they be convinced in their confcience, fuch 
ways are according to Gods minde, that they are 
bound to do them, {uch things ought to be done, 
and fuch things ought to be left undone; yet rather 
then they will endure reproaches, they are con- 
tent topart with the riches of the peace of confci- 
ence. 

Secondly, is not the truth of God a rich jewel, a pre- 
cious jewel? O any one truthis rich, we fhould prize 
it above our lives! O that faith that was once deliver- 
ed to the Saints how fhould we prize it ! Buy the truth, 
felit not: Buy it atanyrate, fell it not uponany 
terms. Thetruthis that, thatthe blood, the lives of 
fo many dear and precious Saints of God that were 
the glory of the world, have been laid out for the 
maintenance of, and well laid out too: For though 
God does efteem of the blood of his Saints, and 
precious in his eyes & the death of the Saints , yet 
God efteems highlier of his truth, that is worth the 
blood of all that have been fpilt for the defence of it. 
The trath of God isthe efpecial end for which the 
Sonof God caine into the world, and took mans 
nature upon him, roteftifie to the truth, The truth 
is more worth then rubies and all precious {tones,then 
goldand filver: Whatfoever thou canft defire, 1 not 
to be compared to it, and though there be fo many 
riches inthe truth of God, yet how many are there 
that will rather betray the truth of God, lofe the truth 
of God, rather then {uffer reproaches. 

‘Thirdly, isitnota rich thing to enjoy communion 
with God? Itwas an expreffion of that truly noble 
Marquis Galeacius , that parted with all for Chrift, 

when 
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Cap.38.) when his friends that were very rich, offered him bags 


5. 


6. 


of goldand filver to return to them again, he put 
them all away with this expreflion of indignation, 
Curfe ed is that man that counts all the gold and filver in 
the world, worth the enjoyment of communion with 
Fefus Chrift : This isriches, yet fome had rather 
lofe this then endure reproaches. 

Fourthly,is not the ble/sing of God upon us,the pro- 
tection of God overus, the love of God unto us,the 
care of God for us, and the brightnefs of the face of 
God fhining upon us, and brightning all our ways, 
are not thefe riches ¢ and yet behold how many are 
there chat are fo far from counting reproaches riches, 
as they will lofe thefe riches;rather then bear re- 
proaches. 

Fifthly, is not the inberitance of the Saints, that 
kingdom of glory, that incorruptible undefiled crown 
that is referved for them, riches? and yet how many 
are fo far from efteeming reproaches riches, as they 
will venture the lofs of that too, rather then they 
will endure reproaches. 

Laftly, are-not the Ordinances of God riches, that 
are the efpecial conduits and means of conveyance of 
the choice mercies of God unto his people; thofe 
mercies that have fuch an immediate dependance up- 
Oneternity, are not thefe riches worth all the world ¢ 
yet how many are fo far from counting reproaches 
riches, as will rather lofe all the riches of the Ordi- 
nance, then be reproached : Though their confcience 
tell them, You might enjoy abundance of bleffing in 
the Ordinances, were it that you might have them 
in the power of them, and they havea good minde 
tothem: Ah, but my friends will {corn me; and up- 

on 
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on this ground, they forbear coming to the Ordi- \Cap.38. 
nances: And thus they are fo far from counting the 
reproaches they fhall endure, riches, as they deprive 
themfelves of all the riches in the Ordinances of God, 
rather then they will endure them: Like unto 4 fa in 
1 Kings 15.18. he took all the gold, and filver, and 
riches of the treafure of God, to fend them unto 
Benhadad; that he might free him from the King of 
i : Somenare willing to part with the gold and 
uver, and all the riches of Gods houfe, and of 
Gods Ordinances , fo they may be freed from re- 
proaches and fufferings, and from enduring trouble ; 
was there ever delufion dike this delufion , to lofe 
fuch riches, rather then endure that which in it 
felf is riches? were it that reproaches were as 
great evils as you can imagine, fuppofe you might 
goto live where you might enjoy the Ordinances, 
though it were in fucha place as Fob {peaks of, in Fob 
22.10. A land of darknefs, as darknefs it {elf and 
of the fhadows of death, without any order’, and 
where the light is as darknefs; yet that fubjection 
that your fouls do owe to God, does call for a wil- 
lingnefs to yield to thar, and to yield to reproaches 
and fufferings, though there were no good in them: 
but now, when there is fo much good, fuch glorious 
things mingled together with reproaches , for you 
now to be fo afraid of reproaches, as to be wil- 
ling to lofe fo much riches rather then to en- 
‘dure them, how is your heart befotted 2 Suppofe 
reproaches had {uch fhame in them as you think 
they have, cannot God put honor upon them ? 
man cam put honor upon mean things: As the 
Garter that is counted an ornament of the higheft 
Hh Nobility, 
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Cap.38. | Nobility, that Kings wear about their necks as anen- 


fignof their princely order : A Garter fell froma 
Lady, and fhe blufhed for fhame, the Kizg tookit 
up, Well, fays he, Iwill make this an honorable orna- 
oent ere long ; and upon that came the Order of the 
Garter. Ifmancan putan honor upon that which is 
mean, furely God can doit: ee ee Calvin 
{peaking of fufferings and reproaches ;fays, The 
are the SMELT heavenly nobility ; and if God hath 
put this honor upon them, fhall you be fo fhy of them, 
as to lofe fo much, rather then to endure them 2 
Firft, if they were €vil, you are to endure them, in 
regard of your fubjectionto God... . ivr 
Secondly, if there were nothing loft by your draw- 
ing from them, and your unwillingnefs to endure | 
them, it fhould be a great deal of evil; but frf 
confidering that thereis good: in them, and fo much 
loft by your unwillingnefs to endure them, what fol- 
lyis herez there isanare and skill in Chriftian Re- 
ligion, that would fhew you other things then you 
fee: You would never have fuch low efteem of re- 
proaches if you had the skill of Chriftianity: If a 
| màn did fling bags of pearls and goldatadog, he 
| would be afraid of them, and run away, but a man 
| would not, but be ready to catch them; and fo men 
| of the world and bafe hearts,that are not acquainted 
| with this skillof Chriftianity, they will run way at 
| reproaches and fufferings,but a heart that knows what 
| they are, does not run away. 
But are you fhy of fufferings, and run away ? what 
| a difference is there between the difpofition of your 
hearts, and the difpofition of the moft worthy fer- 


vants of God inallages ¢ you are afraid of them, as 
if 


Moses his Eboice, 


if they were evil like hellit felf; Gods people ear- C4P-38. 


(Quis ped 


neftly defire them.I remember a {peech of Ferome up- 


onthat, Bleffed are you when men [peak evil of you, | 
and revile you, fayshe ; Who would not be willing ' 


to fuffer ? who would not with co be perfecuted for 
righteoufnels fake ¢ who would not defire to be re- 
viled  O would all the rout of unbelievers did per- 
fecute and trouble me for the name of my Lord, and 
for righteoufnefs fake; I would this foolifh world 
would all rife up againft me to reproach me. 
Secondly, Gods people have been greedy ofthem. 
Origen was fo carneft to fuffer with his father, when 
he was a youth of fixteen years of age, that if his 
mother had not kept his clothes from him, he would 
have run to the place where his father {uffered,to pro- 
feis himielf a Chriftian, and to have fuffered with 
him. And fo the ftory of the poor Woman in the 
book of Martyrs, thac made hafte to the place 
where many Chriftians were to be burned, and meet- 
ing with the Perfecutor, fays he, What need you make 
fech hafte to that place, there are many to be burned ? 
Ah, fays the, that I know, and Iam afraid all will 
be done before I come, I and my childe would fain 
[offer with them: And many blefled the day of their 
futfering. Alice Drivers expreffion was, That #e- 
ver neckerchief became her fo well, as that chain did : 


and are you fo fhy of theme what difference is be- |? 


tween you and their fpirirs. Again, what unthank- 
fulnefs and difhonoris thisto Chrift, that hath fuf- 
fered fo much for you.Chrift hath gloried in the fuf- 
ferings he fuffered for you, and why fhould you be 
afraid of fufferings for him?it was a notable fpeech of 
an Ancient, Acceptable ts the reproach of the Crofs to 
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Cap.38.| him chat is not unthankful to him that was crucified 
Orat | uponthe Crofs. And what confufion will it be upon 
crucis qual youanother day, when you fhall {ee thofe that fuf- 
ei qui cru- | fered are fo glorified, that their fufferings are crowns 
ag of fuch immortal glory? O confider what you do; 
gravs. | deprive not your {elves of fuch glorious riches. 

Ufes. | Fifthly, let us labor to get this Chriftian magnani- 
mity of {pirit, namely, for to glory in all that wel 
fuffer for Chrift : Heathens can be patient in fuffer- 
ings, but Chriftians muft go beyond them, and-glory 
in their fufferings. You have been bold in fuffering 
for fin, if you might have your minde and will: vow 
if you may have your minde and will for Gods glory 
in fuffering ina good way, why fhould you net fuf- 

lob 3x. | fer ¢ Mark the expreffions that we have of Fob, Did 

34:36. | I feara great multitude, or did the contempt of fami- 
i lies terrifie me, that I kept filence and went not out of 
the door.O that one would hear me, behold my defire is, 
that the Almighty would anfwer me and that mine ad- 
verfary had written a book :\et them fay what they can 
againft me,& write a book againft me, Surely, I would 
take it upon my fhoulder, and binde it as a crown to me : 

Thus it fhould be with the people of God, they 

fhould take their reproaches as an enfignof honor: 

This indeed is truly in a fpiritual fenfe to tread upon 

the Afp andthe Adder, that when the Ajp, and Adder, 

and the old Serpent does {pit out her venomous poy- 


oe fon, a gracious heart fhould tread upon them. There 
frmg | are three things that will puta fpirit of fuffering, and 
prt | (oa holy magnanimity into us: All the arguments in 


pr 


the world will not do ityunlefs we have a {uffering fpi- 
rit, and thefe three things will put a fuffering fpirit in 
us, Firft, if you had a full fatisfa&tion of your own 
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fpirits in the caufe of God you maintain, and the | Cap.38. 
ways of God, you walk from your own experience 
you have in them, if you take upon you the profef- 
fionof Religion by the reports of others, and be 
carried by the example of others, that willnot do 
it; but if in your own experiences you finde that 
{weet and onely fatisfying content in the truths and 
waysof God, this will do it. It was a notable re- 
folution ‘of Luther, My purpofe is not, fays he, to 
maintain my life or name in refpect what men fay, or 
canfay of me formy maners, but my purpofe is to 
maintain the caufe of God;let whofoever will tear my 
life and name in this regard: Propofitum eft mihi neque 
vitam neque mores tueri fed folam caufam; lacerent mo- 
res meos quicung, velint. Luth.ad Nicolaŭ Hanfman. 

Secondly, if you get your hearts inflamed with love; 2. 
to Chrift: Love delights in opportunities of expref- 
fing it felf, -and it hath never fuch a full opportunity 
of expreffing the ftrength and heat of it, as in fuf- 
fering much for the Beloved. 

Thirdly ,if you have an eye of faith and canbehold | 3° 
God the Father, and Chrift, and the bleffed Angels 
looking upon you when you are in your fufferings ; 
By the eye of faith look up to heaven, and fee God 
looking upon you, and faying, Here is a fervant of 
mine is called to fuffer for me, now you fhall {ee his 
behavior; and Chrift and the Angels looking upon 
you to fee your behavior, and this will do it, not 
onely make you patient, but glory in them. 1 

Sixthly, if there be fo much glory, and fuch riches | u/e 6, 
in fuffering : Hence we have an Ufe of abundance of |incou- 
comfort and encouragement to them that are willing ;7c"F"" 
to endure reproaches for Chrift. There are five | rs, 
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Cap.38. {or fix branches of confolation to Gods people in this 

1, (Ule. Fir, are you willing to fuffer reproaches, and 
Felix pa- {to gloryin them? I remember a notable fpeech of 
lum tilia Gulielmus Parifienfis , O happy starting, = tafte 


ee fuchdelicates! O itis a blefied thing that God-hath 
2. |givenyoufuch a tafte! Again, know, if you glory 
in your fufferings for God, God will glory in doing 
~ | for you : None thall glory in fuffering for him, buthe 
3- |willcount it his glory to be doing for them. Thirdly, 
if you glory in your fufferings for Chrift, God will 
count it his glory to uphold you in his fufferings. 

4. |Fourthly, do you glory in the low condition you |, 
are put into for Chrift ¢ certainly God will own your 
fouls, and glory in you when you are in the loweft 
condition, when your fouls thall be in adverfity, 
5 God will know you then. Fifthly, can you glory 
` Jina fuffering Chrift, when Chrift comes in glory, he 
willows you, when he fhall be glorified:, his glory 
fhall be yours: Thofe that are afhamed of me, I 
willbe afhamed of them (fays Chrift) before my Fa- 
ther and the Angels; Butthole that glory in Chrift, 
6. | Chrift thall be their glory. Laftly, now you glory in 

Chrifts fufferings, you thall glory in his praéfes. 

Ufeg. | Seventhly, if fo be that Gods people account 
themfelves fo enriched by fufferings and reproaches, 
Sufferers | let us take heed, we do not defpife any that do fuffer 
for Chil) for Chrift, that we have not low efteem of them, 
defpifed. | becaufe of their fufferings : God hath high efteem 


of them when they fuffer, and they themfelves fee 
s 4 caufe to glory in their condition, and are you that 

: | are ftanders by afthamed of them? and doyowdit@ 
efteem of them for their fufferings ¢ while. the Saines 
of Ged flourifh inthe world, they are efteemed: i 
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by many carnal hearts ; but let them {uffer any thing |Cap.38. 
and be difgraced, and they withdraw themfelves 
from them, they are defpifed as alamp in the fnuff, 
but who do defpife thofe that are ready to fall into 
trouble ? thofe that are in eafe: When a lamp is 
bright and fhining, every one cfteems it, but when 
it comes to be inthe {nuff, men defpife it : and fo in 
outward profperity, many do efteem of them, but 
when they come into trouble, then they flight them : 
O let not thofe that are like to fall into trouble be 
defpifed by you: I pray what fervice do you for 
God, that you fhould defpife them? fuch a oneas 
fuffersin the caufe of God, does more fervice for 
God, then you have done inall your lives, and God 
hath more honor by him; and will you defpife him, 
and look with anevil eye upon fuchaone? behold 
him, look upon him, fee whether the prefence of God 
-|benot more with him then evers fee whether the 
| glory of God does not appear more upon him then 
ever? and will you defpife him? It is faid, God will 
not withdraw himfelf from the righteous , however 
others do withdraw themfelves ; (that is) let the righ- 
teous be inany condition,though in the pooreft mean- 
eft condition, God withdraws not himfelf from him, 
and fhall you withdraw your hearts from him? you 
fhould embrace them, and the more they fuffer for 
God, the more you fhould delight in them, and be in 
their company the more, and not be fhy of their 
company, and afhamed to own them. 

In Rev, 1.9. you fet how St. Foha does boatt ih his 
tribulationshe does not fay, 7 Foha that am an Evan- | 
gelift, whoam an Apoftle, who have revelations re- | 
vealed unto me, but,! Fohn, who am alfo your brother | 

Hh 4 and 
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jCap.38. | and companion in tribulation : This he rejoyces in, 
that there is acompany of Gods peoplethat I may 
joyn with in tribulation for Chrift. And fo it is 
{poken of the honor of thofe Chriftians in Hed. ro. 
33. that they were companions of thofe that were re- 
proached and perfecuted : Tr is therefore well taken at 
Gods hand, when any of Gods people are in trouble, 
that others are willing to be their companions, and 
not to defpife them, but to embrace them. And Coz- 
ftantine the Emperor, when he came to Paguutius, 
that had loft his eye for Chrift,he embraced him, and 
kiffed that eye. Me 
8. Eighthly, if Gods people do fo glory in their fuf- 
ferings: Hence theres difcouragement to all wicked 
mento meddle with them, certainly they will get 
nothing by it. You think if they will not do thus 
‘|and thus, youwill. make them doit: Alas; youare 
infinitely deceived; what will youdo to make them 
doit? you will reproach them, and caft difgrace 
upon them, and take away their eftates, and hunt 
them up and down: This is. that which they.glory 
‘{in, and they count their riches; you enrich them by 
this: And theiefore if there be any policy in:you, 
leave off this way ; for when are the people of God 
more fetled inthe way of godlinefs, and againft the 
way of Antichrift, then when they are perfecuted ¢ 
Nazianz enin his Oration upon Bafil, tells ofa fa- 
mous conteftation that Bafil had with Modeftus , 
the Emperors Lieutenant : Whar, (faith Mode tus) 
what do we feem tobe to you? Nothing, fays Bafil. 
What, do younot fear our power 2 Why fhould I 
fear? what will ic do’ what fhall I fuffere What 
fhall you fuffere (faith he in indignation) then he 


reckons 
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reckons up a company of {caring things, Loffes of | Cap-38. 

goods, Banifhment, Tortures, Death : then, {ays Bafil, 

if you have any thing elfe, threaten it, for thefe 

things are nothing. How is that, fays he ¢ Bafil an- 

fwers, for lofs of goods, I have nothing but a few 

torn cloathes, and afew books; for Banifhment, Ihe pyi 

account the whole earth mine ; for Death, that. will bner (unt 

be a benefit tome, you will fend me fooner to God, jos Ty- 

to whom I live, and to whom I hasten, and a little af- - Lins 

terhe faith, Fire, Sword, Prifon, Famine, are all a ‘res, five 

pleafure, they.are delightful to me. See 
We read -likewife of a, notable fpeech of this 'in his appa- 

Liestenant to the Emperor, fulian -, While they re gloria 


fuffer, they deride us (faith he) andthe torments are eena 


more fearful to them that ftand by, then to the tor- lis eo [ub-]. 


mented, Guticlmus Parifienfis “in his Tra€tate de r” 
a meorum in 


moribus,- brings in the patience of the Saints trium- leujus co- 
phing over Perfecutors, faying, The Emperors, and quirafer- 
Kings, sad Princes of the world are but Cooks to\en son 
prepare dainties for me, in whofe rage appears my \ccffint tors 
glory, the magnificence and {ublimity of thofe who ot 
are mine, and thofe that feem to dominier in the \rorg ya 
world, do ferveinmy kitchin to prepare food for me. \imrerare 
And Tertullian {peaking of the patience of Fob, and |E Si" 
the Devils coming to ftrike him, fays, The Devil tur. 
with his own hands did but make a crown for Fob. sua 
And (fays he) here is the glory, and magnanimity, met, s 
and fublimity of patience, that it does glory in. thofe | Armane 

. . nos Hare- 
things that the world think to get them off fromthe [ici dum 
ways of godiinefs by. Hereticks, fays Cyprian, do (puram nos 
arm us; when they think by their threatnings to terri- ete 
fie us. Doyou think reproaches from you svill take |rere, Ep. 
off their hearts from all the good they had experience |55- 


of 


: 
ae 
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Cap.38.) of Godsways ? you know not their hearts. 

In feremy z3. 7. fays God, They think to canfe my 
people to forget my name by their dreams, which they 
tell every man to his neighbor, as their fathers have 
forgotten my name for Baal: becaufe a company of 
bafe Hyposrites are taken from the waysof godli- 
nefs, and from the profeffion of truth by {corns 
and reproaches, the men of the world think to get 
Gods people to forgét his Name, but they are infi- 
nitely miftaken: although you prevail with hypo- 
crites, do not think to prevail in like maner with gra- 
cious hearts. The anfwer of Bafil to Modestus, that 
NaZiaaXeninhis former Oration mentions, is very 

| remarkable; When Mode/tus heard his bold anfiwers, 

fays he to him, Never any man anfwered me thus, 

thus boldly as you do : It may be, fays Bafil, you never 

had to deal with a Bifbop before. So although per- 

haps others who make fhews of Religion, yet-not 

well grounded, will yield to you; yetif you meet 

with a true gracious heart, you fhall finde another 

maner of power there to refift whatfoever you can 

Dank do. Do what youcan, thofe who are truly godly, 

fuos dixit | Will be above you in whatfoever fufferings they en- 

morsem &) dure from you. It was a notable fpeech I have read 

Chrif Se | of one Cyrus Theodorus to the former Modeftus, con- 

quadam | cerning Bafil: O Modestus, Bafil is above you, you 

jocularis | ave but a poor Pifmire to him, though you roar as a Ly- 

er faper |OD! Luther likewife reports of Vincentius, that he 

prunas in-| laughed *at thofe that flew him ; faying, that to 

[redeus glo- Chriftians tortures and deaths were as [ports, and he 

fuper Rofas| gloryed when he went upon hot burning coals, asif 
pears! he trod upon Rofes. 

T.4315] Ninthly, If we are to glory fo much in the fuffer- 

ings 
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ings we endure for Chrift, then certainly we are |Cap. 38. 


to glory in the fufferings that Chrift hath indu- 
red: for us: if there be riches in our fufferings 
for Chrift , what riches are in Chrifts fuffering 
forus ? Ihave fhewn in eight particulars the riches 
of fufferings for Chrift, I might in as many par- 
ticulars fhew the riches of Chrifts fufferings for 
us. .Firft, riches ;of the infinite deep wifdom of 
God. Secondly, theriches of the infinite Jove of 
God to mankinde. Thirdly, the rich patern of 
humility. Fourthly , there.is riches of bozor that 
is put upon the Children of men, fuch a price is 
aid forthem, and fuch great things are done by 
the Lord for them. Fifthly,there is a rich fountain of 
mercy, Cleanfing of all pollution, and the healing 
of allfouls in Chrift. Sixthly, there are the riches 
of the {prings of all graces. Seventhly, there are 
the riches of thé rich treafure of all comfolations. 
Eighthly, a rich purchafe, thus our fufferings for 
Chrift are riches, and Chrifts fufferings for us are 
riches. Chryfoftom * {peaking of Chrifts reproaches, 
hath this expreffion, Thefe things which we fuffer- 
ed, are moft beautiful and glorious to me, in thefe 
I do principally glory, neither is my fpirit lefs raifed 
by the thoufands that be raifed from the dead, then 
by the dolours that fuffered. How rich is a Chri- 
ftiantn regard of {ufferings; as men ufe to look at 
their riches, and be thinking of their riches, fo let us 
be viewing and looking at our riches , the riches 


of our fufferings; and Chrift makes us to glory}: 


in our riches. It is an expreflion of Chryfostom 


upon the Sermon in Matthew 26. {peaking of the fi 
fufferings of Chrift, fays he, They are glorious | 


things , 


* Hac pul. 
cherima 
gloric~ 
fiffima 
fune, in bis 
2go fummo- 
rere glorior 
nec MINUS 
me hi fai 
dolores. 
{ublimem 
efferunt, 
guam mille 
mortui 
JUOS cXCiæ 
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he glories more in them, then in raifing 
thoufands from the dead, Chrift glories in them, 
And that is obfervable in the ninth of the U/és, 
where Chrift appears to Saul, fays he, Saul, 
Saul, why perfecute/t thou me? fays Paul, Who 
art thou? Iam fefus of NaXareth, why does he 
fay, fefus of Nazareth? does any good come 
out of Nazareth ? -he doesnot fay, Tam the fecond 


‘perfon of the Trinity, the Sox of God, the King 


of the Church, no, but Z am Fefus of Nazareth, 
that was areproach that was caft upon Chrift, and 
Chrift glories in that, furely we fhould glory in it 
then. - ` i . l yili 
- Laftly, if there be fo many riches in fuffering 
for Chrift in reproaches, what riches are there 
in the Crown, in the reward of the reproaches, 
and fufferings? men do dig riches out of dark 
holes and mines in the Earth; here is a hole, 
though it be dark, yet it is a mine, where-out 
you may dig great riches, if you have wherewith- 
all to dig, if you have a true Chriftian Spirit 
- fee out of this deep dark pit you may dig 
riches. 
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Cuae. XXXIX. 
There is glorious reward for the people of God. 


efteem reproaches? He had refpet unto the 
recompence of reward: From whence the 
point of Doétrine is this, That 

There is a glorious reward for the people of God, thz| Point. 
refpet unto which is a great encouragement to Gods 
fervants,to goon ina way of fuffering and hardfhip for 
him. 

It was this that helped Davidin the midft of his 
fore temptation, that did arife from his affliction in 
the way of God, Pfalm 79.24. Thou fhalt guide 
me mith thy counfel, and afterward receive me to 
glory : asif he fhould fay, Howfoever it be with 
the men of the world, who enjoy their profperity 
according to their defires,; and howfoever it be with 
me, that I amafilicted, and muft endure hard things 
here, yet this is that which upholds me through all, 
Thou fhalt afterward receive me to glory. This is 
that which upheld the Spirit of Saint Paul, 2 Cor. 
4.17. where he brings in a moft notable and high 

| expreffion of the glory thatis to come, for the up- 
holding his fpiritin his fuffering , For our light af- 
fiction , which is but for a moment, worketh for 
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glo- 
ry. This is that which Saint Paul propounded 
unto Timothy, to uphold his heart in all his fuf- 
ferings, 2 Timothy2.12. If we fuffer, we fhall alfo 
reign with him, Thisis that which ftrengthned the 
Spirits of the Chriftians, that {uffered in fhe times of 


| the 
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Cap.39-| the Maccabees, Heb. 10. 34. As thofe clufters of | 
Grapes that were brought from the land of Canaan 
that fhewed to the people, what the fruitfulnefs of 
that land was, was an encouragement to them, to pafs. 
; through all dithculties that they were like to meet 
withalin the poffeflion of the land,to fight againft the 
children of Azak: {o that which God hath revealed of 
Heaven, is like thofe cluffers of grapes, thofe little 
things that we have made known tous (in compari- 
fonof the glory that isto come) are to that end re- 
vealed to encourage us in our way here. Inthe hand- 
ling of this point, there are thefe five things we fhall 
endezyor todo: Firft, to fhew that there is a reward 
for the righteous. Secondly, how far a Chriftian 
may have an eye untogthis reward. Thirdly, thew 
fomewhat what this reward is. Fourthly, wherein 
lies the power of the believing of this, to help us to 
endure any hardfhip. Laftly, make Application 
of all. 

i That there is 4 reward, Certainly, there is a more 
bleffed condition forGods people hereafter they have 
not received that whichis prepared for them, there 
are other maner of things to be revealed, then thofe 
that you fee. Pfal. 58.11. Verily there is a reward 
for the righteous , furely itis fo: notwithftanding a 
carnal fenfual heart doth not fee it, yet verily there 
is a reward; though the ways of Gods providence do 
feem outwardly to work otherwife, yet furely there 
isareward: notwithftanding our unbelieving hearts }. 
are ready to queftion it, yet furely there is a reward, 
verily there is a reward for the righteous. There is 
a great deal of power in this one thing to raife up our 
hearts from the creature,from grovelling here below, 


to 
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to make us at leaft to look upward to know our hap- | Cap.39. 


pinefs is not here, to know that there are glorious 
things to be expected, and that appears : ; 
Firft, God hath infinite riches of glory, infinite 
treafures of happinefs; there are infinite great things 
in God , and God takes infinite delight to com- 
municate himfelf, and let out himfelf unto the crea- 
ture : now if there be fuch infinite riches with God, 
fuch glorious treafures of happinefs, and he delights 
to communicate himfelf , certainly there are great 
things to be communicated then; for wherefore is it 
that God hath {fuch infinite riches in him, but that in 
due time he will make them known, and reveal them, 
and communicate them ¢ itis but little that is reveal- 
ed and communicated for the prefent; therefore 
there are other things to be revealed and communica- 
ted from God. 
Secondly, God hath made mankinde to be of fuch 
a nature,as to have a kinde of infinite capacity where- 
by it is made capable of happinefs, beyond that 
which any creature, befides Angels, is capable of: 
Properly no creature butthe rational creature is ca- 


pable of happinefs at all, but befides it hatha kinde } 


of infinite capacity, whereby it is made capable of 
the higheft happinefs that belongs to the capaci- 
ty of a Creature: and certainly God hath not 
made this in vain, God does intend to fill this ca- 
pacity. 

You will fay, Az infinite capacity of happinefs, how 
is that e Thus; for there are two things in the ratio- 
nal part of man, his #zder/tawding, and his will : now 
the capacity of this part, muft be judged according 
to the objects that are fuitable unto thefe two facul- 
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Cap.39- | ties in mans foul: For the wader ftanding, it is not any 


particular thing that is the object of it, but truth 
in general: take truth in the urmoft latitude of it, 
inthe univerfality of it, thatis the object of mans 
underftanding ; and therefore the underftanding is 
infinite , becaufe it is not fatisfied in this or that 
particular , but trwth in the utmoft extent. And 
forthe object of the will, it is goodin the gene- 
ral, itis not this or that particular good; but good 
in the univerfality of its nature; and therefore till 
it come to enjoy God, that does eminently contain 
all good in him, it can never come to have full 
fatistaction. And here obferve the difference be- 
tween the capacity of mans nature, and the ca- 
pacity of other Creatures: as for other Creatures, 
their faculties canextend no further then fome par- 
ticular good, and they are limited within the nar- 
row bounds of their own nature; and therefore 
if fo be the eye have colour, it goes no further; 
and if the ear have found, it goes no further; and 
fo taste, it goes no further then fome particular 
good; but the intelligent foul, the rational foul 
goes beyond all particulars. Now God having 
made mans nature of fucha capacity for good and 
happinefs , certainly God intends great things for 
the children’ of men, other maner of things, then 
there are in this world , and if for any, furely for the 
righteous. 

Thirdly, furely there is a reward, becaufe it is the 
great defign that God had in the making of the 
world, in all his works to lift up,and advance the glo- 
ry of the riches of his mercy and grace: now if this 
be Gods great defign, to advance the glory Pa his | 

Intinite ' 
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infinite mercy, then certainly there muft needs be a |Cap.3y- 


glorious condition for fome of the children of men, 
for that isnot yetdone; though there be fomething 
of Gods mercy manifefted, that we have caufe to 
admire at, yet certainly, God does not reveal 
thatin the world, whereby he fhould attain to the 
great delign, of lifting up of the glory of his great 
Name. 

Fourthly, the chief of the deep infinite counfels of 
God, and the works of his wifdom, that have been 
from all eternity, have been, and are yet exercifed a- 
bout this efpecially ; namely, to bring mankinde to 
his eternal eftate, and to communicate unto the chil- 
dren of men, that glory that he hath appointed for 
them, thatit might bein the moft glorious way that 
canbe: now if God have {et his infinite wifdom on 
work from all eternity about this;namely,what might 
be the moft glorious way of communication of him- 
felfin the riches of his goodnefs unto mankinde, cer- 
tainly, when this comes to pafs,that God fhould com- 
municate himfelf as much as he does intend, it muft 
be infinitely glorious:certainly,there are great things, 
and glorious things to be communicated hereafter. 

Fitthly, the power of God hath been already cx- 
ercifed, in fubferviency to other attributes of his, to 
make known his wifdom, and his bounty, and his ge- 
neral goodnefs ; the power of God have been won- 
derfully manifefted in the works of creation and pro- 


vidence : now certainly, the power of God is as well | 


to be put forth in a way of fubferviency unto his 
grace and mercy; now if there be fuch a time,as Gods 
infinite power is to, be let our, and work unto that 


end, that it might be fubfervient unto the infinitenefs 
Ti of 
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Cap.39-) of his‘mercy, then certainly there are glorious and 
great things to be revealed and made known. 

6. | “Sixthly,certainly there are glotious‘and great things 
formankinde, inthat God hath raifed the nature of 
man unto fuch a heighth, as he hath done in Chrift ; 
namely, to unite mans nature unto himfelf, unto the 
fecond perfon of the Trinity, and that with the near- 
eft union that poffibly can be ; namely,an hypoftati- 
cal union : certainly then God intends great things 
forthe childrenof men, for that sature, that is one 
perfon with the Divine nature. This is fuch a great 
work of God,as allother of the works of God are 
darkned ‘in the honor of this great work. < 

Seventhly, the great purchafe that Jefus Chrift hath 
made, in that he hath been content to leave fo much 
glory, certainly this was to purchafe great glory; and 

| in that he was content to be made a curfe for mans fin, 
and to fhed his blood,and to give his life for man, fure- 
ly this was not onely to purchafe outward comforts 
in the world, itwas to purchafe higher things, and 
therefore great muft needs be the fruit of the purchafe 
of the blood-of -Chrift; and therefore great are the 
_things'that are to be revealed hereafter, 

S. | Eighthly,there are in Scripture many glorious peo- 
| mifes which yer are not fulfilled, abundant rich and 
| glorious promifes, that have infinite rreafures of good 

[Tir thém, there muft be a time of fulfilling of them all, 
| to the utmof extent of them: and therefore certain- 

) | ly there are great things to be revealed hereafter. 

| Thy word, O Lord is fetled for ever iv Heaven, Pfal. 

| | 119. 89. pete SIDA) Bs H: i A 

9. |. Ninthly, the great things that God’ hath done for 
| 


a a a 


his enemies, is a demonftration that there is a glo- 
rious 
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rious condition for Gods people afterward, in that | Cap.39. 


God hath filled their bellies with his hid treafure : 
what treafures hath God to fill the fouls of his own 
people with, when ashe does fill the bellies of the 
wicked , whom he does intend to caft out as ac- 
curfed: > 

Tenthly, it appears there are great things for the 
people of God hereafter, becaufe of the great hopes 
that are wrought in the hearts of ‘Gods fervants, by 
the power of the Holy Ghoft. Now furely fuch hopes 
as are wrought by the power of the Holy Ghoft,chey 
muft attain unto glorious things : Rom. 15.13. Now 
the God of hope, fill you with all joy and peace in be- 
lieving that you may abound in hope through the power 
of the Holy Ghoft: the hope of Gods people is that 
which is not onely wrought by the Holy Gho/t,but by 
the power of the Holy Ghoft., and fuch an hope, as 
God is pleafed to ftile himfelf the Godof this hope ; 
and therefore certainly glorious things are to be re- 
vealed. 

Another demontftration is this,the very natures and 
excellency of grace, isto take off our hearts from 
thefe prefent things in the world, and from all'the 
good that is here in the creature;God does give gtace 
forthis end; now thenI reafon thus: if the chief 
excellency of grace be to take the hearts of the Saints 
from the things of the world, and to fettle them up- 
on higher and better things, then certainly there are 
glorious things to come. 

The daft demonftration is this, becaufe there are 
{fuch glorious firft fruits of that whichis to come, 
that Gods people do finde for the prefent; thofe blef- 
fed rays of heavenly confolations, and thofe begin- 

| Se _nings 
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Cap.39- nings of Heaven that they finde here: if there werea 

| thoufand worlds filled with that glory that this is fil- 

| led with, they would not take it for one ray, one 

beam, that is made known unto them, as the firft 

| fruits of that glory they fhall have hereafter: now 

| put all thefe together, and we may conclude, Verily 

there is areward for the righteous , verily thereis a 

glorious condition for Gods fervants; happy are they 

that fhall be made partakers of thefe things, certainly 
there are great things to come. 

Before we go any further, me. thinks the thoughts 
of thefe fhould. zaife our hearts: what do we here 
minding fuch poor empty things? are thefe the things 
that God hath made us for? are.not the thoughrs 
of God concerning the children of men, higherand 
more glorious then thefe outward things? furely 
there is fomething elfe, that God hath made mans 
immortal foul for, above any thing that it hath feen |: 
| in the world: men do live for the prefent, as if there 

were no other condition for them, no greater good, 
| butonely to eat and drink, and have money, and 
| brave cloathes, and the like: O-know'thereare bet- 
| ter things for us to look after ! but thus we pafs from 

the firft thing that there are blefi ed things for the chil- 

dren of. men hereafter. . 
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Cuar. XL. 
How far we may aym'at the yecompence of reward i» 


what we do. 


t 


things prepared for fome of the children of men ; 
but whether may we look after them ¢ may we 
have a refpećt tothe ‘reward? Is not this a merce- 
nary thing, and hypocrifie ¢ we are not to ferve God 
for reward, but for himfelf: and therefore how is this 
that Mofes had arefpect unto the recompence of re- 
| ward, and how is this a thing that fhould help us on 
in our way ¢ > =e? bh 
Firft, this is granted,that we are bound to ferve the 
Lord, and to walk with him, and obey him ; if there 
were no reward tobe expected hereafter, God is in- 
finitely worthy of himfelf, of all our fervices, of all 
that we are able to do in this world and whatfoever 
we have, the Lord hath more intereft in it, then we 
have in it our felves; and therefore we. owe all that 
we are, or have, unto him, and righteoufnels it felf 
is fufficient to caufe us to perform the works of it: 
Inthe keeping of thy Commandments there w great 
reward, Pfalm 19.11. Not onely for keeping them, 
but ia keeping them there is great reward, and the 
excellency of our work would be {ufficient reward 
for our work; though theré were no reward that 
were to come hereafter, we are bound to do all 
we do. 

But yet fecondly, notwithftanding this, God is 
pleafed to give leave unto us his poor creatures, to 
help and encourage our felves inthe expectation of 

hg that 
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Cap.4o. that reward that is to come; yea, to make itour 
Í aim (though ji will.nor fay the highe {t Aine) for fo the 
| word fignifies ina.Cor. 4-18... While. we. look not ag 
| things whieh are feen, but at the things which are not. 

pe | feen; the word fignifies, While we make things that 

"ave not feen our {cape and aym, fothat God gives us 

| leave to have fuch refpect unto'them, as to make 
them our ayaa.’ and fo the people of God have look- 

ed at the recompence of reward, as a great encou- 
ragement to them in their way, Pfal. 119. 112. J 

have enclined my heart to perform thy ftatutes alway, 
evento the end: the famc-word that fignifies end, | 
fignifies. reward alfo, becaufe reward is to come at 

_ | the evd of all our works, and therefore the fame word 

| is tranflated reward in Pfal. 19. 11. and fo the word 

; feems to carry, more, then tothe exd: asif David 

| thould fay, I have enclined my heart to perform thy 

: Statutes alway, looking unto the reward. In Heb, 

12,2, itis faid of Chrift himfelf, Thar for the joy 

| that was fet before him he endured the Crofs and de fpi- 
_ fed the hame : Now if Chrift made ufe of the joy | 

| that was fet before him, and that was ahelpto him 

‘ toendure the Crofs, and- defpife the hame, much 

| more may we make ufeof it, and it may be a help to 

| #8; fo that we have leave to look atit. 

3. | Yeathirdly, we have not onely leave tolook at it, 
| but itis our duty to feck to help our felves im eying 
| | the reward; we fin againft God if we doit not: and 
| the reafonis, becaufe we-are bound tomake ufe of 
the word, in that way that God hath revealed it to 
us : now God hath revealed the glorious things of 
the recompence of the reward in a way of encou- 
ragement; and therefore we fin againft God if we 
do 
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do not encourage our felvesinit. Some think, why Cip.4o. 

fhould we look at the reward, we muft look to the ' 

rule, and fee that our obedience be accordingly : but | 

know, if you do not look to the reward, you do not 

only hinder your felves of the good you might have, . 

but do fin againft God in it. Here you deceive your f 
felves, as Abax did deceive himfelf in Ifaiah 7.11. ; 
where God bid him ask a fien; he was modeft, and 
bafhful, and would not ask a fign, be would not 
tempt God,he would believe the Lord without a fign, 
fee how the Lord is angry: Is it a fmall thing ta | 
weary mean, but will you weary God alfo? When as 
the Lord in favor towards you will vouchfafe youa 
fign, and you refufe it, as if you had no need, why | 
will you weary God? {oas when God for the help of | 
our weaknefs, will grant us.an argument to help us 
in our way, and we think it is wodefty, or what you 
will to leave it, inthis we Gn againft the Lord our | 
God. | 

Fourthly , I never finde that the Scripture does 

accufe any of Hypocrifie, of unfoundnefs, and not 
to have truthof grace meerly forthis, becaufe that 
they did aymatthe reward whichis in Heaven, for 
that they did; you fhall finde in Scripture many 
are difcovered for hypocrites, for looking at the glory! 
of the world as their aym, for fecking of riches and! 
credit » but give mean inftance where any is accuféd 
for unfoundnefs, for feeking of immortallity; and 
eternity, and happinefs; this is that which troubles 
many Chriftians, that which they dois out of felf- 
love, and they aym at themfelves;-God did never 

į difcover any to be unfound upon this ground, andi) sy 
therefore we fhould be cautious in accufing our {elves}, 
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ap.40.| Of this, as many do, becaufe, for the prefent they 
cannot fte how they.go further then feeking of them- 
felves, though we cannot fee how we do go further, 
yetitis an argument we do go further, if we get up 
to this. Paul made it a mighty work of grace in him, 
that he could have his heart taken off from all tempo- 
ralthings that are feen, and to look at eternal things 
that were wot feen, PATE 
Ss Fifthly, yet we ought to look at God, and to lift up 
God beyond our felves; or any thing that concerns 
our felves, and nottoaym at God more then any 
worldly thing onely; but to aym at God.more then 
at the glory of Heaven. r 
6. | Butyet further, though we are to aym at God be- 
yond our own good any way, yet itis the will of 
God that he would not have us to part with any 
of our fpiritual good, no not for any glory to his 
own name: if you look at your reward in Heaven 
as [piritual, you may fo far look at it, as not to be 
Willing to part with it, for any glory that you 
conceive may come to God: by {piritual good, I 
mean grace. Nowif it could be fuppofed that God 
fhould have never fo much glory by my abating the |- 
leaft degree in grace, yet I am fo bound to the work 
of grace, as I muft not abate the leaft degree for the 
higheft glory that can come to God; yea, though 
it is true I am to defire the glory of God, and that 
others fhould glorifie God: yet I fhould more defire 
the furtherance of grace in my own foul, fo as I 
fhould not be willing to part with the leaft degree of 
grace, though thereby all the world fhould glorifie 
God 


objec.| But here lies one obje&tion: Paul feems to go | 
otherwife 5, 
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otherwile ; for be wifhed himfelf accurfed, or anatha- \Cap.4o. 
mixed from Chrift for his brethren, his kinfmen 
after the flefh, fo that it feems St. Panl did with the 


glory of God in others, more then any grace in him- 


felf. 
J a this Lanfwer, That feparation from Chrift we} Az/w. 
muft underftand rightly ; we are not to underftand by i 
feparation, that he fhould be feparated from the Spi- 
rit and grace of Chrift, but that he might be fepa- 
rated from the comforts of Chrift, that he might not 
have that comfort and that happinefs that comes in 
by Chrift: If he had defired to be feparated from 
the grace of Chrift,he fbould have finned in it, Gods 
glory and our goodare fo annexed together, that 
though we may {uffer much for the good of others, 
yet we are not to defire to be in any finful condition, 
though it could fave all the world : [fit could be con- 
ceived, unlefS I fin the leaft fin in thought,all the men 
of the world fhould be damned,-I fhould fuffer shem 
all to be damned, rather then to fin the leaft fin. Ire- 
member St. Augu/fine hath atractate about an offi- 
cious lye, totella lye for no-burt,.but for good ; fays 
he, We are not to tell {uch alye, though it were to fave 
all the world : Chrift had rather all the world fhould 
have been damned, then that he fhould have com- 
mitted the leaft fin. 

Inthe next place, whofoever does underftand what | 7- 
thetrue reward is that is in heaven, it is impoffible, 
if he defire heaven aright, but he muit. defire the 
glory of: God above himfelf: What is the heighth 
and top of heaven’ it is not any carnal good, 
any carnal content that is the heighth and top of 
the glory of heaven? It is that our fouls being 

in 
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ee eS 
-| inthe perfection of them, might live to the praife of 
God for ever : Now if this be the end ofall, we fhall 
receive from God in heaven that we might live for 
ever, to reflect the glory upon God again in our 
praife ; thenitisimpoffible to defire heaven, but in 
our defires of heaven, we do defire God above our 
felves: Surely we may freely aym at our reward in 
heaven, forif we aym at our reward, and know it 
aright, it is fuch as we cannot but aym at God above 
our felves; yea further, fo near is Gods glory and 
our reward joyned together, that we cannot aymat 
God above our felves, but we fhall by that means 
in the beft maner provide for our felves; and the more 
we {trive toaym at God above our felves, we come 
in the beft maner, that poffibly can be, to provide 
for our felves. 5 è 

And yet laftly, there is a great difference between 
4 gracious heart looking to thereward, and4 carnal 
heart looking to the reward : As 

Firft, the difference lies here, a gracious heart does 
love the reward for the works fake, a carnal heart 
does onely love the work for the rewards fake: Asa 
gracious heart loves heaven, and loves the glory of 
heaven; but it loves heaven, and the glory of hea- 
‘| ven the better, becaufe there is fuch 4 bleffed way to it. 
If amanwereto go home, and had anill way, he 
would love his home; but if he have a fair fmooth 
way home, he loves his home the better for the ways 
fake , therefore many men are at great coft to have 
a fair going to their houfes: And fo agracious heart 
| loves the way, that God does reveal to come to hea- 
ven by, and loves heaven the better becaufe of the 
way : A carnal heart may love heaven, but he does 

not 
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not love heaven the better for the way, but wifhes the |Cap.4o. 


way to heaven were otherwife; he looks upon the 
way to heaven as a neceflary burthen tohim: Asa 
man that is going out a journey,and muft go through 
adirty lane, he goes through it, but complaining , 
and fo, though they defire heaven, yet all the while 
they are complaining of the way: Certainly there is 
a great deal of difference between the defires of 
heavenin a carnal heart, and the defires of it ina 
gracious heart. . 

Secondly, the eye thata gracious heaat hath to 
the recompence of reward, is another maner of eye 
then any carnal heart can have. What kinde of eye 
isit ¢ Firft, the eye that a gracious heart hath to the 
reward, itis a clear difcerning eye; he does not take 
the things of heaven as guefles,and imaginary things, 


but looks upon them as certain fubftantial realties: | 


Formy ownpart, I much doubt whether any man 
in the world be able to fee the glorious things in hea- 
ven, as certain fubftantial things, that hath not the 
truth of grace: The truth of grace it is partly in this 
thing, in having that principle in the foul, that 
makes the foul able tolook at the things of heaven 
as the onely real, fubjtantial, excellent things, fo as 
to darken all theglory of the things of the world, 
fo that when you come thus far, whereas before you 
heard fomething of heaven, and they were but ima- 
-ginary things, and now there is fuch alight fet up in 
your fouls, as you fee the things of heaven as the one- 
ly real, fubftantial, glorious things; certainly there 
is the work.of grace: The ground of it is that of 
Heb. 11.1. Faith is the evidence of things not feen, 
fothatthe work of faith és there feen : Whofoever- 
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Cap.40. | {peaks of the reward that isin heaven, if the glory 


of the world be not darkned in their eyes, it argues 
there is no true faving faith. 


` A fecond difference is, a gracious heart looks up- 


onthe reward by fome experimental fweet, and-good 
that he findes in himfelf, as the beginning of that 
eternal good he expeéts, whereas others look. upon 
the reward as a thing onely to come unto them here- 
after: He reads inthe word, and hears Preachers fay 
fo, and fo he can {peak of them, but it is not from 
any experimental {weetnefs that he findes of the be- 
ginning of eternal life wrought in him: That place is 
very remarkable for this, in Heb.10. 34. Knowing in 
your felves that ye have in heaven a better and en- 
during fubftance: Other men may know in others, 
in books, chat there is a reward ; but agracious heart 


knows in himfelf, by that experimental-fweetnefs of | 


the beginning of eternal life that he findes in-himfelf. 
A third difference is, The eye that a gracious heart 
hath unto the recompence of reward, is a fixed eye, 
a fetled conftant eye: Another-man thatis an hypo- 
crite may have a flafh of lightning, even from heaven 
itfelf, that may difcover fomething unto him of the 
glorious condition of the people of God, as Balaam, 
Let me dye the death of the righteous, andlet my laft 
end be like his : This was more then natural, I may 
call ita {upernatural work that was upon Balaam , yer 
notfaving and -gracious:It appeared not to be faving, 
becaufe ic had not a faving power went with it, and 
it was not conftant and {o many hypocrites that are 
unfound , when they have enlargement in prayer, 
they may have fome flafhes’ of lightning let into 
their hearts,they may have fome glimmerings of the 
glorious 
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glorious things of heaven; and as the Holy Ghoft | Cap.4o. 


{peaks in Heb.6.5. they may have a tafte of the powers 
of the worldto come; but'a gracious heart hath. it 
not as a flafh of lightning, but as 4 conftant light that 
is fet up in his foul,and as that light which does tranf- 
form his fpiric into light and makes him to be a childe 
of light. 

Fourthly, thereis agreat deal of difference in this, 
the eye thata gracious heart hath is truly /péritual, 
the other is but carpat. A {piritual eye, what is that ¢ 
that. is, he looks atthe reward asa jpiritual thing, 
a carnal heart looks at it carzally: O the flafhes of 
joy to haveacrown and a kingdom ! but a fpiricual 
heart looks at the reward fpiritually ; time is coming 


when I fhall be wholly free from the body. of fin and: 


death; time is coming, whenas the image of God 
fhall be made perfect in my foul, time is coming, 
when I fhall behold the blefled face of God, and 
live to the praife of that blefled God, without any 
intermiffion , joyning with thofe bleffed creatures 
that are eternally bleffing God: Now the heart 
that looks at it thus {piricually, and looks at the top 
of it to be a fpiricual good; fuch an one fees the re- 
ward after another maner-then any carnal heart 
doth.. e 
The laft difference is, the eye of the gracious 
heart is a believing eye, fuch an eye, as he looks up- 


onthe glorious and bleffed things of heaven, as: 


the things that his foul hath an intereft in, asthe 
things wherein his riches and happinefs.does confift ; 
another may look upon them as glorious things that 
may be defired ; but foraneye.to be fixed vponthe 
promife, fo asto be content to venture all upon 


the 


4. 


Cap.41. 


aquagutta 
digito fno 


t3 


494 Moses his Choice. | 1 


the bare word of God for fuch great things, fo as 
to count his richés to confift in thefe things that he 
hathbut abare word for ; fuch a believing eye as. 
this is'not the eye of a carnal heart. 
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What ís this recompence of reward. 


N Ow the third thing that we are to come to is, 


to fhew what this reward is , we can but give 

you alittle glimpfe of it: Wharfoever will 
be faid, it will rather even darken it then otherwife, 
in regard of the wonderful excellency of it; all the 
ftarsin heaven, if they were all Sums, they would bè 
buta dark fhadow to fetout this reward, and there- 
fore it is referved to eternity to be known; but yet, 
becaufe the Lord hath been pleafed to let out a beam 
of light unto usin his word, we fhall endeavor to 
give a little glimpfe of itto you, fo that the hearts 


"| of Chriftians may be revived in their way, and they 


may gather up their feet to go on chearfully in their 
courfe, having refpect with a difcerning, experimen- 
tal, [piritual, fixed, believing eye, unto the glorious 
recompence of reward. "AE ] 
-Firft, cake all the beauty, excellency,the fiveet and 
good that there isin all the world, if there could 
be'a confluence and extract of the quinteffence ofall 
good, inall creature in this world,and all to be com- 
muhicated to one man, yet it were butas. a dark fha- 
dow of ‘the glory that is to'be revealed. - om 
Secondly, this reward, certainly it is that which is 
beyond 
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beyond all the expreffion that we have in Scripture |Cap.41- 


of it: Great things are fpoken in the word, but there 
is more to be revealed and to be enjoyed, then is yet 
revealed in all the Book of God, Ifa. 64.4. For fince 
the beginning of the world, men have not heard, nor 
perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye feen, O God, 
befides thee, what he hath prepared for him that wait- 


eth for him, And therefore in 2 Thef. 1.10. itis faid,- 


Chrift foal come to be glorified in his Saints, and to 
be admired in all themthat believe: Now the caufe 
of admiration, it is the fight of fomething more then 
was "known before, that was not thought of, and 
was not underftood ; even then at the firft coming of 
Chnift, he fhall appear in fo much glory, as he {hall 
be admired, as if the Saints fhould fay, We heard 
much concerning Chriftand his glory, but wene- 
vef thought that. there was fo much glory in Jefus 
Chrift, as now we finde; and therefore we ftand ad- 
miring at the glory of Chrift. 

Thirdly, all thofe confolations , thofe admirable 
foul-raviihing comforts that the Saints of God have 
ever hadin this world, have all been but the firft 
fruits of thofe glorious things that are hereafter to 
to be revealed, they are but as the Clufters of 
| grapes that that blefled Land of Canaan is fo 

full of. k | wie 

Fourthly, then all the expreffions that man can 


give of thofe things that are-tobe hereafter, “muft 


needs be but dark refemblances of what fhall be re- 
vealed hereafter: As the infant in the womb knows 
not what the light, the glory and beauty of theavorld 
iss {0 we,wwhile we are in this:darknefs, know little 
of the beauty and glory of heaven. St. Auguftine 
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{peaking concerning what we can fay of it, fays, Ita 
but as alittle drop of the fea, anda little (park of the 
great furnace : Thofe good things of eternal life are fo 
many, that they exceed number ; fo great, that they ex- 
ceed meafure , fo precious, that they are above all efti- 
mation, _Augu(tinein one of his Epiftles hath this 
relauon, That the very fame day wherein Ferome 
dyed, he wasin his ftudy, and had got pen, ink and 
baper to write fomething of the glory of heaven to 
Jerome, fuddenly he faw a light breaking into his 
ftudy, and a {weet fwell that came unto him, and 
this voyce he thought he heard, O CA uguftine, what 
doeft thou? doeft think to put the fea intoa little vef- 
fel? when the heavens {hall ceafe from their con- 
tinal motion, then fhalt thou be able to underftand 
what the glory of heaven is, and not before, except 
you come to feel itas I nowdo, this therefore is 
beyond theexpreffionof man. 

Fifthly, all the defires of all the fouls of Gods 


| Saints in the world, they come infinitely fhort of that 


which fhall be hereafter. We are ftraightned here in 
our {pirits, in our defires; if we could enlarge our 
defires in a {piritual way,it would hereafter adde much 
to our glory; our defires are not onely ftraighter 
then that we fhall have, but the ftraightnels of our 
defires here hinders much the capacity of the good 
that hereafter is to be revealed and communicated ; 
and therefore Chriftians fhould labor in a fpiritnal 
way to enlarge their defires to the utmoft, to get 
their hearts to be working after great things here, fo 
that they may by them engreaten their hearts, and 
extend their hearts, to prepare them for the great 
things that are to berevealed. I may fay concerning 

our 
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our firaight defires, as the Prophet did to Foafh, | Cap-4t. 
2 Kings 43. 18,19. where the Prophet bade him 
firike upon the earth, and he ftruck thrice, the Pro- 
phet was angry, and faid, You fhould have flruck five 
or fix times, and fo often fhouldh thou have [mitten 
thy enemies : Soaccording to the truth and {piritual 
working of our defires here fhall we be made capable 
of glory hereafter, but now if we be ftraightened in 
our hearts, and we defire to be in heaven,and to have 
fome good thing there, but our hearts are not after 
great things, not enlarged in our defires, it will be in 
{ome mea{ure, in fome proportion according to our 
defires, and therefore it is an evil thing for Chriftians 
to have their defires ftraightned here. There are glo- 
rious things to be had in God, and therefore our de- 
fires fhould be more enlarged then they are. It is an 
excellent expreffion of Bafil, * It grieves, itirks, it 
is tedious to our moft munificent, great, glorious 
King (he hathone word that expreffes as much as 
| all thefe ) if we ask any thing little of him ; he 
would have us ask great things of him. 

Again, they are beyond all our hopes: It is {aid of 
Abraham, He believed above hope , we cannot be- 
lieve above hope in this fenfe, thar is above the great 
things that are hoped for, and yet God loves to have 
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his people raife their hopes high. 6. 
Yea laftly, it is beyond all imagination; if men 
and Angels fhould fet themfelves to imagine what} 7° 


they would have, they would think if fuch and fuch 
things were, that would be a glorious condition, this 
reward fhall be beyond imagination; we may ima- 
gine that which we could not almoft defire,but what- 
{oever you can invent or imagine, you fhall have that 

Kk happinefs, 
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“{Cap.41.| happinefs, or that which is beyond it : fometime we 


think, what a fweet thing will ic be in Heaven to meet 
our Father, our Mother, our Brother or Sifter, our | 
Husband or Wife ¢ thefe relations fhall ceafe there; 
bur we may conclude,though we have not that there, 
we fhall have that which thallbe better, and that 
which we would rather chufe. 

But thenif ic be thus, that all the world be but a ' 
dark fhadow, if that whichis revealed in the word be 
but a glimpfe ifall the comforts of the Saints here be 
but the firjt.fruits, ifall the expreffions of men come 
beneath, if all our defires come fhott, if all our hopes 
reach not toit,if all be above the imagination of men | 
and Angels, whatisitthen’ what is that whichis 
thus great ? we can tell you fomewhat of this recom- 
pence of reward wegatively, and fomewhat compara- 
tively, but very little of it pofitively ; yet fomewhat 
that way too. 

Firft, wegatively : There fhall be no evil, there 
fhall be fuch an eftate of Gods people, wherein 
they fhall be fully, abfolutely, everlaftingly free from 
all kinde of evil, in this world evil fticks to every 
Chriftian, but there they fhall be in an eftate beyond 
all evil. When the Sun is got to the heighth, there 
is no fhadow ; fo when Gods people come to the 
top of their bleffednefs , there fhall be no fhadow 
of any evilatall: that God thatis infinite in good, 
certainly will not fuffer evil to be always in his 
-people: Freed from all evil of fia, and thatis the 
greateft evil of all; never troubled with any hard 
heart any more, never peftered with an unbelieving 
ftraightned heart.any more, never dull and heavy 
Jin Gods fervice any more; there fhall never be 
any 
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ftaricy, any miftake, any wearinefs in Gods fervice, 
delivered wholly from fin; yea, delivered not onely 
from the fin that we have, but from the very favor 


| may be delivered out of prifon, but he may {mell 
of the prifon; men may be healed of a wound, and 
yet have a fcar remain; fo it is with Gods people 
here, they are delivered from the guilt and power of 
their fin, but they {mell of their prifon garments, 
and there are fome {cars upon them,but all the {mells 
and {cars of our fin fhall be taken from us; yea, de- 
livered from the very poffibility of fin : To bein an 
eftate without fin, isa blefled eftate, but to bein an 
eftate wherein there fhall be no poffibility to fin, that 
is a bleffed condition indeed: It isa kinde of mifery 
\that a godly man counts himfelf to bein, not one- 
ly that he does fin, but that he may fin, that he 
hath a poffibilicy to fin; but to be free from that, 
that isa bleffed condition : And this is the happi- 
nefs of God himfelf, that there is no poffibility 
that he {hould do any thing in the leaft degree to 
fin. G 

And as they are delivered from fiz, fo from for- 
row, for that is the immediate confequent of fin: 
All tears fhall be wiped from their eyes, And as from 
moral evil, fo from natural evil; from external and 
internal evil, from all weaknefs of parts, and from 
all pains, and ficknefs, and deformities, from all 
labors, all incumbrances here in the worlds freed 
from the company , and madnefs, and oppofiti- 
on, and tyranny, and injuftice of wicked. men, 
|they fhall be above Satan, and above the mez of 
Kk 2 the 
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the world. Gal.1.4. Itis faid, that Chrif hath given 
himfelf to deliver us from this prefent evil worlds it 
is a part of the purchafe of Chrift, to be wholly 
freed from all the evils of this prefent world ; and 
this purchafe of Chrift we fhall have. Under the 
higheft regions are the tempefts and ftorms, but 
above there are none; fo in this world the Saints 
meet with tempefts and ftorms, but above are 
none. As the Pfalmift fays, In thy light, O Godwe 
hall fee light : fo inthe light of God we fhall {ee no- 
thing but light: now when Gods light does fhine into 
us, it does difcover darknefs ; but time will come, 
though Gods light fhall fhine never fo brightly, we 
fhall fee no darknefs, but.altogether light. We read 
concerning Mofes and Elias in Luke g. inthe tranf- 
figuration of Chrift, the Text fays, They did con- 
fer about his deceafe that fhould be accomplifhed at 
Fernfalem : the Saints of God fhall meet together, 
and Mofes, and Elias, and the Patriarchs, and {hall 
confer no more about deceafes, about troubles and 
fufferings that fhall be accomplifhed ; all thofe evils 
fhall be done away. We may fay of evils all, as 
Mofes didto the people of Ifrael concerning the 
E o Thofe your enemies that now you fee, you 
fball never fee any more : So we may fay to Gods 
people that go out of the world to partake of the re- 
compence of reward; be quiet, be ftill : thofe evils 
of fiz, of forrow that now you fee, and feel, you fhall 
never fee, never feel any more; that is fomething 
though it be megatively, in 
Secondly, comparatively , and Herein are three 
things.. Firft to compare the good, the-happinefs that 
thall be hereafter, with all the good and es 
; that} 
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ee an 
thate have here. Secondly, compare it with the Cap. 42. 
condition of Adam in the eftate of innocency. | 
Thirdly, compare it with the happinefs of the 
Angels, 


CHAP. XLII. 


The differences between that good we receive here from 
God, and that we fhall have hereafter. 


that we fhall have hereafter : Brethren, though 
we receive many mercies from God, yet look 

what difference there is between that clofe place of | 
‘the womb, that the infant is in before it be born, 
‘| and this fpace of the world that the childe sone | 
into when it is born; {uch difference is between all | 
this world, and any good and happinefs here, and 
the world that is to come ; this, and much more then: 
this. | eh 

Firft, here we receive good from without : Fir 
unto our outward fenfes, and by them it comes 
into the foul, but now hereafter God fhall firft let 
out good unto the foul, unto thes rational part, 
-and from the redundancy of that good and glor 
that God fhall communicate unto the rational foul, 
there fhall flow glory, and fweetnefs, and good to | 
the body, and outward fenfes: whereas here we | 
fee from without, and fo it comes in, there fhall. be | 
a {pring, anda fountain of good within the foul; 
the kingdom of heaven fhall be within, and more | 
good fhall be in the heart, and flow from 
Kk 3 thence 
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Cap.42.| thence outwardly; then to be received from with- 


out, and fo to come inwardly; for us to receive 
fomething in our fences, and fo to convey it to the 
foul, this is but a low way; but to havea {pring and 
fountain of all good and happinefs to be within the 
foul, and fo fpread it felf and flow out, this fhews 
wonderfully the bleflednefs of Gods people, when 
God fhall communicate himfelf to them in that 
way. | 
Secondly, here the excellency and eminency of an 
object does deftroy the faculty, if the faculties of 
our fouls be exercifed about objects, that are ‘very 
high above us; that are full of excellency and gto- 
ry, they deftroyed the faculty; as now though lighr | 
be the moft pleafing to the eye of all things in the 
world, yeti the ‘excellency and glory of light’de- | 
ftroys the éye , fo found is the proper object of the 
ear, but if the found be too great, tt makes one deaf, 
but itis otherwife in heaven, the more excellent the 
objectis, the more perfect will the faculty be ; the 
object fhall not onely delight the faculty, but per- 
feét and ftrengthen the faculty. ms 
Thirdly, here we look abroad, and fee God in the 
Creature, but there in heaven we fhall feethe crea- 
ture iz God, there God fhall be the primary object of 
our knowledge, and in the knowing the power of 
God, andthe wifdom of God, and the will of | 
God, and the ways of the working of the power, | 
and the wifdom, and the will of God, we {hall come | 
toknow the creature, more then by looking ‘into 
the creature, and feeing the creature‘it felfe Wdo' 
not fay: (as'I know {fome of ‘the School-nien go | 
fo far) that we fhallfee all things in the Divine} 


nature | - 
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nature as in aglafs, bur thus far, that as we fee good | Cap.42. 
in the creature now, then we fhall fee them by know- 
ing God himfelf, more then by knowing the crea- 
ture. And the reafon is, becaule allexcellency and 
good that is in the creature is eminently in God; for 
all the good of the effects muft needs be eminently in 
all the principles, and the good of all principles in 
the firft principle : If all good in the creature be emi- 
nently in God, and the fouls of the bleffed fhall come 
perfectly to know God, fo far as their created un- 
derftandings hall be capable of, then they muft needs 
fee the excellency of thecreature in God. We fhal 
know as we are known, 1 Cor.13.12. Upon this a 
learned man haththis note, We fhall know as we are 
known , now God knows all his works, by knowing 
himfelf, by knowing bis own power, and will, and 
nature, and fo we fhall know as we are known, becaufe 
we [hall know the creatures by knowing God. 
Fourthly, here the mercies and good that we have 
from God are fweetned unto us by the fenfe of our 
wants: But hereafter we fhall prize them, and have 
the fweetnefs of them in regard of their own ful- 
nefs : not from fuch a low relation, as our wants and 
our neceffities ; when God would have us prize any 
mercy here, he firft makes us fenfible of the want of 
the mercy, and fo itcomes to be fiveet to us, and 
{carce any mercy comes to be fiveet, unlefs we feel the 
want of it firft, for elfe we would prize the mercy at 
any time, but in that we donot prize all mercies al- 
ways alike, it appears the great commendation of 
Gods mercy is from our wants: but hereafter the 
prizings, and the relifh, and the fweet of all hall be: 
from the fulnefs of the goodnefs that we finde 
Kk 4 in 
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{hall be the glorifying of perfect nature. 

Fifthly, here when we do enjoy any comfort from 
God, ive are much fenfible of it at the prefent en- 
joyment, but after we have had it a little while, we 
grow to be lels fenfible, we begin to be cloyed with 
it: as the moft beautiful feh that we did admire at 
firft, if we fee it every day, it does not affect us ; as 
who is affected at the fight of the Sun, becaufe he 


fees.it every day ? but {uppofe we had lived all our | 


days ina dark dungeon, and this had been the firft 
day we were brought out of the dungeon, and now 
fee the Sun, andthe Earths and Seas, how mighti- 


ly would we be taken with the fights that we fee ¢. 


but now it is not fo with us, becaufe we have the 
Sunevery day: and fo the melodious found to the 
ear, firft we are ravifhed with it, but when we are 
ufed to it, it is nothing: and fo for the taffe; the 
tafte of fiveet things is mightily pleafant to us at firft, 
but afterward it is no more pleafing to us, then the 
tafte of ordinary mean fare is to poor people, who 
have as much content in their mean fare, as rich 
men in their delicious fare, becaufe rich men are ufed 
ta fuch delicious things; but this is the excel- 
lency of Gods maner of communication of him- 
felf to his people hereafter, they fhall be:to all 
eternity as exactly and fully fenfible of the glory 


‘Jof heaven, as they. were in the firt moment they 


came into it. 

The. fixth difference between Gods communicati- 
on of himfelf to us here and hereafter,is,here we have 
much good from.God,butmuch good is inthe Aabits, 


and 
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and is. notalways in aion: there are many habits | Cap 434 
of grace, that are not always acting fully, but fome- 
time the act of one habit is called forth, and fome- 
time the a&t of another; but here is the bleflednefs 
of Gods people, there fhall be no habits lying ftill 
no inftant, but every minute to all eternity, they hall 
ad tothe utmoft of them, fo far as may any way 
conduce to their happinefs; forthe end.of the abst 
itis aéfion, and in the enjoyment of our happinefs 
we fhall ever be enjoying to the full the -higheft and 
laft ends; and therefore there fhall always be the ut- | 
moft activity of the habits.of grace: There is ane- 
ceflity here of ceflation of actions, becaufe we grow 
weary quickly of any action, though it be a gracious 
action; we muft. unftring our bows and ceafe, that 
fome actions may give way to others, for the heart to 
be always up, it is notable tobearit, but then there 
fhall-be no need of any ceffation any moment. 

Again, here we are not able toexercife ourfelves| 7. 
in the works of God without fome difficulty : there is 
difficulty in raifing our hearts unto any thing that is 
good, and to keep our’ hearts up; but hereafter 
there fhall be that communication of God unto his 
people, that they fhall be exercifed about the higheft 
things, inthe higheft maner, without any difficulty, 
buvas freely and readily, and fully as the Suz fhines = 
the Sun does fhine without any difficulty , and the 
fifh draws in water without githeulegr fo there hall 
be that perfect working of the fout about the high- 
eft object, without any difficulty or labor. 

Again, here inthis world there cannotbe an in-| 9, 
tention in one faculty,but it does hinder the intention 
in another ; asif man fpeak to: me, and Ibe intent 
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2| in looking upon an object, I do not hear him that 
{peaketh : and fo in all faculties, the intention of 
one faculty does hinder the intention of another ; but 
in Heaven, all the faculties of the foul fhall be in- 
tenfd to the higheft intention, and the intention 
of the one fhall not hinder the intention of the other. 

Again, the good we receive here is in the root, in 
the promife , in eleétion in great part, but that we 
{hall have hereafter fhall be in the fruit, in the aétual 
communication of God: as beforeall our actings 
fhallbe acted upon God, fo all the good ‘fhall not 
be contained in the root of his electing love , or 
in the promife; but fhall be in actual communi- 
cation. 

Again, here we receive many mercies from God, 
that we do not underftand our felves, that we know 
butlittleof, we do not fee into the large extent of 
the mercy that we have from God : but there we, 
fhall have no mercy from God but we fhall know 
it fully, in all the circumftances of it, in all the 
principles of it, andin allthe appertainances that 
do any way concern the mercy we have, and we fhall 
‘know the iffue of it, and the like. . 

Again, here we receive great mercies from God, 
and we know not howto manage them; Gods mer- 
cies lie and fowre in us, we turnour mercies many 
times into afflictions for want of skill: but hereafter 
we fhall have the full improvement of all mercy that 
we receive from God. 

Again, here wefee and defire many good things 
that we do not enjoy and poffefs; but hereafter 
we fhall fee no. good, nor defire any good, nor 
will any good, but we fhall have ic: And as we 
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faid concerning the Land of Canaan, unto the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, in Deut. 11.24. Every place whereon 
the foles of your feet fhall tread, fhall be yours ; {o in 
heaven, whatfoever the Saints fee they fhall have: 
Here we may willa thing, and willit lawfully, and 
yetit may be crofs unto Gods fecret will,and it fhall 
never come to pafs; the reafon is, becaufe the rule of 
our wills is Gods Commandment, and not his fe- 
cret will, as David did will to build Goda houfe, 
and God commends him for it, and yet God did 
not will it: Anda childe may will the life of his- pa- 
rent, and yet God may will his parent fhall not live, 
and yet he is not tobe blamed, becaufe he wills ac- 
cording to the rule; but hereafter God fhall fo far 
reveal his willto us, and our wills {hall be fo fully 
united to God, that there {hall not bethe leaft crof- |. 
‘fing between any thing- that we will, and that God 
wills. a “i 
Again, here it is one efpecial excellency of the 
wwork of. grace, for us to keep in our hearts and af- 
fections, to reftrain them that they be notlet out | 
too farinthat we do enjoy: but hereafter when we | 
come to the recompence of reward, we fhall nor | 
-| need keepin our hearts, we fhall have liberty- to let 
them outs cpr sults nid’ A WP HE Oder 
objec. But we may norilet out our hearts too 
much upon the Saints, to love them. above God. -` |) 
An. Ther we fhall love nothing but 7# God, all | 
fhall be fwallowed up in-God himfelf that we fhalnot 
need fear the'letting out of our hearts to the utmoft : | 
Though { may.love the'creature,! yet I may Jetout | 
my heart fully upon it,becaufe I love it oncly in Gods: | 
_ Here many times a thing ts more prized: oS we 
ave 
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fee fo much excellency upon it, and fo do lefs prize it, 
but though we may fet a prize upon Heaven, and fay, 
O the bleffed time, when we come there, we fhall 
infinitely more prize it and fejoyce in it then we can 
here. l orae vie 

Yet further, herewe can enjoy nothing that we 
can be fo-certain of, but that we can lofe it wholly, 
or infome part; but the Saints of God hereafter 
fhall be fo certain of that they have in enjoyment, 
that. they fhall not lofe any thing of it in the leaft 
degrec. i New k y | 
~ Laftly, that we have from:God here, is mediately 
conveyed through many Channels , through the 
Pipes of Creatures and Ordinances, but that we fhall 
have hereafter, fhall be let out immediately from’) 
God ;. and this is indeed the {pecial difference of all, 
from whence flow many excellent confequences, 
which- would even require a ny of it felf: I 
may hereafter enlarge my fel 
Treatife. » ad ork ts d 

And thus you may fee the bleffed condition of 
Gods people, when they come to the recompence of 
reward. We have fomething here, and we rejoyce 
init, and blefs God forit, but thofe ways that God 
hath to communicate himfelf to his people hereafter, |, 
are glorious ways. -O that our hearts were raifed to 
Took after that communication of God that we fhall 
have hereafter ! O thofe bafe and drofe fpirits that |” 
we have! Becaufe we receive fome goodnefs of God 
here, we are ready to be quieted here,,and teft here, 


Childrenof men, but that we have here. Seethe 
vilenefs 


inthis, infome other | _ 


> 


a a a 


M o s Es his Choice. 


vilenefs of our hearts, we are here ready to reft upon (Cap.43, 


the loweft things that God communicates, and do 
not fo much as rife in our hearts to the higheft 
things that are communicated here ; but a chriftian 
heartfhould rife higher then the moft excellent things 
that are hère in the world ; namely, to the moft blef- 
fed things that are hereafter; lec us fhew our felves 
that we are men of hopes to enjoy God after another 
maner then here. 

Many do not defire enjoyment of God; let them 
have the creature, they never think of any communi- 
cation of God fo much as through the creature, 
whereas a true Chriftian that hath grace, he receives 
nothing in the world, but he thinks. with himfelf, 
how have I God here ? how does God communicate 
himfelf to me in meat and drink, and cloathes, arid 
friends, and the like? it is well if you go thus far,.but 
you muft go higher; are there not choyce mercies? O 
yes, there are bleffed things communicated through 
the ordinances, through prayer, and the word, and 
facraments, there are bleffed things; few mens hearts 
look fo high as to look to the communication of 
Gods choyce mercies in-this world ; but a gracious 
heart rifes higher, & does.as.it were bathe it felf with 


thofe refrefhments that are to come: through Gods, 


‘mercy I have the creature and the communication of 
God through that; and I have the ordinances, and 
Gods choyce mercies communicated through them, 
but there are glorious things to be communicated 
hereafter, and thofe my foul rejoyces in.. Now. God 
does communicate himfelf onely in that way which 


‘| is fuitable ro our condition, now we are but narrow 


veffels, and have but narrow mouthes,.and are not 
capable 
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‘|capable of that greatnefs of Gods communication, 


but time will come whenas God will communicate 
himfelf in a more glorious maner, and in that I blefs 
my {elf and therefore I will not regard any of Gods 
communication ef himfelf tome here, but in order 
unto that glorious communication of God to me 
hereafter. And thus we, have feen fomething of the 
recompence of reward, comparing it with what we 
have here. Now fecondly, we are to compare it 
with the condition of Adam in the eftate of Inno- 

| cency.’ - i 
As for the eftate of Adam in Paradife, it was a 
blefied condition, yet far under the happinefs of the 
Saintsin the recompence of the reward. For Adams 
| body was but natural, and his Paradife was buta na- 
| tural Paradife ; anda poflibilicy there was he might 


| lofe his happinefs : and if he fhould have ftood, there 


fhould not have been that glorious diftinct working 
of the three Perfons of the Trinity about mans 
happinefs, that there now is: and therein efpecially 
lies the difference. : 

Thirdly,compare it with the Angels, and you hall 
finde in Scripture fome expreffions of the happinels of 
the Saints, beyond the happinefs of the bleffed An- 
gelsthemfelves. For the union that the Saints fhall | - 
have with the Desty, is a nearer: union in divers re- 
fpects, then the union that the Angels have with the 
Deity: and the righteoufnefs wherewith the Saints 
ftand righteous before the Lord, is an higher righ- 
teoufnefs, then Adam or the Angels fhould have 
Detainee, teen! yin 

Firft, the union that the Saints have with the Dei- 
ty, isanearer unionthen that of the Angels. at 
Liar tne 


, M as ES bis Choice. 


the humane nature in general, that is advanced to an 
higher dignity then all the glory of the Angels put 
together: Becaufe there is an Hypoftatical union be- 
tween the humane Nature and the Divine in Chrift. 
Again, we have many expreffions in Scripture of the 
union of Saints with the Deity, whereby it appears, 
their union is nearer then the union of the Angels : 
They are called the friends of Chrift; They are 
faid to have fellowfhip with Iefus Chrift, 1 Cor. 1.9. 
They are the Brethren of Chrift, They are Co- heirs 
with Jefus Chrift ; There are no {wch expreffions of 
the Angels. Andyet, there are nearer expreffions 
of their union; they arethe Spoufe of Chrift, the 
Bride; the Angels are but as the fervants. They 
are the members of Chrift, and are made one with 
| Chrift: They are thofe that are tobe ove with the 
Father, as the Father and the Son are one: Tohan 17. 
21. Chrift there prays, 4s thou Father art in me, and 
Tinthee, that they alfo may be one in ms : he never 
prayed fo for the Angels. Laftly, they are faid to 
be loved of the Father, with the very fame love where- 
with he loved the Son: now though God loves the 
Angels, yet it is not faid that he loved them with the 
fame love that he loved his Son: Thefe are the ex- 
preflions we finde in Scripture, concerning the near 
union that the Saints have with the Deity in {ome re- 
{pects beyond the Angels; but of the unionof the 
Saints with the Deity, we fhall {peak of more when 
we come to {peak of the reward pofitively. And then 
the righteoufnefs wherewith they ftand righteous be- 
fore God, is greater then the righteoufnefs of Adam 
in Paradife, or the Angels ; becaufe it is the righte- 
oufnefs of the fecond Perfon of the Trinity ; and that 
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Cap.43. | is of an higher nature, and a more glorious righte- 
oufnefs, then the righteoufnefs of any meer creature. 
Now the righteoufnefs of the Angels, though it be 
perfect in its kinde, yet it isnot a righteoufnefs of 
fuch an high nature, as that righteoufnefs whichis the 
Sonof God. And thus of this recompence of re- 
' | ward comparatively. l 


eee SESE e GE ee e 


eS CE ee EE SS os ee 


Cuat. KALTILI. 


- The perfection of the bodies and fouls of the Saints 
in glory. 


in this pofitive confideration, thefe things 

_are to be followed: Firft, the perfection of 

their natures that they fhall be raifed to: Second- 
ly, the glory that fhall be put upon them at the day 
of Judgement: Thirdly, the poffeffion of Heaven : 
Fourthly,the having God to be their Portion: Fifth- 
ly,their bleffed communion with Jefus Chrift: Sixth- 
ly, their communion with the Saints and Angels : 
Laftly, the eternal Sabbath that they are to keep in 
Heaven. Under thefe feven heads, all that we have 
to fay concerning the pofitive reward of the Saints, 
may be contained; Firft, the perfection that their na- 
tures fhall be raifed unto; and in that confider thefe 
three things : Firft, the perfection of their bedies : Se- 
condly,the perfection of their fouls: Thirdly,the per- 
fection of the whole man, Firft, the perfection of 
the bodies of the Saints is no little matter ; and be- 
caufe fo long as we are in the flefhand live by fenfe, 


they | 


Ni thirdly,let us confider it pofitively ; now 
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they are bodily things that do affect us, therefore I Cap.43. 
will fhew a little the perfection of the bodies of the 
Saints: they fhall have much of the recompence of 
the reward in their bodies. In the general, their bo- 
dies fhall be. made like the glorious body of Fefus 
Chrift, Phil. 3.21. Certainly the body of Chrift is 
very glorious; in the transfigaration of Chrift,which 
was but alittle glimpfe of his glory, how glorious 
was the body of Chrift? In Rev.1. Saint Fohbn 
had a little glimpfe of the reprefentation of Chrift, 
and how glorious is it fet forth’ the body of the 
meaneft Saint fhall be like the glorious body of 
Chrift: Whatis that ¢ I will go no further then 
that I findein 1 Cor. 15.42, 43,44. and there are 
four things that fet forth the glory of the bodies of 
the Saints, when they come to attain the recompence 
of reward: Firft, it is railed in incorruption : Se- 
condly, it israifed i» glory: Thirdly, itis raifed én 
power: Fourthly, itis raifed a fpiritual body. Firft, 
every Saint of God fhall havean incorruptible body, 
there fhall beno more death: it fhall be made in- 
corruptible in regard of that fulnefS of the prefence 
of God with it:If {pices,& enbalming of dead bodies 
can keep them fo long as they do fometime from 
{melling; furely the glorious prefence of God with 
the body, fhall have infinite more power to keep the 
bodies of the Saints incorruptible. What would 
we give if a Phyfitian were able ta give us a potion 
to make our bodies incorruptible, that they fhould 
never dye? yet as they are now, itis hardly worth 
the defiring to have them incorruptible; but when 
they fhall be glorified, and incorruptible too, that 
is glorious. ‘They fhall be incorruptible, not fubject 
Li to 
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to any fuffering : as God is able to binde up the 
active power of a creature that it fhall not be able to 
act, fo he can binde up the corruptible power, that it 
fhall not work to corruption: as in fire God can 
binde up the power of fire,thatit cannot burn; fo 
God can binde up the power of any creature that 
hath any corruptible power, that there fhould not be 
the leaft paffionthat tends to corruption. *All fuf- 
ferings come from the prevailing of the {tronger a- 
gent over the patient; and when any fuffer, it comes 
trom fome kinde of inability of the form of the pa- 
tient, whereby it begins to leave the matter in fome 
degree:now the bodies of the Saints fhall be fo form- 
ed with fuch an excellent form,and fo filled with the 
glory of it, as that there can be no power external or 
internal that fhall prevail againft this form to weaken 
it. And befides the reafon that is given why the Hea- 
vens are incorruptible,may be given why the bodies 
of the Saints fhall be incorruptible: the Heavens are 
of foexcellent a form, that the capacity of the mat- 
ter is fully filled up, and there may be truth inthat 
reafon: {o the bodies of the Saints being in their 
blefled eftate into which they thall be raifed,they thal 
have fuch full fatisfaétion with the form wherewith 
they are informed, that there fhall not be the leaft 
propenfion to receive any other from. 

Secondly, it is raifed i# glory, and that con- 


bes in thefe two things: Firft, in the admirable 


beauty of it: Secondly, in the wonderful luftre 


oy hac ra. aNd {plendor of it: Firft, in the admirable beauty 


of it, having all parts in proportion and exact 
temper, whatfoever can make one beautiful fhall 


be 
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all the beauty of all the men and women in the world, 
and put theminto one, it were but as a deformed 
thing in regard of the meaneft of the bodies of the 
Saints in Heaven; and much of the beauty will be 
not onely from their exact temper and comelinefs 
that God fhall put upon them ; but likewife from the 
excellency of their fouls within them, and from the 
unfpeakable joy, and cheerfulnefs of the heart, And 
then the (plendor and the luftre of their bodies, fays 
the Scripture, They fhall fhine as the (tars in the Fir- 
mament : look what fplendor is in the ftars, fuch 
fhall be in thefe clay bodies of ours, Damiel 12. 3. 
Yea, they fhall be in greater {plendor then the ftars, 
they fhall beas the Sun, Matthew 13.43. He that 
hath ears to hear let him hear, and believe this, that 
it fhall be fo, that the bodies of the Saints fhall fhine 
more glorious then the Sun inits ftrength. You will 
fay, How is it poffible that this fhould be ¢ yes, this 
is but according to that expreffion in Phil.3.21. Who 
hall change our vile bodies, that it may be fafhioned 
according to his glorious body, according to the work- 
ing whereby he is able to fubdue all things unto- him- 
felf. It does not require a greater power to raife 
from the leaft degree of glory to the higheft poffibi- 
lity, as itisto make a thing out of nothing, and 
therefore the making of the leaft creature out of no- 
thing, will argue more power, then making the bodies 
of the Saints to fhine brighter then the Sun in the 
Firmament, Now certainly, God in the glorifying of 
the Saints, will manifeft that power that he did in the 
creating of the world; andif it does not require fo 
much power to raife their bodies into {fuch a glorious 
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condition,as to create a creature out of nothing,then 
there is no reafon why we fhould not believe this. We 
know when ¿Mofes had been but forty days on the 
Mount with God, when he came down among the 


| Ifraelites, his face did fo fhine that they were not able 


to behold it: furely the glorified bodies of the Saints, 
being eternally prefent with God ,fhall fhine far more 
glorioufly then Mofes face.did : and that is for the 
{plendor of thera. 

Thirdly, it is fown in weaknefs,and raifed in power: 
now the {trength and power of them appears in thefe 
four things: Firft, in that the body fhall be able for 
to attend the foul in the moft high operations; 
here if the foul be exercifed about any high and glo- 
rious object, the body prefently fails: as in the 
extafies of the Prophet, when God revealed him- 
felf extraordinarily to Daniel, his body failed, He 
fainted, and was many days fick, Dan. 8.27. But 
there fhall be that power in the body, as it fhall be 
ferviceable to the foulinthe moft high and glori- 
ous operations that it fhall have, when God fhall 


_| manifeft himfelf in the fulleft way that poffibly 


can be. 

Secondly,in that it it fhall every moment to all eter- 
nity, without any intermiffion, be exercifed in the 
higheft things that a body can bein, without any 
wearine{s. 

Thirdly, there muft be a great deal of power to be 
able to bear the weight of glory that fhall be put up- 
onthem: 2 Cor.4.17.0ur licht affliction which is but 
for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceedings 
and eternal weight of glory; fucha weight, as cer- 


tainly if the body were not by the power of God 


_upheld, 
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M 
upheld, it were impoffible it fhould bear it: here we Cap.43- 
finde, when there is great joy inthe heart, the body 
isnot able to bear icy but then there fhall bea power 
to bear the weight of glory they fhall have. 

And the laft, is that which I finde expreffed in La- 
ther, namely, The bedies of the Saints fhall have 
that power, asto tofs the greateft mountains in the 
world like a Ball. And I finde itinan expreffion of 
Anfelem, It hall be fuch power, as they fhall be able |In futuro 
to fhake the whole earth at their pleafure : and we eculo fic 

: so : jjuftus jor- 
cannot think this incredible upon that ground that hy crit; m 
was named before: there isnot fo much difference eriam fi ve- 
between the raifing a thing from the loweft degree of [è “ns 
power, to the higheft poflibility ; asin raifing a thing |pogirs et fic 
from nothing to the loweft degree of power. Sup- |è 7° 
pofe a creature had but fo much power now,as to ftir me 
the leaft mote that isin the Sun; to raife this power jut nec eria 
fo high as to ftir the whole earth, does not require fo [or 4 
much power as to make a thing out of nothing : and |quesr ab 
if God do intend to manifeft his power in glorifying |ccuts fu) - 
the Saints, and in making of them powerful; why lgeGmil._ 
fhould we not think, that God will extend that pof- |cap. 52 
fibility of power that is in the body to that heighth ¢ 
certainly,glorious fhall be the power of the bodies of 
the Saints : and that is the third thing. 

Fourthly, itis fowen a natural body, and it fhall be 
raifed a fpiritual body , not that it fhall be turned in- 
toafpirit : It fhall remain a body ; but the fpiritu- 
alnefs confifts in three particulars. 

Firft, that it fhall be ina fpiritual condition; they | ,, 
fhall have no more need of meat,or drink,or clothes, 
or marriage, or the like, that now the body ftands 
inneed of: the Angels themfelves fhall have as 
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ap.43-| much need of meat, and drink, and clothes as their 


bodies fhall: fo fays Chrift , They hall not be marri- 
ed, nor given in marriage but they fhal be as the An- 


gels in Heaven. . 


Secondly, the fpiritualnefs of the body confifts 
in the abfolute fubjection of the body tothe fpirit, as 
to be fully and abfolutely ferviceable to the fpirits 
of the Saints, which here they are not. Here man 
times is a {trife between the {pirit and the flefh; the 
{pirit is willing, when the flefh isnot; but then there 
fhallbe an abfolute fubjection of the body to the 
fpirits As here the fpirit of a carnal man ts called 
fleth, becaufe his foul is ferviceable to the flefh, to 
make provifion for the fins of the fleth, his foul is 
counted carnal, the wifdom of the flefh is enmity a- | 
gaint God: As the foul now is as it were carnal, 
becaufe it is ferviceable to the fleth, fo the body fhall 
be {piritual, becaufe it fhall be ferviceable to the fpi- 
rit: for you to have fuch a body as to be ferviceable 
to your fouls, as you would defire, it were a great 
bleffing, time will come when it fhall be fo. 

Thirdly, the {piritualnefs of the body confifts in 
the agility of the body; the ability it {hall have to 
move up and down which way it will, and that fud- 
denly ; they fhall move in the Heavens, as the birds 
doin the ayr. Iremember anexpreffion that Luther 


bi) hath, that the body fhall move up and down like a 


thought. And Auguftine faith, They {hall move to 
any place they will, as foon as they will, Thefe words 
we’ do not finde in Scripture; but lay this for a 
ground, that whatfoever we can expect for the ex- 
cellency of a body, it is that we {peak of, or beyond 
it; and then we have a great deal of liberty to ima 

what 


Moses his Choice. TS 


what expreffions we can for our comfort: certainly 
there fhall be that happinefs of the body that fhall 
come to that we {peak of, or to more. 

Fourthly, fome'make the fpiritualnefs of the body 
to confift inthe tranfparency of it, Aquinas fays, baad 
It fhalt be fo clear and tranf{parent, that all the veins, |bestorum 


be g > Hon lantum 
and humors, and nerves, and bowels fall be feen, As ÎN | ore eirin, 


a glafs. ‘cous fplen- 
Now brethren, the reafons why God will reward ie fed 
CUIM Ne 


the Saints in this part, are, Firft, becaufe humane jirna 
bodies, as well as humane fouls, have an hypoftatical |izphana ac 
union with the fecond perfon of the Trinity , and [ifere 
therefore God rejoyces to raife humane bodies, as [cuti oe 
well as humane fouls unto happinefs. Secondly, |¢éum ap- 
Chrift fuffered fo much in his body ; therefore God |p v 
will glorifie the bodies of the Saints. Thirdly, our |res,viféera, 
bodies are part of the members of Chrift our bo- | 1% 2, 
a A : . ° : -074 OMNI 
dies are joyned ina myftical union with Jefus [arrun 
Chrift. Fourthly, our bodies are the temples of the |227mouia. 
Holy Ghoft, and God will glorifie his own temples. 
Fifthly, our bodies are in part fan¢tified as well as our 


Thom, in 
Ad. q.85. 
fouls, and therefore fhall alfo be glorified. Laftly our 


Art. I. ad 
2 Vip. 


bodies fhall be glorified, for the further terror and| 4° 
confufion of the damned; becaufe they in their bo- a 


dies fhall fee the glory of the Saints, and be con- 
founded. Here you fee a way to get your bodies in |! 
a bleffed condition: here is a ftir for clothing of our 
bodies, but there fhall be a cloathing with immorra- 
lity : you that have fickly and weak bodies, remem- 
berthis, you fhall one day receive your bodies in 
another maner then you have them now. Eufebiustels 
us of one of the children of the Macc babees that were 
put to death for the profeffion in the truth, when they 
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„| our bodies in the caufeof God, What great mat- 
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from Heaven, andnow Ido give them unto the God 
of Heaven, and I hope T fhall hive them again : Let 
us be willing to putour bodies to pain; if our bo- 
dies fuffer hunger, or thirft,or nakednefs,or be tyred, 
or fuffer Imprifonment, or any violence be offered to 


ter is it? we fhall receive our bodies in another 
maner. The overcoming of the flefhis the deftru- 
tion of it, but the overcoming the flefh, is the glo- 
ry of it. 

When we fpeak of the happinefs of our fouls, 
we are not fo capable of it; bur when we f{peak. of 
the happinefs of our bodies, we are fenfible of that. 
Now certainly, there fhall be much more for our bo- 
dies, here is a way to provide for your bodies: Lay 
up provifion for your flefh, is fpoken as an argument 
of a carnal heart, in Rom. 13.14. the Apoftle ex- 
horts them, wot to make provifion for the flefh, to fal- 
fil the lufts thereof: but there is a way of laying up 
provifion for the flefh that is lawful, and that this 
day I exhort youtoo. Ifyoulove your bodies, be 
godly : if you did believe thefe things were fo, would 
not thefe make you love godlinels ¢ if I fhould come 
unto you, and fhew you how you might get fome 
good for your bodies,then I fhould prevail with you: 
give fome credit to that we fay now, if you willnot 
believe thefe things, I may fay unto you as the Pro- 
phet faid unto the Noble man that would not believe 
there could be great plenty, fays he, Thou fhalt fee 
the great plenty with thine eyes, but thou fhalt not eat 
of it; fo if youwill not believe the great things that 
the Minifters of God fpeak of in his name to you, 
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your eyes {hall ore day {ee thofe defpicable, contem- 
ptible bodies of the Saints in this glory,though you 
fhall not be partakers of any of it. 

Now forthe perfection of the foul: As the foul 
isof afar larger extent then the body, fo it is more 
capable of happinefs then the body is ; and that be- | 
ing the proper feat of godlinefS, fo it fhall be the 
more rewarded: What fhlendor fhall the foul have 
(fays Bernard) when the body [hall fhine glorioufly as 
the Sua? All that we can fay for the foul for the pre- 
fent, becaufe we underftand fo little of the foul, is; 
That the foul fhall not depend upon the body, as it 
‘does now for its operation. And the foul fhall no: 
way be hindred by the body, as nowit is hindred | 
here. Andallthe faculties of the foul fhall be ex- 
tended to the utmoft: Now if an infinite power 
can extend the leaft degree ‘of power-to fuch an 
heighth inthe members of the body, much more 
can an infinite power extend the faculties of an im- 
mortal foul, that is capable of a great deal more 
power then the body is. Befides, as the faculties 
are extended, fo all the graces of Gods Spirit, that 
the Saints of God have here, fhall be extended to 
the heighth, and they are capable of a higher exten- 
tion then any thing thatis natural, forthe more fpi- 
ritual a thing is, the more capable itis of extention: 
| As the plant is more capable to be drawn out 
to an higher excellency then a ftone, and the fenfi- 
tive creature to an higher excellency then the plant ; 
and the rational creature to an-higher excellency 
then the fenfitive,and grace,which is fupernaturaljcan 
be extended to an higher excellency then the natu- 
ral: Befides, what increated excellency we might 
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Cap.43.| imagine could poffibly be put upon it fhall be; who 
could have thought that the humane nature fhould 
have had an hypoftatical union with the body of 
Chrift ? and: as God hath done for the bodies of 
men,more then all the Angels could have invented : 
fo there is to be communicated to the foul more then 
can be invented. ~ 

Thirdly, the perfection of body and foul, does 
confift in the majefty of the perfon being united to- 
gether: you know when Chrift was here in the flefh, 
in the eftate of his humility, when he did let out but 
one beam of his majefty, thofe who came to appre- 
hend him were not able to ftand;but fell backward ; 
if Chrift by letting out fome {mall beams of his ma- 
jefty, could make men fall backward, how glorious 
muft he needs be, when thofe full beams of his ma- 
jefty fhall be let out? the majefty of the Saints 
fhall have fome proportion with his, and that very 
great,which muft needs follow from that which hath 
beenfaid. We read of Stephen, that when he ftood 
before the Councel arraigned as a malefaétor, it is 
faid, They looked upon hts countenance, and it was 
as the face of an Angel: O what majefty will 
appear in the countenances of the Saints here-] - 
after! And as in Adam in the eftate of Inno- 
cency, there was fuch majefty in his counte- 
nance, that all the beafts were afraid of him, what 
willbe: the majefty of God in his Saints then, as 
they fhall be hereafter? Iris faid of Bafil, when he 
was fent for to be taken by his Perfecutors, being in 
holy exercifes, there appeared fuch a majefty in-his 
‘countenance, that thofe that came to take him, were 
not able to ftand before him. Thereis amajefty 3 

the 
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the countenance of Gods people, when they walk |Cap.44. 


clofe with God; but how much more will there be 
majefty in their countenances hereafter? So that 
you fee Gods people mhall not onely be glorious 
within, as the Kings daughter i glorious within, but 
they fhall be glorious outwardly. And fo much for 
the firft thing, The perfection of the natures of the 
Saints. - haljama ali e 
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The glory that foal be put upon thè Saints at the Great 
Day. > bee 5 


-Econdly, the glory that fhall be put upon them 
S at the day of Judgement. 

Firft, the glory of the day it felf fhall be their 
glory ; for it fhall be nothing elfe, but the folemnity 
of the marriage of the Lamb:: Here there is acon- 
tract between the Lamb and his Bride, but the fo- 
lemnity of the marriage is referved to that great day, 
and all the glory of the day fhall be to fet out rhe 
folemnity of it, and God himfelf fhall appear in his 
glory to make the day glorious. As the Parents upon 
the marriage day, appear in as much glory as they 
can, that they may honor the day ; fo God fhall ap- 
pear in his glory in the folemnizing of the marriage 
between Chriftand his Spoufe: And as the Bride- 
groom comes forth in his glory, fo Chrift will come 
inhis glory, with all his Angels in their glory. As 
all the fervants of the Bridegroom put on their beft 
array upon the marriage day, foall.the Angels fhall 
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Cap.44. | appear in their luftre and beauty; and this fets, out 
the wonderful glory of the Saints ‘that fhall be at 
that day , notwithftanding all the glory of the Fa- 
ther, and Chrift, andthe Angels that fhall be then,’ 
yet they fhall notlofe their glory. The Stars lofe 
their fhining luftre when the Sun rifes, becaufe their 
lightis nothing in comparifon of the great light, 
but the luftre of the Saints fhall be bright fhining 
and glorious, even in the prefence of the glory of the 
Father, and of Jefus Chrift, and of all the bleffed 
Angels. p 

Great things will be done that day; there will 
be,the Great Supper. that God will make for the fo- 
lemnizing of the Marriage, and the great meet- 
ing of the Saints with Chrift: O what falutations 
can you imagine will there be between Chrift and 
his members ! and being met, the fentence of 4b- 
folition hall be pronounced before men and An- 
gels: Chrift hall honoz the. Saints before all the 
world, and fay, Thefe are they, thefe are the men 
for whom the eternal counfels of my Father did work 
to make them glorious, thefe are they for whom I 
came into the world, and fhed my blood, and laid down 
my life, thefe are they in whom I am to be glorified for 
ever, Again, the glory of the day fhall be in fetting 
of the Saints with Chrift upon thrones, in judge- 
ment, to judge the whole world, the Mowarchs and 
great ones of the earth ; and fo to be honored in the 
eyes of thofe that were’ their enemies, and con- 
temned, and reproached them, and vilified them be- 
fore;and likewife their glory fhall be in this,to rejoyce 

‘| in the execution of the fentence that is pronounced 
upon thofe that are condemned. Laftly, their glory 
al 
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fhall be in their glorious- afcenfion with Chrift |Cap. 44. 
into the higheft heavens „ranked in their comely 
order, with triumph and joy,.finging, Stand open 
ye gates, and be ye open ye everlafting doors, that 
the King of glory and all his redeemed ones may 
come in, 
Thirdly, the poffeffion of heaven, the Kingdom of | 3. 
heaven fhall be theirs, the heaven of heavens ; great 
things are {poken of that, there are thefe things con- 
fiderable in it. 
Firft, it is the third heaven, there is thehea-| ,. 
ven, that is the {pace between the vifible firmament 
and the earth; the fecond heaven is the Orbes where- 
in the Sun, and Moon,and Stars are ; and then there 
is anheaven above them, which is the feat of the 
bleffed ,which is of an infinite heighth above all: now. 
it asa fweet confideration for the people of God, 
when you are going out in the evening, and {eeing 
the firmament fpangled with the Stars, to have fuch 
thoughts as thefe, What fhall one day this body of | a 
mine be lifted up beyond yonder place? Though | dei 
now you lie low in {ome dark hole, there is a time fofheaven 
when God fhall lift you up to be above that 
{pangled firmament; that fpangled firmament is 
but the pavement of your Fathers houfe, it is 
but the outfide,; and if the outfide and foot- 
ftoolof Gods houfe be fo glorious, how glorious 
is it within ? how glorions is the prefence Cham- 
bere This world is made for Dogs, for the Ene- 
mies of God, and thofe that are more vile then- 
any creatures: he does not think much to have fwine 
live here, but you do not fuffer fwine to come into 
the prefence Chamber, or into the Dining-room: 
now 
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Cap.44.| now heaven is the prefence Chamber and Dining- 
room, for that eternal feaft to be folemnized in, and 
that muft needs be glorious. 

2. Secondly, itis called ovr Fathers houfe : This is 
not our Fathers houfe, though we fhould be caught 
up where the Stars are, that is notour Father houfe, 
that is but the out-room : Says Chrift, I2 my Fathers 
houfe there are many Manfions : God was from all 
eternity a heaven tohimfelt, before the world was, 
then he created the higheft heavens ‘to be the place 
of his prefence, not that he is comprehended there, 
but that he would have a place for his glory more 
fully to fhine in. 

3. | Again, it isa place prepared from the beginning of 
the world, and Chrift is gone to prepare it for us : If 
there were fuch a building here, that all the men of 
the world had been building from the beginning of 
the world , and they had all the pearls and jewels of 
the world to fetinto it, and all the inventions and 
ftrength of men and Angels to help them to build, 
it would be glorious, but in comparifon itis buta 
dungeon to this. The brightnefs of this is exceed- 
ing glorious, fays Chryfoftom, when you fee a fum- 
ptuous pallace, you look upon it, and are taken with 
it, but it is but as a dungeon to your Fathers 
-houfe. 

The light of that fhall be of another nature then 
the light of the world; the light that we have here 
is amaterial light, but the whole body of heaven is 
of an higher nature then the body of the Sun ; and 
there fhal be fuch a glorious prefence of God,as there 
fhall need no Suz, Moon and Stars to enlighten 
it; and then with the brightnefs of the body of 
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Chrift and the brightne(s of the bodies of the Saints, 
there fhall be a glorious luftre. 

And for the large extent of it: the loweft hea- 
vens are but as a prick of the center,in comparifon to 
the ftarry heaven; and the ftarry heaven is butas a 
prick of the center, to the higheft heaven. Men 
boaft here, ifthey have but a few clodsof land; as 
Socrates putafcorn upon Alcebiades that boafted of 
his lands, he brought him to the Map of the whole 
world, and prayed him to fhew them there,and there 
was not One prick vouchfafed for them init: What 
is a little fend toacountrey ¢ and what isa countrey 
tothe world? and the world is butasa prick tothe 
loweft heaven, and the lowe/t heaven is but asa prick 
to the {tarry heaven, and the ftarry heaven is butas a 
prick to the higheft heaven, and the Saints fhall pof- 
fefs all chat. You that have no poffeffions here know 
there is a poffeffion hereafter, that is more then if 
you had all the Lands in the world. 

Befides, itis of an’ incorruptible nature, it is a7 jz- 
heritance incorruptible : The reafon why the hea- 
vens, and fo the foul is incorruptible, is becaufe 
itis not made out of pre-exiiting principles; it 
was made out of nothing, and nothing but an in- 
finite power can annihilate a thing, as well as make 
a thing outof nothing. Much is faid of that place 
for the defcription of it, Fersfalem was but a Type 
of it, and the Land of Canaan was but a Type of 
it, and Paradife was but a Type of this glorious 
place, that is provided for the Saints of God. Let us 
therefore raife up our hearts to confider of this. And 
as we read in Gez. 13. 14,15. where God fhew- 
ed to Abraham the Land of Canaan, fays God, 
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Cap.43.] Look Northward, and Southward, and Eaftward, and \ 
Weftward, forall the land which thou feeft, to thee 
- |will I give it, and to thy feed : So confider the vaft- 
| nefsof the Heavens, and the exceeding extent of 
them, and confider this is the Inheritance of the 
Saints. 
We know we have an abiding, eternal inheritance ; 
our bodies fhall abide eternally, and the Heavens 
4 themfelves are eternal: this fhould quiet our hearts, 
when we finde any difcontent in our habitations : it 
is no matter in what Countrey we are here, there is a 
glorious Countrey we are going tos, Chrift our el- 
der Brother is already gone, and hath taken poffeffi- 
onof Heaven for us: as if fo be there were fome 
| great inheritance did befal you here, and you cannot 
goto poflefsit, and if you hear one is there for you, 
who hath taken quiet poffeffion for you, and you fhall 
| be {ent for in time convenient; will you not be con- 
tent? So we are not fitted for Heaven, but Chriftis |- 
gone before to take pofleffion ; and within a while we 
fhall go and live with him. The earth is too mean a 
place forthe Saints, and yet the world is not worthy 
of the Saints of God in a mean condition; then the 
world fhall not be worthy of the Saints in their glo- 
rious condition ; and therefore there muft be a place 
above the world. 
Yet know, Heaven isnot enough for the Saints : 
the Saints of God are of fuch fpiritual raifed {pirits, 
| as that they cannot be fatisfied with any thing, but 
God himfelf. Suppofe God fhould caule all the Em- 
perorsand Kings of the world, to come and caft 
down their Crowns before the Saints, and fay, AMU 
| thefe are yours: An heart that is truly raifed, j 
ay 
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fay, This isnot enough, thisis not Gad bimfelf. Sup~ 


pote God fhould bring.all the {plendors, of all the 
creatures in heaven and. earth, and they fhould be 


caftat.the feet of the Saints; they would fay, Ths és. 


not enough, for this. 1s not God.’ Suppofe God fhould 
caufe all the glory of heaven, not onely of Sua, 
(Moon and Stars, but of the higheft heaven , to 


be laid.before the Saints, they would fay, Thus ts not: 


enough, this is not God. If all the Angels fhould 
come, and fay, We are fent to put all our glory up- 
on you, they would fay, Tha is not enough, this ts 
not God and therefore when God hath given them 
heaven, he muft give them himfelf to, or elfe they 
are not happy: And tharis the fourth thing. 


ee 
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The Saints enjoyment of God to be their portion, their 
happinefs in having his prefence. 


cAnguftine fays of the happinefs of the 

Saints , If God gives {uch good things to 
wicked men, does he keep nothing for the Saints ? 
Yes, he keeps heaven it felf; but fays he, Surely 1 
fpeak of too lowa thing,when I (peak of heaven, he 
will give himfelf to them, Heaven is beautiful, 
but more beautiful is God himfelf, the God of 
heaven: Therefore God muft give himfelf to 


(rote will be the portion of the Saints. 


them, or elfe their fouls are nor fatisfied. -Itl 


is afweet ‘and excellent expreffion that. Bernard 
hath, Lord, as whatfoever we give unto thee, 
Mm unlefs 


ry 


M o s E s bis Choice.. 


Cap.45.|unlefs we give our felves, cannot fatisfie thee, fo 
Lord,Whatfoever thou giveft tous, unlefs thon giveft 
thy felf, we cannot. be. fatufied, The- Lord {aid to 
Alrabam, Fear not I am thy exceeding great reward; 
but fays C¢braham, What wilt thou give me, feeing 
or. (1 Go childelefs. Surely he had refpect to Chrift, or 
-| elfe it could not but be afault, that Abraham fhould 
not be fully fatisfied in what God faid ; for as God 
does make the Saints to be 44 portion, fo God is the 
portion, and the inheritance of the Saints. Theen- 
joyment of God is Heaven it felf, and therefore in 
Scripture God is called heaven: have finned againft 
heaven. In this there are thefe feven things: Firft, 
the prefence of God. Secondly, the blefled vifion of 
God. Thirdly, the happy ##éon with God. Fourthly, 

the glorious communion with God.Fifthly,the frusti- 
the Acth,, | 0# of God. Sixthly,there/? that their fouls fhal havein 
ae God.Seventhly,the ex oyment of themfelves in God. 
4 | -O beloved ! for preparation to hear thefe things, 


tivant, d- 
culant, ob 


nim. | viftble members of a'Church, and yet have earthly 
hearts :' 
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hearts : bur there are others of his feed, and they |Cap.45. 
areas the flars of Heaven, of fpiritual hearts: now | ` 
as,we are of the feed of Abraham outwardly in pro- 
feffion, Jet.us not be of that feed that are of the duft 
of the earth, onely fit to hear of earthly things ; but 
letus fhew chat we are of ‘the feed of Abraham, that 
are as the {tars of Heaven, and {hall hereafter come 
to enjoy the God of Heavens: y ooo. 

For the firft, the prefence of God, that glorious 
prefence that the Saints fhal have of God in Heaven, 
is a creat part of their. happinefs : Heaven, it. were 
not Heaven without the prefence of. God : The pre- 
fence of God in the moft miferable place that can be, 
were a greater happinefs chen the abfence of God in 
the moft glorious place that can be. David would 
not be afraid, though he walked in the valley of the 
fhadow of death, So that God were with him, Pfal.23.| 
Luther would-rather bein Hell with Gods prefence, [74 re 
then in Heaven God being abfent. If the prefence fege za Tn 
of God takes. away the dreadof the thadow of the firre guin 
valley of death, and makes Hell to be more defired a 
| then Heaven, what will the prefence of God make fLuth in 
| Heaventobe? The three Childrenin the fiery fur- |X oP 
nace with Gods prefence were happy: how happy | Quid titi 
then are the Saints. with Gods prefenceinHeaven ¢ |¥!cbitur 
TheSaints defire Gods prefence-even when he is hry 
angry, they are lotito be ott of his prefence then. poco /uo vi- 
It is very Obfervable that wevhave recorded of Da- |° 
vid, Pfal, s1.ver.9. he cryesto God to hide his face 
from:his fins, for Godsface was then.an angry face 
againft him::..yetr ver.rr.ihe-cryes again, Caft me not 
away from thy prefence ; he was not willing to be out 
of Gods prefence howfoever; upon which St. Augu- 
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Cap.45 | ftine hath this‘expreflion, Whofe face be fears, “even; 
Cuts Je his face he invocates.: God madérich promifes to: 
jus faciem, Mofes, yet he could not be. fatisfied without’ the 
invocat. | prefence of God : If thy prefence be not with us bring 
ws not hence. And the Apoftle,. when he-would fet 

out rhe mifery of thofechat:are damned) ina! The/f, 
1.9.fays the Text, They [hall be punifbed with ever- 

lating de(truction fromthe prefencevof the Lord: now 

the prefence of God muft:needs be the happinefs -of 

the Saints. ermal icaly aperme d 

1. |> Firft; becaufe this muft needs draw.out all their 
graces, lin:all the {weet favor of them; Cant r. ra: 
While the King fitteth at his table, my (pikenard fend: 
eth forth the [mell thereof : As itis withthe Sun, it 
draws forth all the vertue. that there isin the plant, 
and makes a. {weet favor in things ; {o the prefertce 
of God muft much more draw forth the fragrancy of 
all the graces of his Spitit,in che fouls of his Saints. 
Secondly,the. prefence of God muft needs quicken 
allthe comforts of the fouls.of his people,.and keep 
_ | them always invigor and adtivity ; forzas we know, 
| the Sunitdoes quicken things that lay dead ;, fo the 
prefence of God hatha wonderful quickning ‘power, 
‘| it keeps the comforts of Gods people.-frefh,ifo long 
as we have the prefence of God, all our ‘comforts 
are greenand lively. The Saints in'heaven‘have al- 
ways the prefence of God, and thereforevheir com? 
‘forts are always. vigorous: and lively. °W hen’ they 
fhall be prefented: faultlefs; before the ‘prefence> of 
his glory, -it fhall caule.exceeding joy, Fude-o4. the, 
word there fignifies;-teapine:, (prineiners exalting 


t . 
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Thirdly, the prefence of God in heaven fhall be 


the 
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ever they have had.in Gods prefence in this world , 
they have had by pieces, many fiveet manifeftations 
of God unto them; but often God hath been abfent, 
and they have been fain to feek for their Beloved;but 
now all chofe pieces (as we may fo {peak) which they 
have had, fome at one time, and fomé at another, 
fhall be all joyned together; and they fhall have the 
accomplifhment of allinone, and the perfection of 
all in one, and fo for ever enjoy it. 

Fourthly, the prefence of God muft needs fill their 
fouls and bodies with glory, for it fills the heaven 
with glory, much more it muft needs fill an immor- 
tal foul with glory, becaufe that is more capable of 
glory then the heaven: If the Sun can puta glory 
upon thefe poor dark creatures here below, much 
more can the prefence of God put glory upon the 
glorified bodies and fouls of- the Saints. 

Further, the prefence of God muft needs be very 
glorious unto the fouls of the Saints, in regard of 
the maner of the bringing into Gods prefence, for 
they fhall be brought into ic by the hand of Chrift 
the Bridegroom; he fhall, as it were , take the 
Saints by the hand, and lead them tothe Father , 
he fhall fay, Come now, Iwill fhew you my Father 
that-I have {poken fo much of to you before, to 
| that end thatthe Father may delight in you. As 
fuppofe the Prince were married to one, and upon 


a aeaa 
nae ene 


their marriage he takes his Spoufe by the hand to | 


lead her unto his father, to that end his tather may 
take notice of her, and manifeft refpect unto her ; 
fothis coming into the -prefence of God {hall be 
by the hand of Chrift. There is a glorious leading 
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ae 


the accomplifhing of all that fiveet and good that |C4P-45- 
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‘Cap.45-| of our fouls into the prefence of God in this world, 


Eph.3.12. In whom we have boldnefs and accefs ; the 
word fignifies, 4 leading by the hand: and in 
Canticles 1. 4. it is faid of Chrift, That he brings the 
Spoufe into the Chambers : He brings the Church, the 
fouls of his people into the Prefence-Chamber, and 
that makes the prefence of God {weet unto the |- 
Church: but hereafter there fhall bea more glori- 
ous leading of the Saints unto God by Chrift, how 
much more fhall the prefence of God be {weet unto 
them then ? 

Sixthly, what a blefled fecurity muft there needs 
be to the fouls of the Saints in the prefence of God : 
To be under the fhadow of the Almighty isa fecure 
condition, to be hid in the fecrets of Gods prefence 
is afecure condition, but to be in the glorious pre- 
fenceof the Almighty, as it fhall be in heaven, O 
the happy fecurity then ! A childe when it is gotten 
into the prefence of his father or mother,thinks it felf 
{ate ; the Saints then that fhall always bein the pre- 
fence of God, muft needs be in an happy fecurity. 

Laftly, hence will follow an holy boldnefs: the 
Saints of God fhall ftand inthe prefence of God 
with an holy boldnefs,they fhall have nothing where- 
of they fhall be ahamed : though the light of God 
fhall hine mef-glorioufly upon them, yet it fhall 
not difcover any thing in them that fhall caufe any 
fhame oriearin them. Itis the promife of God to 
the diligent, They fhall ftand before Kings: Thofe 
that are now diligent in making their calling and 
election fure, in providing for their eternal eftate, this 
is the blefling ofthem,they fhal ftand before the King 
of glory, before the King of heaven withan holy 

boldnets : 
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boldnefs: And this is the firt thing which the Cap.46. 


Saints fhall have in having God tobe their portion, 
The prefence of God. 


NE Ee 


: Cuap. XLVI. 
The happinefs of the bearifical vifion difcovered. 


of God, we {hall be where he is, and we thall 

fee his face. Says Chrift, Father, Iwill, that 
thofe which thou hast given me, be where I am, that 
isablefling; butin Rev. 22.4. itis faid, They fball 
fee his face, and that is more, They fhal know as they 
are known, 1 Cor. 13.12. It is the promife of the 
pure in heart, that they fhal fee God: 1 Iohn3. 2. 
Behold, now we arethe fons of God, and it doth not 
yet appear what we fhall be, but we know, that when 
he foallappear, we foall be like him, for we fhall fee 
him as he ts. Iris the happinefs of the Angels that 
they behold the face of God; fo it fhall be the 
happinefs of the Saints to behold the face of God 
|in heaven: ods for me I will behold thy face in righ- 
teoufnefs, I fhall be fatisfied when I awake with thy 
likene{s, P{al.17.15.and fo we may have the help of 
divers Scriptures to fhew, that this is the happinefs 
of the Saints. The glory of this may appear in thefe 
particulars : 

Firft, to fee God as the firf being of all, or the 
principle ofall good, is a moft bleffed thing, to fee 
Adam the firk father,or Eve the firft mother of man- 
kinde,or for a childe to fee his father or mother,out 
of whofe loyns and bowels he came, whom he hath 


| S Econdly, they fhall have the Beatifical Vifion 
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Mat. 5.8" 


Mat.18,.i0 
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Çap.46.| not feen in many years this is a joy and comfort; but 


to feethe Creator, the firft Principle of all ‘things, 
that muft bea great, an infinite contentment ; and 
to fee him that hath done all the good.in the world, 
hath much fatisfaction in it. We would rejoyce to: 
fee a man that hath been aninftrument to do great 
things in fome Countrey, as the King of Sweden, 
orthe like; buetofee God that hath done all the 
great things inthe world, what a bleffed joy and 
contentment will chat be? The rational creature 
does naturally defire to know the caufes and princi- 
ples of things, no other creature looks at the princi- 
ples and caufes of things, but the rational crea- 
ture. If other creatures may have that which is 
fuitable to fenfe, they look no farther; but a ratio- 
nal creature cannot be {atisfied in whatfoever it hath, 
unlefs it knows fomething of the principles and 
caufes of the thing it hath, and when it knows the 
caufe of one thing, it would know the caufe of that, 
and nothing will quiet it till it comes to fee the 
caufe of all; and when it comesto knowthat, it 
hath full contentment: Shew us the Father, and it 
fufficeth. 

Secondly, they fhall fee God in his uity , where- 
as now we underftand God onely according to his 
feveral Attributes, asthe manifeftation of the Ix- 
finite Simple : Firft,being in one way we call Power, 
in another way we call Mercy and Bounty, inan- 
other way Juftice, and fo we apprehend God ac- 
cording unto the feveral Attributes that God hath 
manifefted himfelf in ; whereas there are not many 
things in God, but all thofe feveral Attributes that we 
apprehend diverfly, are but one excellency in God: 

as 
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as one beam of the Sun fhining througha red glafs) Cap.46. 


caufes a red reflection, and the fame Sun fhining 
through a blue glafs, caufes a blue reflection, and 
fo the {ame excellency of God fhining one way, and 
working after one maner, we call by.one name ; and 
the fame excellency of God working another way, 
we call by another name, and yet itis all one in God; 


and though we cannot apprehend it now, yet we |. 


thall fee God in his unity afterward. 

Thirdly, we hall fee God inthe Trinity : though 

there be but one God, yet there are divers perfons : 
to fee how the Father begot the Son, and how the 
Spirit did proceed from the Father and the Son, 
and the difference between the proceffion of the 
Spirit, andthe generation of the Son; the fight of 
God inthe myftery of the Trinity, is a moft glo- 
rious thing. a 

Fourthly, we hall fee'God in his glory, in Ifa:33.. 
17. there isa promife, They fhall fee the King in bis 
beauty, or inhis glory; there isa great deal of dif- 
ference between feeing the King at an ordinary time, 

| and feeing of him when he isin his Robes, with his 
Crown upon his head, and his Scepter in his hand,. 
and fet upon his Throne, with all his Nobles about 
him in all his glory : fo God does manifeft himfelf a 
little now, but this is not all that he does intend : and 
for to fee God now as he does. manifeft himfelf , is 
` | fomewhat, but to fee God in his greateft glory that 
ever he fhall manifeft himfelfin, that muft be a great 
happinefs. 

Fifthly, to fee God in his eminency;, that is, they 
fhall fee how all excellencies that are in the creature 


are cminently. contained in the abfolute perfection 
of 
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Cap.46.| of the Divine nature; all the good that is inthe 


effe&, isin the caufes, and the good of thofe caufes 
in their caufes, and fo at length they come to the firft 
principle: {o all the good that we can fee in all ob- 
jects that give content, we may fee all eminently in 
God, and fee Godinall. The latitude of the ob- 
jectof mans underftanding, is fuch, as it compre- 
hends all beauty, all excellency, all truth in it, and 
therefore cannot be fatisfied till it fees into all; in 
God it findes all united, and therefore in him one- 
y it findes bleffednefs : it is eternal life to know 
im. 

Sixthiy, they fhall fee God as heis, 1 Foha 3.2. 
now there is a great deal in that to fee God as he is ; 
and for explication of that, there are thefe five 
branches. 

That is firft not to fee him onely negatively, that 
is,not to fee him as he is: the moft that we fee of 
God now, is by way of negation, rather then any 
pofitive fight ; when we fay of God he is incompre- 
henfible, that is, heis {fucha God as cannot be com- 
prehended, that’s but negation : when we fay of God 
that he is infinite, that is, fuch a God as hath no 
bounds of his being,this is {til a negation,to fay what 
God is not: and when we fay God is a fpirit, though 
the expreffion {eem to have an affirmation init, yet 

| it is but the apprehenfion of God rather by negation, 
| thatis, that God hath no bodily fubftance in him ; 
| for to {peak properly, God is nota Spirit; but only 
| that is the moft excellent thing that we can conceive 
of, and by way of negation, that he is no body, and 
is invifible, one that we cannot fee, and feel, and the 
like: when we fay heis holy, he hath no fpot of fin, 
this 
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this is by way of negation, but now in Heaven we 
{hall not fee God onely by negation, but we fhall fee 
my pofitive excellency of God, we fhall fee him 
as he is. , 

Secondly, we fee God much by relation unto other 
things; as when we {peak of God, and would open 
the excellency of God, we fay, God is the King of 
Heaven and Earth, and our Father, and the Father 
of our Lord Jefus’Chrift, and Creator and Go: 
vernor of allthings, and thefe are but relative ex- 
preflions, and a great part of our knowledge of God 
Is 7 way of relation; but hereafter we fhall fee him 
as he is. ` 

Thirdly, you fhall fee God as he is,not by framing 
any reprefentations of him in our mindes., there 
fhall be that immediate prefence of God to the 
minde, that there-fhall not need be any reprefentati- 
on, that we now formin our mindes ; asin the fenfe 
of Seeing, the object of the eye being abfent from it, 
there muft be a {pecies to reprefent it: fo there are 
fome kinde of reprefentations of Gotto our under- 
{tandings here; but there fhall be that immediate 
union with God in the underftanding,that there fhall 
need no kinde of reprefentation of God, but-we {hall 
fee him as heis. jo ca 

Fourthly, we fhall {ee him, notin his effects in the 
creature ; the greateft part that we fee of God now, 
is in his effets, and notas he is in himfelf, we do 


Cap.46. 


not {Ee the face of God, but his back. parts. We} 


look upon the Sun, and there we fee fomewhat of 


the power of God, but it is but the effect of Gods 


power, and not Gods power it felf; and when we 


look upon the world, we:fee much of Gods wifdom, 
. we 
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Cap.46. | we-fee the effect of Gods wifdom, and not the wif- 


5. 


dom of God it felf. ` 
Fifthly, we fhall ‘fee God as he is diftinguifhed 
from all creatures; here now we fee almoft nothing 
of God, diftinguifhed from created things. Say 
what you will of God; that he isa Spirit, that he is 
a created thing,that he is wife,or holy,or juft,or mer- 
ciful, there is fomewhat of all thefe in the creature, 
onely he is infinitely above all, and that is by way of 
negation. But we do not fee him in that pofitive ex- 
cellency which doés difference him from all created 
things ; but now it will be a bleffed thing to fee God, 
as he is differenced from all created things,to fee him 
asheis. ` i l i | 
Sixthly, the Saints fhall fee the counfels of God, 
and allthe ways of God, what have been, and 
what fhall beto all eternity about election, what 
his counfels were about creating of things, before 
they were created,and what the workings of his coun- 
fels were about the feveral ways of his providence, 
before there was any manifeftation of them in his 
creature; and fo all his counfels about rejection of fo 
many thoufands of men and Angels. Itisan expref- | 
fion of S. Auguftine, We thall {ee the reafon why one 
is reprobate, and one elected; why oneis rich, and 
one is poor: we donot fee the reafon now, but by 
feeing God we fhall {ee all things that may make for 
our happinefs: we fhall know all the works that 
ever God did, and that ever he will do to all eter- 
nity; Itis agreat thing fora man to know what is 
done in his generation: but to know all the ways of 
God fince the beginning of the world, muft be a 
glorious fight. It is not, yet Six thoufand years 
ince 
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fince God. did any thing out of himfelf, and what \Cap.46. 
is fix thoufand yearsto eternity ? andif God have |’ 
done fuch great things in Six thoufand years, what 
may God doin the next Six thoufand years, and fo 
inthe next,who now cantell? A Workman doth his 
meaneft works at firft, and this world is but the be- 
ginning of Gods works,and fora creature to fee what 
God {hall thus work for ever, isan infinite blefled 
thing. 
The feventh thing, wherein this bleffed vifionof| | 7. 
the Saints appears; is, thatthey fhall look upon all 
the ways and works of God, ’as-to fee their happinefs 
confitting in them: there is.a great deal of diffe- 
rence in feeing an object that is excellent in its felf, 
and to fee an object that is excellent, wherein confifts 
my. happinefs. “As in riding over a- Land, one that 
is a Stranger rides over! it, another/that is an 
Heir, the Stranger rides over it, and.takes delight | 
tofee the Trees, and Fruit to grow; but the Heir 
looks upon it after another maner, as the Land for 
which my Father laid out much,and all to enrichme, 
as the Land that is mine Inheritance: {o,were.it that 
we were but admitted to this glorious fight of 
God,. meerly to have the view.of God, it were a 
great priviledge tothe Creature, but co fee. all the 
| fhine, and all that excellency that is in God, is:to 
| make mehappy ; and: all: the: counfels vand! ways 
| of :God’ are’ working’ for my ..happinefs and glo- 
tyy this.is'bleffednels indeed. There is difference 
betweencaliStrangen looking upon the King, and 
| theo Queens lovking vpon a King. ~ A Stranger-may 
fee! Beauty land: Majelty im ithe «King y -butc the 
|G ween looks’ upon the. King,.and his: Beauty and 
Majefty 
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majefty, as her owm, and fo the fouls of the Saints 
{hall fee all in God as their own, to make them 
happy. ! i 

Eighthly, the bleffednefs of the fight of God 
confifts in this, that it fhall be a transforming fight, 
fucha fight of God, as fhall be a transforming, per- 


| fecting fight, not onely a perfect fight, but a perfect- 
jing, transforming fight: The light that fhall come 
| from God upon the minde, {hall perfeét the minde, 


and transform the minde into the fame likenefs with |- 
God: Itfhall not be a meer notional fight , as men 


{| may fpeak much of God, and have a notional vifion 


of God, but there isagreat deal of difference be- 
tween the notional vifionof God, and the Deifical 
vifion of God ; for it is not only beatifical,but Dei- 
fical, for itdots.transform a man into the likenefs 
of Gods A-deformed mananay fee a beautiful ob- : 
je&t and that fight fhall not make him like that beau- 
tiful object, but the fight of God fhall.:make the foul 
glorious, as God is glorious, as you dhall have itin 
1 Toh 3.2.We hall be like him ; what is the ground? | 
We fhall fee him as he is. - ak Jo SAN 
Ninthly, the fight of God will be a fullfighr, a 
fight whereby theminde fhal be raifed to that heighth 
of excellency, as it fhall be able to fee God in his 
excellency.: we cannot look upon the Sun nowy in its 
excellency, if we will fee the Sun, we mutt-fee in. its 
reflection; but the underftanding of the Saintsfhal be 


‘raifed to that heighth, that they fhall be able to look 


full upon the face of God, and this will:be there- 
wardefpecially of Faith, for thofe that-are godly 
do believe above reafon. ‘Now /becaufe the Saints 
are willing to fearGod fo far,as to captivate their Af 

on, 
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fon, and to believe upon bare teftimony above rea- | Cap. 46. 


fon; therefore hereatter God will give them this re- 
ao to fee things fully, and the reafon of 
things. 

Again, it fhall be fuch a fight of God, as hall be 
without any difcourfe, orlabor, but there fhall be 


the prefent vifion of God, at the opening of the 


eye. We are glad if we can come to underftand |, 


the creature with labor; but to come to underftand 
a the Creator without labor, is a great happi- 
nefs. 

Again, to have the fight of God fo, as never to 
lofe it, that addes much to the happinefs of the 
Saints : To have but one glimpfe of the face of God, 
though it were gone prefently, it were a great happi- 


nels, beyond all that the world affords, but God |. 


fhall not onely pals by, but ftand ftill: fo as the foul |- 


fhall never lofe the fight of God, but it fhall have it 
to all eternity, andthe eyes of the foul fhall be eter- 
nally opened to fee God. If aman looks upona de- 
lightful objeét, he is loth to have the eye drawn 
a it; you fhall never have your eye drawn from 

od. 

Further, in the fight of God you fhall fee all things 
that do any way concern your felvesin ordering of 
you toall eternity : and this is made by fome the 


I2. 


ground , why it is impofible for the Saints in |. 
Heaven in the leaft degree to fall there , becaufe |- 


they fhall have a continual view of God, and in 
him {ee fully all circumftances of all actions, and 


all things that any way do or fhall concern them |- 


to all eternity. For there is no falling, or de- 
clining from God, but it comes at firft from fome 
* error 
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; error in the theoretical or practical work of the un- 
derftanding, or in fome inconfideratenefs; but there 
cannot be the leaft error in the minde, or the leaft in- 
confideratenefs ; becaufe the foul fhall be fo fuliy 
taken up with the fight of God: what an infinite de- 
light muft this needs be ¢ It was the defire of a Phi- 


lofopier to fee the nature of the Sun, though it were 


tobe burnt by it, he could be content, fo if God 
fhould grant.us this happinefs, You fhal come to [ce 
me, but the ficht of me fhall deftroy you, this were a 


defireable thing, but to havea fight of God thatis 


aperfecting fight, and fuch an excellent and glorious 


fight, in which our happinefs fhall confift for ever, 
how glorious muft this needs be ¢ 

Laftly, tofee God inourfelves: It isan happi- 
nefs to fee God in the Creature, but much more to 
ee God in our felves : the chiefeft of the glory of 
God, next to that which appears in Jefus Chrift, fhall 
appear in the Saints, and the chief excellency of 
God that the Saints fhall ee, hall be within them- 
felves : they fhall fee more of the glory of God within 
themfelves,then in all the Heavens befides. The Hea- 
vens are glorious now, the Sun, Moon, and Stars are 
glorious; but to fee the higheft Heaven, that were 
more glorious. But the meaneft Saint of God in 
Heaven, fhall fee more of God, and of his glory in 
himfelf, then does appear inall the Heavens befide, 
and then much more then does appear in all the 
World. We might make it out, thereis more of 
the glory of God in one Saint, then in all the Hea- 
vens and Earth befides, for the Heavens and the 


Ibile. Suarez de Beate Difp. LoS ceg. N. 6, 


Earth 
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Earth are but Gods foot-ftool, not his image; 
but the Saints of God are are his image, and this 
fhall be their happinefs, to fee the glory of God in 
themfelves. A man may delight to fee beautiful 
colours, but you take more delight, if you can by 
looking in aglafs fee your felves beautiful, and fee 
thofe beautiful colours in your own clothes; but if 
we could have the glory of the Sun, and the Moon, 
and all the creatures in heaven fhining within our 
bodies, that would be counted glorious indeed ; but 
to fee the divine excellency, and the -top of the 
divine excellency of the infinite God fhining within 
us, this will be a mighty happinefs. Bafe fenfual car- 
nal hearts think there is no content but in fatisfying 
the flefh. What {weet and content have many , but 
in their eating and drinking? and their pallate is 
pleafed, and in that their other fenfes are fatisfied, 
and they think this isthe excellency of man: But 
take a {chollar, that -hath but the exercife of his un- 
derftanding to finde out truths,and thofe things that 
are {uitable to the rational part, and he fees more ex- 
cellency there, then in any fenfual thing, and he can 
{corn fenfual delights. If there be fo much content to 
the minde in viewing the things here, what content 
will there be to the minde in beholding God, and his 
lolory? There are two reafons of content in feeing 
things;In regard of the *object,or in regard of the act 
of {ceing it felf. Let the object be what it will, there is 
delight in the act of {eeing and underftanding : For 
aman to underftand that which is evil, it gives de- 
‘| light to the minde, and itis one of the perfections 
of God that he underftands evil as wellas good, 
fo that there is content and delight in the act 
Nn o 
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but when the objeét is pleafing too, that addes much 
to comfort and delight,therefore content in the fight 
of God mult be the higheft content, becaufe there is 
the higheft aét of underftanding, and the higheft ob- 
ject to fee that can be. 

And thus I have endeavored to open unto you the 
fecond blefled thing that the Saints fhall havein 
Gods being their portion, they fhall fee God. Bleffed 
areyour eyes, fays Chrift, That you fee thofe things 
that you fee, and bleffed are your cars, that heard thofe 
things you hear : So, blefled are the eyes of Gods 
people that do fee any thing of God here, and hear 
any thing of God here ; but bleffed are the eyes that 
fhall fee God hereafter. That which Tlabor for in 
preffing thefe things, isto take off your hearts from 
thefe things below, and that you may fee what you 
are capable of ; and if your hearts be mad upon your 
fins, and you will perifh, you fhall know what you 
lofe: me-thinks if men did know what they lofe by 
their fin, they would caftit off with indignation, 
and therefore when your fin comes and tempts you, 
fay, What, fhall I lofe all this for {uch a way of fin? 
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The bleffedne/s of Union with God. 


is higher then prefence, and #nzon is higher 
then fight. Foha 17.21. Chrift prays to his |” 
Father, That they may be one in us, as thou art in me, 
and I inthee. For the opening of this union with 
God, you are to know that there is firft an union that 
God hath with all creatures in general. Secondly, 
an union that he hath with the humane nature of 
Chrift. Thirdly, the union that he hath with the 
Saints. Firft, the union that God hath with all crea- 
tures in general, and that union is twofold: An uni- 
on of dependance; or an union of his immentfe pre- 
fence: Of dependance, becaufe all creatures in the 
world depend upon God for their being, and conti- 
nuance of their being every moment, therefore there 
muft be an union of God with them; for if the union 
of dependance were broke, evey creature would fall 
to nothing. Asthe beams of the Sun have an union 
with the Sun, and the beams could not continue if 
they were not united to the Sun; foall the creatures 
have an union of dependance with God, without 
which they cannot continue. And then the union of 
immenfe prefence, that muft be, becaufe God is in 
every thing, and every where; there is not the leaft 
fpire of grafs or ftone, but there is a way of 
Gods immente prefence in that. Secondly, there is 
another kinde of union that God hath with the hu- ` 
mane nature of Chrift and that we call an hypoftati- 
cal union: for the humane nature, and the divine na- 
Dunn ture 
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Cap.47.| ture to be united in one perfon,this is that the Saints 


and Angels of God fhall be adoring God for to all |- 


| eternity 5 that ever there fhould be {uch an union be- 


Ie 


tween the Deity and the Creature, that if it were not 
revealed to usin the word, it were impoffible to be 
imagined by any creature. Itis a great work of God 
to unite an immortal foul with fuch a bafe creature as 
our flefhis into one perfon; Ido not know any one 
work of God in creation fo great as this, and this is 
to be admired at: but if this be fo great a work to 
unite arational immortal foul into one perfon, with 
a corruptible piece of flefh,then to unite mans nature 
into one perlon with the {fecond perfon in Trinity, 

this is a great work. 
Thirdly, there is an union of God with the Saints, 
and that is in this World, or in Heaven. In the 
World, there is a fourfold union that God hath 
with the Saints. Firft, there is an union of the in- 
habitation of the Spirit; for the Saints of God in 
this World, are the Temples of the Holy Ghoft, 
and the Spirit of God is faid to dwellin them; and 
fo there is a glorious union by the inhabitation of 
the Holy Ghoft in them. The fecond union that 
the Saints of God have in this world, is the union 
of fimilitude ; the Saints are like God here in fome 
meafure, they have the image of God ftamped up- 
on them, God fees his face in the Saints. The 
brighteft glafS in the world to thew Gods face, is the 
fouls of the Saints; and there is not onely fome 
likenefs of God in the Saints, but the likenefs of 
God in his very life.A glafs may reprefent my image, 
but that image hath not that life that I have, but 
the image of Godin the Saints, does not onely re- 
prefent 
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prefent God, but they have the life of God: 
thofe that are converted live the life of God, and 
by fin we are eftranged from the life of God: they 
work as God works, God underftands himfelf the 
higheft and infinite good; and God wills himfelf 
as the higheft and infinite good; thefe are the 
chief actions of Gods life. Now the Saints of 
God live this life, they in their meafure do here 
underftand God, as the higheft and infinite good, 


and do will God as the higheft and infinite good. A [y 
third union that the Saints have with God, is auni- |: 


onof love; love is an uniting grace, and there is 
a moftentire love between God and every Saint, 
and fo their hearts are clofe united, and mingled 
by love. 7 
- Again, inthis lifethere isa syftical Union, and’ 
that is an union higher then any other; an union with 
Chrift, being made members of the Son of God,and 
fo they come to have union with the Son of God, ac- 
cording to that expreflion, in 1 Foha 1, 3. That 
which we have feenand heard, declare we unto yot, 
‘| that ye alfo may have fellowfbip with us, and truly 
our fellowfhip is with the Father, and with his 
Son Iefus Chrift. There is a myftical union be- 
tween us and Chrift, and fo we come to have union 
with God the Father alfo, and tobe joyned to the 
Lord, we are one Spirit withhim. * Noi for the 
union that the Saints have with God in Heaven ,there 
are many intricate notions that fome of the School- 
men have about this; as, thatthe foul fball be turn- 
edinto the fame Idea that God made it of ; and that 
there fhall be an Jilap(us of God into the: foul; but 
we mutt. know there can be no union with God, 
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good from God, for {peak of what union you will, 
God cannot in his Effence be more prefent with the | 
creature then he is here, but onely in regard of fome 
manifeftation, or communication of himfelf, in fome 
gift or good thing; but certainly there will be a won- 
derful glorious union between God and the foul in 
Heaven, and that upon thefe four grounds. » ~~’ 

Firft, there is not fuch diftance between God and: 
the foul, but that itis capable of union with God. 
One would think how is it poffible that God fhould 
be fo united to the foul, being there is fuch an infi- 
nite diftance between God-and.it: but there is not 


of man, as that there fhould not be a glorious union’ 
between them: there is a great‘ deal of likenefs be- 
tween God andthe foul; Firft,-in the f{piricuality, 
God isa Spirit, the foul is a Spirit. Secondly, in 
immortality, Godis immortal, the foul is immor- 
tal. Thirdly, inthe high excellency of God, the un- 
derftanding and will, the foul is endued with under- 
ftanding and will. the perfection of God as we can 
conceive, is his underftanding and will, and {oitis 
in the foul. Fourthly, in the {everal operations 
that the foul hath; and herein there is more likenefs 
between God and mans foul, then is between God 
and Angels, in that one rational foul fhould perform 
fo many works, as the fame Gody the fame Excel- 
lency working upon the creature, works in one thing 
one way, and in another thing another way ; fo the 
foul reprefents.God inthis, in that one rational :foul 
hath-fuch variety of workings in the body} for under- 
ftanding; for. fenfe,. for ‘vegetation, which ‘Angels 
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have not. Again, the foul refembles God in the in- |Cap-47- 


finitenefs, the foulis not onely infinite in duration, 
but in regard of the infinitenefs of the working of it: 
and here is a mighty difference between the foul of 
man, between rational creatures, and all other crea- 
tures: forthe fenfitive creature that onely works a- 
bout fome particular thing that concerns its own pre- 
fervation, and its own good within its narrow com- 
pals, but the objec of mans foul is univerfal, infinite: 
it isnot any particular truth, that will {atisfie the un- 
derftanding, let there be never fo many truths re- 
vealed, yet the underftanding defires infinitely mores 
if there be any truth that is not revealed, it would 


have that. Let* the fenfe have fome particular ob- |* 


jet before it, fuitable to fenfe, it looks no further; 
as if the eye have colour, it goes no further, nor the 
ear goes no further then found, but the underftand- 
ing hath defire toall truth: And fo for good, the 
fenfitive creature hath no defire of good, but onely 
| that which does preferve fenfe, but the will of man 


is for good in general: and this fhews how capable | Devs fub 


the foul is to be.raifed to- fuch an excellency, as to 
have communion with God: if we knew what our 
fouls were capable of, we would not think we could 
fatishe them with fuch things as bruit beafts are fatif- 
fied with. Secondly, there may well be a glorious 
union between God and and the fouls of the Saints, 
becaufe God fhall fee nothing but himfelf in the fouls 
of the Saints: now when God fhall fee nothing 
potentits, in quo multum differt intelledus à fenfu; nam intclleétus abfolute 
um (ub objeito fuo; Co ideò elevarepoteft ad percipiendum illum perfetivs, 


raliter poffer ; quis tota iha elevatio 
Beat: Difp. 6, Scct. 3. 
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Cap.47. | but his own in fuch a creature, this is a full ground 


of Gods near and moft glorious union with it: as 
when a man comes to fee in another much of his own, 
lhis heart is united to him; things that are of a like 
i nature do unite: Bring an hot fire- brand to the fire, 
and it does unite prefently, becaufe the fire does finde 
fomething of it felf there; if there were fome 
moifturein the brand, it would not fo fully unite: 
And fo here we cannot have full union with God, 
becaufe though God fees fomewhat of his own 
inus, yet there is a great deal in us, that is not 
Gods: but when we fhall be wholly free from fin, 
and God fhall fee nothing but his own in us, 
that muft needs be a ground of a moft glorious 
union. 

Thirdly, in Heaven there fhall be nothing in 
God, but fhall be fuitable to the nature of a glori- 
fied Saint, and fuitablenefs is the caufe of union: if 
there be nota fuirablenefs, there cannot be union. 
There cannot be fuitablenefs between God and other 
creatures ; but between a glorified Saint and God, 
there fhall bean infinite fuitablenefs, and therefore 
an infinite glorious union. Again, there fhall be an 
infinite inflamed love; here is an union of love, but 
in Heaven there will be a further degree of love, and 
love being enflamed, there muft needs be a moft glo- 
rious union. ' 

Fifthly, if youconfider what the bond of con- 
nexion of the foul and God together is, namely, the 
mediation of the Son, the fecond perfon of the Tri- 
nity, there muft needs be an infinite clofe and glo- 
rious union of the Saints with God. This vifion 
and union with God, is enough to caufe the fouls of 

) . Gods 
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Gods people to be fo fatisfied, as to fay, Let all | Cap-45- 
things be taken from me, it is enough ; I have fome- 
what of Gods prefence here, but ¥ fhall have the 
glorious prefence and vifion of God, and union with 2 
God hereafter; and though my eyes fhould never 
fee good day after, or never fee comfortable ob- 
ject inthe world, this is enough, I fhall fee God, 
and have full union with God: Though there be 
a feparation between me and all temporal comforts 
inthe world, though God fhould rend this creature 
or that creature, the deareft husband, or the deareft 
wife, or the deareft comfort inthe world, and: thofe 
things that my foul do moft cleave to here,from me, 
yet itis enough that God and my foul are fome- 
what united, and that God and my foul fhall have a’ 
glorious union hereafter. O that God would raife 
our hearts to thefe things, that we may know what 
is the bufinefs we have to do in the world: If 
you do not know thefe things fhall be your por- 
tion, never give fatisfaction to your felves in the 
flefh, till your know thefe things fhall be your por- 
tion. T 
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Css. Xd V Doel 
The blefi ednefs of communion with God, 


Ow we come to the fourth thing, Comms- 
N nion with God, and this is more then the 
other three things. Union is the ground of 
communion; communion is that which rifeth from 
both parts being united, and the Saints fhall have a 
glorious communion with God andthe Trinity ; in 
this life there is a communion that the Scripture 
{peaks of; that we have with God the Father, and 
the Son, and the Spirit, 1 Fohz 1.3. Our fellowfhip t 
with the Father, and his Son Fefus Chrift ; and in 
Cor. 13.14. The communion of the Holy Ghoft be 
with you, fays the Apoftle; fo that there is a fellow- 
fhip with the Father and the Son, and communion 
with the Holy Ghoft ; but certainly, it fhall be ano- 
ther maner of communion that the Saints fhall have 
with God in the world to come. Now this commu- 
nion, it ftands either in regard of the work of God, 
upon and towards the Saints, or the work of the 
Saints upon and towards God; for communion is 
| on both fides, and that in thefe four things : Firft, 
in the delight they have one in another. Secondly, in 
withing all good to one another. Thirdly, in the 
communication of themfelves one to another. 
Fourthly, in the bleffed familiar converfe that they 
have one with another. 
Firft, communion confifts in the delight they have 


Jin one another: There is a full, actual, mutual, 
| everlafting delight between God and the Saints in 


heaven: Firft, there is adelight : Secondly, full: 
Thirdly 
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Thirdly, aétual : Fourthly, mutual: Fifthly, ever- Cap.4 


lafting. 
Firft, there is a delight: God here rejoyces in 
them, the Scripture fays, He rejoyces in the habita- 
ble parts of the earth, and his delight ts with the fons 
of men, Prov.8.31. why does God delight in the ha- 
bitable parts of the earth? there are other glorious 
works of God that aré -not in the habitable parts of 
the world, but God delights in the habitable parts 
of the world, becaufe there are rational creatures 
there; but he hath more delight-in his Church in 
this world; then in any other part of the habitable 
parts of the world, as (4.19.25. Affyria isthe work 
of Gods bands, but Ifrael is his inheritance ; but there 
will be a delight far higher: The delight that God 
hath in heaven it felf, isin regard of the Saints that 
are there; without which heaven were not heaven. 
Firft, itis delight in their perfons, God takes infi- 
nite delight and content in the perfons of the Saints ; 
howfoever their perfons are mean here, yet as they 
fhall be hereafter,God will take an infinite delight in 
them. Secondly, he delights in conferring bleffed- 
nels upon his people; there is much delight in the 
communication of good, as well as in the enjoy- 
ment of it: what good hath a man who hatha great 


eftate more then another, but that he may commu | 


nicatemore good then another. Thirdly, he de- 


lights in the glory that he -hath conferred upon | 


them: As thofe that have true communion one 
with another, delightin any good that one another 
hath; God delights inthe glory rhariisin his- Saints, 
and takes much pleafure in ity his foul is {atisfied in 
becaufe 


thé glory that he fees upon his own people, and that | 
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Cap.48. | becaufe he loves them: The former arofe from the 
pleafure in himfelf in the act of communicating ; 
this fromthe love to his-people, to fee their good. 

4. | Fourthly, God delights in their prefence to have 
them with him, and by him, as the Father delights 
inthe prefence of his Childrento have them round 

5. | about him. Fifthly, God delights in their love, 
that he hath thefe creatures:to love: as aman de- 
lights to have love from others, What pleafure 
could a man have in all the world, if none loved him? 
If he fhould livein a Family or Town, and none 
loved him, he could have no pleafure in his life; 
butif a man live where he is loved, it makes upa 
great many wants, fo God is not contented in any. 
thing elfe he hath to delight himfelf in, but that 
which muft make up all, in that he hath his people to 

6. | lovehim. Sixthly, God delights the more in his own 
glory, becaufe his Saints are partakers of it; itis fo 
much the more {weet unto him, becaufe they have 
a fharein it; thus it is between entire friends, who 
have intimate communion one with another, their 
own happinefs pleafes them the more,-becaufe the 
other hath apartinit ` 

a Secondly, itis full delight that God takes in his 
people : It is faid of his people in this world, in Zeph. 
aw gupheypal rejoyce over them with joy and with 
finging ; the delight that God hath with his people. 
in Heaven muft needs be full: Firft, in regard of the 

near relation that his people have to his Son, and 
becaufe he takes fuch infinite delight in the Son ; and 
they being one with him, thence flows that full-de- 
light. Secondly, becaufe he fhall fee fo much of his 
own!Image; now that is infinitely delightful : 

r -© that 
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that isthe reafon why the father or mother does de- |Cap.48. 


light in their children, becaufe they fee themfelves 
inthem: fo God fhall fee himfelf in his people, and 
that will caufe full delight. Thirdly, becaufe of the 
glorious works of God upon the fouls of his people, 
becaufe he fhall fee his own handy-work to be fo glo- 
rious and full in them. As aman that makes a work 
that is very curious and glorious, he takes abun- 
dance of delight to look upon it; and if the work 
be full and perfect, then his delight is full and per- 
fect. Now the great work of God is in the glo- 
ry of the Saints: God loves to look back to the 
creatures, therefore when he had made the world, 
he looked upon what he had made, and faw it was 
good: As a workman when he hath brought his 
work to fome perfeétion, he will look upon it : Now 
when God fhall fee what he hath done,in raifing fuch 
a poor worm to fuch high excellency, God will 
take full delight in viewing this full work he hath 
done. And this is more thenall the former ; for be- 
fides the delight in the act of communication and 
delight, becaufe of the love to thofe to whom good 
is communicated: This is the delight in his own 
work, done in the beholding the beauty and glory 
of it. Fourthly, the delight of God muft be full, 
becaufe in them God attains his higheft end, the 
higheft end of his greateft defign, the higheft end 
of his deepeft councels, the higheft end of his moft 
glorious work: It is a great delight to 2 man when 
he goes about awork, if he have his end; though 
a man have: fome benefit by his work, yet if 
he be croft in his laft tend, all his joy is taken 
away; and this is the evil of fin, fin feeks 5 

crofs 
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Saints in heaven fhall give God his full end : God 
fhall have the higheft end that he did aim at, he 
fhall fee it accomplifhed and fulfilled in them; now 
thofe objects in which Gods higheft end is fulfilled, 
he muft needs take delight in, and that fhall be in 
the Saints. Again, the delight of God muft be full, 
becaufe God hath no other object, but rational 
creatures, Angels and Saints to let out his delight 
to; if God does take any delight in any creature 
here,it isin order to the Angels and the Saints: 
Now when God hath no other object to himfelf,and 
his Son, and his Spirit, tolet out his delight unto, 
but the rational Creatures, Saints and Angels, joyn- 


ed in one (for the Lord Chrift fhall be the head of 


the Saints and Angels) furely his delight in them 


fhall be full. 


Thirdly, this delight fhall be actual, and that is 
neceflary to communion; for though there be de- 
light, yetif it fhould lie dead in the habits, there is 
no communion : If two friends have habitual delight 
one in another, they are not faid to have communion, 
but when it is actual, fo this delight fhall be aétual , 
the nature of delight is to be lively and a¢tive, even 
inus, thoughitbe butan affection in us; but God 
being a pure act, there will be an infinite activity in 
his delight, and it is always vigorous and freth, fo 
as God fhall make the fouls of his people to be fen- 
fible of the activity of his delight. Fourthly, this 
delight {hall be mutual, it fhall be on the Saints part, 
as well ason Gods part. As God delights in the 
perfons of the Saints, fo they delight in God him- 
felf, not in that they receive from God, but their 

greateft 
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as God delights in their glory, fo they do delight in 
fall the glory of God, in effential glory that they fee 
|in God, andin all the glory that is refle&ted upon 
God by his creatures; and they delight in his pre- 
fence in being with him, and in his love, and in that 
they can give any glory to him; they delight inall 
they have, more becaufe God hath glory by it, then 
in that themfelves are bleffedinit. And iris full 
likewife ; the delight of the Saints of God is full, as 
well as the delight of God in the Saints is full; and 
that for the very fame grounds that the delight of 
God in them is full; namely, The fulnefsof Gods 
delight in them is their relation to Chrift; fo rhe 
ground of their full delight in God is, becaufe God 
isthe Father of the Lord Fefus Chrift, and becaufe 
they fee their likenefs in God ; what ever excellency 
they have in themfelves, they fee it to be infinitely 
in God ; and as God delights in them, becaufe of 
his works he fees in them, fo the Saints fhall fee all 
the good that ever they have done, does redound to 
the glory of God ; howfoever, the works of Gods 
people for the prefent deem to be mean, yet it fhall 
appear, all the gracious works. of the people of God 
fhall be the moft glorious things imshe world : For 
God fhall own them for the fetting out of his glory, 
as the greateft things inthe world, and this fhould 


in good works, becaule God will glorifie our good 
works: and as the fulnefs of the delight of God 
in the Saints is,becaufe God attains his end in them, 
how full muft the delight of the Saints in God be, 


becaufe the Saints do attain their endin God, the 
end 


| be aninfinite encouragement to us, to be abundant | 
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Cap. 48.| end of all their thoughts, and ways, and perfor- 


mances ? and they fhall have no other object to let 
out their delight to, but onely God: here, though 
we have fome grace, yet the ftream is divided, we 
let out fo much to one creature, and fo much to an- 
other; the children fo much to the Parents, and 
the Parents fo muchto the children; and husband 
fomuch to the wife, and the wife fo much tothe 
husband, and fo much to our friends, that the ftream 
we let out to God is but little: but when all the de- 
light that we let out to the creatures, fhall be taken 
away, and God fhall be the onely object of our de- 
light, then our delight muft be full. 

And as this delight is mutual, fo it fhall be con- 
tinual : for being withdrawn from all other ebjeés, 
it will work upon that, both of them, Gods delight 
inthe Saints, and the delight of the Saints in God, 
fhall be for ever: the Saints fhall be an eternal ex- 
cellency, in which God fhall delight, and God fhall 
be an eternal excellency inwhich they delight, they 
íhall be always keeping that feaft of the Lamb. We 
read of Ahafuerus, he kept a glorious feaft, and the 
glorioufnefs of it is fet forth by the continuance of 
it, Efther 1. 4,5. it is obfervable, the difference be- 
tween the feaft that he made with his Nobles, and 
the feaft that he made with the common people, and 
that may lively fet out the difference of the good- 
nefs of God that he lets.out to his own people, and 
that he lets outto other common people ; he made 
a feaft of a hundred and fourfcore days to his No- 
bles, and but feven days to the common people : 
fowhen God comes to make a feaft of joy to his 
people, it fhall be everlafting. Men in the wae 
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have fome content, but itis but for a little time ; 
but the comfort and joy that is to be between God 
and the Saints in Heaven, isto be eternal, becaufe 
itis fuch a feaft as is made to his Nobles, and to 
fhew the riches of his glorious Kingdom,and the ho- 
nor of his Majefty. 

Secondly, in communion there is a mutual wifh- 
ing and willing of good to one another; now God 


Ze 


thall will all good tothe Saints, and they with all | 


good to God: Itistrue, that God from all eternity 
did will all good unto his people, but here his peo- 
ple are not of a capacity to receive much ; there is a 
great deal of difference in willing and determining 
good to them, before they were in being, or before 
they were capable of receiving this good,and willing 
good to them when they fhall be made veffels fit to 
receive good ; the bodies and fouls either of the 
Saints or the wicked being united after the refurrecti- 
on, they fhall be veffels infinitely enlarged, capable of 


abundantly more then they are here,and then to have 


God will good to them, is far better then to have |“ 


good willed to them here: The men of the world 
would fain have good here, while their hearts are 
narrow; and they cannot receive much from God, 
but the Saints look for good hereafter, when their 
hearts fhall be enlarged ; when as the wicked, when 
their fouls fhall be enlarged, they fhall have nothing 
but mifery. There is a twofold love, when one 
fhall will onely good to himfelf by another, or will 
good to another , now the love of good will is moft 
glorious in God, and it is mutual ; God hall will 
his good to the creature, and the Saints fhall will all 
good to God: What good can they willto God ¢ 
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It is true, there can be no addition to the effen- 
tial goodnefs of God, but they can will that this 
his goodnefs be honored and praifed; and this 
fhall be in the bleffed communion between God 
and his Saints in the mutual working of their 
wills. 

Thirdly, in communion, there is the communica- 
tion of what one have unto another; where there is 
right communion, there is a communication on both 
parts ; ifon receive good, and the other do not labor 
to communicate, it is not communion. Now there 
isa glorious communication on Gods part: Firft, 
immediate : Secondly,full : Thirdly,free : Fourthly, 
everlafting. Firft, immediate; whereas here God 
communicates himielf through creatures or through 
ordinances, there are conduits of conveyance; for 
there is fuch diftance between God andus, that we 
cannot expect that immediate conveyance of Gods 
goodnefs, and of himfelfto us here, as we fhall have 
«in heaven. 

Secondly, the fulnefs of Gods communication : 
Suppofe that God fhould draw out all thar beau- 
ty, fweetnefs , goodnefs, and power that he hath 
communicated in all creatures in the world, and 
bring the quinteffence of all, and communicate that 
unto the foul of one Saint, certainly it would not 
ferve the turn, for the happinefs of one Saint, there 
muft be a greater communication: But conceive, 
if we fee one creature have fo much power in itby 
its influence upon the dunghil, as to produce fuch 
a glorious creature as life, which is the moft glo- 
rious thing that ever God did make. Saint 4w- 
guftine fays, There is more glory in the life of a 


fie, 
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flie, then in the Snnin the Firmament: Now if the 
Sun have fuch power to produce life from a piece of 
dirt, what power fhall the influence of an infinite 
God have upon a glorified foul? No marvel though 
the Scripture fays, That eye hath not feen, neither ear 
hath heard, neither hath it entred into the heart of 
man,to conceive what God hath prepared for them that 
love him. 

Thirdly, itis free, as free as the Sun lets out its 
beams : Itisnatural toa good thing to communi- 
cate, much more for goodnefsit felf: certainly,God 
being goodnefs in the abftract, his communication 
muft needs be free. 

Fourthly, it is everlafting , the letting out of him- 
felfto the Saints, fhall preferve their ftrength, that 
he may let out himfelf unto them; as if there were 
that power infome excellent liquor that is let out 
into a veffel, not onely to fweeten it, but perpetually 
to preferve it, that it may be letting out it {elf into 
it; fo God does everlaftingly in communicating 
himfelf unto his people, preferve them that he may | 
communicate himfelf. And then the Saints of God 
do communicate to God in the fame way that God 
does to them. They are always worfhipping God 
immediately, not through ordinances; as they 
fhall not receive any thing of God through ordi- | 
nances, fo they fhall not worfhip God through 
ordinances; but as they receive immediately, fo 
they fhall worfhip God immediately , and their 
communication fhall be full: but as- they can- 
not will any effential good to God, fo they can- 
not communicate any cflential good, but they shall 
communicate themfelves, and all that they are 
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(Cap.43. | or have to God orif they were able to make a thou- 
fand wozlds, they would make them all for the glo- 
ry of God; but becaufe that is beyond the power 
of any creature, therefore they Communicate them- 
felves, and all that they are, or have, or can do to 
God: asa drop of water is let out into aninfinite 
Ocean, fo they are let out unto God, as into an infi- 
nite Ocean: Andtken the communication is free, 
having the divine nature made perfect in them, that 
do flow to God, when they fee his divine nature : and 
this communication fhall be everlafting, God letting 
out himfelfto them, and they letting out themfelves 
to God: This is the reward of the Righteous, and 
this is that which Mofes had an eye unto, and all’ 
Gods people that have an eye beyond the vail, be-. 
hold it with infinite foul-fatisfaction. 

4. Fourthly, in communion with God, there is a fa- 
miliar converfe between God and the Saints: And 
herein are thefe particulars : 

I» Firft, God manifefting himfelf in a fuitable way 
tothe conditions of his people, fo as it were con- 
defcending to their condition, that though his Ma- 
jefty-be infinite, yet it fhall no way’be a terror unto 
them: Here if a Saint of God fees but an Angel, he 
is amazed, but becaufe God would have his people 
enjoy holy familiarity with himfelf, therefore he 
will maniteft himfelf fo, as though there bean in- 
finite glory, yetthere fhall be no amazement; but 
that they fhallbe able familiarly to converfe with 
him, as.one friend does with another. The Scri- 
pture {peaks of the familiar converfe that God hath 
with his people here, that they are called friends: 
Abraham was called: The friend of God, and:the 

Difciples 
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Difciplés were called’ friends , but. hereafter the | Cap.48. 
friendfhip fhall be much more full and fweet ; Fob 

fhall have his defire, O that the terror of Ged may not 

fall upon me: Here when God fpake by himfelf, 
many of the deareft of his Saints have been afraid ; 

but when.we come to be made partakers of this blef- 

fed Recompence of reward, all fuch fear fhall be 
done away. 

Again, another thing in familiar converfe, isthe} 2, 

mutual opening of rhemfelves one to another; much 

is faid of Gods opening of himfelf to his people 
here, Pfal.o5.14, Prov.3.32. 1 Cor.2.16. Foha 15. 

15. and that is the reafon why they are brought in- 

to the Chamber fpoken of in Caat, 1.4. becaufe their 
fecrets are difcovered, as they faid to the King of 
Pudah, concerning the Prophet, The Prophet that 

ts in Ifrael, does reveal whatfoever thowdoeft in thy 
bed-chamber, becaufe in them Kings reveal their 
fecrets: The myfteries of the Kingdom are reveal- 

ed tothe Saints here, much more in heaven, there 

are many fecret things that God hath to tell his 
people, when they come to have familiarity with 
him. When aman comes to a woman a ftranger, 

he does not tell her his fecrets; but when fhe is mar- 

ryed to him, then he tells- her his fecrets 5. fo-in 
heaven, God will reveal his fecrets, and they 
fhall not onely fee his face, but they fhall fee 
| Gods-heart. ` And they fhall open their hearts to 
God, for they fhall have nothing in their hearts 

that they fhall be afhamed of. As the Sun-flower, 
when the Sun fhines, the flower is open, but when 
the-Sun is down, it~ fhuts: So here when Gods 
_|face fhines, their -hearts are -open: to God, 
Oo 3. but 
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Cap.48.| but often they lofe the fhine of Gods face, 
but in Heaven Gods fhine fhall be always upon 
them, and their hearts fhall always be open to 
God. Je 

3- | Again,in converfe there is difcourfing one with an- 
other, itis much here, 2 Cor. 6.16. I will dwell in 
them, and walk inthem: walks of friends are for 
difcourfe, in Canticles 7.5. The King is held 
ia the Galleries: Galleries are made for con- 
verfe, and walking; fo the Church is compared 
to the Galleries in which Chrift is held: There 
is converfe with God here, but much more in 
Heaven. 

4. | “And then in familiarity there is abundance of 
delight, notonely in one another, but in receiving 
one from another; when men do converfe, they 
delight in being receiving, and being ufeful to 
one onother; fo God will rejoyce in any thing that 
they fhall be able to give him, as they {hall rejoyce 
in what God does givethem. And the ground of 
all, is becaufe they live the fame life of God; as 
now there cannot be a converfe between plants and 
beafts, becaufe they do not live the fame life ; but 
between one beaft and another, there may be con- 
verfe, becaufe they live the fame life; and fo there 
cannot be converfe between beafts and men , be- 
caufe they donot live the fame life; nor between 

God and man, unlefs they live the fame life ; but 
there fhall be a glorious life hereafter, fitting the 
fouls of the Saints for converfe with God : no crea- 
ture is capable of converfe with God, but the ra- 
tional creature, becaufe no creature can live the life 
of God, butthe rational creature: and the i 
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the converfe thatthe Saints have with God, is from |Cap.48. 
the near familiarity that God hath with Chrift. 
| Zh. 13.7. Awake, O Sword, againft my Shep- 
herd , and againft the man that is my fellow, it is 
the voice of God concerning Chrift: now becaufe 
there is this familiarity between Chrift and his Fa- 
ther; thisis the ground why the Father hath fuch a 
{weet familiar converfe with the Saints. And from 
all this communion that is between the Saints of 
God, and God himfelf, hence it is that the Saints 
are carried to God, as the univerfal latitude of good; 
it is as natural for the will to will good in general, as 
it is for the fire to burn, or for the Sun to fhine ; but 
here is the miftake, fome miftake good, they will 
good in general, but they look for good in this crea- 
ture and that creature, orin this luft or chat luft : but 
here is the happinefs of the Saints; as it is natural 
for their wills to will good, foit fhall be as natural 
for their wills to will God as an univer{al good ! 
this is the bleffed communion that the Saints fhall 
have with God, and this is the accomplifhment 
a iffue of all the communion we have with God 
ere. ae 
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and their perfect reftin him, 


their portion, is fr#ition of God, enjoyment 

of God: Gods people fhall not onely be in 

his prefence, and fee him, and have #xiox with him, 

and communion with him,but they fhall have fruition 

and enjoyment of him: The fruition of God con- 
fifts in thefe four things. 

The firftis, The reflect a& of the foul, whereby it 

comes to know what it hath; it hath a God, and it 

knows it, by areflectact,; and upon this itis, that 


Te fifth thing.in the Saints having God to be 


there is no creature can be faid to enjoy a thing pro- 


perly, but the rational creature, the beafts and 
plants have’ many things communicated to them, 
but they have no reflec& aé to know what they have, 
this is proper to the rational creature. If one have 
never {o great a good, if he were ignorant of it, 
and did not know it, he ‘could not.be faid to enjoy 
it: Asonethat hath an inheritance given him; if 
he knows not of it, he is far enough from the en- 
joyment of it. This willadde much to the happi- 


nefs of Gods people, they fhall be filled with hap- |: 


pinefs and glory, filled with God, and they {hall 
know all their happinefs: There are many excellencies 
that other creatures have,but they know not of their 
excellency ; and many of Gods people have abun- 
dance of mercy from God, God communicates 
muchto them here, but they cannot be faid pro- 
perly to enjoy it, becaufe they donot know it; but 

time 


À 


The happinefs of the Saints in their fruition of God, 
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time will come, though God lets out himfelf fully, | Cap.49. 
yet he fhall let out himfelf no further then we fhall 

know him. 

Secondly, there is in fruition the having ufe ofall; | 2. 

if a man be never fo rich, and have never fo great 
poffeffions , if he have not the actual ufe of what [ides 
he hath, he cannot be faid toenjoy them; a man Sara. 
may have right to a thing, and yet for the prefent |tem,babe- 
not enjoy the ule ofit. But now the people of God, te 
as they fhall have God to be their portion, fo they |fructar ad 
fhall enjoy God fully, to have what ufe they will of |iuewndita. 
all the Attributes of God, and all that isin God : Ba sem, 
And this is an infinite good and happinefs to the de Tripl. 
people of God, that they fhall have as much ufe of Ge" Bon. 
Gods infinite wifdom, of the infinite power of God, 

and of the infinite mercy of God as they will; and 

they cannot will it fo foon, but they fhall have it, 

nor fo eafily, as they may enjoy it: Then we do 

enjoy the benefit of friendfhip, when one friend 

fays to another, Make ufe ofall I have as your own, 

‘as you will: So God fhall cometo his people, and 

bid them make.ufe of all his riches, and glory, and 
excellency as they'will: Hence itis, that God is not 

onely the happinefs of his Saints, caufally or effectu- 

ally, butheis formally the happinefs of the Saints : 

He is not-caufally the happinefs of the Saints ; that 

is, Thathe fhould caufe {ome good. to come from 

him tothe Saints ;“ but he is formally the happinefs | 

of thaSaints, < becaufe they have God himfelf to en- 

joy, and have the ufe of himfelf. The Sun is cau-. 

fally ‘great.good’to the ‘world, it caufeth the herbs. 

and plaiits:-to grow; but it is not formally che 
| good ofthe creature: here below: But God ‘is not 
F- onely 
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‘| onely caufually good to the Saints, but formally : 


God is theirs, to be ufed unto the utmoft that they 
are capable of. 

The third thing in fruition,is to have the {weet and 
comfortof all that we do ufe, or elfe we do not en- 
joy that we have. If a man fhould have the ufe of 
his eftate, and meat, and drink, if he have not the 
{weet and:comfort of it, he cannot be faid to enjoy 
its but when the comfort is let out, that the foul is 
fenfible of it, then he may be faid to enjoy it : And 
hence it is that God is faid to give all things to us 
richly toenjoy, 1 Tim.6.17. There is no creature 
can give usto enjoy another; another may give a 
man fuch and fuch things in which may be comfort, 
but he cannot give him comfort in the thing, it muft 
be God that muft give to enjoy; no creature can 
properly give the enjoyment of another , becaufe 
though it gives the thing, it cannot give the comfort 
with it, but God gives the thing, and he gives 
the comfort with it, and fo a man is faid to en- 
joy it. : 

Fourthly, it is fuch anenjoyment, as the having 
of it does perfect that which does enjoy it, and by 
that we fhall underftand the difference between 
other creatures attaining to their end, and the ratio- 
nal creature attaining his end; the other creatures, 
when they attain their end they perifh, fo as they 
cannot be: faid to enjoy their end; the plants and 
beafts that God hath made for the ufe of man, when 
man comes to have the ufe of them, then they come 
to have theirend, but they do not enjoy their end, 
becaufe in having their end, they are deftroyed; but 
the rational creature,when he comes to have his end 
then 
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then he comes to have the higheft perfection; and 
fo he may be {aid to enjoy it, becaufe when he comes 
tohave his end, he is made the more perfect; fo 
take thefe four together, and you may know what 
I mean by fruition of God: and that is the fifth par- 
ticular. 

6. The fixth particular, in having God to be their 
portion, is the Ref that the foul hath in God: The 
term of all motion is reft, every thing that moves, 
moves that it may have reft : Now here in this world 
the creature is altogether in motion, and efpecially 
man, becaufe he is not here in his proper place; eve- 
ry thing moves to its center,till it comes to its place, 
Pfal.38. 10. ~My heart panteths, the word in the 
Original fignifies,fuch a kinde of motion, running up 
and down, as Merchants run up and down, from one 
Countrey to another; and it is ebfervable, there 
is the two laft radical letters double s. and that is to 
note, That it is more then anordinary ftirring and 
motion of the fpirit, becaufe it is not come to its 
reft; but when the foul comes to the term unto 
which it moves, then it comes to have reft. God 
hath let out good things to other creatures, and they 
never return back again directly to him; but the 
good that God lets out to mankinde, and to his peo- 
ple, it returns back again to God: The Saints are 
made by God, and they come and return co the firft 
fountain from whence they came, whereas other 
creatures do not: As the wicked, they come from 
God, but donot return to God again as their reft : 
- | And therefore it isan. expreflion of Feremy, Thofe 
that feek onely after the fatisfying. of their fenfes, 
they go out from God like unto rivers that run Fo 
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Cap.49. the fountain , but there is noregrefs of them, they 
do not return back again; but the godly. come from 
God, and have their returns back again unto God, 
unto their fountain, there to reft, and to have their 
happinels, Pfal.12.9. The wicked walk on every fide; 
the wicked move up and down ina circle, but never 
unto the center, onely keep their round from one 
creature to another, but. never have any direct mo- 
tion unto God, to come to him as their center, and 
fo to finde truc reitin him: Return, O my foul, unto 
thy reft, Pfak. 116.7. The word tranflated Ref, is 
in the plural number, Return, O my foul, unte thy 
refts : God isthe reft of the fouls of the Saints. 
Reftand glory feldom meets in this world; they 
who are in glory have not the quieteft life, and they 
who have moft reft, are furtheft off from being glo- 
rious: Iffachars condition likesfome, Gez. 49. 14. 
Reft was good to him, though under burthens.; and 
if aman will haveaname amongft the great ones of 
the earth, farewel reft; butin heaven reft and glory 
do both happily and perfectly meet together. 

The Rabbies have a note from the name febovah, 
that all the letters of that name are quiefcentes, and 
they fay, There is amyftery in it, to fhew that all 
our reft is in God. Some creatures God hath made 
fo, as.there is no other good they are capable of, but 
to continue in their beings; and therefore they one- 
ly {eek for.their place, and no more, and there they 
reft; as the Fire, and Ays,and the Earth, thefe crea- 
tures have no other good, but to continue in their 
beings: and you fhall obferve, if they be out of 
their places, with what violence will they move to 
their proper. place : Asif there be fire or ayr got in- 
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to the earth, it caufeth earthquakes, it moves there ;Cap.49. 


with that violence,that it fhakes the whole earth,that 
it may come to its proper place, becaufe it hath no 
other good but that. Then I would reafon thus; If 
thofe creatures that have no other good, but onely 
to be in their proper place, if they be out, to get that 
good fhall move with fuch violence;then confidering 
what a good mans foul is capable of, if he have not 
obtained that good, with what violence fhould he 
move? how fhould the kingdom of heaven fuffer vio- 
lence ? how fhould we work toward God, who is 
our proper place and center, in-whom is fo much 
good? Butthere are other creatures. that have an 
higher good then being in their place; as. the plants 
have a Vegetative place; and therefore they grow to 
it,and if they have attained that there, they reft; then 
the fenfitive creature hath an higher good, and that 
moves till it hath got its end; namely, to all things 
that are agreeable to fenfe, and they go no further. 
The rational creature looks to that which is fuitable 
toreafon. And where there is grace, grace looks to 
attain that whichis the proper perfection of the life 


of grace, and there it refts,and never elfe : Therefore |7, 


itis the expreflion of an Ancient: O Lord, thou haft 
made us for thee, and our hearts are unquiet till 
they come to enjoy thee, and when the foul comes 
to reft in God, that is glorious , and that is the 
Saints happinefs to attain the end of their motion, 
and the more glorious is the reft, when the end 
is attained: and the glory of the end may. be dif 
covered much, by the glory of the means 
that tend to it: As if a man will beftow a great 


deal of Coft- and Charges to get his Hee 
then 
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Cap. 49.| then he accounts health worth all thofe charges; and 


the greater charges are laid our for health, argues 
his greater efteem of it, andfoit aman be at great 
charge about a Voyage, it is becaufe he accounts 
much of the excellency of the end of his Voyage : 
andif this be fo, how excellent is the end of Gods 
people, if we confider the moft glorious means that 
are ufed to attain this endand reft? as namely, the 
work of God in fending the fecond perfon in the Tri- 
nity to take mans nature upon him, and all the works 
of God in Eleétion, in Redemption, in Adoption, in 
Juftification, in Sanctification, yea, all the works 
of God in creation, in providence, the defigning the 
Holy Ghoft to that office he is defigned to, and all 
the Ordinances of God; look what precioufnels is 
in all thefe works of God and means, it fets out un- 
to us the precioufnefs,and excellency, and glory that 
there is inthe laft end, whereunto Gods people fhall 
attain, and that reft they fhall have. 

The feventh and laft thing in having God to be 
their portion, is the enjoyment of themfelves in God : 
as they fhallenjoy God, and God in themfelves fo 
they fhall enjoy themfelves z# God, living in God 
continually: the fih does not more truly live in the 
water, and move in the water, then the fouls of the 
Saints fhall live in God, and move in God: Gol. 3. 3. 
Your life is hid with Chrift in God : the life of Saints 
here isan hidden life, andit is hidden in God, but 
then it fhall be a revealed life, and revealed in God, 
and enjoyed in God. Hence is that Phrafe, Erter 
into your mafters joy , that enters not into you, but you 
muft enter inte it: itis your mafters joy, not onely 
that joy that your mafter gives, but the fame joy 

your 
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your mafter hath, that you fhall enter into and live |Cap. 49. 


in. Ic is faid of Saint Foha, in Rev, 1. that he was 
onthe Lords day in the Spirit ; it is not faid that the 
Spirit was inhim, but it is faid, he was in the Spi- 
rit; that was as a beginning of the glorious condi- 
tion of the Saints of God, that they thal! be inthe 
Spiritof God, notonely God in them, but they in 
God, as a drop of waterin the Sea, fwallowed up in 
it. Put adropof wine into the Sea, itis changed 
into the nature of the Sea ; and fo though we can- 
not be changed into the Divine Nature, yet we fhall 
be fwallowed up in God,fo as we fhal not any further 
minde our felves, our own good as a created thing, 
nor our felves as creatures, but altogether God : our 
mindes fhall be fo wholly upon God, as if they were 
wholly emptyed of any created good, and had no- 
thing to do but with an increated good ; it fhall not 
will any thing to it felf, nor to any other creature,but 
all to God, and fo wholly taken upon with God, and 
upon that ground, becaufe they have that likenefs 
unto God, and partake of the Divine Nature : Here 
we do good toothers, becaufe of their likenefs to 
our felvess But the Saints fhall will all good to God, 
not becaufe God is like them, but becaufe they are 
like to God, fothat they fhall love themfelves for 
God. 

There are three degrees of love to God, loving 
of God for our felves, and loving God for bimfelf, 
and loving our {elves for God: the one is but a xa- 
tural love, thefecond isa gracious love, the third is 
a love of the glorified Saints: Firff, tolove God 
for our felves, {oan hypocrite may love God, be- 


caufe he hath gifts and many blefings from aa | 
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Cap. 49.| this is but a natural love. But grace goes further then 
nature, that isto love God for himfelf,; though we 
thould never have any thing, yetif we be gracious, 
we love God for him/felf : but the glorified Saints 
go further then grace, and that is to love them(elves 
for God, whereas heretofore we did onely love God 
for our felves, or for himfelf, now we come to love 
ourfelves for God: and in this kinde of love of 
God, and enjoyment of our felves in him, the foul 
fhall be ravifhed with God, and bein a kinde of ex- 

`| tafie eternally. 

Now there is a twofold extafieone that is through 
the weaknefs of the inferior faculties of the foul; 
when the minde of aman is taken up about an high 
object feriouily, the other faculties being weak they 
fail, and fo men come to be ina trance and extafie , 
many have had great joy, that they have even dyed 

how dif- | with its the heart hath fo dilated it felf, as the vital 
fpirits have flown out. But there is an extafie comes 
from the excellency of the object, that the minde is 
bufied about, but without any wearinefs of any in- 
ferior faculty. If then we put all together, that hath 
been faid about God, and the enjoyment of God, 
and having God to be the portion of the Saints, you 
fee the principal part of Heaven, and the fpiritual 
part of the glory of the Saints. Here is faith called 
for, and why fhould not our faith go beyond reafon 
to rectifie reafon, as reafon rectifies fenfe ¢ thefe 
things be high, and great myfteries. When as rea- 
fon fays,How can thes be ? as when Chrift was {peak- 

‘Jing of the new birth, fays Nicodemus, How can this 

be? let but faith get as far above reafon, as realon 

hath got above fenfe, and we may eafily fee how they 
can be by fenfe. If 
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If amanlook up tothe Firmament, and fee the |Cap.49. 
Suz fhine, he would think it were little bigger then 
| a Bufhel, or the like, now reafon will tell men other- 
wife; reafon that tells men that this creature, that 
appears to be butin this bignefs, itis many hundred 
times bigger then the Earth; now if reafon can 
rectifie fenfe fo far, Why fhould not faith go 
beyond reafon as far? Nowreafon will tell us of 
much happinefs that may be had: Wemay con- 
ceive by reafon, by underftanding , that the ra- 
tional creature is capable of abundance of glory : 
but when you hear things delivered by the word, 
which are more then reafon can conceive, let us get 
faith to rectifie reafon, and we fhall not call thofe 
truths into queftion, and yet’ know that our glory 
will be beyond our faith, as our faith is beyond our 
reafon. 

Here you may fee that.moft people in the world | The grear 
miftake Heaven, and look at Heaven in a fenfual liteaven,& 
maner: when we {peak of Heaven, where have we |whence it 
a man or woman that looks at Heaven, in thefe {pi- £s 
ritual excellencies,about enjoying God in this maner? 

As the fews looked for a carnal -effiah, whofe 

Kingdom fhould be in the earth, and whofe glory 
fhould be external, not confidering the Spiritual 
Kingdom of Chrift: fo moft in the world look 
but for a carnal Heaven: It is a good evidence 
of the truth of grace, if you can look to Heaven 
with arighreye, inaright maner, to look at the 
fpiritual part, and fpiritual excellency in Heaven. 

But that which makes people to call thefe things in 
queftion, is; firft, becaufe they are not acquainted | 
with God, but are fenfual, their hearts are A 
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Cap.49.! quainted with nothing but fenfual and earthly things» 


and therefore their hearts are not raifed to thefe 
things, but they look at them as notions; but that | 
foul that is acquainted with God, and the counfels 
of God, and knows the minde of God, that foul 
can know how to favor thefe things, and know the 
reality of them. Again, another reafon why thefe 
things are above the reach of moft people,is, becaufe 
they’ are not acquainted with the myfteries of the 


| Gofpel and what in them is revealed concerning man- 


kinde: If we were acquainted withthe myfteries of 
the Gofpel, we would not think thefe things ftrange 
that are revealed. Thirdly, becaufe mens hearts are 
not enlarged with Gods image for the prefent, there- 
fore they cannot favor any thing, but that which 
hath fome favor of the creature. Fourthly, becaufe 
they are not acquainted with the fir/t-fruits of Hea- 
ven; whereas thofe that are godly, have före ‘be- 
ginnings of eternal life wrought in them hefé, and 
upon that, thefe things are not fo ftrange to them, 
their hearts can clofe with them,and fuck out abun- 
dance of comfort from them. And thus we have 
finifhed the fourth thing of the reward, namely, To 
have God for their portion. 
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A Cuar. L. 
The Saints happinefs in Communion with Chrift. 


Ns the fifth particular in the reward of the | s 


{ Saints, is the communion that they fhall have 
i with Jefus Chrift, God and Man : there are 
divers things in which the happinefs of the Saints 
confifts in having communion with Chrift, God and 
Man. It was one of Saint Luguftines three withes, 
To fee Chrift in the flefh: It would be a great de- 
light to you to fee Chriftin the flefh. Many make 
much of the Picture of Chrift, and if they had it 
right, chey would make more of it, bur if Chrift 
fhould come to any of your houfes, as he did when 
he lived upon the Earth, in his mean. condition , 
would it not greatly delight you?’ but when we 
come to enjoy communion with Chrift in Heaven , 
| ic will be another maner of communion, then that 
upon Earth: Weaccounted the Apottles bleffed 
men, that lived with Chrift upon the Earth; what 
a bleffed condition will it be, to live with Chrift in 
Heaven ? If there were fuch vertue in Chrift upon 
Earth, that there came fuch vertue from the hem of 
his garments what glory will there bein Chrift, in 
his full glory 2 If Chrift were fo glorious when he 
was in his transfiguration, how glorious is he, be- 
ing glorified before men and Angels eternally in 
Heaven, With the glory that he had with his Father, \tobn 17. 
before the beginning of the World ! If there was fo 
much vertue in thé Apoftles of Chrift, in regard of 
: the reference they had to Chrift, as from the fha- 
dow of Peter,and the Napkins that were taken from 
Pp2 Pauls 
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Cap.50. | Pauls body, there was fuch power as to heal difeafes, 
what vertue muft needs come from Chrift, when we 
fhall come to enjoy him,when we come to fee Chrift 
that was the author of all our good? We read of 
the poor Cripple, when he was healed by the two 
Difciples, he ran and catched hold on them, and was 
loth to go from them, who had been the inftruments 
of fo great good to him; but forthe Saints to come 
and be with Chrift, who hath been the inftrument of 
fo great good to them, as Chrift hath been, what an 
infinite happinefs will this be ¢ we read of many that 
would go long journeys, to fee thofe men that had 
any excellency in them ; as fome would go from the 
utmoft parts of Greece to Rome, to {ee Livie, The- 
miftocles : to fee Chrift then,in whom is fo much ex- 
cellency, will be glorious. And then to have com- 
munion with him: itis he inwhom God the Father 
takes full fatisfaction, furely he muft be the full fa- 
tisfaction of the Saints: this is that which Chrift 
prays for; Firft, he prays for his owa glory, 
and then he prays for the Difciples, and all Be- 
lievers , That they might be with him to fee his 
glory. 

O to fee the Lord Jefus glorified as he fhall be 
glorified, muft be a glorious thing! As to fee his 
glory in regard of the luftre of his Divinity, through 
his humanity; when Chrift pleafed to let out any 
luftre of his Divinity, through his humanity here, 
men were not able to bear it; as thofe that came to 
apprehend him, when he faid, I am he, they fell 
down backward: now in Heaven the luftre of 
Chrifts Divinity, fhall fhine mightily through his 
humanity; fo in him our bodily eyes thall come to 
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fee Godas much as it is poflible for any Creature to 
fee him; becaufe God fhall be let out through the 
humanity of Chrift, as much as it is pofible for the 
Divinity to appear in any corporeal fubftance, or in 
any creature: We fhal fee him with thefe our eyes, as 
Iob fays. We fhall fee how the power of an infinite 
God can convey the luftre of a Deity into a creature. 
Certainly, Angels and men will be continually view- 
ing of Chrift, he thall come to be admired of the 
Saints, he fhall be admired atthe day of Judgement 
in the Saints, but in Heaven they fhall fee fuch excel- 
lency in Chrift, God and Man, asthey fhall be ad- 
miring athim to all eternity, as much as they did 
at the firft moment ; here if we fee any thing that is 
excellent, we admire at firft, but after a whilewwe do 
not fo: but there will be fo much excellency in 
Chrift as we fhall {fo admire at it,to all eternity,as we 


-did at the firft moment ; for there fhall be no abate- 


ment of our being taken with the glory of the fight of 
Chrift. Bleffed are your eyes fays Chrift, that fee thofe 
things you fee, and bleffed are your ears that hear thofe 
things you hear : It isa blefted thing to fee the things 
we may fee heresbut to fee the Divinity fhine through 
the humanity, this will be a great bleffing. 

And we fhall fee him in the glory that the Father 
will put upon him; Certainly, God will put anin- 
finite glory upon his Son, becanfe the Lord was fo 
infinitely well pleafed with the fatisfaction of his 
Son: Becaufe he fubjected himfelf to the death of 
the Crofs, therefore He hath given him a name a- 
bove all names. And we fall fee the glory of Chrift, 
whenall the Angels fhall be worfhipping of -him, 
and all the Saints fhall be finging with Praifes and 
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Cap.50.| HaNalujahstohim. And this hall be the bufinefs in 
Heaven,eternally to be admiring Chrift,and praifing 
God for Chrift. And then we fhall fee him in his glo- 
ry triumphing overall his enemies, in bringing them 
down; and in his glory when he fhall have brought 
to perfection that great work that he did undertake : 
Now to fee Chrift thus glorified, and forus to en- 
joy communion with Chrift thus in his glory, this 
willbe a glorious reward for Gods people. This 
glory of Chrift, will be made the glory of the 
Saints: as a Queen that fees the Prince in his glory, 
fhe delights in it, becaufe itis her glory: and fo the 
Church, when fhe fhall fee Chrift-her husband in his 
glory, fhe fhall rejoyce in it, becaufe fhe looks upon 
itas her own, I {peak of the Triumphant Church : 
The Angels fhall admire at it, O that thefe poor 
worms fhould be raifed from this low eftate to fuch 
a glorious condition ! they pry into the myftery of 
Salvation. Then the love of Chrift thall be en- 
flamed to his people, that love which caufed him to 
plead with God for his people from all eternity, that 
caufed him to undertake this great work for his 
people; from this love, there will be moft glorious 
embracements. If atone falutation of the mother 
of our Lord, Sohn Baptift {prings inthe Womb for 

| joy, how thall the heart of a glorified Saint {pring 
at the glorious embracements of Chrift himfelf,|  » 
when he isin his glory ? And when we fhall be in 
fuch a conditionas we fhall be fitted for commu- 
nion with him , we fhall be able to underftand 
Chrift in another way; we fhall know the hypofta- 
tical union of his two natures, and know Chrift 
fully, and be fitter to entertain the manifeftation of 
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pennies 
his love, whereas here we are not able to entertain | Cap. 52. 


much; Chrift looks through the lattefs , and we 
have but fome few drops of his love, but then when 
his love fhall be enflamed and fully let out, we: hall 
be fitted for it. 

And it fhall be fuch a communion with Chrift, as 
we fhall never leave but follow the Lamb wherefoever 
he goes : There fhall be no moment to all eternity, 
wherein Chrift fhall be out of the fight of fo many 
thoufand thoufands of Saints: And though that 
Textin the Revelations be meant of the Church in 
this world, and the following of Chrift wherefo- 
ever he goeth ere, following of him in the ordi- 
nances; butif it be an happinefs here to follow the 
Lamb wherefoever he goes, much more in heaven: 
-You that are willing to fuffer any thing,to follow the 
Lamb in his ordinances here, know there is enough 
to pay for all, you fhall be always following the 
Lamb in heaven, and you fhall always be in the com- 
pany of Chrift, and this is the fifth particular , 
namely, The communion that the fouls of Gods peo- 
ple fhall have with Chrift. There are yet two things 
to be opened in this branch,to fhew what the recom- 
pence of reward of Gods people is; and they are 
the enjoyment cf communion with the Angels and 
Saints, and the keeping a perpetual Sabbath in 
Heaven. 

The enjoyment of communion with the Angels 
and Saints: The Angels and Saints are joyned to- 
gether under one head; the C4ugels rejoyce here in 
being miniftring [pirits unto the Saints, O what 
rejoycing will there be then in communion with 
them ! the Saints of God fhall enjoy communion 
Pp 4 sill 
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Cap.50. | with the Angels in a familiar way, they fhall be fit- 
ted for communion with God and Chrift himfelf, 
much more fitted for communion with Angels ; yea, 
the Angels fhall account it part of their happinefs 
to have communion with the Saints :. The fight of 
an Angel tous now in the flefh, though he comes 
to bring good tidings, is a great amazement ; but 
then the fight of the Angels thall be no amazement, 
but we fhall look upon them as our fellow creatures, 
to have communion with them, Hed. 12.23. Xe are 
come unto Monat Sion, and tothe City of the living 
God, the heavenly Ferufalem, and tothe company of 
innumerable Angels: This is fpoken of the pri- 
viledge of the Go/pel before by the Law there 
was nothing but terror, that made Mofes to fear 
and quake; now we are not to come to Mount 
Sinai, butto Mount Zion, and unto the City of 
the living God: Before, without Chrift we were va- 
gabonds, wandring up and down in the wildernefs 
of the Word, but by Chrift we are gathered unto 
the City of the living God, and the heavenly Zeru- 
fale, there were nothing but troubles before, but 
now they are gathered to Lerufalem into peace, and 
to an innumerable company of Angels: Before the 
Angels were as Gods Holt, ready to revenge the 
quarrel of God uponus, but now we are come to 
the innumerable company of Angels, who are 
miniftring fpirits to us-here , and we {hall enjoy 
communion with them: The Angels are full of 
wifdom, and therefore when the Scripture would 
fet forth the excellency of wifdom, it fets it forth 
by the wifdom of the Angels. Doctor Taylor the 
Martyr , rejoyced that he came into prifon with 

Matter 
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Matter Bradford, that Aangel Bradford , though 
he was butone that had the Zkenefs of an Angel, 
andin prifon, yethe rejoyced in being with him: 
What rejoycing will there be to be with all the 
Angels that are Angels é#deed, and thatin our Fa- 
thers houfez The way and maner of the converfe 
of Saints with Angels is very obfcure; how fpi- 
rits do converfe one with another, we know but lit- 
tle; we converfe one with another by {peaking there 
can be no fuch way of converfe with Spirits. The 
Schoolmen fay, By the aé& of their wills, they come 
to make known what is in their mindes, but, we fhall 
know more of the maner of converfe with them 


afterwards. 
(pent raed Fi 
The happine(s of enjoying communion with the Saints | 
in glory. 


cellency in the converfe with the Saints, Heb. 

12.23. To the general Affembly, and Church 
of the firft-born, which are written in heaven, ce. 
To enjoy communion with the Saints here is fieet, 
to enjoy communion with all the Saints, with all the 
Patriarchs , Abraham , Ifaac and Iacob, and Mofes, 
and Aaron, and Iofhua, and all the good Prophets, 
and the good Kzmgs, and all Martyrs, and Worthies 
of the Lord : If to have communion with one or two 
be fiveet, then to have communion with all at once 


muft needs be fiveet ; it is worth the enduring much 
to 


Ba is more familiar to us, to know our ex- 
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Cap.51. | to get to heaven, if it were onely to have communi- 


2e 


on with the Saints. 

Secondly, to have communion with none but 
them: to have communion with the Saints is fweer, 
though we are forced to have communion with the 
world, butto have communion with the choiceft of 
Gods fervants,& with none elfe,that is {weet indeed. 

Thirdly, to have communion with them made per- 
fet : The beft now have many weaknefles, and ma- 
ny frampold moods, and offenfive carriages , that 
there muft be a great deal born in communion with 
the beft; but then we fhall be delivered from im- 
perfections, there fhall be no ignorance, but we fhall 
have communion withthofe thatare knowing, and 
perfectly glorified. The life of my Lord fhall be 
bound up inthe bundle of life, it is the bleffing of 
Abigail to David : Now Interpreters expound it 
thus, It isa Metaphor, taken from binding up of 
yong plants that are removed from one place to be 
fetinanother: Now there isa great deal of diffe- 
rence between a bundle of plants laid in the water, 
to preferve them till they be fet inthe garden, and 
thofe plants growing and flourifhing in the garden: 
It isa great bleffing to be bound up amongit Gods 
people here, that are plants that have life ; but we 
are here but as plants, bound up and laid in water, 
referved till we fhallcome tobe planted in Heaven, 
and there to flourifh: There is much difference be- 
tween Gods people, what they are here, and what 
they fhall be in Heaven, as there is between aplant 
that is bound up, and laid inwater to be kept alive, 
and when itis in the Orchard, green and flourifhing, 
and bringing forth fruit. 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, to have communion with them, when |C4p.5t. 
we fhall know one another perfectly: It isanopini-| 4 
on of Thomas, as you heard, That the bodies of the 
Saints fhall be fo tranfparent, that they fhall be able to 
fee through one anothers bodies, as througha glafs : 
Howfoever that be, yet the fouls of one another, and 
the graces, and goodnefs of one another, {hall be 
fully made known to one another: If now we did 
converfe witha company of people, that we knew 
certainly had all true grace, and wereeall elected 
from all eternity, what an admirable comfort would 
thisbe 2 our communion is comfortable , becaufe 
we have fome hopes of their election, and we fee 
fome figns of grace; but if we were certain of 
this, if God fhould {peak from Heaven concerning 
the pooreft member of a Church, and fay, This man, 
or woman, is the man or woman that Ihave had 
thoughts upon from all eternity, and have elected to 
everlafting glory, would we not prize fuch a one, 
and rejoyce to have fuch a one in our families and 
houfes ? Now when we come to Heaven, we thall 
certainly know every one was elected from all eter- 
nity, and fo fhall live with us to eternity ; we thall 
never have any fears or fufpitions of them, left they 
fhould be hypocrites, as there are fears and fufpitions 
given of one another now. 

And then to have communion with them, when] 5. 
there fhall be perfect love and union of heart to one 
another, that one fhall love another as wellas him- 
felf, and rejoyce in the glory and profperity of one 
another, as well as his own: If one have more| - 
glory then another, he that hath leaft glory, shall 
rejoyce in him that hath more glory, as ifit were his 

own, 
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Cap.51-} own, and therefore there fhall not be any want of 
ufi ili | olory to any; fays Anfelm, Every Saint fhall love 
rlufquam | God above himfelf, and love one another as himfelf, 
ipfos, | and God fhall love them all, more then they either 
angum | love themfelves or one another , and he gives the rea- 
feipfos & | fonof it, fays he, They love both themfelves and one 
iain another for God, and by God, and God loves himfelf 
illi feipfos, | and them for himfelf, and by himfelf, and therefore 
gquizilli | as they {hall love God above themfelves, fo they 
ter invi-| Dall love one another like themfelves, and rejoyce 
cm per il-| in the happinefs of another , as in their own hap- 
pinefs: Now what an heaven upon earth is it to 
illos rer | have brethren live together in unity ¢. if it be in fa- 
feipfum, | mily communion, or in Church communion, to have 
nrofol.c. | entire love without any breaches, this isa bleffing ; 
25. but howfoever, while we are in this world, there 
will be breaches, yet there is an heavenly ferufalem 
coming, where we fhall live without breaches. 

And then likewife to have communion one with 
another always in holy exercifes: To have commu- 
nien one with another in our civil converfe, to eat, 
and drink at one anothers tables, and in recreating 
our felves, this is fweet , but communion in holy or- 
dinances, and holy duties, that is fweeteft. Men 
love communion and fociety here, that they may 
play together, and eat and. drink togethers indeed, 
if it beina moderate Chriftian way, there may be 
fome delight init; but know, it is an evident fign 
of a carnal heart, when as thy chief affections fhall 
be let out in the exercifing thy felf that way : If the 
chief joy of your hearts be not in exercifing your 
felves in holy duties, your hearts are carnal: There 
isagreat deal of difference between that day, a 

whic 
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which a company of gracious men have communion |Cap.51. 
with one another in recreating themfelves , and l 
that day wherein they fhall have communion with 

one another in exercifing themfelves in holy ordi- 
nances, in praying together, and hearing the Word 
together ; and therefore examine whether you finde 

a day of communion with Gods people in holy ex- 

ercifes, betterthen a day of communion in outward 
fociety. 

Again, it is {uch a communion as we fhallnever| 7° 
part with, {fuch a communion as we fhall always en- 
joy : Here we have communion, but it is often dark- 
ned, becaufe we are often in our dumps, and many 
times there is an occafion of forrow given; but to 
have communion where there fhall be always joy, 
continual being,at the feaft, the {upper of the Lamb, 
that muft needs bef{weet. Therefore that Text you 
have of LaZarus in Abrahams bofom, fets out the 
continual feaft of the Lamb that the Saints fhall 
have, becaufe that was the maner of the Fews feaft- 
ing, to leanin the bofom of one another ; and there- 
fore Fohn when he fate to eat with Chrift, he leaned 
in his bofom,. noting that the Saints fhall be always 
as the children of the Bride-Chamber: There is a 
queftion made by fome, of the knowing of one ano- 
another in heaven. Itis reported of Luther, the night 
before he dyed, he was reafonable well,and fate with 
his friends at the Table, and the matter of their dif- 
courfe was, Whether they fhould know one another 
in heaven or no, whether the father fhould know the 
hilde,or the childe the father 2; L#ther held it affir- 
matively ; and this was one reafon he gave, As it was 
with Adam, as foonas he faw Eve, he knew what 
Eve 
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Cap.si.! Eve was, not by difcourfe, but by the Spirit of God, 


telling him what fhe was; and fo we being filled 
with the Spirit of God, we fhall come to know one 
another, we fhall fit down with Abraham, Ifaac and 
Iacob , we fhali have communion with them, not one- 
ly as godly men, but as with Abraham, Ifaac and 
Facob and if withthem, why not with others ¢ This 
we have in Scripture, that {piritual relations fhall 
adde much to the glory of the people of God in 
Heaven, though natural relations fhall be taken 
away; as the Father, if he know the childe, there 
fhall not be that natural affeCtion to. the childe as is f 
now; yet the Scripture feems to fpeak of fpiritual 
relations, that they fhall continue even in Heaven 
for the glory of the Saints ; and therefore St. Paul 
fays to the Philippians, Yow are our crown and our re- 
joycing inthe.day of Chrift : It thallbe known, who 
were converted by fuch a Miniftery, and it-thall be a 
crown toa Minifter, that fuch were converted, and 
edified, and built up by him. EN 

But we need not trouble our felves about this 
queftion, becaufe we have one thing that will fa- 
tisfie us,. about’all’ queftions that are not clear ¢Ei- 
ther we fhall have all that happinefs we do think in 
our thoughts, or can think, or elfe we fhall have that 
(we being our'own judges:and.choofers) that fhall be 
as good. or better:-fo that-if a Parent thinks what 
an happinefs ‘were it for me to fee my childe in hea- | 
ven; and the childe ihall think, what an happinefs 
were it for me to fee my Parents in Heaven, you think 
fo here :.. Weguefs at things thus childifhly,but yet 
either this fall be; or that which is as good or bet- 
ter then this.. As fuppofe I fhould think, how we 
| fhoul 


~ onc "u 


Moses his bii. 59I 


fhould I beif fuch a one would give mea filling, | C4P-52- 
if after Icome to know he will give me this, or a 
Twenty fhilling piece, I do not trouble my felf to 

know whether he will give me a fhilling or no. And 

fo much for Communion with the Angels and 

Saints, i 
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The happinefs of Gods people inthe Perpetual Sab- 
bath that they fhalt enjoy. 


Ow the laft thing in the Explication is, to] 7- 
N fhew wherein the happinefs of the Saints : 
confifts, is that Perpetual Sabbath that they 
fhal! keep with God, whereof ths Sabbath is but a 
Type, Heb.4.9. Sabbaths here ate comfortable, and 
we have felt fome {weet and fome comfort in fome 
Sabbaths; but take allthe comfort that ever you 
Had in all the Sabbaths you have had ere, and put 
allinto one, that would be a comfortable Sabbath ; 
but that perpetual Sabbath that fhall be hereafter, 
| will be the accomplifhment of all thofe Sabbaths, 
and that will be fweet. Now I fhall exprefs my j 
felf in thefe fix or feven particulars, to thew the 
happinefs of Gods people in that perpetual ‘Sab- 
bath. ~“ 
Firft, they fhall be exercifedin the higheft em-| 1e 
ployments that any creature can be exercifed in, 
or that they are capable to be exercifed in: The 
happinefS of a’creature confifts much in that which 
it is exercifed in ; as there is a great deal of difference 
between 
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Cap.52. | between the happinefs of a Noble-man in Court, 


Pla14¢0% 


and the happinefs of one thatisemployed onely in 
cleanfing channels, and the meaneft employment 
thatis, becaufe their exercife is different, the one 


is exercifed about bufinefs that concerns a King, and 


a State, and the other is- imployed about mean 
things; therefore according as the exercife is, that 
any Creature is raifed to, fo is the dignity and ex- 
cellency of that creature: Now we are exercifed in 
mean things here, in comparifon of what we fhall 
be hereafter, and yet our bulinefs here in making 
provifion for the flefh, in getting meat, and drink, 
and clothes, and money, is {weet , but though out of 
obedience to God, we ought to go on comforta- 
bly in our callings and places wherein God hath } 
fet us, becaufe God calls us to thefe low mean 
things, yet we are to account them a mean con- 
dition, in regard of that which our natures are ca- 
pableof, itis buta fore travel that is laid upon man, 
and this fhall not fatisfieus, as if we were capable of 
no higher things; but when we fhall be raifed tobe 
bufed about the higheft employments that a created 
fubftance is capable to be bufied about, that muft be 
comfortable; as the Pfalmif {peaks, The high 


| praifes of God fhall be in their mouthes : They fhall ‘ 


be always bufied in the high contemplations of God, 
and of the Trinity; and they fhall be always fiaging 
praifes to God and to him that fits upon the throne and 
toevery Verfe of the Song that they fhall fing to the 
Lamb, there {hall be a Selah put to it ; it muft be glo- 
rious becaule this is the higheft glory that God hath, 
not onely from: his works here, byt from all the 
counfels of his wifdom about the great myftery of 

Redemption, 
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redemption; from all his works in Heaven, and the 
higheft glory, that he hath'from all the communi- 
cations of himfelf.to the Saints in Heaven, in his 
praifes that they fhall be exercifed in: all the happi- 
nefs that we have from God here, isa way of {ubfer- 
viency unto the actual praifing of God ; there what- 
foever God communicates to his creature, the top of 
all is not that the creature fhould have it, but that it 
fhould reflect the praife of all upon God. The end 
of all that God does in the world is his glory that he 
fall have in Heaven, andthe end of all he does.in 
Heaven, is. the actual working of the fouls of his 
Saints upon himéfelf. i 
Secondly, the happinefs of the perpetual Sabbath, 
may be expreffed in this, in that the fouls of Gods 
people hall be-always up,and fit-for thefe high works: 
‘God 'calls us'many:timesto moft'excellent things, 
to be ‘exercifed ‘about himfelfy but our hearts are not 
fit for thefe exercifes ; fometimes we finde our hearts 
enlarged, and when our hearts are up, we take de- 
light in holy exercifes-, but at other times;how hard- 
ly are we drawn to them ? -and we are weary in obe- 
dience, and count ita flavery,thofe exercifes are hea- 
vy to us; but there is a time coming, when our hearts 
fhall be always-up, never to-feek, but fhall be always 
upon the higheft pin enflamed with- heat continu- 
ally: as itis an heavy curfe for a mans heart to be 
fuitable and fitted for temptation, when a- tempta- 
tión fhall come ; foit is a wonderful bleffing to be 
fitted for any holy employment, when we are called 
toit;this there thal be always in the Saints in heaven, 
in keeping this their perpetual Sabbath. It is report 
ed of W4nfelm, as he was walking out of his houfe, 
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-| he faiva bird, chat was Auttering to fly up, and could 
not getup, bir fell down; and looking npon it with- 
ly; he fawaftring'tyed to the leg, anda {tone at the 
ends upon this:his heart broke, and he bemoaned | ~ 
himfelf, This s my condition, fays he, though fome- 
times Iwould fain get up in. holy exercifes with Goa, 
Ovbutthis burthen of fin, and weight of fin, ilike 
aiftone, and preffes me down, when I am got up a little 
way, 1 am pull’d down again, my heart is feldom fitted 
for holy exercifes : Soitis with us ufually, though 
through Gods grace'there are fome wings tomoveup 
alittle, yet this weight and burthen of fins prefles us 
down, and makes us unfit for holy duties; letus go 
humbly a while under that fore burthen,but' know we 
thall be freed from it ere long. ) 
Thirdly the happinefs of the Sabbath confifts in this, 
there thal! be nointermiffion, but they hall continue 
day and night-(though there thal) be no night) then 
we fhall not goto duty and break off again, and go 
agam;and break offagain, no, there {hall be no other 
inployment s;though the duties of Gods’ worfhip 
here be of anexcellentinature,yet we are not to {pend 
allour time in them; butthen there.fhall be nothing | 
elfe to {pend one moment of time into all eternity. 
Fourthly, there fhall be nowearinels,; though we 
dofpend dome time in holy exercifes here, we are 
quickly weary before we have done; Though the fpi- 
vit be willing, the flefh. 1 weak, but when.we fhall 
| have been praifing of God millions of years, we 
fhall be as trefh at the end of them, as at the firft 
| moment; when we are-exercifed in holy duties with 
| others, it is good to,confider of their weaknefs,whe- 
| ther they be able to hold out, and joyn with us fin 
| there 
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‘| there we fhall not need fear wearinefS in our felvesjor |Cap.52+ 


anyoukers. <i; cei lowe d es ere 

_ Again, we fhall fee nothing elfedoneby nobody | 5. 

elfe: Here we get together, and fing, and pray, and 

hear the Word, and this is comfortable ; but we fee 

the Sabbath broken by others, and that damps our 

hearts); but there.is a Sabbath coming fhall be fo 

kept, as we fhall fee none break it, but every one 

we have to deat withal thall keepit: But yet by the 

way, itis better ina place where it is not altogether 

fo well kepr, and is ina rifing way, then ina place 

where it is-better kept for the prefent, but is ina de- 

clining. way; but though it bea grief tous to fee the 

Sabbath broken, yer know, there is a Sabbath 

coming that we fhall keep, and none fhall break it. 
Again, the happinefs of the Sabbath confifts in| 

this, to keep ‘this Sabbath in thefe. high exercifes, F 

when, fo many thoufands fhall.be.yelling.and roar- 

‘ing under the-wrath .of an infinite God; they {hall 

confider, we are now in the prefence of God, keeping 

a Sabbath unto him, as the children of the Bride- 

chamber, finging {ongs of triumph to hin that fits 

-upon the throne for ever , whereas others are caftout 

from God, and are roaring and yelling under the 

burthen of the wrath of an infinite God , and that 

might have been our portion : This addes ta the glo- 

ry of the Saints;and therefore the Scripture hath this 

expreflion, Without fhallbedogs: That exprefiion is 

taken from the maner of the Jews. marriages, ufually 

they were in the night, and the Bridegroom and his 

Bride and their company were. taken in with torches | 

and: delight into the? Bride-chamber., others. vere | / 

without without light; not taken into theehamber: 
nad otal Qq2- fs 
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52+| fo in Heaven, fome fhall be taken to`be'exercifed in 
thefe glorious things, and others are cat -oút : as 
| would it not adde much'to ones ’happinefs, to think 
thus with ones *felf , I'am now going ‘into a place 
where I thall have abundance of mirth and joy with 
my friends, and others inthe mean time‘ lie in the 
cold, ftarving in the: dungeon, and T might have 
been there as wellias'they : ^if a man'fhould go along 
with the Kizg in: triumph}: and becat the right hand 
of the King in glory, and as he goes by,‘‘he thould 
hear a.company of poor wretches out of «dungeon, 
crying, yelling, this fets.out his glory.: fo to bë at 
that tune, thus exercifed.in thofe heavenly employ- 
nients’, when as others fhall be- curfing themfelves, 
and the time that they were born, and blafpheme the 
nameof God» itis acomfort toa company of gra- 
cious hearts when they:are got together im holy exer- 
cifes,to think there are others inthe Tavern,drirtking 
and {willing and blafpheming»: what. difference ‘1s: 
between our condition this day, and their condition? 
this does mightily refrefh ones heart, and enlarge it 
to.praife God forhis. mercy ;:and fo in Heaven the 
Saints fhall know every.inftant when they are: keep-'|! 
ing this Sabbath, others are howling under the.wrath 
of: God; and curfing the time they were born. - ; 
Laftly; this. Sabbath is to be’kept in our. Fathers: 
honfe: we fhallnot-fing the fongs.of Zion ina ftrange 
Land, butin our Fathers houfe.T hofe godly perfons 
inthe times of the Afacoabees, accounted themfelves: 
happy, that they might worfhip and’ ferve God) 
though id the Dens, and:Cavesof the Earth; itwill 
/besmore happinefsito ferve God in: Heaven), and’ i 
in our Fathers. Houfe::: I- remember Fread: of one:}: 
PT > Marcellus, 
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Marcellus a godly man, being caft into a ftinking |C#P-5?- 


place, he did make that his Temple to God, and 
perfumed it with his prayers, and after the Chrifti- 
ans built a Temple in that place; and fo we may 


make a filthy dungeon a Temple ; but if it be com- | 


fortable to be exercifed in holy duties in the moft fil- 
thy and vile places, much more comfortable fhall it 
be when we come to Heaven, in our Fathers houfe.In 
Rev.15 we read of thofe that fung the fong of Mofes, 
they ftood upon the fea of glafs mingled with fire; to 
fing the fong of Mofes, thoughit be upon the fea of 
glafs, this uncertain life of ours full of trouble, it ‘is 
comfortable, but to fing it in our Fathers houfe, will 
be comfortable indeed;though we do meet with trou- 
bles here, yet if we canenjoy the Sabbath, we com- 
fort our felves, but we fhall havea better Sabbath 
then thefe, even a perpetual Sabbath in.our Fathers 
houfe, put thefetogether, and you fhall fee what 
this perpetualSabbath is that Gods people fhall have 
in heaven. Now put all together that we have faid 
negatively, comparatively and pofitively, the per- 
fection of their natures, their bodies, and fouls, and 
whole perfons ; their glory at the day of judgement, 
their poffeffion of heaven, their having God to be 
their portion, their communion with Chrift, their 
communion with the Angels and Saints, and this 
perpetual Sabbath that they fhall keep, and do but 
apprehend what infinite joy muft flow from all thefe ; 
thele are as the feveral ftreams of this Paradife of 
God. In Gew.2. we read of Paradife that God made 
for Adam, and there were four ftreams that were to 
waterit; this Paradife of Heaven have thefe feven 
 {treams to water it, to make the Saints happy; do 
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-| but confider what infinite joy muft flow from all 
thefe put together ; every one does caufe joy, but put 
them all rogether,and the joy that comes from hence 
-{sunts jy | is a moft pure joy, and a moft fperitual joy and a full 
joy, and a divine joy. s 
Firft pure ; that isnot onely free from any mixture 
yfqueadea| OF forrow, but without any thing that fhould fully it, 
without any fin: Here all our pleafures are mixed. 
And fpiritual: If it wereto rejoyce inthe good 
ricitwmgne | that our bodies fhall have, it were admirable joy,but 
| the joy fhall not be fo much in regard of the happi- 
nefs of our bodies, but in regard that God is our por- 


ts interve 
Nite 


2. | tion, it fhall be {piritual, yea, the happinefs of our 
bodies fhall be {piritual and fupernatural. 

a And it fhall be fw: How full muft it needs be, 
they fhall enter into their joy, becaufe the joy can- 
notenter into them: We rejoyce in believing with 
joy unfpeakable and glorious : If the feed time be fo 

po au glorious, how glorious willthe harveft be? fays Cypri- 
fasiabuntur| 47, They [hall not tafte, but they [hall be abundantly fa- 
a_i. tisfied with the fatnefs of thy houfe : The fatnefs of 


Gods houfe in the world does abundantly fatisfie the 
fouls of Gods people, but the fatnefs of Gods houfe | - 
hereafter, how will that fatisfiethem¢ The people 
of God fhal! have fuch objeéts to rejoyce in, asis 
the effential glory of God, and all the glory that is 
put upon him by all his creatures, and all the good 
they have by Gods communication of himfelf to 
them, and all the glory of one another: Look how 
many Saints hall be in heaven, they {hall rejoyce in 
every ones happinefs as in their own ; their own hap- 
pinefs will caufe joy, but fo many Saints as fhall be 
happy, fo many times fhall their joy be double, and 

therefore 
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therefore it muft be full joy: Comfort proceeds |Cap.52. 
from the fuitablenefs between the faculty and the 
objet; now here is the greateft fuitablenefs between 
the faculty and the object that can be,becaufe here is 
not onely good in the Concreat, but goodnefS in the 
Abftract ; and union with goodnefsit felf, is more 
then union with a good thing. Surely the joys of 
heaven muft needs be great, becanfe a little tafte of 
them here that the Martyrs have had, hath made ex- 
quifite tortures, grievous and dreadful pains, not 
onely tolerable, but comfortable. 

And itis Divine joy: It may befaidto be Divine} 4. 
in three refpects : Firft, it comes from God : Second- 
ly, itisé# God: Thirdly, it is w¿th God. Firft, ic} 1. 
comes from God, being caufed by the Spirit of God, 
and that is another maner of joy then the men of the 
world have. Secondly, itis 7 God, rejoycing in| 2. 
God, andthatis other maner of joy then rejoycing 
in meat and drink : Look what difference there is be- 
tween the excellency that is in God, and the excel- 
lency that there is in meat,and drink,and idle {ports, 
fo much difference is between the joy that Gods peo- 
ple have in God, and the joy that wicked men have 
in the creature:And it is divine,in regard thatitisjoy| 3, 
with God, itis the fame joy that God himfelf hath , 
carnal hearts rejoyce one with another in fenfual 
things, but God does not rejoyce in thofe things you 
rejoyce in, but the Saints in heaven fhall be exercifed 
in the fame joy that God himfelf hath,and rejoyce in 
the fame things that God fhall rejoyce in; to have the | 
beams of ourjoy mingle with the beams of Gods joy, 
and fo to have Gods joy and ours put into one, that 
mult needs be admirable joy. Notwithftanding this 

Q4 4 joy 
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Cap.52. | joy of the Saints fhall be thus glorious, yet the ut- 
moft happinefs of man confifts not init ; though joy 
bea neceffary concomitant to mans bleflednefs, yet 

Si deleéts-) mans bleffednefs confifts not init. We do not feck} 

AA the enjoyment of God, that we might delight in this 

ima adtus | enjoyment, but we feck delight in the enjoyment,be- 

{qu elt- | caufe the enjoyment is the greateft good. 


CLUS VG- : i 
luneitisto-| And befices allthis, there are fome circumftances 


rejt q ul-| that ferve to fet out all that I have faid yet further, 
tiiis finisy} , r : m i 

at) and to make the happinefs of Gods people yet more 
Nava obje- glorious. 


Ti volun- twice i 
aeii Firft, it is a prepared happinefs, that happinefs that 
nis, ficu | God hath had his thoughts upon from all eternity, 
Pi and laid the ground of it from all eternity, God 
vifus e 7 . i . 
color ita w| Dath been working from all eternity to provide 
impofsibile| this. 

dquol | Secondly, in that it comes to the people of God, | 


ATLA $ 
vifbile fe | DY fuch a glorious way, as the purchafe of Jefus 


AA Chrift that I have it, and that I have it by fuch a 
Irc, Quid 3 $ a 
e las | glorious way, that will be exceeding comforta 
rect alicu- ble. 

-N Thirdly, that we who are fo vile, and fo wretched, 
ita imei- and fo abominable as we ate in our felves, that we 


bile qi _ | who by nature are but firebrands of hell and fuel for 
eee | eternal wrath, that we fhould be raifed to fuch a 


MN appe- à À ; 
tibile quo:| height of happinefs. 
Bay . . 
| ft] Fourthly,that we are fo few: Not many wife nor rich, 
m ue ; 
Tho.t.2.| Zor noble, but the mean ones of the world, that there 
i; ae fhould be fo many of the world,and the great ones of 
2g ic cund. a 
Aporeherfio fenfitiva non attingit ad communcm rationem boni, (edad aliquod bonnm, 
sarticulare quod eft deletabile, €P ideo fecundum apperitam fenfitivum operatioses [unt 
eropter delcéiationem, fed intelleđus apprehendit univerfalem rationcin boni ad cujus cone 
Gqxutioncm fequitur deleđatio, unae principalis intendit bonum quàm delectationcin. 
Hhom.1.2.q 4. Arrie. cd. 
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the world caft out, anda handful of poor contem- 
ptible people fhould be raifed to this glory, this is a 
mighty aggravation of the happinefs of Gods people. 
Fifthly,that this fhould be a reward for that which 
we owe ina way of obedience, we owe all our fer- 
vices ina way of obedience to God, and we may fay, 
When we have done all, we are unprofitable Servants, 
and that we do, we are bound to do as creatures, and 
yet that God fhould reward that which we owe -to 
him ina way of obedience,this aggravates the happi- 
nefs of the Saints: as ifa Mafter fhould give his Ser- 
vant all his eftace for doing that which he is bound 
todo: We have more then wages here, then how 
much more is that we fhall have hereafter ¢ 
Again, that which God is pleafed to reward, itis 
but poor mixt fervice: take our duties at the beft,they 
are {uch as deferve Hell; there is noone act, but if 
God fhould obferve what is amifs, you deferve to be 
caft from God for ever for it; now when we rather 
deferve that God fhould caft us downto Hell, yet 
that God fhould reward us with all this glory, what 
a glorious thing is this ? 
Again, that the Lord is pleafed tomake this fure 
tous: if God had leftit to uncertainty, and bid- 
den us work, it might be well with us, and may be 
he will think of us, this might have been a comfort 
tous : but that God is pleafed to binde himfelf thus, 
and to make all {fure : Asif a King fhould make his 
Crown & Kingdom {fure to a poor wretch, in the way 
of reward fora poor fervice; fo does God, he makes 
this glory ours by reward, in a way of Covenant and 
Teftament; by Covenant, fuch a Covenant as he does 
not only caufe to be written in his word, but in our 
; hearts, 
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hearts,;& we have witnefs of this in heaven and earth, 
three bear witnefs in heaven, and three in earth , and 
he gives us feals to confirm this Govenant, and he 
confirms it by an Gath, he {wears by himfelf, be- 
caufe there is no greater to fwear by ; and he makes 
irfute by way of Teftament: Covenant we think 
we may break, but that which is given by Teftament, 
and confirmed by the death of the Teftator, that is 
fure, and thus hath God made it fure unto us. 

Again, all things that do befal us inthis world, 
and all the ways of Gods providence, do but rend to 
the furtherance of us toour reward, and to the en- 
creafe of our reward, and that is the wonderful hap- 
pinefs of Gods people, this fhould fweeten all con- 
ditions: If Ibe in a meaner condition then another, 
yet thisis in order to my reward,and thisis more then 
if I had a Kingdom in the world, if it were not in 
order to thar; but whatfoever I have in the world, 
though never fo hard to flefh and blood, it isin order 
to this, this fatisfies. 

Again, this reward is near, we fhall not ftay long 
forit: If God required of us to be burning a thou- 


‘| fand years, and then to have it, we had yet caufeto 
rejoyce; bucit is at hand, and nearer at hand to us 


in this latter age of the world, then to our Fore-fa- 
thers ; God hath but a few things to do in the world, 
to gather buta few more of the Gentiles, and his 
own people the Fews, and to pull down Aatichriff, 
and then all is done: The time ss fhort, fays the Scri- 
pture ; the word that is tranflated fhort,in 1 Cor.7.29. 
isa Metaphor taken from a piece of cloth that is 
rolled up, onely alittle left ar the end; fo God hath 
rolled up all his works, onely he hatha little a 
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the end, and then all this glory fhall appear; the Cap. 52, 


frame of Heaven and earth does but ftand till that 
time, and if that time were come, the frame of Hea- 
ven and earth fhould prefently be diffolved, and the 
ways of Gods providence in this world fhould be at 
an end, the Heavens and earth groan for this time. It 
is faidof Doétor Taylor, when he was near at the 
ftake, he fetch’d a leap, and faid, I have but two 

ilesto my Fathers houfe. We in our way here are 
as Travellers, fome ride it may be alittle fafter, and 
get tothe Inn firft, and then another comes a quar- 
teror half an hour after, but it is but a fhort time in 
comparifon; he hath promifed, and he will come 
quickly, with the glory of his Father, and all the 
glory of Heaven with him. 

And then this fhall be after all our troubles: As 
Painters firft draw all black, and then the other 
beautiful colours; fo all our troubles here are butas 
the black ground-work, to make our glory the more 
beautiful hereafter : To fee land after a long and dan- 
gerous voyage, how joyful is it? As the Trojans, 
after they had been wandring a long time in the Me- 
diterranean and eÆ£gean Seas, as foon as they efpied 
Italy, they cryed out with exulting joys, Italy, Italy , 
how much more the Saints after they have pafled 
this rroublefom world, and come to Heaven, what 
acclamations of joy will the heavens ring of? Hea- 
ven, Heaven, 

Laftly, allthefe things are eternal; this puts an in- 


finitenefs of worth upon every particular : How was, 


Haman puffed up by Efthers inviting of him toone 
Banquet ¢ How fhall the hearts of the Saints be 


‘taken with that eternal Supper of the Lamb ? Obed- 
i Edom 
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Cap.52.] Edom was bleffed in having the Ark but three 
moneths in his houfe, how bleffed they who fhall 
have Gods not onely gracious but glorious prefence 
eternally e And fo I come tothe fourth particular, 
which was propounded in the handling of this point; 
namely, 

4. Wherein lies the power of the confideration of 
the recompence of reward tohelpa manthrough fuf- 
ferings. Much hath been faid, but more may be 
faid, to fhew that there is a mighty power in it to en- 
| able the heart to fuffer any thing for God; it is that 
which hath mightily wrought upon the Saints of 
| God heretofore: Thar is an obfervable place that 
b~ have concerning Chrifts Transfiguration, and 
Chrifts Agony : when he was transfigured upon the 
Mount, and his glory was fhewed, èven a glimpfe of 
the glory of Heaven; Chrift took with him onely 
three Difciples, Peter, fames and Iohn, afterward 
when Chrift was to come to his Agony, when his 

| foul was heavy to death, and he {wear clods of 
~ | blood, he onely took thofe three Difciples that had 
feen him in his glory, to fee him in his fufferings ; to 
fhew, that thofe that know what the glory of Chrift 
means, thofe are the fitteft to joyn with Chrift in his 
Agony, and toendure the greateft fufferings that | 
they can meet withal. See in Daz. 7. there is men- 
tion made of acruel Tyrant that fhould make War 
with the Saints, and fhould perfecute Gods: people, 
that devoured and brake in pieces, yet there were 
fome that fhould bear out all, that fhould have the 
| Kingdom given them, and God fhould reward them 
glorioully; Who are they 2: at the 22 verfe, The 
Saints of the moft high: fo you read it, or, The 
Saints 
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Saints of the higheft, not onely of the highef God, 
burof the bighe/t places, of the higheft things, they 

‘are thofe to whom the’ Kingdom fhall be given, thote 
Saints that'did {eé the moft glorious things of the 
Kingdom of God, they’ had the reward}\ for they: 
held our in fufferings, but others, whofe hearts were 

low inthe carth; they did not-hold our. ., 

© So tHofe that fhould-hold ourin the time of Anti- 

chrijt and fhould'not worfnip the Bea/t, Rev.1 3.67, | 

8. were fuch ‘as divelt<in'-Heaven. , Hen opened’ his | 
mouth in blafphemy againft God, to blafpheme his 
Name, and his Tabernacle, and them that dwelt in 

Heaven ‘in many'places of ‘the Revelations, Heaven 

is tdken forthe Church of ‘God,’ and the People> of 

God; and’ {ò Interpreters také'it here s\ And: it was 

given to him to war withthe Sairits,and to overcome 

| them :-but though ‘he prevailed. againft the Saints-to 

‘Kil'them; ‘yet-he eould fot prevail aeaingt them-hat |: 

dweltin Heaven to worlhip hiin: batallthar dwell |: 
upon the Earth fhall worfhip kim; all that know no | 
higher good then the Earthy, they hall follow Anti- |. 
chrift and worfhip-him.; Here we-fee the reafon why | 

people.will not endure the fufferings inflicted by the |i 

Beaft,but follow the Beaft,& have his mark either up- 
on their foreheads openly, or in their ‘hands fecretly, 
becaufe they do not apprehend the glory of Heaven | 

-butif they can come: to fee thofe glorious things of | 

: Heaven, though AatichrifFdo perfecute themy they | 

would not worfhip hint: ‘in thefe‘latter times of the 

world’Antichrift will prevail toget many to-worthip | 
him,but the fight of thefe-glorious things will-keep us 
we fhall not worfhip‘him.In Rev.12.the Churelrwho 
is compared to's Worran that was cloathed ‘with the 
gall glory 
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glory of the Sun, fhe had the Moon, and all fublunary 
things under her feet : When the foul is feeking after 
the.glory of Heaven and thatisakvays in its.eye,this 
cautes it to have the «A£ oo#, by which is fignified 4# 
things below that are {ubject to changes, under its 
feet. Lread of a Martyr that was whipped, and al- 
moft {courged to death, and then being led to the 
execution, he met with his Mosher, -who ,being a 


godly gracious woman, did. not fall of tearing her f 


hair and tending her-cloathes as other ‘women ufed | 


todo; butcryed, Sov, Remember eternal life, look 
up to Heaven, and fee him that veigas there: Hence 
weke that. baving-aneye to¢he-recompence of reward, 
does make the heart to. choofe the Chaire. of Mofes, 
To fuf èr affliction with the people of God, and te 
efteem thereproach of Chrift greater riches then.the 
treafures of Egypt, youfee there jisa great deal of 


power and efficacy in it; but wherein does this power 
‘epnfift ¢ Indivers particulatse). erson, pref on 
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Wherein the power-and efficacy, of eying the re- 

- compencé of reward confifts. yery 
Irft, there is a great deal of power in looking 
Fess glorious recompence of reward, becaule 
theglory of: this does fo. much darken all the 
glory of the things of the world that we are called 
to part withal when we are called to fuffer any thing: 
Now then the argument lies thus; That, which 
darkens.all the glory of the world, and makes it ap- 
Me; * pear 
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pear to be nothing, that muft needs have a great deal | Cap.5 3. 
of power to enable the heart to part with any thing 
in the world in the caufé of God.: thofe wha bythe | 
eyeof faith are able to behold the reality and cer- 
tainty of thofe glorious things, they look upon all 
things below as poor, mean, flight , contemprible 
things: As-we knowghe glory.of thelight of the 
Suin. darkens the glory of the light of a candle; the 
light of a candle is comfortable in the night, inthe 
dark, but when the light of the S#z rifeth, chat is no- 
thing: Solong asthe metrg.‘Ithe world are in dark: 
nefs, the light and comfertofshe creature i$ a great 
matterto them; but whenyGod lets, the: glory of 
the things of his Kingdom appear to them, then the 
comfort of the creature is nothing. A Glow-worm 
gliftersin the:dark, butiwhen the day. comes, the 
brig henefs-and the gliftering of the: Glow-wormsis: 
hoten : fo allithe brightnefs and gliftering ‘ofthe: 
creature that takes the hearts of men, is- gone when 
‘God lifts up his light upon them, and fhews them the 
‘@reatnefsof. his Kingdom, | 1 


C And the reafon why people.are fo, hardly bronghrl||l2 vir 
3 p “pO ilerclentis 


| to fuffer any thing for God, is becanfethey have fuch lire diari. 
high eftcem of thefe things that which a man hath Jis eximus 
high efteem of, he is loth to partwwithal; but when | Hua 
|-a mans heart is takemfrom them,as there is no longer. hs Heal 
ahigh efteem of them, he 4s willing >to, part wich (ezrin, 
}them. As Saint Pawlfaid, Lam ready not tobobound CE Shio- 
onely, bur alfo to dye for the name of the Lord Fefus z val 1.10. 
his life was not dear to him,: he accounted. it noc | 1? 
| worth the leaft degresiof: glory td God: A gracious 
heart, as-itaccounts noching: low invany duty that 
tends to this glorious reward, {oir accounts nothing 
high 
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is a notable paflage we have of Fofeph to his Father 
Facob, Gen: 45.20. Regard not your ftuff, for the 
good of all the Land of Egypt is yours: It may 
be Fofeph thought his Father Facob might think, 
I have many Goods here, and what, fhall I leave all 
that Ihave here to go to Egypt, into a ftrange coun- 
trey ¢ he might think this might be fome let to his 
Fathers but Jofeph calls itall fuf : you have adeal 
of {tuff and lumber, but let it not grieve you oy 

| 


leave your ftuff and Raber, all the good of the 
Land of Egypt is youts)s'‘So God fays to a gracious 
heart, when it looks upon’ any thing it fhonld, part 
withal, andit is loth to part withit, fays God, Re- 
gard not your ftuff,:and lumber you have here; for 
not the cood of \allthe Land of Egypt.ts. yours, but all 
the good that in Heaven ts yours, and the. good that. 
isin the God of Heaven, and the good that is in Chrift: 
is all yours : ‘Thatfoul that underftands the glory of 
Heaven, and the Intereft that it hath in it, hall hear 
avoyce tellit, That al the goodin Heaven, :and in 
God, andin Chrift, isits own, and therefore ‘he vill, 
not regard any thing here: if we. knew no’ better 
things then thefe, we would be loth to part with 
them; if we had never feen the light of the Suz, we 
would ‘have accounted: the Moon a glorious.,crea- 
ture, and as'a mighty Ornament to Heaven, and to 
. {the world, but when we come to fee the glory of 
the Sun, that is nothing to us in comparifon. Chil- 
dren that are.born ina. dungeon; and know nobet- 
ter things, would be loth to part with that they have | 
|cheres,..but-when they come.to know what is inthe: 
world, then all they had before is nothing to them ;, 
greater | 
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greater glory diminifheth that which is lefs. So that |Cap.53. 


we may apply that the Apoftle fpeaks concerning 
the comparifon of the Gofpel with the Law, to this 
we are {peaking of, 2 Cor. 3.10. That which was 


made glorious, had no glory in this refpect, by rea- į 


fon of the glory that excelleth; though there was 
fome glory in the adminiftration of the Law, yer it 
is no glory in comparifon of that which excelleth: 
So though there may be glory in the outward com- 
forts of the world, yetthereisno glory in compa- 
rifonof that glory which excelleth, in comparifon 
of that glory which hath been opened; and that is 
the firft thing. 

Secondly, asthe glory of the world is darkned by 
having refpect to this glorious recompence of reward, 
fo all the evils of the world are wonderfully leffened : 
You know what the Apoftle fays, in Rom. 8.18. 
That the fufferings of this prefent time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory thatsfhall be revealedin 

jus: As we uk to fay, It is not to be named the fame 
day, not to be reckoned with the glory that fhall be 
revealed in us: A Father upon that place hath a nota- 
ble glofs fays he, Sufferings are not to be compared c> 


looked upon, inrefpect, first of the punifhment that |? 


we have deferved , which ts palfed by, and pardoned; 


and then not tobe compared and reckoned withthe |3 


prefent grace and comfort that Gods people have 
here: But then much lef is to be compared and 
reckoned with the weight of glory thatis to come, 
that is promifed tous. And foin 2 Cor. 4. 17,18. 
While we look at things that are eternal, not tempo- 
ral, the lieht af flection , allis but light, and nothing 
in comparifon: What is it for one to have a rainy 

Rr day, 
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Cap.53-| day, who is going to take poffeflion of a Crown ¢ 


there is no man would be much {fenfible of a little 
cold in his head, if it were uncovered a while to 
havea Crownof gold put on.. I have read of a 
foolifh woman that was afraid her Son fhould get 
cold by putting off his night-cap to have a Crown 
fetupon his head; but no wife man would much 
confider the cold he fhould get in his head upon 
that ground: Great things fivallow up {mall things, 
and great joys will {wallow up fmall evils ; there 
is no comparifon. between the evil we fuffer here, 
and the glory that istocome; What is a drop of 
vinegar put into an Ocean of fivect wine ? itis not 
fo much as taken notice of; here when a manre- 
ceives agreat good, he is not affected with leffer 
evils: Asforexample in Saul, when Sau! had the 
Kingdom, fome did defpife him , 1 Samuel 10.27. 
but Saal held his peace; he was not troubled at 
that, though he was a man afterward froward 
enough ; he thought, this good of the Kingdom is 
enough to take away the apprehenfion of any evil 
in being defpifed ; what though a company of poor 
people defpife me, and {peak againft me when asI 
have the Kingdom, and am anointed of God, and 
have this dignity put upon me? A man that knows 
any thing of his own worth, and that God hath be- 
ftowed much upon him; this takes off any other 
evil, thatappears to be in others prating of him ; 
but now when men do not underftand any great 
good in themfelves, then they account the evil of 
the world defpifing them a great evil: Many men 


judge of themfelves rather by the efteem other 


men have of them, thenby any good they know 
in 
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{in themfelves , and no marvel though thefe men |Cap.53. 

_ |be fo much troubled at other mens defpifing of 
them. If aMerchant have a Ship come home la- 
den with many thoufand pounds worth of rich 
Commodities, though his Servant fhould do fome- 
thing amifs that day, he would not be froward at 
it, but pafs it by, becaufe he hath fuch great pro- 
fit and good coming in; fo the evils of the world 
are nothing in comparifon to that foul that knows 
the great things of the Kingdom of Godto beits 
own. 

Thirdly, there is a mighty deal of power in it; 3 
becaufe this refpe&t unto the recompence of re- 
ward, does fo much take up the faculties of the 
foul, the intention of the minde being taken up 
about fo great an objeét, other things are not 
minded in comparifon; and this is the reafon why 
thofe that are inaphrenfie, areinfenfible of what 
you do unto them; becaufe their mindes are taken 
up about that which they apprehend fo ftrongly, 
as nothing elfe is minded by them; and if there 
was any object made known to take up the minde 
of man, it muft be fuch great things as thefe, 
made certain and real to thefoul by faith. It is 
a property peculiar to God, that though he hath 
many glorious things that he exercifes his wif- 
dom about, yet he does minde the leaft thing, 
the leaft creature inthe world, as muchas if there 
were nothing elfe to minde , but no creature can do 
fo,no creature can minde great things with intention 
of minde, and yet minde inferjor things with any | 
ftrength of intention too, but if he mindes great 
things with intention, other things muft be lightly 
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Moses his Choice. i 


minded. An Ecclefiaftical Hiftorian tells us of the 
Chriftians they did fo minde the glory of God, and 
the glory of Heaven, asthat the pains they fuffered 
were asin the bodies of other men, and not intheir 
own bodies. Itis reported of Archimides, who was 
a great “Mathematician, that when the City was 
taken wherein he was, and the Warlike inftruments 
of death clattering about his ears, and all was ina 
tumult, yet he was fo bufie about drawing his lines, 
that he did not know there was any danger, and 
heard no noife : If fuch objects as thefe can take up 
the intention of the minde, fo as not to minde other 
things, then much more fuch an objec as eternal 
life, and eternal glory and happinefs. And therefore 
that place is very obfervable, in 2 Cor.4.16.We fam 
not in our fufferings, becanfe we look not at things 
that are (een, but at things that are not feen: Weare 
{o intenfe about Heaven, and the glory of God, that 


| we do not give a look at things that are feen. Soin 


Periculs 
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Heb. 11. 15,16. They were not fo much as minde- 
ful of that Countrey from whence they came, be- 
caufe they fought a Countrey that was better, and 
heavenly. Itis a notable expreffion that Bafil hath 
concerning the Martyrs, {ays he, They do not look at 


the danger they arein, but atthe crown: And again 


he fays, They do not look at the officers, and E xecu- 
tioners that are whipping of them, but they look to 


| the Angels that are giving acclamations, and that 
4 are encouraging of them. Asa carnal heart, aman 


that mindes earthly things, his minde is fo taken up 


‘| about them, becaufe they are an object fuirable to 


him, as when all the glory of God,and of Chrift and 
of Heaven is fet before him, he lets it pafs without 
an 
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any minding ; foagracious heart that by faith can 
fee into the reality of the glory of Heaven, and eter- 
nal life {o taken up with them, as not to minde carth- 

ly things ; and that is the third particular. 
Fourthly, the refpect unto the recompence of the 
reward hath a mighty power to carry on the foul in 
away of fuffering, becaufe the foul by this comes to 
fee how infinitely well pleafed God is with it, and 
with that it undertakes for his names fake, in {uffer- 
ing any thing in his caufes; and this does mightily 
prevail with a gracious heart. If God does but give 
his command to do athing, this might be enough to 
fhewGods good pleafure in that action;butwhen with 
command God reveals {uch infinite glorious things 
that he will reward that action withal, this difcovers 
more of theinfinite good pleafure of God ; fo that 
the foul in this does not onely fee its own happinefs, 
but fees the infinite good pleafure of God init, and 
reafons thus, How hath God fet his heart upon me ? 
And what infinite good pleafure is it that he takes, 
in that I poor worm fhall fuffer for his names fake, 
when he does not onely tell me it is according to his 
will, but he hath fuch infinite glorious things to re- 
ward that I do,except his heart were much upon it,& 
taken with it,there would never {uch great and glori- 
ous things have been for the rewarding of it, butin 
that thefe things are fo revealed, and I in fome mea- 
fure fee them, I cannot but think God takes infinite 
delight in thefe fufferings,for his names fake,& God 
forbid that any thing in the world fhould take off my 
heart from that which I fee God ‘takes fuch infinite 
leafure in: when a gracious heart fhall fee God 
ee: forth a crown to fet on his head in {uffering, 
REg it 
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Cap.53. | it fers the foul on fire in fuffering for God ; if thou 
hadft onely given forth thy command, it had been 
enough to make all creatures obedient to thee; but 
that thou fhouldeft manifeft thy felf thus to crown 
them with this glory, and to lay up thefe treafures of 
the riches of thy glory for them, Who would not do 
and fuffer any thing in thy caufe, O bleffed God ! 

5. | The fifth particular,wherein the power of this argu- 
ment confifts, is the abundance of {weert that there is 
in the hope of this reward to fill the heart with joy and 
peace;the more joy and peace the heart is filled with- 
al, the more certainly it is able to do great things.So 
Nehemiah tells the people when he would have them 
rejoyce, The joy ware Lord s your ftrength, Neh. 
8.10. When as the heart is ftrengthned with joy, it 
is able todo mighty thingss now the hope of thefe 
glorious things do mightily fill the heart with joy, 
and fo ftrengthens the heart: A man that hath his 
body ftrong, he can endure cold, and bear great 
burthens thata weak body cannot bear; and nothing 
ftrengthens the heart more then this joy of the Lord, 
where the heart is filled with it. Veffels that are em- 
pty will foon be broke with the heat of the fire which 
they will not be if they be full : this hope of the glo- 
rious reward fills the heart with precious liquor, that 
you may fet it by the fire, and put it into troubles, it 
will not break. Asa Gyant refrefhed with wine,hath 
great {trength to undertake any thing, fo the foul 
that is filled with this comfort of the hope of Hea- 
ven and glory,can go forth as a Gyant refrefhed with 
wine, and make nothing of thofe things that others 

, | make great matters of. When the heart is filled with 
joy & hope of believing, and {o filled with light with- 
in, 
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in, whatfoever darknefs is abroad it cares not. As Oe- | Cap.53. 


colampadius when he wasto dye, and they {poke of 


the light without,fays he,What is the light without ? \Hic fat tu- 


I have light enough within, And {oa gracious heart 
fays, thereis enough within to ftrengthen me, let 


cis: 
Clapping 
his hand 


there be without what there will. When Alexander |upon his 


gave away great things, almoft all he had, one of his 
Officers aked him what he would have left for him- 
felf,fays he, Hope: {o fays a gracious heart,though all 
things be gone, yet it is enough to fill my heart with 
joy,that I have bope of the glory that ts to be reveald. 
A natural chearful fpirit can be able to undergo 
great things, that one that is naturally timorous can- 
nots the Wife man faith, The Spirit of a man fhall fu- 
fisin his infirmities:A man that hath a natural chear- 
ful {pirit, is able to fuftain many infirmities that o- 
thers cannot; As for melancholy fpirits, every thing 
that comes crofs to them is ready to fink them, and 
they cannot undergo thofe troubles which a chear- 
ful {pirit can, becaufe they want the {weetnefs with- 
in, What ftrength is there then in the filling the 
heart with joy in believing of thefe things? Asa 
man that hath his bones filled with marrow, and 
hath abundance of good blood, and freth {pirits 
in his body, he canendure to go with lefs cloathes 
then another, becaufe he is well lined within ; fo it is 
with a heart that hatha great deal of fatand mar- 
row, joy and peace within, though fucha one hath 
not many cloathes , and outward comforts to 
{trengthen him, he will go through troubles well 
enough ; Proverbs 14.14. A good man tis fatisfied 
from himfelf : ` Andit is enough for good men to 
know within themfelves that they have an enduring 
Rr 4 fubftance, 
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fubftance, Heb. 10. 34. A tree that hath a great deal 
of fap within, can bear great weights and burthens 
that others cannot ; and thatis the fifth ground, be- 
caufe the hope of thefe things does fill the heart with 
joy, and fo ftrengthens the heart. | l 


A fixth thing wherein the power of having refpe& 
to the recompence of reward appears, is in that it | - 
hath a great deal of power torefift any temptation 
of Satan, andtoquenchthe fiery darts of Satan. 
In Ephef.6. where the fpiritual armor is {poken of, 
the helmet, the armor that is for the head, and keeps 


| that from being hurt with any ftroke, is the hope 


of falvation, and the hope of glory, fo that what- 
{oever temptations of the Devil comes, by this 
helmet they are kept off, that they do not fo much 
as take the judgement : As we might inftance in the | » 
feveral temptations that the Devil hath to keep one 
from fufferings, as when he comes and fays» Why 
will you undo your felves in [uch a way asthe? Pre- 
fently the hope of falvation is held up, and the foul 
anfwers , Itis fo far from undoing of me, that it 
isthe onely way to provide for my {elf ; He that will 
fave his life fhall lofeit, and he that will lofe his life 
for my fake, fhall faveit. If the Devil comes with | 
this temptation, Surely God does not require [uch 
things of his nae to be brought into fach firaits, | 
and [uffer fuch hardthings: The foul that hath the 
hope of his glory, holds itup, and makes this an- 
fwer,; Why, (eeing the Lord hath laid up fuch glorious 
things hereafter, why fhould I not think that God may 
require hard things forthe prefent? Ifhe comes with 
this temptation, Why will you go on in a fingular way 
from others ? A gracious heart upon this argument, 
anfwers , 
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anfwers , I expect choice and fingular mercies from \Cap.53. 
God, and why fhould I think much to go onina way 
that is fingular ? though others do otherwife, it ma 
be they fhal never be partakers of fuch fingular things. 
If the Devil comes and fay, Surely God does not love 
you, if he did, he would not {uffer fuch great calami- 
ties, and fore troubles to befal you, and if it were his 

© |caufe, he would affift you in it: the foul anfwers, 
Hath the Lord laid up fuch glorious things for me 
hereafter, and [hall I call Gods love in question, be- 
caufe Iam deprived of thefe mean things, and under- 
go fuch afflictions as thefe ? certainly thofe things 
that God hath laid up for me fhall fo uphold my 
heart, as that I fhall never call in queftion Gods love, 
though I fuffer never fo much heres and thatis the 
fixth particular. 

Seventhly, there is a great deal of power in this 
argument to help on the foul inaway of fuffering, 
becanfe by looking at this recompence of reward, the 
foul comes to fee what glorious things fufferings do 
prepare for, haften unto, and work to the encreafe 
of. Firft, what glorious things fufferings prepare 
for: As itis anotable expreffion Mr. Hawks hathin 
a Letter he writ to encourage Mr. Philpot, being caft 
into the aps Cole-houfe, fays he, This Bifhops 
Cole-honfe is but to [cour you, and make you bright, 
and to fit you to be fet up upon the high fhetf, meaning 
Heavens as when you would fet up veflels of brafs, 
Or iron,you firft take cinders or afhes and {cour them, 
and by rubbing them with fuch things, they are fit 
to be fetup ; {0 all fufferings are but the means that 
God ufes to {cour his people to make them bright, to 
fet them up on high, God.will not fet up his fervants 

on 
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-} onthe high fhelf, till firft he hath made them bright, 
and he ufes this way todo it, and then they haften 
to great things, the more one fuffers, the nearer he 
comes to glory, and to Heaven: Let the world do 
the worft it can, it can but take away your eftates, 
and meat, and drink, and put you in the cold, and 
haften death, and the haftening of death is the 
haftening of glory: The greateft fufferings of Gods 
people, are but as the fiery Chariots to carry Gods 
people home in. This was the anfwer of Bafil to the 
Emperors Lientenant, when he threatned death to 
| him, Death isa benefit to me, it will fend me [ooner 
to God, to whom I live, to whom I defire to haften, 
And then they do encreafe glory, itis but a trade of 
lefs things to encreafe greater; all {ufferings are the 
jy. | feeds of glory. 

Eighthly, there isa great deal of power in this 
to carry on the foul ina way of fuffering, becaufe 
it does mightily enflame the foul with love to God, 
and Jefus Chrift; it feeing that the bottom and 
ground of all this glorious recompence of reward 
is in the free and eternal love of God in Jefus Chrift, 
that did work about this before the foundation of 
the world was laid; this does mightily enflame the 
heart with love to God, and therefore it wifhes as 
that Martyr did,O that I had as many lives as I have 
hairs on my headto lay down for Chrift. And it is 
forry that it hath no other opportunity to teftifie its 
love to God, the foul fays, Z have but thes little time 
to teftifie my lovetoGod, and I can but teftifie little 
in doing : O whata happinefs is it, that that which 
I want of teftifying my love in doing, I have itin 
teftifying my love in fuffering ! Shall a dog that 7 

ut 
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but a few crums or bones from his Mafter, be wil- |Cap.53. 
ling to venture his life in defence of his Mafter, and 

fhall not agracious heart, that expects not crums 

and bones, but Crowns, and unconceiveable glory 

in Heaven, be willing to venture life for God in the 
caufeof God ? 

Ninthly, there isa great deal of powerin having| 9. 
re{pect to the recompence of reward to carry on a 
foul in fuffering: becaufe according to the things 
that are apprehended, there ts the like impreffion 
left upon the fpirit: Asa gracious heart apprehend- 
ing holy things is made holy, and apprehending fpi- 
ritual things, is made {piritual , and apprehending 
great things, is made great, there is a holy gracious 
magnanimity put into the heart: A man that is lift 
up on high upon a high Tower, or a high Moun- 
tain, he looks upon things below as little things : 
The apprehenfion of this glory lifts the foul on high, 
and puts an impreffion, of greatnefs and glory up- 
onthe heart, and fo caufeth an heroical fpirit in the 
heart, to look upon all things below as fmall: as 
the Martyrs, though they were weak fpirits by na- 
ture, even women and children, yet apprehending 
fuch great things, they had heroical magnanimious 
fpirits, and looked upon their fufferings as {mall 
things, becaufe they had an impreffion of the object 
they beheld left upon their fpirits, and in fome mea- 
fure were made like it. 

Laftly, there isa mighty deal of power in looking | ro. 
tothe recompence of reward to help in fufferings, 
becaufe it hath much power to cleanfe the heart : 
every one that hath this hope purgeth himfelf, 1 John 
3. And hence the Chriftians in the Primitive times 

were 
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Cap. 53-1 were fo able to fuffer, becaufe they had their hearts 


fo purged by faith, Acts 15.9. Take a man that 
was ftrong, if he have many ill humors in his body, 
all his ftrength is gone, but if the Phifitian gives 
him fomething to purge out his ill humors, though 
hee have no Cordials given him to ftrengthen him, 
yet he is ftrong, and he is ab!e to endure, and to do 
more then before: So thofe fpirits that are full of 
diftempered humors,that are unfound, they can beat 
nothing, undergo no difficulty, but when there is 
any thing to purge the heart and make it clean, then 
it is able to do or fuffer more : fin lies rotting at the 
heart, and by rotting does weaken ; a rotten rag hath 
no ftrength to bear any thing, fo thofe that have 
old fins lie rotting, they can bear nothing : The fpi- 
rit of power, and of a found minde is put together, 
2 Tim. 1.7. nowthe hope of this glorious reward 
purges the heart, and makes it found, and fo carries 
it onin power. Now putall thefe together, and no 
marvel that Mofes by having an eye to the recompence 
of reward could fuffer fo much: many are afraid of 
{uffering hard things in the caufe of Chrift , but you 
fee what will enable you to endure all. Now I fhould 
apply this in many particulars. 

Firft, If there be fuch power in this to help to 
fuffering, then furely there is power in this to help 
to fervice: you that know what thefe things mean, 
be afhamed to complain of any difficulty in any 
fervice. 

Secondly, hence we fee caufe much to blefs God 
that reveals fuch things to us, to carry us through 
fufferings, though godlinefs brings much {uftering, 
yet it brings that which will ftrengthen_againft fuf- 

fering. 


{ 


e a aee o a e eam 


Å- mm = e renn 


Moses his Choice. 619 


fering. Thofe that write the ftories of Egypt, re- \Cap-53- 
port that there is no country in which there are more 
venemous Creatures thenin Egypt; and alfo they 
write, there is no Country hath fo many Anti- 
dotes to help againft poyfon: fo godlinefs brings 
with it many troubles and fufferings, but then god- 
linefs hath muchin it to help againft troubles and 
fufferings. 

Thirdly, hence we come to fee the reafon why 
fo many are overcome ina way of fuffering, and do 
yield, and fo bafely ey ze, rather then they will 
go on in a way of fuffering for God : they have not 
an eye to look up to Heaven, and to fee all the glory 
that is revealed: they do not know within them- 
felves that there are {uch things, as it is faid of thofe 
in Heb. 10. 34. They knew within themfelves what 
they had in Heaven; they look upon thefe things as 
conceits and imaginations. In PAsl, 3.18. the A- 
poftle {peaks of fome that were enemies to the Crofs 
of Chrift, but what were they ? They were men that 
minded earthly things: but fays the Apoftle, ovr 
conver{ation isin Heaven. What was the reafon 
that Demas forfook Paul? Itwas for thes prefent 
world, he was not acquainted with the powers of | 
the world tocome, and therefore he forfook Paul, 
rather then he would fuffer in the caufe of God with 
Paul. Certainly, thofe that fall off inthe time of 
fuffering,are {uch as neverhad a tafte of the powers to 

_| come, or have loft it: this dew.of Heaven hath not 
faln upon their hearts to moiften them, and there- | 
fore every fuffering does fcorch up the root: If the 
root be kept moift, though fcorching heat come, it 
does not dry up the plant, butit is green and flou- 

rifhing 
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Cap.53-] rifhing ftill: It isthe dew of Heaven, the hope of | | 
the glory of Heaven that keeps our root moift, and 
fo we fhall hold ont in the time of fuffering: It is] | 
given as the caule of the feed in the ftony ground not 
come to perfection, Luke8.6. Becaufe it wanted 
moifture,; many froward people in Religion prove 
like the ftony ground, they have not moifture, this : 
dewof Heaven lies not at their hearts: And the rea- 
fon why many do not hold out,is becaufe they want 
-the Anchor of hope: Ina tempeft if there be not 
an Anchor well faftened, the fhip will be carried up- 
on the rocks or the fands : Now Hope is the Anchor 
that muft hold the foul in all affliction, if that hold, 
let ftorms and winds be never fo loud, yet the heart 
will be kept from being fplit upon the rocks, and 
fwallowed up inthe fands: but many have but a pa- 
per Anchor, a conceited hope, not a ftrong hope 
faftned upon the infallibility of God in his word and 
promifes, and therefore they cannot hold out inthe 
time of danger. To conclude all, we fee what will do 
it, what will carry us through fufferings. 

Let us make ufe of this argument, and not look up- 
onthe greatnefs of our fufferings, to think my fuf- 
ferings are greater then others, but rather let us look 

Noli atren| UP OM high to our God, and the greater things that 
derequam | ake prepared forus. As St. Auguftine {peaking to 
pene ba-| a Chriftian that was to fuffer, Do not fo much attend 
beas in fit-| wy hap punifbment thou halt, what hare thou haft inthe 
gclo, fed i ‘ : : 
quem losami Whip, or in correction, but what thou haft in the Te- 
in tetame-| (Lament, in Gods Word, what is revealed there for tby 
ro, Ausall encouragement. And lab have the light withi 
in Puck gemen nd labor to have the light within 
you, or elfe all will never do ; though many things 
have been revealed to your eyes,and fo you may pe 
j ; lig (E 
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light outwardly ; yet if you have not the inward Cap.53: 


light, this outward light will never {trengthen you 
to hold out: And labor for faith to put life in all 
thefe arguments that have been f{poken of; unlefs 
faith come and breathe the breath of life upon them, 
they willall lie dead. Labor that nothing be be- 
tween your eye and Heaven, and if any thing of 
the world, or vain reafonings fhall come between 
youreye and Heaven, labor toremove it, keep all 
clear, that upon the turning of your eye you may 
fee beyond the vail; and be not onely thinking of 
thefe things, and make them lively by faith, but 
let your conver{ation be muchin heaven, fending up 
your {pirits to heaven, and opening your hearts to 
receive the influence of heaven, and then you will 
be able to endure what God calls you to: Who 
knows what God will call usto? Godis ftirring in 
| the world, asif he intended to do fome great things 
in the world, and therefore we had need of ftrong 
arguments to keep our hearts clofe to him, when 
many thoufand hypocrites fhall fall. And thus we 
have finifhed four things in the opening of this 
point : Firft, that there is a reward for Gods people. 
Secondly, how far they may have refpect to this re- 
ward. Thirdly,what the reward is. Fourthly,where- 
in the power of having refpect to this reward lay 
to undergo any fuffering. Now the fifth thing 
that remains, is, the Application of all that hath 
been faid. 

And if there be fuch a glorious reward for the 
people of God, then inthe firft place the offence of 
the crofs is taken away ; let usbe afhamed ever to 
be hindred in the way of God, becaufe of the crofs, 

becaufe 
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Cap.53- | becaufe of any thing we fhall fuffer in the way of 
God, when as there is fuch a glorious reward here- 
Nec ills | after. No ftorm of theraging Sea fhould terrifie us, 
| confidering that everlafting calm that is a coming, 
zideber | fays ferome: Let no man {peak hardly of Gods) ` 
terrere | ways any more. I remember I read of St. Augustine 
ere before his converfion, he faid he was convinced of 
iura mfra the ways of God, but fays he, T did not like to go 
Pia A through thofe ftraits : He found the ways of God 
rranquilli-| difficult, and that he was like to fuffer much, and 
tas -Hicro | that hindred him; and fo it does many, they fee 
‘nexium {traits, they muft deny themfelves, and fuffer hard 
miflam. |things, and upon this they are hindred; but let us 
_| never be hindred more by this, feeing there are fuch 
fire angu- a things revealed of the reward of Gods people 
ereafter: Why fhould we be fo fhy of the way, 
afflictions that lead thither; is not here enough to 
NoluitDe-| pay for alle God will not, fays Lactantius, have the 
ad immor | path that leads to this immortal blefednefs, be adeli- 
talem illam| cate path. Certainly, if any of you fhould be hin- 
ee dred from the ways of God by any hardthip you 
caro itiner| are like to meet withal, how will this confound you, 
pervenites | when God fhall come and fay, Did not I thew unto 
de Officio} you thofe glorious things I intended for my people ¢ 
Deicr9. |and was not all that futhcient to draw your hearts 
over thefe difficulties ¢ i 
In the Primitive times, the offence of the crofs was 
taken away, after once they came to be enlightnedin | © 
{fuch glorious things as thefe ; in Heb. 10.32. Callto 
‘| remembrance the former days, in which after you were 
illuminated, you endured a great fight of afflictions , 
before they were not able to indure that fight of af- 
| fictions, but after they were illuminated they a ; 
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fo howfoever you might have fome hard thoughts of |CP.53- 
the ways of God before, yet now being illuminated, 
having the light of this bleffed cruth of the reward 
that is to come,revealed to you, be willing to endure 
any fight of afflictions ; do not look at this {tumbling 
block,look up to Heaven,and that wil keep you from 
ftumbling. When men walk upon the earth, if they 
look upward,they may {tumble upon ftones & blocks, 
but itis otherwife in our walking in Religion, our 
looking upwards to heaven does keep us from ftum- 
bling: Wifdom is on high ; the way of the righteous 
is a high way, heis lifted above all {tumbling blocks 
by looking at this recompence of reward. St. Paul 
when he had his thoughts about this,fays he, Nezther 
life nor death, principalities nor powers, nor any thing 
Jhould be able to {eparate him from the love of God. 
__ Secondly, if there be-fuch a glorious reward, con- 
fider,that this is a mighty aggravationof the evil of 
fin,that whenGod hath revealed himfelf fo gracious, 
as to lay up fuch glorious things for thofe that walk 
in the way of obedience,for any after this yet to em- 
brace the ways of finsmuft needs aggravate the hor- 
rid and defperate wickednefs of mans heart : There 
is evil enough in fin, though, we fhould.lofe nothing 
by it, that irisa difobedience. to God, a breach of 
the Law,and going againft\the munde of God ; but 
for mento venture upon.the ways of fin, although | 
they know they -fhall lofe fuch an infinite, good as 
this is, here is not onely defperate syickednefs,but de- 
{perate follysitisa-fign that mans heart is defperately 
fet upon fin,that hewil go on in fin, though it be with 
the lofs, of all this glory, and thefe bleffed things. | 
I remember W4imbrofe reports of one Thevtimus, 
Wx ‘Sf that | 
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Cap.s3.. that having a difeafe upon his body,and the Phyfitian 
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told him, Except he did abftain from intemperance, 
drunkennef{s or uncleannefs, he was like to lofe his 
eyes; -his heart was defperately fet upon his fin, that 
he faid, Farewel fweet light then, asif he fhould fay, 
I muft have my pleafure in that fin, if I muft lofemy 
eyes; then farewel eyes, farewel the light-T fuppofe 
there is none of you dare reafon thus defperately, 
when we come to you in the name of God, and {peak 
of fome particular fin that your confciences tell you 
you are guilty of,and profefs unto you as in the name | - 
of God, that that way you take cannot ftand with 
eternal life that you muft eternally perith,and lofe all 
that happinefs that God hath prepared for the Saints, 
perhaps none dare fay, Farewel God and Chrift,and e- 
ternal life and all, muft have my fin: Though youdo, 
not fay fo directly yet if after you have heard all ts, f 
you goon in a finful way,you do in effect fay fo ; for 
the Scripture fays, K#ow you not that no drunkard,nor 
whoremonger,nor covetous nor unclean perfon norex-| 
tortiouer and the like, [hall enter into the Kingdom of 
God: Youknow this,itis not poffible that any fhould 
befo ignorant, but he knows fuch fhall never'enter 
into the Kingdom of God; you going on then in fuch 
a way,you do as it were fay, Farewel God and heaven 


and farewel all that Chrift hath purchafed by his blood, 


rather then Iwill lofe my fin:How-will this confound 


you another day ¢ how will con feience accufe you ? 
when it fhall tell you what you have heard, and what 
you might have had, and you have loft all for your 
luft: God fhall fay, Trevealed tv you what my ways 
and counfels were concerning man, that this was 
the great work and defign, that I intended to make 
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wretched maa happy, to bring vile duff into glory; and Cap. 53, 
was that my great mafter-piece, that I intended no- 
thing in your eyes, but muft it be defpifed for the fatif- 
fring of your lufts? Chrift thall plead againft you, Wes 
I content to leave the bofom of my Father, and to be in 
the form of a fervant and to be made acurfe, & to lofe 
my precious blood, cr my life to purchafe glory for man, 
and muft this be flighted for your bafe lufts? How will 
the Spirit of God plead againft you? What was not I 
inthe mouth of my Minifters to reveal thefe glorious 
things, and deep things of God, that now in the Gofpel 
are made known and muft all that work of mine be neg- 
lected and flighted for your bafe lufts ? Yea,how may 
all the creatures inthe earth come to-plead againft 
you? Lord, thou didji not make us capable of any fuch 
happinefs as thou didft the children of men and yet we 
did honor and ferve thee in our order, but thou madeft 
this creature capable of eternal happinefs, and yet all 
is defpifed for the fatisfying of their bafe lufts. Yea, 
how may the Devils come and plead againft thee ¢ 
Lord, when we were once fallen, thou wouldft never 
enter into covenant with us, to give ws any hope of 
any mercy at all, much lefs hope to receive any fuch 
great things ; there was hope for thefe wretched crea- 
tures to be eternally happy, and yet they neglected all 
for their lufts, therefore fhal their punifbment be no 
more then ours? {hall their fire be no hotter then ours? 
Thefe things that I have delivered,though they be 
comfortable to the people of God, they will be ter- 
rible things to the wicked, and will be a dreadful ag- 
gravation to fin, as Heb. 10.29. Of how much forer 
punifbment do you think thofe worthy of, that in neg- |, 
lect of thefethings do eventread under foot the her | 
Die 0 
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Cap. 53+1 of the Son of God, as cap.2,3: How fhall we efcape if 


we neglect fo great falvation? If the falvation that wè 
{peak of were not great falvation,it would not deferve 
{uch great punifhment for the neglect of it: See how 
great the ‘mercy of God is in revealing {uch great 
falvation, fo great fhall the punifhment be’of thofe 
that-neglect fuch great falvation: We ufe to fay to 
fome that will be bold to venture upon fuch ways as 
others will not, They may fay and do what ‘they will, 
they have nothing to lofe,but if a man have any thing: 
to lofe he is more wary, it is true,if we had nothing to 
Jofe, it were not fo much for us to go on boldly and 
carelefly inour way, but know we are capable of a- 
bundance of glory, that we aré in danger to lofe if we 
go on carclefly : Confider what you are like to lofe, 
and let that raife your heart againft the ways of fin, 
nothing can make it up. For one to do any thing that 
fhall prejudice the right to a Crown,this is counted a 
great Offence, and is not paft by without blood: Sin 
{feeks to deprive us of a Crown, of Heaven,of immor- 
tality ; O the mifchief that is in fin ! let our hearts rife 
againft it with hatred to death : when any temptation 
comes, let us ufe this argument asa help to anfwer 
temptation, O in this temptation there is thar will de- 
prive me of all my hope of heaven, & of glory,and of 
my crown, and of all my good, if I take not heed; and 
therefore vow fhal I finewill any fin do you that good 
as will countervail the cutting-you off the hope of 


all this glory ¢ will it make you amends for this evil ¢ 


If aman might havea whole world given him for 
to lofe his eyes, no wife man would lofe the benefit 
of his fight forthe whole world ; wilt thou venture 
the lofs of the fight of God, and.of Chrift, and E 
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all communion to be had with them fora luft, and |Cap.53. 
for a bafe pleafure ¢ ‘what worth is in it to make thee 
fo venturous ? When a temptation to fin comes, 
make ule of this argument, as Saul did to his men, 
What, can the fon of Fefe give you vineyards, and 
oliveyards ? So youmay fay to every temptation, 
to the ways of fin, What, can my fin give me Hea- 
ven, and glory, and immortality ? can my fin re- 
ward me as God will reward me if I walk in his way ? 
If a Chapman fhould come to you who are Mer- 
chants, and offer you for a commodity twenty times 
lefs then it is worth, your hearts will rife againft 
him, in difdain and contempt of him : Now when fin 
comes to offer any pleafure or content tothe flefh, 
let your hearts rifein difdain againft it, it offers you 
infinitely to your lofs, bafe momentary pleafure for 
Heaven, ‘and all the glory that hath been opened to 
you. As one faid when a Harlot askt'a great price 
for pleafure with her one night, 7 will not buy repen- 
tance at fucha rate : And {o when fin comes, fay, T 
will not buy pleafure at fuch arate. It was an agera- 
vation of the fin of Tfrael that they would return into 
Egypt, becauife the Land of Canaan was fo good a 
Land, So it argues bafe hearts in people to defpife all 
that is in Heaven, and the glory of it for to turn to 
Egypt, to fome bafelutt. A ANG fame TR 
Thirdly, if there be fuch a glorious reward for the 
Saints; this rebukes all bafe worldly droffie fpirits, 
that feek for no higher good then meerly to enjoy the 
ufe-and comforts of the’creature J and content to: 
their Alef for a while : -How ‘many are there in the | 
world that would blefs themfelves in thefe'things ¢ |. 
Might I have but fuch an eftate,and fuch contentinthe | 
| S 397 n q 
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of this world hath blinded thine eyes, that thou 
fhouldft not fee into, the glorious things of eternal 
life that are in the Gofpel, and in the Word :. How 
many would frame ta themfelves a kinde of Hea- 
ven here, an imaginary-Heaven¢’ As I have read of 
a King of Perfia, that he would have an imaginary 
Heaven, and therefore he made a brave Palace, and 
inthe top he made the heavens, and painted Sua, 
Moon and Stars, and underneath Clouds, that with 
Art-moved up and down, and diftilled rain, and 
made thunder, and. he had a brave Throne glifter- 
ing above. thofe clouds, this might be fufficient for 


aHeathens and yet how many Chriftians are guilty, 


of this, to imagine Heaven to themfelves ¢ It they 
had but this and thes, that were Heaven. Certainly. 
thou wilt finde the lofs of thefe things a hell, if there 

were 
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were no pain ; but know, thou canft not lofe Heaven; 
but thou muft of neceffity be plunged into hell ; you 
cannot lofe all this glory, but you muft of neceffitry 
be under that mifery which is contrary to this gloty ; 
whofoever lofes the onc, though that be ‘ill énotgh, 
he muft be under the mifery of the éther. 

And know, whatfoever thy heart is fet upon inthis 
world, if it be not in order to this reward, it is curfed 
to thee, for the bleffing of all comfort does confift 
in order to this laft end. »..O that men were throughly 
principled in this one principle , namely , Thar the 
good of all things in the world’; confifts in the fubor- 
dination they have unto the higheft and faft end for 
which they were made: Now whatfoever'a man 
hath, if there benot a fubordination of it unto the 
laft end, it is all curfed: O know thy folly, that 


haft fought to fatisfie thy felf in the things of the | 


world ! Know thy folly, that thou haft in this, like a 


Swine fought ro take contentment in fivill and husks, | 


when as you hear. there is bread enough in your Fa- 
thers houfe, Mark what the Pfalmift fays in P/al.4.3. 


How long will you tura my glory into fhame? how | 
long will you love vanity and feck after lyes? By 


your loving vanity, and feeking after lyes, you turn 
the glory of God into fhame, fo all carnal hearts 
that feck for their-portionin thisworld, puta fhame 
upon all that glory that God hath opened to you in 
this recompence'of reward : O be not guilty of this, 
when as you have heard of thefe glorious things iz 
the recompence of reward, do not you caft fhame 
and filth upon them; aS if they were all imaginati; 


ons.. Know thofé things rhat you'efteem to be real’ 


and {ubftantial, are vanities and imaginations, and'all 
Sf{4 fubftances 


The good 
of all 
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Cap.53. | fubftances and realitiesare in this recompence of 


Ufe 4. 


reward. ` 

Fourthly, if there be fuch a glorious recompence 
of reward for the Saints, thofe alfo are to be rebuked 
who {eem to go onin thofe ways that might.bring 
this reward, ‘and, yet through the wickednefs of 
their hearts do deprive themfelves of this reward, 
and thefe are hypocrites. There are three forts of 
thefe : r r i 

Firft, fuch aş though:they go on in the hearts 
fame ways that Gods people go in, yet there are 
fo bafe and vile therein, as they feek no. greater 
things in them then their own bafe ends, and fo 
lofe all. ' 

-© Secondly , fuch as goon in. the ways that tend 
tothisreward, and yet perifh at laft for fome one 
bafe luft. 

_ Thirdly, fuch as go onin thofe ways, and are in a 
good forwardnefs, and yet prove to be Apo- 
ftates, and {o lofe all their labor, and all their re- 
ward. 

Firft, fuch as go onin the ways that lead to this 
reward, the ways of Religion and godlinefs , they 
do the fame things that Gods people do for this 
reward, but onely this, their ends are different ; they 
pray as much, hear as much, and receive Sacra- 
ments, make a great profeffion in Religion , and 
their hearts feem to be mightily up in duty ; yea, per- 
haps they fuffer muchin the ways of God, and are 
refolutein the ways of godlinefs, and yet lofe all in 
the conclufion upon this ground, becaufe though 
they be in the: ways that lead to this reward,. yet 
their ends are fo bafe and low, they do not look. H 
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the glorious reward in thefe actions, but look at fome \CaP.53. 


under thing ; asto give content to men, and ap- 
plaufe of men, and to be accounted fome body in 
the place where they live, and to gain fome outward 
refpect from fuch and fuch, and thisisthe higheft 
pitch their hearts rife unto inthe duties of Religi- 
on: Ifever there were any fortifh defperate delufion 
of heart, this is it, to undertake to do that which o- 
thers do,that come to enjoy all this glorious reward, 
and though you doas much as they, and take as 
much pains as they, yet you inthe conclufion mifs 
of all, and lofe all upon your bafe ends: you fol- 
low Chrift as others do, but a gracious heart fol- 
lows Chrift for Chrift, but you follow him only that 
your own mindes and wills may be fatisfied, it may 
be you know not howto live: and this is that you 
aymat in following Chrift, and in prayer, and in 
{peaking of good things, all that you aym ar, is that 
you may be accounted thofe that have parts and 
gifts; andin giving of alms, you onely look upon 
{ome low and bafe ends which yon fhall attain, and 
this is like to be all your reward, fo fays Chrift, Io 


to you hypocrites, you have your reward: And wo 


indeed when this thall be faid, You are forward in 
Religion, to gain to your {elves fuch bafe things, 
youfhall have them, fays God, and this is all the 
reward you thall have. O be athamed and con- 
founded in your own hearts, that you fhould per- 
formthe duties of Religion, and take fuch pains 
in the ways of God, that do lead to: fuch glori- 
ous things, and yet your ends are fo low; by having 
fuch low ends in religious duties, you make Earth 
your throne, and Heaven your footftool, whereas 

God 
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Cap.53-| God fays, Heaven is my Throne, and Earth is my 
footstool; Why fhould you be fo crofs to God in the 
foolifh ways of your vile hearts ¢ 
Narural | Some there are that perform thefe duties to fatisfie 
confcience| gatural confcience, and fo they may be unfound, and 
i ° | their confciences not accufe them; but thefe hypo- 
critesare the bafeftthat can be, their confciences 
cannot but accufe them,that they undertake the ways 
of Religion, to employ them for no more then for 
the attaining {uch lowends. Yea, many that are 
now in Heaven, and have this glorious reward, did 
not finde fo much difficulty in the ways of Religion | 
las many Hypocrites do. There are three Reafons 
for it. 
 Firft, that they dois by their own ftrengrh, and 
when one comes to perform the duties of Religion 
by his own ftrength, they are hard to him; a gra- 
cious heart hath ftrength from Heaven, and from 
Chrift; now when a man hath received ftrength, he 
can do that with eafe that was difficult before: A 
man that hath a bafe unclean heart, the ways of Re- 
ligion muft be tedious to {fuch a one; as amans: bo- 
dy being corrupted,whatfoever he does is.tedious to 
him, if he were found it would not be fo tedious; and 
fo the ways of Religion are tedious to an hypocrite, 
becaufe he does all in his-own ftrength, and his foul 
is corrupted. E: ; 

Befides, the ways of Religion arenot fuitable to 
his principles,but he is fain to force himfelf to them, 
and all forced. things are tedious, but a gracious 
heart goes on inthe ways of Religion as fuitable to 
his principles.. Ai 

Befides, an Hypocrite hath not thofe aeg » | 
thofe 
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thofe that are gracious have in their ways, they have 
the affurance of Gods acceptance, and the light 
of God fhining upon them, which Hypocrites have 
not; fo that the ways of God are more difficult 
to Hypocrites, then to the godly; and yer they 
get nothing by them but fome bale ends, and the 

odly that do not endure fo much difficulty, get 
Pee and immortality, and a Crown of glory, 
and all becaufe their ends are different: O be fure 
your ends be right, you feewhat vaft difference mens 
ends may make! 

Asif two fhould goto fea, it may be they go out 
both together and one endures as much tempeft and 
ftorm as the other, and they are at the like charge, 
perhaps yet the one comes home richly laden, and 
the other brings nothing but Cockle fhells, anda 
little ctavel,when he that brought home the Cockle 


fhells and the gravel, hall fee the difference between 
him and the other, when as they were at like charge, 
and endured the fame difficulty, how will he be a- 
fhamed ¢ This isthe difference betweena gracious 
heart and an hypocrite, both go out in Religion, the 
one makes as much ftir asthe other, and fuffers as 
much difgrace and contempt as the other, the one 
enjoys all the riches of the Kingdom of God ; the 
| other,\vhat does all his profeffion come to ¢ he gains 
alittle refpect from fome, that this body or that bo- 
dy fays, He ts aman of good parts, and here is all. 
O-miferable voyage that {uch as thefe are have made, 
when all their profeffion comes but tothis! Yea, it 
may.be they do not fo much as gain refpe& from 
thofe that are wife and judicious, but onely from a 
company of pratlers, that will {peak well of you 


when | 
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Cap.53-| when you pleafethem, and when you do not pleafe 
them, they will {peak as ill of you: like a great 
blaze that a little fire will make in ftraw for the pre- 
fent, and when it is paft, you fee nothing buta few 
black afhes ; fo many Profeflors make a great blaze, 
and a great noife and fhew,and all that it comes to, is, 
that they get a little efteem in the world; or likeKites 
they will flutter up alittle, but their eye is upon the 
carrion; fo many feem to be above inthe ayr in the 
profeffion of Religion, ahd yet their eyes are upon 
the carrion, they make things below their aym. - 

- What difhonor is this unto the ways of godlinefs? 
thofe ways that are the moft precious things in the 
world, all the world is nothing to the profeffion of 
godlinefs ; and thofe ways that God hath appointed 
to lead to {uch glorious things as thefe are, how are 
they vilified and abafed ? you do not onely vilifie 
your felves, but you vilifie Gods ways, when as they 
tend to fuch a glorious end,you put them under your 
bafe ends : If a man were a Nobleman by birth, 
what greater difhonor could be done to him, then to 
make him ferviceable toa drudge? So the ways of 
God that are fo glorious, to make them ferviceable 
to your bafe ends, what difhonor is put upon the ways 
of God in this? Certainly God cannot take it well 
at your hands; to make the meaneft creature of God, 
our own civil actions ferviceabie to our lufts, isa 
great fin, butto make Prayer, and the Word, and 
the Sacraments, and the ways of godlinefs to be fer- 
viceable to our lufts, this is moft horrible impiety. 
‘Again, how do you pollute that which is holy? The 
way of God isa holy thing, and take heed of pol- 
peek of it, by having fuch low ends init. Again, 
; contider 
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confider how you do take the name of God in vain , \Cap.53. 
thename of God is in the ways of Religion, and 

for you to have no higher ends in Religion, but fuch 

bale ones, you take Gods name ¿z vain,.and God |: 

will not hold you guiltlefs. 

Thefe two men, 4 gracious heart, anda hypocrite, 
may be compared to two men that follow the King, 
one that follows the King for fome Dukedom, and 
place of Office, to obtain. fome great thing from 
the King; anda begger that knows not the King, 
but runs after him for analms, and if he may have 
fix pence ora fhilling, he gocs away quieted : So in 
the ways of Religion, both feem to follow God, a 
gracious heart follows God, and knows what God 
is, he knows that God isa bleffed God, a glorious 
God, and that there are wonderful great and glori- 
ous things tobe communicated from God to the 
fouls of his people, and therefore he follows God 
for great things, for heaven, and eternity,and glory, 
and immortality; an hypocrite, he knows little of 
God, and he follows God that he may have a little 
credit and content for.a while,and he looks no high- 
er: O bafe ignoble fpirits, that have no higher 
thoughts in the ways of God! though we muft take 
heed of high thoughts of our felves, yet in the ways 
of God we muft lift up our felves, and have high 
thoughts,and high ayms. O what difference is there 
between an hypocrite and a true gracious heart! A 
gracious heart hath high ends forGod in the meanéft 
actions, in eating ;and drinking and an hypocrite hath 
low ends in his higheft ations, in the moft folemn 
duties of divine worfhip. 

Secondly, thofe hypocrites are to be "aE af 

that 
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Cap.53.| that go on fairly inthe profeflion of Religion, ‘and 
make confcience of fecret fins, and not onely in 
fhews, but really are efcaped many pollutions of 
| the world,and yet at laft lofe all for cleaving to fome 
one fin: but there isa great deal of difference be- | 
tween a real efcaping, and true fanctifying efcaping ; | 
many may really forfake many pollutions, and ma- 
ny fins, and yet at laft lofe all this reward for clofing 
with fome fecret fin. O take heed left this be any 
of your portions, you have been vile, and you have 
reformed your ways inmany things, and are not 
guilty of {uch and fuch fins as you were before, but 
look to your felves that you do not lofe all this re- 
ward for fome one fin at laft : let them do. what they 
will in profeffion, if their hearts do not come off 
from every fin, icisall nothing ; not but that there 
may be fome remainders. of fin, and yet the heart 
be taken off from every fin ; ‘butif there be any fe- |. 
cret clofing with any fin, all your profeffion, and 
the leaving of all the other is to no purpofe, it will 
never bring youto this reward: As fuppofe a wife 
fhould be very ferviceable to her husband in many 
things, and forfake many lovers, yetif fhe entertain 
but any one lover befides her husband; her husband 
does not care forall her fervice and refpect ; and fo 
itis with thofe that make profeffion: Look that 
there be no one fecret finlodge in your hearts, if there 
be you will lofe all. It wasa vexation to Lyfima- 
chus a King, that his ftaying to drink ome draught 
of water, loft him his Kingdom: And fo it will 
be a vexation to.any that have gone on in the 
ways of godlinefs, that he hath loft Heaven for 
rn fin. 
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It was a grievous affliction upon Mofes, that he |Cap.53. 
came towards Canaan within the fight of it, and yet 
for one fin, not fanctifying Gods name at the water 
of cAteribah, he was deprived of it, it went to his 
heart, and fo it will be a grievous thing when you 
fhall come towards Heaven, and for one fin, not 
fanctifying Gods name as you ought, you {hall be 
deprived of heavenly Canaan. Many Prodigals have 
ananheritance, and at one caft of the Dice lofe it; 
to lofe this Inheritance at one caft, is a grievous 
thing. Aman may {cape many wounds, and fhots 
inthe Wars, and yet may be killed at laft with the 
wound of a Pen-knife, or the wound of a pin or 
needle: fo many that have efcaped many grofs fins, 
may by fome little fecret luft be deprived of the glory 
of heaven. Youthat are going on inthis way, that 
tend'to the reward, take heed you do not lofe all for 
fome one fin. l 

Thirdly, thofe that apoftatize are to berebuked;| 3. 
Apoftates go far, and lofe all this reward, becaufe 
they do not endure to the end, but go back and de- 
| cline: Youwere once ina bleffed way, and had aj 
bleffed gale, and you were going on apace to hea- 
ven, and now you are turned back again; O what 
have you done! itmay be you were near your end, 
as Chrift faid tothe yong man, He ss not far from 
the Kingdom of Heaven : as the Ifraelites were with- 
in a few days journey of Canaan, and yet loft it, fo 
many, though they be near in their profeflion, and 
have had asit were the tafte of heaven, yet turning | 
back again, they lofe all. “Asif aman were going | 
a rich Voyage,.and juftas he was entring into the 
Haven, there fhould come aguft of wind and aam 
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Cap.53.| him home again, how does it grieve him’ I was 


Ufes. 


juft atthe Haven, andif I had entred I had been 
enriched for ever: So many have gone on in the 
profeffion of Religion, if they had continued, who 
knows but that they might have had all this reward? 
but for want of continuance they have loft all, and 
they are come fhortof the glory of God. We may 
fay to them, as the Angel faid to Hagar; Hagar, from 
whence comet thou, and whither goeft thou? Soit 
may be faid to an Apoftata, Poor creature, from 
whence comeft thou,and whither goeft thou ? Thou |. 
comeft from heaven and eternal life, and thouart 
going to hell and eternal death. You know.how 
earneft the Apoftle was with the *Gadtians, when 
they had once received the faith, and drew back a- 
gain, fays he, Who hath bewitched you ? Was there 
ever fuch wickednefS like this ? to receive that faith 
that brings fuch happinefs, and after you havere- 
ceived it to turn back again ; Who hath bewitched 
you? And this is the fourth Ufe. 

Fifthly, if there be {uch a glorious recompence of 
reward tor the people of God ; this fhould then en- 
courage fuch as are looking towards, and fuch.as are 
walking in the ways of God. ` 

Firft, it may encourage to begin betimes in Gods 
ways: Itis your wifdom to begin to work at the firft 

| hour, feeing God will reward fo richly. Ifyou were 
to work for another, and you knew he would give 
you a great fum of money for every hour you 
wrought, you would be fure to be. betimes at work 
thatday: You that are yong, you are deferring, 
and putting off your repentance ; what a fottifh de- 
lufionis.this¢ What do youlofe, you lofe a great 
ea 


ee 


Moses bisChoice. 641 


deal of the reward you might have: Therefore you |C4P-53+] 
little ones, as foon you come to know any thing of 
the ways of God, embrace them, for you fhall be 
rewarded abundantly for every minute of an hour: | 
Therefore the lofing the time of youth, yea, the 
lofing of any opportunity of doing any gracious 
action, is an eternal lofs : for if God reward every 
one according to his works, then the lofs of an op- 
portunity to do a good work, is an eternal lofs ; they 
that have neglected opportunities, let them confider 
what they have loft, and you that have your time 
before you, begin betimes ; ifa man were working, 
and knew not when he thould be paid, or how he 
fhould get his wages, hewould come late to work,and 
would be negligent, but Godavould not have you 
come into his vineyard upon thofe terms,but promi- 
fes he willreward you, and therefore begin betimes. 
Secondly, here is an incouragement to Gods | 2- 
people to be ftrict, if we look for fuch a glorious re- 
ward, we.had need be acctirate; many try our, 
What need men be fo ftriét ? Indeed if they had no 
higher ends then your bafe ends, you might fay fo; a 
| bafe hypocrite what need he be fo ftriét 2 but fora 
gracious heart, that hath fuch high, and noble, and 
glorious ends asthefe arein his work, asa crown, 
and glory, and thelike, he had need be ftri¢t and 
precile. In ordinary pieces of work, by which work- 
men do not expect much, they are not fo {trict and 
exact, but if a man be about fome curious work, 
that he expects fome great matter for, then he will 
be very ftrict : and fo becaufe Gods people do expect 
{fuch great matters for Religion,no wonder that they 
are fo ftriét and precife. 
l Ne Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, if there be fuch a glorious reward, here 
is an encouragement to be very fervent and zealous 
in the ways of God, becaufe they ferve fuch a God, 
and fhall have fuch reward, fays the Apoftle, in 
Rom. 12.11. Be fervent in pirit, ferving the Lord , 
as if he fhould fay, Do you know whom you ferve ? 
You ferve the Lord, the high, and mighty, and glo- 
| rious, and infinite God; and therefore you had need 
be fervent in fpirit , do that you do with all your 
might and power, foritis for that God that will do 
fuch great things for you.As David when he danced 
before the Ark, he did it withall his might: c447- 
chol not knowing his meaning, {corned him in her 
heart; but fays he, It was before the Lord that chofe 
me before your Fathers houfe, that hath beftowed |. 
fuch mercies upon me,and will beftow more mercies, 
and if this be tobe vile, Iwill be more vile. Carnal 
hearts cannot endure earneftne{s, and fervency in 
Gods fervice, as the wilde beafts cannot endure 
fire, fo beaftly carnal fpirits cannot endure. fire, 
fervency , and zeal in Gods ways; but fuppofe 
they fhould oppofe you for fervency in Gods ways, 
you mightanfwer them, If thisbe to be vile, I will 
be more vile ; Tr is for that God that hath done great |’ 
things for me,and that I hope to receive great things 
from hereafter eternally. 

Fourthly, if there be fuch a glorious reward, be 
encouraged to be abundant in Gods fervice; this 
is the Argument of the Apoftle, in 1 Cor.15.58. Be 
ye ftedfast, uamoveable , always abounding in the 

work of the Lord, forafmuch as you know your la- 
bor is not in vain inthe Lord, By that which hath 
been ‘aid, you may.know your labor is notin do 
wit 
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not beone tear, nor one figh, nor one prayer loft, 
many fay, Why do you fo much, will nor lef 
ferve? The godly do not onely aym at the re- 
ward, that will require abundance, but they would 
have the heigth of the reward, and therefore they 
think they never have done enough. It is anex- 
preflion of _4u/tin, If a man thould ferve the 
Lord a thoufand years, it would not deferve an hour 
of the reward in Heaven, much lefs an eternity : 
Though it istrue, the grace of the Lord is glori- 
ous, and he doesaccept of his grace, as the moft 
glorious thing in the world, yet confidering what 
our actions are, how much corruption is mingled 
with them, it would not deferve a moment in 
Heaven, and therefore we had need do as much as 
we can. 2 Peter3. 11. Seeing then that all thefe 
things fhall be diffolued , what maner of perfons 
ought ye to be in all maner of holy converfation 
and godline{s ? We should be afhamed and con- 
founded in our thoughts that wecan do no more; 
and if there fhould be fhame in Heaven, when 
the Saints fhall fee and enjoy fo much there, would 
they not be afhamed that they havedone no more for 
thatGod fo glorious in his bounty & goodnefs here? 

Fifthly, if there be fuch a glorious recompence of 
reward then let us labor to be faithful with God,be- 
caufe we have fucha good Mafter, that is fo good 
and graciousto us. Princes make account they en- 
gage the hearts of their fubjects that are about them, 
to be faithful with them by their great rewards, and 
by keeping of them in expectation of great things : 
The great things that God hath prepared for us, 
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with the Lord ; be abundant infervice, there fhall (Cap.53. 
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Cap.53-| do lay more engagements upon our hearts to be 
faithful with him: Let us not be falfe to fuch a God 
as this i$;God expects wefhould be faithful upon this 
ground, Ifaith 63. 7,8. There are large expreffions 
of the goodnefs of the Lord unto his people; and 
what follows, Surely they are my people, children 

| that will not lye: Asif he fhould fay, Thefearea}| 3 

| people that I expect fhould be farisfied with me. In 
Pfal, 36.5. there God joyns his mercy and his faith- 
fulnefs both together : As Gods mercies and faith- | 
fulnefs are joyned together, fo let the hope of Gods | 
mercies to us, and our faithfulnefs unto God, be 
joyned together. It was an argument of God un- 
to Abraham, Iam God All-fufficient, and I am your 
exceeding great reward, walk before me; and be up- | 
right: As if he thould fay, You need not go and 
fhark unto any other creature, you have reward 
cnoughin me, therefore walk before me, and be up- 
right: Soby all that which God hath revealed un- 
to you concerning this glorious reward of his peo- | 
ple, God fays, You necd not go and feek any thing 
elfe; you need not be fharking up and down after 
the creature Is there notenough in me tofatisfieany| 
creature living: The ground why -any depart from] | 

| God ina way of unfaithfulnefs, is becaufe they have. l 


diftruftful thoughts, and think there is not enough 

| to be hadin God, but they had need fhift for them- 
{elves another way: If we underftand this glorious 
reward, and our hearts clofe with it, this tempta- 
tion could not have power to draw our hearts from l 
it: Therefore God is fo plentiful in the manifefta-; 3 
tionof his goodaefs, becaufe his people hould not 
have any fhifting thoughts , there is enough in Senh 
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and in the treafures of his graceto make up all. | Cap.s3. 


Now by that which hath been faid, be encouraged 
to go on in thofe ways in which you have no prefent 
encouragement ; there are many ways in which you 
have no encouragement from God or men;you pray, 
and hear, and perform duties, and do not finde God 
come in that way, let the reward that is to come be 
enough to encourage you. You do many good 
things, and men are ungrateful, and will not requite 
them ; well, let this quiet you, There is a glorious re- 
ward to come. I remember a fpcech of Luther, That 
fervitude to men, though it be to ungrateful men, 
does pleafe God,andGod,fays he, wil abundantly re- 
ward you for it,and that fhould be more {weet to us 
then all the treafuresin the world. InJ/a. 49. 4. fays 
the Prophet, J have labored in vain, I have {pent my 
ie for nought andin vain; yet truly my judge- 
iment is with the Lord, and my work with my God. It 
is afpeech of Latimer, {peaking of Minifters that 
would leave their flock becaufe they did no good ; 
fays he, It zs very naughtily done, we muft look to that 
which God commands us, and leave the ifue to God : 
Chrift faith, Follow me, me, me, (three times he hath 
it) and zet your own lufts ; let usdo our cwn work, 
and leave the reward with God: Though it be a 
{weet encouragement forthe Minifters of God to fee, 
fomething of theirlabor, yet if they do not, it is 
enough to make them go onin a way of obedience 
| forthe prefent, becaufe C od commands it though 
there were no reward, but when we do obey God, 
and pleafe God for the prefent, and it fhall be re- 
vie fo glorioufly hereafter, let not this be any 
excufe,We can do no good:if you be convinced of a | 
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Cap.53- | duty, whether there be good or no good come of 
it, whether there be prefent encouragement or not, 
itis enough that it fhall be glorioufly rewarded 
hereafter. 

6. Sixthly, if there be fucha glorious reward, fuch 
bleffed things as thefe referved for the people of 
God: hence then let us dwell a little in admiring at | - 
the goodnefs of God , at the infinite treafures of 
the riches of the glory of the grace of God towards 
the children of men: Certainly, Brethren, great 
ate the thoughts of God towards mankinde, won- 
derful are his ways to this poor creature of his: 
What ii man {ays the Pfalmift, nay, what is man in- 
deed? when as we confider what God hath done 
for him. In Rom. 8. 31. after the Apoftle had {poke 
of glorification, and of the bleffed eftateof Gods 
people hereafter, fays the Apoftle, What fhall we fay 
to thefe things ? Sofeeing thefe things aré fo. that 
are revealed What fhall we fay to thefe things ? © thel ' 
heighth, and length, and depth, and breadth of the 
loving kindenefs of the Lord ! how unfearchable are 
his judgements ! fhall we fay, How unfearchable are 
his mercies ¢ and his mercies paft finding out. 0 Low 
great is thy goodnefs which thou haft laid up for them 
that fear thee, which thou haft wrought before the 

| fous of men! Pfal. 31.19. If ever God wrought a- 
boutany thing, it was about the communication of | 
his goodnefs to mankinde; yea, how great is it before 
the fons of men, before us that have but a little made 
known to us ¢ How great is it before Angels then, 
and before God himfelf¢ In Pfal. 113.6. it is faid, 
God humbleth himfelf to behold things that are | 
done in heaven : It is much that God fhould vouch- 


fafe | 
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fafe to behold any thing in heaven;but now that God |Cap.53. 


fhould vouchfafe to behold {fuch a poor wretched 
creature as man is here upon earth and not to behold 
him onely, but to work thus glorioufly for him, and 
that from all eternity, to makeit his great work to 
communicate himfelf to man; O how does God 
humble himfelf here,and how is his mercy and good- 
nefs to be admired and adored by the fons of men ! 
God is to be praifed for the leaft of his mercies here, 
but he is to be admired in the glory of his rich grace 
in heaven. We read Pfal. 136.God is praifed twenty 
five times for his mercies, but the conclufion of all 
is, Praife the God of Heaven, for his mercies endure 
for ever ; his mercies, as he is the God of heaven, 
they are the glorious mercies indeed. When the 
Scripture would fet forth the excellency ofa thing, ic 
expreffeth it by heaven, as the excellency of Chrift, 
He isthe Lord from heaven, 1 Cor. 15.47. The ex- 
cellency of God, the God of heaven, Fozah 1.9. It 
is made the top of Chrifts glory, that heis made 
higher then the heavens, Heb. 7.26. When Chrift 
would fhew the excellency of the bread of life, he 
fays , It is bread from heaven; the excellency of 
fpiritual bleffings is fet out in this, that they are blef- 
fings in heavenly places, Eps. 1. Becaufe gold is the 
moft precious mettal, therefore we lay it over other 
things, not onely wood and cloth, but filver it felf: 
fo becaufe heaven is fo excellent, the Lord gilds as it 
were his choicelt bleffings with this adjunct, and all 
Mer the wonderful excellency there isin heaven 

it felf. 
Brethren, God hath therefore revealed thefe 
things tous, tothat end that the glory of his grace 
ae might 
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Cap.53- | might be great in the world: God would have us 
have high, and honorable, and glorious thoughts 
of his goodnefs, God would have the high praifes 
of his grace tobe inthe hearts and in the mouthes 
of his Saints; it is a great evil to have low and mean 
apprehenfions of the glorious grace of God to man- 
kinde, you donot know what difhonor you “bring 
to Godinit: If your hearts be not raifed on high, 
and enlarged in the thoughts of the free and glori- 
ous graceof God to mankinde, it is an exceeding 
difhonor to him. To fee the riches of Gods glo- 
rious graceto the children of men, it is a mighty 
work of faith, and fuch a work as the foul is en- 
abled to do onely by a mighty and glorious work of 
the holy Ghoft init; indeed there is in the world a 
bafe, and poor, and mean apprehenfion of the grace 
of God in Chrift, fuch as does not work at all to 
raife,and enlarge, and glorifie the heart of a man, 
but the true fight of the riches of Gods glorious 
grace, it hatha mighty power toraife, and enlarge, 
and glorifiethe hearts of the children of men while 
they are here, as mark the expreffions of the Apoftle | 
in his Prayer tor the Ephefians, 1 Ephef.17. 18. 
That the God of our Lord Fefus Chrift, the Father of 
glory, may give unto you the Spirit of wifdom and 
revelation inthe knowledge of him ; The eyes of your 
underflanding being enlightned, that ye may know 
what isthe hope of his calling, and what the riches 
of the glory of his inheritance inthe Saints : not the 
inheritance of the Saints, but the inheritance ## the 
Saints, and the glory of the inheritance , and‘ the 
riches of the glory, and they muft: not onely Have 
underftanding to knowthis, but the eyes of their un- 
} derstanding 
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der ftanding wuft be enlightened, and this muft come |©4P-53- 
from the knowledge of Chrift, from the Spirit of 
wifdom and Revelation, and frontthe Father of glo- 
ry, the Godof our Lord fefus Chrift. The fight of 
the excellency and riches of Gods grace here, itis 
that that is the work of God fhining into the heart, 
2 Cor.4.6. For God who commanded the light to fhine 
out of darknefs, hath fhinedin our hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of Godin the face 
of fefws Chrift: The unfearchable truths of the 
Gofpel are in that which hath been revealed fo far 
as we are able to wade into them. The fight of Gods 
rich glory, is that which the Princes of the world 
have not known, it is that which requires a work of 
the Spirit of God, of that Spirit which. feareheth |t Cor» 
the deep things of God. r 
O brethren, if you had a true fpiritual fight of the 
richnefs of the goodnefs of God in the way of his 
communication of happinefs and glory to the chil- 
dren of men, then you {ce into the greatdefign of 
God, into the deep counfels of his wifdom,then God 
hath laid open his heart unto you,God hath brought 
you into the treafures of his riches, and given you a 
view of them ; the very fecrets of Gods {oul are im- 
‘parted to you, and bleffed are your eyes that have 
{een thefe things: if the fight of Gods glory in his 
grace towards mankinde be feenin true beauty and 
‘height, and glory indeed, there is no fear-that they 
fhould do hurt to-any foul ; it is true, the apprehen‘i- 
on of the grace of God ina natural way, is the caute 
of fecurity or pre{umption in many, but there was 
never any inthe world that was furthered ina way 
of fecurity and prefumption upon the fpiritual 
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Cap. 53. fight and view they have had of the heighth and 


depth of the riches of the glory of the graceof 
God in the face of Jefus Chrift: That fight of 


Gods grace that isthe caufe of fecurity in people, 


is that which is grounded meerly upon a natural 
light, which hath no efficacy to raife, and enlarge, 
and to purge the heart: But this true {piritual fight 
of Gods grace, it hath a mighty efficacy, and no- 
thing more, to raife, and enlarge, and purge the 
heart. In 2 Corinth. 3.18. fays the Apoftle, We: 
beholding the glory of the Lord as in a mirror: 
What then, are we fecure and prefumptuous upon 
thise No, We are changed into the [ame image from 
gin to glory. What was that glory that the Apo- 
{tle did behold ¢ the glory of God in the mirror of |, 
the Gofpel, the glory of God in the riches of his 
grace towards the Saints: Now fays he, While 
we beheld, as in a mirror, this glory of God, this 
is the fruit of it, We are changed from glory to 
glory. People talk of Gods mercy, but how few 
ever had a fpiritual fight of Gods mercy? they 
would have Minifters preach much of Gods mer- 
cy, butif people had eyes to behold it in the glo- 
n of it, how would it change their hearts ¢ where- 
ore then, I befeech you, labor to have more then a 


| natural fight of Gods mercy and goodnefs to- 


wards mankinde. A man by alow apprehenfion of 
Gods mercy and goodnefs may think thus : So long 
as I ferve God, it fhall be well with me, God will 
blefs me, and be merciful to mes but that fpiritual 
and fupernatural fight of the riches of the glory 
of Gods mercy, is this, for a foul though it fees it 
felf a bale vile wretched worm, a lump of filth, 

and 
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and fees it {elf ftanding guilty: before the Lord, 


and God feems to look with an angry face up- 
on it, and confcience within it accufes it, and the 
threats of the fiery Law come out againftit, yet 
fora foul tobe able tolook into the. deep boivels 
of Gods infinite compaffion that are in Chrift, and 
in them to look upon it felf for all this as an heir 
of glory and eternal life, fo as to have the foul 
raifed, and enlarged, and devoted to the magnify- 


ing, praifing and adoring the riches of Gods grace, 


and to venture all upon this, this is more then a na- 
tural fight of Gods grace, and of his mercy towards 
mankinde. 

You willfay, We could admire Gods grace and 
mercy towards mankinde, and praife him, and blefs 
him forit, and our hearts would be enlarged, Jf we 
were {ure thefe things didbelong tous, andthat we 
had any intereft in them, there isenoughin them to 
enlarge and raife our hearts, but this is that which 


-| hinders, We do not know that we have an intereft 


therein. 

Tothat I anfwer, That this very work of God it 
felf, that gives this fight of his grace to raifeéup 
the heart to clofe with it, and to make the foul 
venture all upon it, that does bring the foul to de- 


vote it {elf to the pep and honor of it; this ve-! 


ry work of it felf does intereft your fouls in it, 
therefore do not fay, If I were interefted inthefe 
things, then I could praife and magnifie God for 
them: If you can do this, you are interefted in 
them, for this is an immediate work of faith, and 
it is from a divine principle to be able todo this, 


and therefore though you know no good at all in} 
your! 
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Cap.53. | your {elves before, and you had no arguments to: 
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encourage youbefore, and you had no preparation | 
in your own apprehenfions before, yet if you have i 
but this work of grace, it does intereft your fouls | 
in all that which hath been revealed concern- | 
ing the recompence of reward of the Saints of. 
God. E. 

But may we not prefume to think that fuch great | 
things belong tous ¢ 

Tothat I anfwer, Where ever prefumption is, | 
itis built upon anatural fight of Gods grace, and 
that isa poor low flat dead thing, that hath no {nch 
efficacy to raife the heart to fuch a glorious work 
as this is, and-therefore if the heart be raifed to 
fuch a glorious work as this, by the appprehenfion 
of the riches of the grace and goodnefs of God to- 
wards mankinde, that is not prefumption: And this 
is the fixth Ufe. 2 A : 
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Caer. bhv 
Gods people to be highly honored, 


ferved forthe people of God: Hence let us 
look upon all the fervants of God as honor- 
ablein our eyes, and let them be honored in our 
thoughts, for great are the thoughts of God upon 
them and towards them, and therefore great and 


Cleves if there be fuch bleffed things re- 


honorable fhould be our thoughts of them; though |’ 


they be never fo poor and mean inthe world. We 
ufe to look upon great heirs with admiring thoughts, 
and blefling of them every time we look Spon them. 
Do you fee one walking in the ways of God ¢ what- 
{oever he be for his outwards, let your hearts blefs 


him, and fay, Here is one indeed born to great things, |" 


other maner of thingsthen any the world affords, Did 
we know what were the things that the people of 
God fhould be poffeffed of within a while, we would 
fay inour hearts, O bleffed that ever they were born, 
bleffed is the womb that bare them, and bleffed are the 
paps that gave them fuck: Did we with a fpiritual 
believing eye behold what things they fhould have, 
and faw them as now poffeffed of them, we would 
fee caufe to fall down and kifs the ground upon 
which they tread: The bleffed Angels look upon 
them as great ones, as the glory of the world, and 
therefore do joyfully minifter unto them, becaufe 
they know they are the great heirs of Heaven, for 
whom fuch great things are prepared : Great things 
are fhoken of thee, O thou City of-God, fays the 
| Plalmift ; Great things are [poken of you, O ye Saints 
0 
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Cap.5 4: of God. If Heaven muft be fo glorious to enter- 


tainthe Saints, how glorious are thofe for whom 
heaven is prepared ¢ Says Ahafnerus, What fhall be 
done to the man whom the King will honor ? Ò what 
fhall be done to thofe whom an infinite God hath 
fet his heart upon to raife ro honor, and to manifeft 
to Angels, and to all the world, what his infinite 
power is able to do in raifing of a creature to glory : 
Inthe Saints there is.a meeting, as it were of the 
beams of Gods grace and goodnefs as ina center, 
and that muft needs be very warm and hot indeed. 
The beams of the Sunin the circumference {catter- 
edin the ayr, are warm; but ina glafs, where they 
are united together as it were ina center, there they 
warm after another maner, there they burn; foall 
the works of Gods grace abroad in the world, they 
areas the beams of the Sun in the circumference, 
that are {cattered abroad; but in his people there is 
the center where they are united together, and there 
they burn, and are glorious indeed, and therefore 
high and honorable thoughts you oughtto have of 
the Saints. It is a great argument to fhew Gods 
greatnefs, that all the creatures in the world 4re his, 
and for him. What an argument then is it to fet 
forth the greatnefs of a Chriftian, that Heaven, and 
God, and Chrift, and all are his and for him ¢ and 
this hath been fhewn in this glorious recompence of 
reward: Wow great and honorable then fhould 
they be in our eyes ¢ 

Eighthly, if there be fuch a glorious reward, and 


| great things prepared for Gods people, then what 


love is dueto Chrift, and tothe Gofpel, and to the 
ways of godlinels ¢ 
- Fir, 
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Firft, love to the Lord Chrift, who is the caufe of |C4p-54- 
m 


all this. 

Secondly, to the Gofpel that reveals thefe things 
to us. 

Thirdly, to the ways of godlinefs that leads to all 
this: great and bleffed are the things of the King- 
dom of Heaven ; from whence is all this ? It is the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, from whom all this comes, ano- 
ther reward was due to us, we were wretched guilty 
creatures, fire-brands of hell, children of perdition, 
caft out unto an eternal curfe; but the Lord Chrift, 
who was the wifdom of the Father,fet his heart up- 
onus, and fpake for us fromall eternity, and would 
notfatisfie himfelf in delivering of mankinde from 
that miferable and loft condition in which they were, 
but fo fer his heart upon them, as he intended to 
make it his great work for the manifeftation of the 
riches of his grace, to raife this poor wretched crea- 
ture to a height of happinefs and glory, that it might 
appearto Angels, tothe world , yea to the bleffed 
Trinity it felf, what the Son of God is able to do, to 
raife acreature from mifery unto glory; and fo his 
heart was fet upon mankinde,that though it muft coft 
him the eclipfing of his own glory, though he muft 
come to be made a prey to the world, and ifa man, a 
man of forrows, yea, made a curfe it felfin the ab- 
ftract, that man might have this glory and happinefs, 
and yet he was content with all, and at laft this is all 
he prays foras a fruit of his fufferings and merits, 
Father T will that they alfo whom thou haft given me, 
be where I am, that they may behold my glory which 
thou haft given me , asif he fhould fay, if I can bur 
have this, Tam well, I have enough for all the fuf- 

ferings 
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Cap.54. | ferings that I did endure. This indeedis called 4 re- 


ward, but it is the reward of another maner of righ- 
teoufnefs then our own; were it that there were no 
other righteoufnefs but our own, though our own 
fhould be true righteoufnefs, the reward would ne- 
Ver come to this height; but this is firft the reward 
of the merit,of the death, of the blood,.and of the 
perfect righteoufnefs of the Sonof God, and fo in 
him it comes to be our reward, therefore it is Chrift 
that is opr life, and happinefS, and glory. O letus 


'| joyn with thofe blefled Elders in Rev.5.8,9. that fell 


down before the Lamb, having all harps in their 
hands , and gelden vials full of odours , and fung, 
Worthy art thon who waft.flain, and haft redeemed us 
unto God by thy blood, to receive honor, and blefsing, 
and glory, and that we might joyn inthat bleffed 
melody that St. fehn heard in that Chapter, in 
Verle 13. He heard all creatures in heaven , avd on 
earth, and under the earth, and inthe Sea, faying, | 
Blefsing, honor, glory and power, be unto him that 
fitteth upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever ; that we might fay men to this. If any: 
man wifh good to us, we count it worthy of love; 
but the Lord Chrift having wrought fuch infinite 
good for usas this, how fhould our hearts be en- 
flamed to him, .and that none fhould be dear tous, 
and prized of us in comparifon of Chrift : Let us ery 
out with that bleffed Martyr, Nowe but Chrift, none). 
but Chrift. E 

Again, how fhould our fouls love the Gofpel, and 
prize the Gofpel,that hath revealed all this to us? In 
2 Tim.1.10. itis faid, Life and immortality 1s brought 
to light by the Gofpel: Thefe are the things that 
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in comparifon were kept hid from the beginning | Cap-55- 


of the world, before the manifeftation of the Go- 
fpel, but now they are revealed: O bleffed be 
God that we had the preaching of the Gofpel a- 
mongft us, to open the treafures of grateto us in 
this maner. What poor low thoughts fhould we 
have had of the happinefs of mankinde , had not 
God made known thefe glorious things in the Mini- 
ftery of the Gofpel ¢ Many wife men by thelight 
of nature have rifen high in the contemplations of 
happinefs, that mans nature is capable of, but how 
far beneath thefe things have their higheft thoughts 
been? It is a great part of the glory of the Go- 
fpel, that it fets out unto us thefe -high and glorious 
things. 


And then the ways of godlinefs, thofe we fhould| 3. 
love, becaufe thole are the ways that lead and tend |How we 
to all this; godlinefs hath the promife of the life to uve the 
come, as well as the promife of this life annexed to [wys of 
it: Were the ways of godlinefs never fo hard and |84in® 


rough, never fo difficult, yet they are glorious ways, 
and to be loved, becaule of the glorious end they 
terid unto: Greatis the gain of godlinefs, if thefe 
things be believed. You that are Merchants love 
and prize trading and merchandizing that brings 
in great gain, as {ome in a way of trading and mer- 
chandizing, by a bargain in a morning will bring 
ina hundred pounds, when as many other poor 
people are fain to work hard to get a filling or 
eighteen pence a day; now you prize that trade 
| that with a few words can getin fomuch: O prize 
the trade of godlinefs then, there is gain to be 


had. I may compare all the works of morality, and | - 
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Cap. 54:| common grace, to the poor mean trade of the labor- 
ing man, that is’ fain to work hard for a fhilling or 
eight pence a day, they work, and get but fome few 
outward bleffings from God, but godlinefs is the 
trade of merchandifing, that brings in hundreds to- 
gether, and that our hearts fhould be upon; God 
would have our hearts to be after great and glorious 
things. It isan expreflion of Cleopatra to Marcus 
Antonius It is not for you to be filhing for Gudgeons, 
but for Towns, and Forts, and Caftles : And fo thofe 
that are acquainted with the ways of godlinefs, it is 
not for them to be trading for poor things, but for 
eternal life, glory and immortality. 

The ninth Ufe, is an Ufe of Examination, to know 
who thofe are that have intereft in thefe glorious 
things,to the anfivering of that queftion in Pfalm 15. 
Who fhall abide in thy Tabernable ? who fhall dwell 
in thy holy hill ? I confefs that Pfalm does princi- 
pally aim at communion with the Church of God; 
{uch asare fit for communion with a Church, are 
fit for heaven, and therefore the queftionmay be 
true, Who fhall dwellin thy holy hill? who fhall be 
partakers of thefe things? Ble(fed are they that fhall 
eat bread inthe Kingdom of God; But who are they 2 
It is neceffary you fhould labor to make this fure, be- 
caufe it isa matter fo great, and fo glorious, and not 
tolaythe weight of that which is of infinite con- 
fequence, upon poor, weak, flight, andfandy foun- 
dations, certainly we donot know what the grace 
of God towards mankinde zs, if we content our 
felves with flight hopes ; but if God hath enlightned 
your fouls to know the reality and glory of them, 
they wil never be at reft,till you have got certain and 

infallible | 
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infallible grounds for them. In things of fall con- |Cap.54. 


| fequence we are content with flight evidences, but 
ifa man have to deal in any bufinefs upon which bis 
whole eftate depends, he would not have any man 
think it ill if he does make fure, if he will have bonds 
and feals: fo we fhould make fure of heaven, and of 
glory, becaufe itis fuch a great matter. 


Some I fuppofe, that meerly upon the hearing of | 


the greatnefs of thefe things, cannot but have fome 
mifgiving thoughts ; If thefe things be fo great, 
furely they concern not me, they belong not to me ; 
Can I think in my confcience that Iam that man or 
woman that God fhould have fuch great thoughts 
upon, and fhould look upon me, fo as to make it the 
greateft defign that he hath to glorifie the riches of 
his mercy upon me? What work of Gods grace 
have I ever had upon me ? I would not have thofe 
that are affected with the greatnefs of Gods grace to 
} mankinde, think that thefe things do not belong to 
them becaufe they are great. But thofe that never 
had their hearts affected with the excellency and 
glory of Gods grace toward man, when they hear of 
the greatnefs and glory of thofe things that are re- 
ferved for the Saints, they may juftly have their 
confciences mifgive them, and think furely they do 
not belong to them. Canft thou that art a bafe drun- 
kard, that prizeft nothing but a little drink,and fome 
outward things, think that God fhould make it the 
greateft work that he hath in the world, for to com- 
municate the riches of his grace and goodnefs unto 
thee ? The greatnefs of thefe things may be enough 
tocaft theeoff; As itis with a Beggar, a Beggar 
comes and asks an alms, if a man put his hand in 
Uu2 
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ap. 54] his pocket, and take out apeny Or two pence, he 
hath hope to have'that ; but if he take outa piece 
of gold, he hath no hope of that, becaufe it is fo 
much: So when men have but natural thoughts of 
heaven and happinefs hereafter,you think you might 
have that, but when you come to have heaven 
opened to you, and you fee it is fuch a great and 
glorious thing, your hearts may juftly. think it is not 
forus. Caftabonetoa Dog, he falls to it prefently, 
but feta joynt of meat before. him well dreft, ina 
large difh, and he goes away, he dares not venture 
upon that: So for thefe things inthe world, the or- 
dinary favors of God, thefe bones that God cafts 
to Dogs, you may fall upon them, and think thefe 
are for you; but when, you come:to the dainties, 
and infinite treafures of God, can fuch a fwinifh 
heart, fuch a bafe, filthy, unclean {pirit as yours is, 
that never-minded nothing but the fatisfying of your 
bafe lufts, think that thefe are for you? you cannot 
but have mifgiving thoughts, and think either thefe 
things are but notions, or elfe I have no part in them. 
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To whom the Recompence of reward appertains, 


Luef, Ut how may any know that they fhall have 
B this glorious reward ¢ 

Anf. Carnal and fenfual hearts, becaufe they have 

no principles of Gods grace, to fhew them the great 

things of God,and the minde of God, they think 

no man can know; we muft have hopes, and nape 

well, 
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well, but who can know what God hath in heaven Cap.55. 


forus ? Thofethat are acquainted with the myfte- 
rics of God in the Gofpel, they. know what Gods 
minde hath been from all eternity concerning them, 
and what God will do for them to all eternity. How 
do they know ? 

Firft, would you know whether you fhall have this 
Recompence of reward ¢ Have you made Mofes 
Choice? Certainly, thofe that have made Mofes 
Choice, fhall have Mofes Reward: What Mofes 
Choice was you have heard, Mofes chofe rather to 
Juffer affliction with the people of God, then to enjoy 


the pleafures of fin for a feafon : Mofes might have |- 


had honor and efteem enough in Egypt, but he ac- 
counted afflictions with the people of God, in Gods 
waysa great dealbetter, He eftecmed the reproach 
of Chri greater riches then all; fo I may have Chrift 
and communion with his people, let me be reproach- 
ed, and contemned, and defpifed, I care not. Now 
doyoufinde this? Though there was a time my 
heart was taken with the glittering fhews of things 
here, and I faw no excellency in the ways of God, 
they were but notions to me; at length God wrought 
mightily upon my foul, and fhewed.me the vanity 
of all things that I accounted for glorious things, 
and thewed me a beauty in Gods people, and began 
to knit my heart to them, {oas I was willing to part 
with any thing to have communion with them, and | 
to venture all upon the bare word and promife of 
God, for thofe glorious things that are revealed in 
it, and this choice I have made, and my foul is fetled | 
in it, whatfoever befals me in this world , hath there 
been fuch a work upon your fouls, that you have 
Uug made 
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-| made Mofes Choice? then you fhall have Mofes Re- 
ward, : 

Secondly, are you begotten unto the hope of 
thefe glorious things ¢ Whofoever fhall be partaker 
of this glorious reward, muft be one that is born to 
it. There are fome dignities in the world that-are 
got no way, except they be born to them; fo if you 
have this reward, you muft be born to it, 1 Pet.1.3. 
Bleffed be the God and Father of our Lord Fefus 
Chrift, who according to his abundant mercy hath be- 
gotten us untoa lively hope: Whofoever hath the 
true hope of Heaven, itisonethat is begotten to it, 
that is, There muft be a mighty work of God upon 
your hearts, a new birth, a regeneration in you , 
otherwife there is nothing you have done or can do 
that can get this reward.In C7@at.19.28. fays Chrift 
unto his Difciples, after Peter had fpoken what they 
had left for him, Ye that have followed me in the Re- 
generation, when the Son of man {hall fit in the throne 


of hw glory, ye fhall alfo fit upon twelve thrones, | 
judging the twelve tribes of Ifrael: As if Chrif , 
fhould fay, Peter, you have forfaken all and follow- ’ 


ed me, butknow, the bare forfaking is norenough; 
but you who have felt the work of God regenerating 
your fouls, upon which you have followed me, you 


fhall fit upon twelve. thrones.: .Some do interpret |. 


this place Regeneration, the eftate of the Gofpel, and 
fo make it not to be the work of God upon the foul, 
-butthe work of God upon the world, to make a 
i new world ; as the glorious eftate of the Church un- 
der theGofpel is calleda zew heaven anda new earth, 
and fo take it, Ye that. have followed me inthis new 
| world, ye jhali fit upon twelve thrones, exc. but I “ah 
s ther 
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ther take it the other way, not wholly excluding this, Cap.55- 


they are onely thofe that follow Chrift in the Rege- 
neration, that fhall have this reward. 

Itis called the xew birth, becaufe there is fuch a 
ftrange change; there is a zew /pzrit, and anew life 
put into a man : Suppofe a rational foul were put in- 
to a beaft, what a change would be in that creature ? 
Suppofe an Angelical nature were put upon us, what 
a change would there be? By the change that is 
wrought # regeneration there is a greater difference, 
the higheft degree of glory in heaven is not fo diffe- 
rentfrom the loweft degree of grace here, as the 
loweft degree of grace here is different from the 
higheft excellency of nature, becaufe the difference 
between the higheft degree of the glory of heaven 
from the loweft degree of grace, is but a gradual 
difference, but the difference that is between the 
loweft degree of grace, and the higheft excellency 
of nature, isa {pecifical difference. Therefore you 
that hope for glory, know there muft be 4 regenera- 
tion, that work of God upon your fouls that muf 
caufe a greater difference in you from that you were 
by nature, then there is inthe glorified Saints, that 
have the higheft degree of glory, from the meaneft 
Saintin the world; as the reward is a mighty glo- 
rious thing, fo the work of God in preparing a foul 
for this reward is a mighty glorious work. And 


therefore do not content your felves in every poor |- 


flight thought of heaven, know heaven lies upon that 
which is a mighty work of God in you. ` 


Thirdly, if you ever come to Heaven, there is a' 
principle of heaven putinto your fouls here, thatis,. 


a heavenly principle that carries you heavenward, 
Tu 4: __ [meañ 


664 


Moses his Choice. 


Cap.55-| I mean the work.of God,-caufing you to have hea- 
Phil.3.#/) yenly mindes, and heavenly hearts; Our converfa- 


tion is in heaven, fays the Apoftle. In Cant.3.6. the 
Church is compared to pillars of [moke that afcend 
upward to heaven; Though the Church be black and 
dark in regard of her infirmities, yet it hath a prin- 
ciple to carry ic upward to heaven. The Saints-are 
compared to Eagles that fly aloft towards heaven, 
thoughtheir bodies are not there, their hearts and 
fouls are there;éf our treafures be in heaven our hearts 
are there already, I read of Edward the firft, who had 
a mighty defire to go to the holy Land,to lerufalem, 
and becaufe he was hindred, and could not get thi- 
ther,he gave his Sov acharge upon his death-bed to 


carry his heart thither; and he prepared Two and. 


thirty thoufand pound to carry his heart thither : So 
the Saints, though they have not their bodies in hea- 
ven,their hearts are there, and they take much pains, 
and are at great charges to get their hearts thither. 
All chings in nature havea principle to carry them 
to their proper place, becaufe the place of fire is on 
high, therefore fire hath a principle tocarry it on 
high; and becaufe the place of earth is below,there- 
fore earth hath a principle to carry it downward : 
So if the place and center of the heart bein Hea- 
ven, then certainly it hath a principle to move na- 
turally thither, to move upward to heaven; and 
therefore that foul that hath nothing buta princi- 
ple tocarry it downward to the earth, and to the 
lufts of it tothefe things below, heaven is not the 


| proper place for fuch a foul , and when the foul goes 


out of the body,it wil not go to Heaven:Take earth, 
and clofe it in a veflel, and take fire, and putinto 
: a veffel 
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a veffel, open the veffels, and let them out, and they |Cap.55. 


go both to their places; fo the fouls of men when 
they are gone out of the body, they goto the place 
whither they had a principle to carry them, there- 
fore do not think the principle fhall be put into 
them when you dye, but you muft havea principle 
before: if your hearts be preft down by earthly 
things, when you dye they will fall down, and there- 
fore obferve which way your fouls work: Can you 
fay, asinthe prefence of God, My foul works hea- 
venward, though I have weights of corruption that 
would weigh me down, yetI havea principle that 
does work to Heaven? Burt the confciences of ma- 
ny tell them their fouls work downward, to vanity 
and fenfuality, and you have no other principle, and 
: paas when your fouls depart, they fall down- 
ward. . , 
Fourthly, what foul foever hath an intereft in hea- 
ven, heaven is in that foul already : The kingdom- of 
God 1s inthem, and they have taken hold of eternal 
life, now eternal life abides inthem, Whom he hath 
jupified,be hath glorified already,they have the glory 
of heaven begun; you heard what that was. In hea- 
ven there is the perfection of our natures, the image 
of God fhall be renewed , now is the image of God 
begun ? hath God marked you, and fet the ftamp of 
his image upon you ? There is no foul that God does 
intend to put glory upon,but he marks that foul,and 
ftamps-his image upon it in the work of converfion, 
and fays,. Here is a foul I fet the ftamp of my image 
upon, becaufe I mark itoutto glory : if ever you 
come to Heaven, God muft {ee his own Image and 
Super{cription upon you. As the Beaft fet his 
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Cap.55-] mark upon men, and would fuffer none to trade but 
thofe that had his mark: fo God will fet his mark 
upon his people, and none fhall come into his King- 
dom but thofe that have his mark: now amans 
Image is upona thing, when by beholding of it lam 
put in minde of him that it is an Image of; fo if you 
have this Image and ftamp of God,a man that knows 
God, as {oon as he looks upon you, as foonas he 
beholds your converfation, he is put in minde“ of 
God, and he fays, I have heard and read much of 
God, of the holinefs and righteoufnefs of God, and 
by this mans converfation I am put in minde of that 
holinefs and righteoufnefs of God, the brightnefs of 
which I fee fhining here. 

Again, in Heaven you know God himfelf is the 
portion of the Saints,they have the prefence of God: |. 
What prefence of God do youenjoy here ¢ Were 
your fouls ever acquainted with the prefence of God 
in the Ordinances? What bleffed vifion have you 
of God here? Thofe who come to Heaven, God 
gives a fight of himfelf here. And what unien have 
you with Gode What unionof grace? What my- 
{tical union between God and your fouls? And 
what fruition have you of God ? Is it God that you 
enjoy inthe creature ¢ and Godin all things: God 

| in the Ordinances ¢ and what reft do your fouls finde 
in God ¢ though you be toft up and down in regard 
of the uncertainty of the creature, yet is God your 
reft: yea, do you enjoy your felves in God? the 
beginning of all thefe are now for the prefent. And 
likewife for communion with Jefus Chrift, what |’ 
communion and conver{e is there between your fouls 
and Jefus Chrift? Isit not a riddle to you? Are 
| you. 
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you delighted in the communion of the Saints? Are |Cap.55. 
the Sabbaths your delight, as a beginning of the 

eternal Sabbath you fhall keep in Heaven ¢ There- 

fore now do you ask, Who fhall have Heaven ? and, 

Who fhall afcend into the Mount ? Thole whom the 

Mount zow comes down unto. Many hope they thal! 

have God when they dye, but furely if God be not 

fo merciful as to give you fpiritual mercies for the 
prefent, he will not be fo merciful .as to give you 

eternal mercies hereafter ; if he do not give you mer- 

cies of grace here, he will not give you mercies of 

glory hereafter. 

Fifthly, what are the apprehenfions that you have | 5. 

of this reward? there may bea fpecial note drawn 
from thence, whereby you may fee whether this re- 
ward fhall be yours or no. What is it that you appre- 
hend to be the heighth and excellency of that re- 
ward and glory that youexpeét? Is it that fpiricual 
and fupernatural good that is in Heaven? Do you 
not apprehend Heaven after a carnal and natural 
way, whenyou hear {peaking of Crowns, and dig- 
nity, and happinefs, and glory, and the like? bnt 
hath God fhewed you that the heighth and top of ail 
! confifts in thofe: {piritual and fupernatural things, 
jin the image of God, and in communion with 
God, and thofe things that have been opened ? 
are your hearts more after thefe then after any thing 
elfe? then it is like that Heaven is for you, for 


thefe things are kept hid from thofe that Heavenis |, 6. 

x OW 10 
not for. ’ difcern the 

| °Sixthly, confider what your hopes are for this re- |eruth of 
compence of reward, ` - rA umn 
or heaven 


Firft, where hopes are true, they are fuch as| ,. 


i are , 
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Caps. a. wrought by the power of the Holy Ghoft. 


I. 


Secondly, they are purging hopes, 

Firft, they are fuch hopes asare wrought by the 
power of the holy Ghoft, Rom. 15.13. Certainly, 
hopes of fuch great things as thefe, muft be raifed by 
a great power, they are hopes that could never be 
raifed by any natural apprehenfions, by any work of 
Reafon: you have hopes of Heaven, and of the glo- 
rious reward; How came you by them? What al- 
mighty power of the holy Ghoft have you felt that 
hath raifed thefe hopes ¢ If you have no other hopes 


| but thofe that may {pring out of nature, natural con- 


ceits and apprehenfions, you are far fhort of this re- 
compence of reward : but this recompence of reward 
being glorious, it hatha glorious principle to raife 
hopes, {fuch hopes as can bear down ftrong difficul- 
ties that fhall oppofe them: the holy Ghoft does 
ftretch out the hopes of the foul beyond that which 
nature cando. Inthe Hebrew that word that figni- 
fies hope, fignifies a line, becaufe by hope the heart 
is ftretched-out as in a line to the thing it hopes for : 
now the hopes that nature raifes is but in a fhort line, 
and they ftretch out the heart but a little way, but 
the hopes that are wrought by the power of the holy 
Ghoft, are fuch hopes as the heart is ftretched out 
very far by them;and there muft be a mighty ftretch- 


ing outef the heart, and that by a mighty power, 


to make it hope for {uch great things as thefe, that 
God fhould bring fuch a poor worm to fuch high 
things as thefe are : Ordinary bafe droffie hopes that 
have nothing in them, they are not ftretched out to 
thefe things,they have {fome confufed apprehenfions, 
and flight opinions about heaven, & they are lan to 

think 
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think they fhould be damned for ever, and caft from | Cap.55- 
God,. and therefore they will have fome conceits it 
fhall be well with them, and they hope well; but to 
have their hearts ftretched out to expect thefe bleffed 
things as the happinefs of their fouls, and as the real, 
fubftantial, and onely good, this is by the mighty 
power of the holy Ghoft.. 

Secondly, they are purging hopes; 1 Fobn 3. 3. 
And every man that hath this hope in him, purifieth 
himfelf even as he ws pure: Itisa lively working 
hope, 1 Pet. 1.3. Bleffed-be God who hath begotten 
us again to 4 lively hope.As a fountain that hath dirt 
caft into it, it being a living fountain, it works, and 
works, and never leaves till it hath got the dirt out ; 
caft dirt into a puddle, and it lies. there, and putri- 
fies: And this is the difference between the fin of 
one that is #atural, and one that hath hope of eternal 
life: When fincomes into-a carnal natural heart, 
it lies there and putrifies; but where fin comes into 
a.gracious heart, that hath hope of eternal life, fuch 

- |a heart by thefe hopes are asa living fountain, that 
will never leave working till it be pureagain: Sucha 
foul as apprehends it {elf a veffel of {uch rich and 
glorious mercies as thefe, do labor to cleanfe it felf 
to theutmoft: if you have a veffel that you put or- 
dinary water into, you care not though there be fome 
duft in the bottom; but if you will put in fome pre- 
cious liquor, you will cleanfe it again,and again, and 
will not tuffer any duft to be there : So carnal hearts 
thatdo not know.what great. things God hath laid 
up for his people, that are not veflels of mercy, but 
onely look for fome common things, they can fuffer 
their hearts to filled with noyfom lufts, but yous 

“shed 
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Cap.55-| the foul docs apprehend it felf a veftel of mercy, 
fucha one as God will fill with thefe glorious things, 
it would not have any filth and corruption abiding 
init. In 2 Tim. 2.21. The Apoftle {peaks of two 
forts of veffels that are in Gods Houfe, that is, in 
the Church, Veffels of honor, and Veffels of dif- 
honor, But how fhall we know we are veflels of ho- 
nor, or of difhonor ? if therefore a man purge him- 
felf from thefe, he thall be 4 veffel of honor, a veffel 
of difhonor is an unclean veflel, aveffel of honor is 
a clean veffel: If therefore your hopes be fuch as 
can ftand with any beloved fin againft knowledge, 
youare veflelsof difhonor: And here is the liveli- 
nefsof this hope; if thou hafta hope to be a veffel 
of honor, it purges you from filth, and by that pur- | 
ging from filth, there comes to be a readinefs and 
preparation to every good work, here is fuch a one as 
fhall afcend up into the holy Hill of God. Thisis 
the fixth note. 

7: Seventhly, examine what thy claim is, whether 
thy claim to Heaven, and eternal life, and this re- 
compence of reward do lie right in the point of Jufti- 
fication or no? If you look at nothing but the works 
that you do, though they be never fo glorious and 
good, & donot lay your claim firft right in the point 
of Juftification, you will miftake and mifcarry, and 
be difappointed of all this recompence of reward, 
Therefore Panl, in Rom. 8.30. fays, Whom he hath 
juftified, them he alfo glorified , £o that Glorification 
does depend upon Fuftification : Now then the firft 
‘thing that a foulis to look after for the aflurance of 
its portion inthis recompence of reward, is to make 
{ure in the point of fuftification, for there lies the 
claim 
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claim to heaven, and all the reft comes but as a con- |Cap.55. 
fequent of this. Now the laying our claim right in 
the point of Juftification confifts in this, When a 
foul comes to apprehend the infinite need it hath of 
a perfect righteoufnels of a Mediator, and looks 
upon that righteoufnefs of the Mediator as well plea- 
fing to God, as futhcientto abfolve it from former 
fins, and to difcharge it from former guiltinefs, 
whereby another reward was due to it, and by faith 
applies this righteoufnels, whereby it comes to be 
perfect before God, and lays the weight of all its 
confidence of Heaven,-and of glory upon this; 
then you may hope to have intereft inthis recom- 
pence of reward: butif your claim come in any o- 
ther way then this, it does not give you any intereft 
to heaven ; and therefore look much to the point of 
Pustification, and be fure that your hearts have laid 
the claim and intereft it hath to heaven and eternal 
life right there, and then there may be great hope 
of the recompence of reward,though afterward there 
be many failings in your works and fervices: And 
if you will look at any work whereby you fhould 
have the reward , efpecially look at the work of 
believing, clofing with the righteoufnefs of Chrift 
in the apprehention of your own unworthinefs ; 
This is the greateft work that any man is able to do, 
that fhall have the greateft reward in heaven. 

You think if you were able to perform duties,anddo 
fuch and fuch things,to keep your hearts up forGod, 
you fhould have this reward ; but the greateft work 
of God that ever any creature did, is when it ap- 
prehends its own unworthinefS, to venture upon the 
righteoufnefs of Chrift ; if you were able to pasm 

u 


e—a a a 


692 i . Moses his Choice. a 


\Cap.55-| full obedience to every:particular of the Moral Law, 
it were not fo great a work, not fo accepted of God, 
not fo well pleafing in his eyes, nor fhould not be fo 
glorioufly rewarded in Heaven, as this one work of 
believing in his Son. God takes fuch infinite delight . 
in his Son, as he looks more at that work of the fouls . 
believing in his Son, and venturing it felf and its 
eternal eftate upon his Son, then he does upon all 
works befides : and therefore look upon the point of 
Fustification by faith firft and if that be right, thejat- 
turance of the reward will come in:divers objections 
will rife, that can never be anfwered, till the heart be 
fetled inthe point of Juftification. All the Obje- 
ctions that rife from our weaknefs and finful infirmi- 
ty comes from this, becaufe we do not fettle our 
{elves well in the claim we make to the recompence 
of reward inthe point of Juftification, in the righ- 
teoufnefs of Chrift by faith. 

g. Eighthly, examine what your works ate, fee whe- 
ther they be fuch as fhall attain to this recompence of 
reward : If all the excellencies of all the moralities 
of all the men in the world were put into one, thefe 
could never reach to this reward ; it is a {upernatural 
thing, and therefore if you would know whether you 
fhall have it, there muft be fomething fupernatural 
in you, 

Ouest. | But when is a work fupernatural, fo as I muft have 
4 {ome comfortable hope, that it firall reach unto this į 
fupernatural reward ¢ 

| Anfw. A fupernatural work hath, Firft, fupernatu- 

` |ral Principles. Secondly , it hath fupernatural 
ends. Thirdly, it is performed in a fupernatural 

maner. 
Firft, 
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Firft, the principles are fupernatural , firft, they \Cp.55. 


are above nature; and fecondly, they are fetched 
from a fountain that nature hath no skill of. For the 
firft, there is fomething above nature, that puts you 
upon duties ; you do not onely go on in the ways of 
godlinefs ,becaufe you know you are bound to them, 
you cannot be faved elfe, but becaufe you finde 
anew light let out by God from heaven, that fhews 
an infinite excellency and beauty thatis in the way 
of godlinefs. And you finde a principle of Divine 
nature put into you, that makes the ways of godli- 
nefs agreeable to yous and the more Spiritual and 
Divine they are, the more fuitablenefs you finde be- 
tween your fouls and thofe ways. 

And fecondly, do you finde that you draw your 
principles that enables you to any good work froma 
Mediator ? The natural principles come at higheft 
but from reafon, it fees reafon: for fuch and fuch 
things tobe done; but a fupernatural principle is 
drawn froma Mediator, from God-Man,from God 
in Chrift, and by vertue of the promife, and fo it 
comes to: be an Evangelicalobedience. - < 
| z; Andit hath fupesnatural ends; beyond felf, and all 
| {elf and creature refpécts : That work that is natural 
rifes no higher then nature in its ends ; as the water 
afcends no, higher then from the. place it“defcends : 
‘{o all natural Works have fomevfelf: or créature‘te- 
fpects, but when youfinde your hearts areraifed a- 
bove {elf and creature refpects in your obedience to 
God, there isa fupernaturalend.ns. ioo |! 

Andithen-they are performed! ina fupernatural 
manera; Sengca hath this expreffion of-defires’, Yon 
inay know itis pot a natural defire when itrifes beyond 
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Cap.55. | bounds : Heappliesit to evil defires, whena man 
defires things without bounds, that is no natural de- 
fire: Now that which he applyes to the corruption 
of nature, we may rather apply to the perfection of 
nature. All the defiresof nature are fuch as are li- 
mited in a narrow compafs ; no natural man inthe 
world does goon inthe ways of obedience with an 
infinite defire to dilate himfelf infinitely as far as he 
is capable, but is always limited in a little narrow 
compa{s,fo far he will go,and no further; but when 
the foul comes to walk with God in a way of fuper- 
natural obedience, itcomes to be without bounds, 
all thofe bounds that did limit the foul are taken a- 
way, and there is a letting out of the heart to God 
in the ways of godlinefs in an infinite maner ; and 
this is a moft clear evidence“of a fupernatural work, 
that will go for currant in Heaven, and fhall be re- 
warded there; thereis the impreffion of Gods in- 
finitenefs upon the heart in every work thatis per- 
formed; examine whether.your works be not like 
thofe that the Apoftle fpeaks of, in 1 Cor. 3.15. 
where he fpeaks of the works that fhal burn, there- 
fore let us confider whether our.works be fuch as 
when they come tothe tryal, fhall be found tobe: 
ftubble, and burn. A. Ati 

There are agreat many whofe works are like to 
burn, and themfelves too: Many of the works of 
Gods people are like to burn, but look too your 
felves for your main and principal works, whether 
they will hold when they are examined by the rule of 
heaven, and thall be rewarded: It is’nothing what 
your.works are before men, the people‘of God may 
highly efteemof your'works, but when-they come 
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to be examined in heaven, they fhall be examined |Cap.55. 
ftridtly, and unlefs God fee a fupernatural ftamp up- 
onthem, they will burn; and therefore look to your 
works, fee whether they be fupernatural in the prin- 
ciples, intheends, and in the maner of doing of 
them: and examine by thefe rules che affurance of 
this reward. Mr. Latimer fays, the affurance of 
heaven, is the {weet meats of the feaft of a good 
con{cience : In great feafts there are good meats and 
banquets: There are other dainty difhes in this feat, 
and the affurance of heaven is the {weet meats and 
the banquet. Now that we may have the feaft of a 
good confcience made full, let us take pains in 
examining whether this recompence of reward be 
ours : if we did but apprehend this reward to be 
ours,it would make us go on with power in our way, 
whereas now every little thingis ready to turn us 
afide. 

Again, if upon examining by thefe arguments} 10. 
you finde fome comfortable hope that the recom- 
pence of reward is yours, what concerns you, but 
patience to wait for it; and in the mean time to 
live as thofe that fhall have thefe things,and labor to 
dye fo ? 

Firft, patiently to wait; St. James fays, The Huf-| 1. 
bandman waits for the precious feed till the harvest 
come : Though it be precious feed, the Husbandman 
cafts it into the earth, he is not difcontent becaufe he 
hath not harveft next Week, but he is content to let 
the winter, the froft and fnow go over it; and fo we 
muft be content to have many troubles between the 
hope of the reward, and the pofleffion of it. We 
muft work in the vineyard of the Lord, and endure 
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Cap.s5-| the heatof the day, and not expect our peny till 
night. Mark how the Apoftle would have thofe to 
walk who have the hope of heaven, Rom. 2.7. To 
them, who by patient continuance in well-doing, feek 
for glory, and honor, and immortality, and eternal | 
life. Great things are to be expected and waited 
for; If aman have a great venture at Sea, that he 
expects fome mighty profit by, heis content to wait | 
two or three years, becaufe he thinks it will make 
amends for all: Soin your way of merchandizing, 
if a man go and buy a commodity of five or ten fhil- 
lings, he lays down prefent money, but if the com- 
modity come to a great fum of many hundred 
pounds, he does but give fomething in earneft, the 
great pay isto come many moneths after: fo when 
men will bargain with God for their obedience to 
have credit and effeem in the world, yea, thofe men 
that afpire after the greateft things in the world, thefe 
are poor trifling matters, and God gives them pre- 
fently: but becaufe the Covenant that is between 
God and Chrift,8& fo between Chrift and us,is about 
great matters, and God intends to reward his people 
with glorious things eternally inthe Heavens, they 
have but the fir/t-fruits of them for the prefent, and 
they muft not expect the fulnefs of them fuddenly , 

Great men have two kinde of Servants ufually,fome 
fervants that they hire by the day, or the moneth, 
or the year, that they fhall have fo much wages, and 
fo their wages is paid them, it may be every night, 
or every week; other fervants have not their wages 
prefently, but that which they ferve for, is the ex- 
pectation of {ome great office or living that rheir | 
Lord fhould give'to them after many years ferrice, | 
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and therefore they go on in their fervice, though \Cap.55. 


nothing come prefently. Here is the difference 
between the men of the world and others, I {peak 
of thofe who live the beft lives who are not truly 
gracious, they in fome meafure ate the fervants 
of God; they do God fome fervice, onely fuch 
fervice as poor laboring men do that are hited in a 
great mans Houfe, that have their pay every 
week, or day; fo you have your pay every day, 
you-have meat and drink, and the comfort of the 
creatures ; but God hath other greater Servants, 
godly people, Chriftians, and though they have 
not {fo much pay prefently , as, wicked men have, 
yet there are reverfions, and fome glorious things 
that they expe hereafter, and therefore they go 
on patiently, though for the prefent they have not 
fo much as others. And you have no caufe to 
envy others : If there be two Servants in a great 
mans Houle, the one fees the poor laboring man 
have his shilling given him, fhall he envy him, and 
fay, I have ferved many years, and have not had 
a fhilling ? No, he does not envy him, becaufe he 
expects fome great things: And fo when you fee 
the men of the world have the great things of the 
world, do not envy them, becaufe you ferve God for 
greater things. 

Queen ElzZabeth, the envyed the milk- maid when 
fhe was in ma but if fhe had known what a glori- 
ous Reign fhe fhould have had for four and forty 
years, {he would not have envyed her. Waic there- 
fore patiently, becaufe the things are great, and the 
longer you wait, the greater they will be: as it 
was the fpeech of the Son of an Emperor, {ays he, 
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Cap.s6.| The longer the Cooks are preparing the meat, there 


will be the better chear, meaning, The longer he ftaid 
forthe Empire, the greater it would be; fo go onin 
your way, wait patiently, the longer you wait, the 
better it will beat thelaft: and it is fure enough, | 
Chriftis gone before to take poffeffion, and God 
never fo wrought to make any thing fure, as he hath 
wrought for the affuring of the good in the Cove- 
nantof grace. Yetlong after itanddefireit. In 
Rom.8.21. itis faid, The creature groaneth to be 
delivered from the bondage e corruption, to come in- 
tothe glorious liberty of the children of God; and 
therefore we our felves {hould much more defire it, 
and pant afterthat time, we fhould cry out with Da- 
vid, though with patience, When fhall I appear before 
God, the living God ? 
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Christians fhould live and dye as becomes heirs of 
fuch a glorious estate. 


gN Econdly, learn, if there be fuch a glorious re- 
S ward, to live and dye as becomes tuch glori- 
J ous heirs: thisisthe Exhortation of the ho- 
ly Ghoft unto us by St. Paul, in his Epiftle unto the 
Theffalonians, As you-know how we exhorted, and 
comforted, and charged every one of youthat ye would 
walk worthy of God that hath called you unto his king- 
dom and glory: here is an exhortation, and in the 
name of God a charge upon every foul thar does 
expect to have the portion of it in thefe great things , 
that 
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that they would walk worthy of God, who hath called Cap.5 6. 


them unto his kingdom and glory - it is a great charge 
to walk worthy of God, butto walk worthy of God 
who hath called us to his kingdom and glory, this is 
great, but the life of a Chriftian muft be thus. Now 
confider;what life have I 2 Is my life fuch as may be 
faid to be worthy of God, and that God that hath 
called me unto his kingdom and glory? Surely great 
things muft be in the lives of Gods people: people 
talk much of ftrictnefs,and precifenefs,that they may 
be too precife ; what do you think mutt this life be 
that muft be worthy of God who hath called us to 
his kingdom and glory ? 

It muft not bea dead-hearted life, goon with a 
holy and heavenly chearfulnefs and courage inGods 
ways : It becomes the children of the Bride-cham- 
ber to be joyful: fee that in any cafe you rejoyce be- 
fore the Lord ; comfort your felves and one another 
by thefe fayings. We belye the truth of God, if we 
do not walk joyfully:Rejoyce in this, that your names 
are written inthe Book of life, fays Chrift, they re- 
joyced that the Devils fell down before them: If 
there were any thing in the world to be rejoyced in, 
one would think they might rejoyce in that, but 
Chrift would not have them rejoyce in that, in com- 
parifon of this.Cefar when he was fad,he faid to him- 
felf, Think thou art Caefar, that that might take away 
his fadnefs , and fo fay Ito a Chriftian, Think of your 
Crown and glory, let your lives be {uch as may make 
it appear you have your portioninthefe things. I 
may fay to fome, as Fonadab faid to Amnon, Why art 
thou lean from day to day, being the Kings Son? So 
may I fay to every childe of God, Why is thy heart 
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the ways of God, being the King of Heavens Son? 
Poffibilities of heaven is enough to take away the 
fting of afflictions, but having comfortable hope 
of thefe things, this fhould take away even the fenfe 
of them, at leaft, fo far ag that they be no way 
difturbing to us, Seneca fays, That vertue does not 
confider what it fuffers, but ‘whither it tends. It be- 
feems them well enough, but not you, it befeems 
Swine to follow the trough, butnot the heirs of a 
Kingdom. Plutarch tells of Themiftocles, that he 
accounted it not toftand with his ftate to ftoop down 
to take up the fpoyls the enemy had fcattered in 
flight, but fays to one of his followers, Yos may, for 
you are not Themistocles. Thus may itbe faid to 
worldly fpirits, You may be greedy of thefe things, 
for here is your portion, your names are written in 
the earth, you are not the heirs of the kingdom, 
Secondly, walk above the world, above all things’ 
that are here below, take heed of enfnarling your 
hearts,& of too much mixing your felves with them. 
There is a generation whofe names ate written in the 
earth, Ier. 17.13. and it befeems them to look af- 
ter the things of the earth, becaufe their portion is 
there, it is their All: but Gods people have their 
names written é# heaven, and therefore they fhould 
not regard the things belowas they do. Whofoever 
was free of the city of Rome, might not accept of 
any other freedom in any other city, they counted: 
it a difhonor to the freedom of Rome, to take frec- 
dom any where elfe: So thofe that are free of the 
kingdom of Heaven, fhould not feek to be free 
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condition here, and take heed they do not entangle 
themfelves too much in the things below. 

Befides, thofe that have hopes of Heaven, they 
fhould labor to have their lives like to Heaven: It is 
that we pray for, that the will of God may be done in 
carth as it 1s done in heaven : How is it done in hea- 
ven ? The Saints and Angels there do it fervently, 
univerfally, readily, constantly, and therefore the 
Angels are called by the name of Seraphims , it 
notes burning, becaufe they burn with zeal for God , 
labor to conform your life to the life of Hea- 
ven. 

Again, labor to be much trading for heaven in this 
world, let there be much intercourfe between you. 
and Heaven, let your conver{ation be in heaven, 
Phil. 3. 20. If a man intend to live in another 
Countrey,he will have inuch traffique in that Coun- 
trey before he goes; and if we believe we fhall come 
to Heaven, let there be much trading that way. 
Our converfations fhould be fo in Heaven, as all the 
mercies we enjoy 4ere fhould raife our hearts to hea- 
ven. We read Exod.25.that upon the Table of Shew- 
bread there was fet a crown of gold. In thofe provi- 
fions that we have here for fouls and bodies, our 
hearts muft be raifed to that Crown of glory’ re- 
ferved for us; for the Shew-bread {et before the 
Lord was to fignifie Gods provifion for #s, and the 
dedication of ovr bread of all our provifion to. 
God. 

Again, let us labor to encreafe heaven in our hearts, 
and to bring as much of heaven into them as poffi- 
bly we can. a ah . i 

And keep your felves ima continual readinefs 

when- 
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Cap.56: | whenfoever God fhall call you to fuch a glorious 


recompence of reward asthisis. Itisfaid of Daniel, 
though he was in Babylon, he opened his windows | 
towards ferwfalem, he kept his heart in a readinefs | 


togo: So you fhould do, keep your hearts in a hea- | 
venly frame ready for heaven, waiting upon the 


È : : | 
Bridegroom with your lamps burning, that when 


he comes you may open immediately to him. There 
is a difference between a wife that hath been faith- 


ful to her husband, and waits for his coming home, | 


4and another that hath been unfaithful to her huf- 


band, and hath other lovers in the houfe when her 
husband knocks ; if her husband knocks, fhe doth 
not go immediately, but there is fhuffling up and 


down, and fhe delays the time, till fhe have got the | 


other outof the houfe; but a faithful wife, fhe im- 
mediately opens ; itis true, though the wife be not 
unfaithful, yet if the houfe be not handfom, and 
things be not prepared , fhe is loth to open: So 
Chriftians they have been dallying with their Iufts, 
and their hearts are out of frame, and they are loth 
to open to Chrift, but we fhould keep our hearts in 
fuch a readinefs, as immediately to open to Chrift, 
and to be willing to dye. 

And when we dye, to dyeas heirs of fuch things, 
not to refpect things below, houfe or lands, or any 
thing here. We read of Pope Adrian, when he was 
todye, he laments his condition, becaufe he was 
to leave all his delights and pompous vanities, and 
cryesout, O my foul, whither goeft thou? thou fhalt 
never be merry more; he was loth to leave thefe 
things, becaufe he did not know whither he went ; 
but a foul that knows what inheritance it fhall have 

hereafter, 
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hereafter, itis not loth to go hence: Many are loth |CaP-56- 


to dye, becaufe they have treafures in the world, 


as thofe ten men faid, in Ifa. 41.8. Slay us not, for| m. 


we have treafures in the field, of wheat, and of barley, 
andof oyl; but a godly man is willing to dye, be- 
caufe he hath treafures in Heaven. Keep open the 
eye of faith, exercife faith to fee God that is now 
fending for his childe home : And look upon Chrift 
as having that prayer granted ,. Father, I will that 
` t thofe whom thou haft given me be where I am: by 
faith you fhall fee Heaven opened , and the crown 
prepared, and fee God inhis glory, that you may 
exprefs chearfulnefs of heart in going to take pof- 
feffion of that glorious recompence of reward ; be- 
hold the Angels of God coming to take you up into 


Heaven. It wasan expreffion of the honor of one |. 


Hugh Bifbop of Lincolz , that King John and his 
Nobles would carry him tothe grave; more honor 
fhall the Saints have, for God to fend his _dngels 
to convey them to that place of glory. 

And further, let you fpirits work mightily after 
Heaven; now when they draw near to it, as the 
nearer any thing is to the center, the more ftrongly 
and fwiftly it moves; As a ftone that falls down 
from a high place , it moves more {wiftly when 
itis nearer the ground, then when it was higher 
` {foar death, the foul is nearer its center, grace is 
changing to glory, and when grace and glory is to 
meet, there muft need be a mighty working of 
heart, and mighty fhouts: As it is reported of the 
Duke of Bulloin and his company, when they went 
to Ferufalem, as foon as his company faw the high 
Turrets, they.gave a:mighty fhout , that the earth 
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Cap. 56+] rang sand fo when the foul fees the turrets of this hea- 


venly ferufalem, and when you fee your {elves ready 
to. goand poflefs it, what mighty workings and fhout- 

ings of your heart will there be ¢ 
And when you are to dye, {peak well of God, and 
of the ways of godlinefs to all that are about you. 
Chriftians fhould now labor fo to live, as there may 
appear amighty difference between their deaths, and 
the death of others ; whereas ordinarily fuch is the 
vanity and droffinefs of the hearts of Chriftians in 
their lives, as when they come to dye, they are fo 
heavy and fad, as if no fuch things were prepared 
for them. In 2 Pet.1.11. the Apoftle having exhort- 
ed them before to adde one grace to another, and to 
give all diligence to make their calling and election 
fore, fays he, So an entrance fhall be miniftred unto 
you abundantly, into the everlafting kingdom of our 
Lord and Savior Fefus Chrift : Chriftians fhould la- 
bor {o to live, as when they come to dye, they may 
not onely have a» entrance into the everlafting King- 
dom of our Lord adminiftred unto them, but that 
they may have an entrance adminiftred unto them 
abundantly : Many make fhift to get to heaven, but 
they have not an entrance adminiftred abundantly. 
Asa Ship may make fhift to get into harbor, but 
with the Anchors loft, and Cables rent, and Sayls 
torn, andthe Mafts broke -another Ship comes ia 
with the Sayls up, and the Flags up, and Trumpets 
founding, and comes bravely into Haven ; fo much 
difference is fometime between true Chriftians ; 
fome through carelefnefs , and unbelief, and fad- 
nels, and fullennefs of Spirit, although they make 
fhift with much ado to getinto Heaven, yet - as 
their 


—<=_=-— = > — ——_ — 


Moses his Choice. 


E 


their anchor of hope was even gone, and they had |Cap.56. 


little or no comfort at all ; but thofe that have added 
one vertue to another and have been diligent to 
make their calling and election fure, they come to 
Heaven with much glory and joy, and that fhould 
be our care {o to live in adding one grace to another, 
that when we dye our deaths may be glorious, 

Yet further, from the confideration of this glo- 
ry revealed,which God hath prepared for his Saints, 
we are to draw this meditation, If Heaven be fo glo- 
rious, then we had need fill up the comfort of our 
lives by doing and getting as much good as we can 
while we live here, that we may as much as poffibly 
we canrecompence that which we fuffer in the Ray- 
ing from the poffeffion of fuch glorious things re- 
ferved forus; when we hear of fuch things as thefe 
are; we-cannot but think in our felves, it were better 
‘for us many ways to be in Heaven, this. life is but a 
bondage to us while we are abfent from fuch things, 
and therefore we had need have fomething to re- 
compence this bondage; we had need do much 
good, and get much good, while we live, to pay 
the charges of our lives; what atedious thing is it to 
us to live fo much to fenfe as we mutt neceffarily do 
here, when we are heirs of fuch glorious things ¢ 


if we do not do much good,and get much good here, . 


what have we to fweeten and recompence this tedi- 
oufnefs ? If a man be from home, and by his ab- 
fence fuffers.much lofs of what he might have had 
at heme, he isthe more diligent and careful in his 
journey to get fomething that may recompence 
this lofs ; fo itfhould be with us: It cofts us dear 
(as I may fo fpeak) to livein the world, for it cofts 
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Cap. 57-'us the forbearance of fuch glorious things, if we 
fill not up our lives with fervice for God, what have 
we to pay our charges to countervail this that our 
lives here coft us ¢ 
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The great things of eternity to be much fought 
after. 


now to fet your hearts to feek after thefe 

great and bleffed things of eternal life that 

have been opened : O that now the hearts of people 
that have been wandring after other things might be 
broughtin, and fet upon eternal life and Heaven: 
Let every foul reafon with itfelf: Are there indeed 
fuch things to be had¢ hath God fuch intentions to 
communicate himfelf thus to mankinde? And am 
I the manor woman that fhall lofe allthis? that 
fhall never be partaker of this? O wounto me that 
ever I was born! In Leke 16.16. The Law and the 
Prophets, {ays Chrift, were till Fohn, but fince that 
time the kingdom of God {uffereth violence: The 
Law and the Prophets did but darkly reveal the 
| things of the Kingdom of God, but St. ohm he 
did more clearly reveal the things of that Kingdom, 
and fince that time the kingdom of heaven fuffereth 
violence: O that it might be faid concerning any 
man or woman that have heard this argument open- 
ed; fincethat time that the recompence of reward 
was opened, the kingdom of heaven hath fuffered 


violence : 


a T= laft Ufeis an Ufeof Exhortation to all, 


Moses his Choice. 


violence: Surely there is ftrength enough in that | Cap. 57. 
which hath been faid to draw forth the heart with ee 
violence after it. I remember Plutarch reports in let ad cla- 


the life of Camillus of the Gauls, that after they had 
once atafteof the {weet wine of the grapes that 
grew in Italy, they inquired in what Countrey fuch 
{weet wine was, and after they underftood where 


the grape of that wine grew, they would never be [guft.tib. 
at reft till they got to that Countrey where fuch |$ Civit 
{weet and pleafant things grew. I have endeavored |?" 


in the opening of this point, to bring unto you fome 
of the Clufters of Canaan, and fome of that wine 
which is to be drunk in the Kingdom of Heaven; 
now if you account it to be {weet and good, let not 
your hearts be at reft till you come at that Countrey, 
till you come to enjoy the fweet and good of that 
Countrey. ) 

Itis reported of one  Adrianws, who feeing the 
Martyrs fuffer fuch grievous things in the caufe of 
Chrift, he asked what was that which caufed them 
to fuffer fuch things ; and one of them named that 
Text, Eye hath not feen, nor ear hath not heard, nei- 
ther hath it entred into the heart of man toconceive 
what is laid up for thofe that love God,and the naming 
of that Text converted him, and had fuch an effect 
as made him to profefs Religion, and fo to profefs 
it, astobea Martyr forit: Youhave not onely one 
Textnamed, but maay have been ufed about this 
argument, let not allbe in vain. We read in Mark 
10.17. of ayong man that came running, and kneeled 
before Chrift, and asked him, Good Mafter, what 
fali I do that I may inherit eternal life? O that 
God would move the hearts now of fome yong =, 

that 


rifsimim 
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Plotinus. 
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that hearing what eternal life means, they may now 


) of in Fer. 45. ult, Seekeft thou great things for thy 
| felfe Seek them not, for I will bring evil uponall 
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come running to get part in it, that that activity and 
vigor of their youth may be exercifed and fpenta- 
bout this, What may I do that I likewife may be par- 
taker of eternal life; and of thefe glorious and bleffed 
truths that ave here revealed ? You that are in a 
poor condition in the world, ‘that have little here, 
here are great things for your hearts to make after, 
here are glorious things that are as obvious for you 
ac for the greateft in.the world; you cannot expeét to 
have great matters in the earth, but here you may ex- 
pect to have great matters. You that are old likewife, 
though you have not been acquainted with the ex- 
celfency of the Kingdoin’of God, now. blefs God | 
that you may yet further know more concerning it. 
If aman come to know more of.an inheritance that 
didbefalhim, orof any outward gain then before, | 
he ‘is glad that he lived to that time; fo blefs God 
that you may know yet morë concerning eternal life 
before this life be atanend. What is it that your 
hearts are fet upon’ There are none but their hearts 
are fet upon fome good that they apprehend to be 
good; Now what is that good’? Certainly thefe is 
an eminency of all good contairied‘in this. 
It was a charge of God unto Baruch, that we read 


flefb, and that which I have planted T will pluck up : 
The argument runs thus, Seeke/? thon creat things for 
thy felf in any outward matter ¢ do not [eek them, for 


Tam about to bring evil upon my people, ‘the 


time of publique calamity is coming; and doeft thou 
{eek greag things for thy {elf ¢ But when we ‘are 
about 
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about this argument, the glory of the Kingdom of | CaP. 57- 
God, Doeft thou feek great things for thy felf? We] - 
caot fay , Seek them not : God would have his 

people {eek glorious things for themfelves feck them 

to the utmoft that poffibly you can: So follow thefe 

chia as not to be fatisfied with any thing under 

thefe. 

God would have his fervants to be of fuch {pirits, |Gods pco- 
as though content with the leaft mercies they do en- Plae ™ 
joy, toacknowledge themfelves unworthy of them, |withno 
yet not to be fatisfied with the greaceft things in the any 
world for their portion. What, will a reprobates [fyer por- 
portion ferve you ¢ Certainly,the glory of the world, frio. 
if you had it all,it were but the portion of a reprobate. 

What, will a Dogs portion fatisfie your All the 
things of the world are but. Dogs meat, fo the 
Apoftle calls them in PAil.3. Laccount all things in 
the world as drofs and dung, or dogs meat, and will |.ycoaw, 
this {atisfie you? Is there nothing elfe for you to feck 
after ¢ Firft (eek the Kingdom of God (ays Chrift) 
and the righteoufnefs of it, let that be your firf en- 
deavor: Strive to enter into the ftrait gate, though 
it be never fo ftrait, yet ifit be the way unto life, and 
unto thefe things, ftrive to enter: We have not 
{poken more then thatis real. It is a faying of one, / 
Neither Chrif , nor Heaven can be hyperbolized, fos ag 
that is, there cannot be more faid of the excellency |(etum pa- 
of Chrift,and of Heaven, then it isinits felf, and ftir b- 
therefore do not think any thing that hath been |?” 
fpoken is an hyperbole, but a real expreflion of fome 
ne glimpfe of the glory of the recompence of re- 
wara, 

It may be fome of your hearts when you hear 

Xy much 
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Cap.57-| much of the wrath of God againft, fia, and the} 
| dreadfulnefs of Gods difpleafure, your hearts are} 
| ready to.rife, and belk, and thefe are. hard things, and 
hard fayings, and who.can bear them.? but.now-you 
have not heard fo much,concerning thats: but you 
have heard of the goodnefs. of God, and, of the 
glory of God,and of the riches of the grace of God, | _ 
{iand of the:wonderful. thoughts that God hash for | 

the, everlafting..good of mankinde , how, do your 

hearts work now ? Shall your hearts ftir when you 
hear Gods wrath, and when you hear of Gods grace 
fhallnot your hearts ftir then,¢ TE-God:does intend | 
‘good to.any foul, he wiil cawfe that foulto,fee into | 
the reality and excellency of thefe things, and that | 
all things. fhould be neglected (in comparifon) in 


a 


feeking after thek. 


| Confider that.God hathigiven, unto-younatures 
capable of thefe. glorious things; God might have | 
made you worms or bruit beafts and there would have 
been an end of you prefently, you had not been any. 
‘way capable of thefe things ; but God. hath made 
ou of fuch a nature, fuch creatures,as ye are.capable 
of the higheft excellency that ever any creature that 
\ God made was capable of, and therefore being of 
fuch a nature, of {uch a large extent, it concerns you 
| to-feck after thofe..things which might fillic; they 
are not little things that can fill large capacitiesnow 
‘mans nature an immortal foul, is of alarge capacity s 
and when the time fhall come that God fhall dif- 
‘cover toany foul whatit was capableof; how in- 
‘finitely, will it be confounded in it felf,, when ic fhall 
know what poor things it fought after and minded ¢ 
Men live here in. the world as. though they. were 


capable | 
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capable of no other happinefs but ‘meat, and drink; 
-and clothes, and fuch kinde of things, as if there 
were no higher things that concerned Cae of 
men. Heathens-were mighty inquifitive what fhould 
be the true happinefs of man, they did think furely 
man was made for higher things then thofe that are 
here, and there were mighty difputes about it what 
it fhould be, there were fourfcore Opinions that were 
amongft them about the haxpinefs of man; they did 
but beat the bulh, God hati given us Chriftians the 
bird, and we have the Gofpel that reveals glory;and 
immortality, and happinefs unto us. : 
The Heathens would have counted it a great good 
to have known wherein thé true happine(s of man did 
confift : And thofe who had moft wifdom did come 
near that wherein we feek happinefs, and yet wavered 
in their thoughts, but we are affured of it, we 
have God himfelf revealing- from Heaven, where- 
in our trué and utmoft high good Confifts, and 
therefore if we fhould not feek after that happi- 
nefs which God tells us is happinefs , but fhould 
follow-our own'ways ftill; how. juft will our con- 
demnation: bee: We oF sdri a demas bey SE a 
"Again, thiis not the time that God will commu- 


nicate much of himfelf in and therefore we muft | 


look beyond this life. -Teisa witty elegant fpeech 


Bernard bath; God refervéshis new and Velt wine in | 


til afterward: Amongtt the Latins they call-profpe- 
rous things fecond things, becaufe they dre to be had 
hereafter they are not the firft things So true profpe- 


rity is not to be expected'hérdin the firt'way'ot Gods | 
commminitation Of hisiflf to thé creatate; bur inthe 


vl yy pet- Ostler e rg n an 210 “4 A i ! 
feront why ae thie Nife thar is iotóme: If a man have 
D id good 
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‘| good wine, he referves it till the laft; fo God re- 
ferves the riches of his grace, and the treafures of 
his goodnefs, his beft wine, till they thall come and 


drink with him in his own prefence before him con- 


tinually. | ' awe 

And know further,that Chrift hath wrought hard: 
to provide happinefs for mankinde; and fhall we 
neglect ite In his working for the glory of man- 
| kinde, and this happinefs of the children of men, he 
feat at it, andfo fweat, as clods of blood trickled 
down his flefbin the garden, though it were in the 
winter time, and a cold night, ard he lay upon the 
ground, and fhall it now be neglected by us? You 
that have neglected) this all this while, who might 


juftly have had your reward amongft thofe creatures | 


that are caft out from the prefence of God:yet know 


there is a poffibility for that tongue of thine that. 


hath been guilty of fo many blafphemies, to be fing- 
ing Allelujahs tothe Lord, and tothe Lamb that fits 
apon the throne for ever. Who knows but that body. 
of thine that hath been fo intemperate,and but a fink. 
of filthy lufts, may be made glorious like the body 


of Chrift? and what is it that God requires of yom 


for all this? Nothing but onely to work his own 
work in you, and it isnot a difhonorable work, but 
a glorious work, that inwhich there-is more excel- 


lency then in any thing:in the world : were it that. 
there were no reward of godlinefs,.the very excellen- 
cy of godlinefs z felf, hath more.in. it then the. 


whole world: but take godlinefs with that excellen- 
cy which it. hath in its own nature, and take it with 


its glorious end, and who would not come inte this.) 
way 2? Many men care not what baf thing they do, | 


{o 
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fo they may be a little regarded, but now to have ,Cap.57. 


the higheft reward that ever God will communicate 
to any creature, and that for doing thofe things 
which are the higheft honor for the prefent, this 
would encourage any living to come into this way. 

Alexander inviting many to a {upper, he provided 
a Crown of a hundred and eighty pound to be given 
to thofe that did drink moft, andin that he did like 
a Heathen ; but though it was fuch a bafe work, and 
fo dangerous to themfelves, yet there was one and 
forty that killed themfelves with drinking to get 
that Crown: Thus we may fee the bafenefs of mens 
hearts, that to get alittle honor in the world, will 
not onely do fomewhat that is bafe, but the bafeft 
things of all, and thatalthough they be dangerous 
too. What fhame and confufion will this be, chat 
any fhould do more for the things of the world, yea 
more for a luft, then we fhall do for Heaven 2 How 
fhall we ever think to get Heaven, when this may be 
faid, You do not [o much for Heaven and Glory as many 
will do for their lufts, for their filthy fins. I have 
read of the Panther, that it does love the dung of 
man fo much, as if it be hanged a height from it, it 
will skip and leap up,and never leave till it have burft 
it felf in pieces for to getit, and that is the way they 
get that creature: we may apply it to the filthy bafe 
lufts of mens hearts which are like dung, & yet fo are 
many men fet upon them,that they wil venture all for 
them,and labor after them, though they burft them- 
felves,and damn themfelves eternally fn them:what 
an infinite fhame is this that men fhould be content to 
labor, and fuffer fo much for their lufts, and that we 
fhould do no more for glory ¢ If men do fo much 
Yy3 for 
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Cap-57-| for the things of the world, why fhould we be 


backward in doing for Heaven? How will men en- 
dure the cutting off the members, and much pain | 
for health and life, and yet for this reward, and 
this inheritance, how little is done in the world ¢ 
Sorun, fays the Apoftle, that you may obtain, not 
a corruptible , but an incorruptible crown: Thofe 
that run arace fora corruptible crown will be tem- 
perate, and deny themfelves in their diet, Bat we, 
fays the Apoftle, /trive for an-incorruptible crowa ; 
therefore let all our ways be fuch as it may appear to 
all the world that we are ftriving for an incorrupti- 
ble crown, and that God hath fhewn us glory and 
falvation to draw our hearts more then any thing in 


| the world; and ffvive, for now by ftriving you may 


come to the reward, but if you ftay buta while, 
you muft be eternally recciving the reward of fin, |. 
thenthough you would doa thoufand times more, 

God will not care forit, if then you fhould fay, 
Now Lord Iwill feek thy face, and do any thing thou 
wilt have me tode, God will not then regard it. As 
one Lamachus a Commander faid to one of his Sol- 


‘diers that was brought before him for a misbe- 


havior, who pleaded, He would do fo no more, {ays}. 


Non licct | he, No man mult offend twicein war: So God will 


not fuffer men twice to neglect the day of grace, 
if it be neglected once, it is- neglected for ever, if 
you lofe this.reward here, you lofe it eternally, and 
therefore now lock about you to attain this here, 


that you may not cry out inthe anguifh of your fpi- 


rits hereafter, That God, and Chrift, and Heaven are 


Cuar., 
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How the Recompence of Reward -may be at- 
tained. 


this glorious recompence of reward ? 

I anfwer, Are your hearts ferious in asking 
this queftion? Do your fouls ask this queftion in- 
deed in the earneftnefs of them? as they did, wen 
and brethren, what fhall we do to be faved ? fo asto 
be willing to yield to whatfoever God fhall reveal : 
If you have fuch a refolution , know this comes 
from Heaven, and if it be followed to purpofe, it 


Be what is tobe done that we may attain to 


will bring you to Heaven: But for direction, if you | 


would make your felves partakers of this reward, 
Firft, confider the infinite diftance that is between 
you and Heaven naturally. That blefled Martyr 
Mr. Hooper, though he was a gracious man, yet he 
cryed out, Lord, thou art Heaven, andl am hell, 
If he cryed outfo, how much more may many of 
you, whofe confciences may accufe you, Lord, thou 
art heaven, but I am one notonely that deferve hell, 
but that am hell it felf ? What ever wickednefs is 
in hell, is inevery mans heart naturally; when as 
any are caft into hell, certainly hell puts no new fin 
into them, there is but the venting of that fin which 
was there before, and all the wickednefs of mens 
hearts that was reftrained, is now let open: Now 
look what infinite diftance is between hell, and all 
this glory, and the glorious thoughts of God for 
the falvation of-a poor creature, the fame difference 
is between this glory and that conditiona man is 
yA in 
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in naturally : O labor to fee this, and be convinced 
ofthis, and work this upon your hearts, whatis that 
reward that you do deferve, make your hearts truly 
fenfible of that. 

Secondly, it concerns us much, if we would not 
mifcarry here, to acquaint our felves with the myfte- 
ry of the Covenant of Grace, for it is upon that 
your eternal eftate depends more then any thing 
cle; onely in the Covenant of Grace is revealed 
the counfels of God concerning bringing mankinde 
to eternal happinefs, and how he will bring about 
this glory „ and without fome knowledge of the 
Covenant of Life and Grace in Chrift, all that 
can bedone inthe world, cannever bring any foul 
to Heaven; and that foul is.ina very good forward- 
nefs to eternallife, that is acquainted with the Cove- 
pant of Grace, 

Thirdly, confider what is the [pecial fin that your 
heart is naturally moft inclined unto, and you finde 
the corruption of your hearts vent it felf moft in, 
and look to that, take heed that be not your bane 
in the conclufion, let there be a:xrenouncing of that, 
or elfe all is tono purpofe, all your ferving of God 
isnothing. St. Paul when he {poke concerning his. 
running the race, and attaining an incorruptible 
crown, fays, I therefore fo run, not as uncertainly, 
and fo fight I, as. not one that beateth the air, as ib 
he fhould fay, I hope my labors and endeavors af- 
ter Heaven and this incorruptible Crown fhall not 
be in vain,as one that beateth theair: How fo? be- 
caufel keep under my body and bring it into [ubj ection, 
left that by any.means when I have preached to others, 
my felf fhould becaft away, He was afraid of that 


body 
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body of his; wherein corruption did ftir, and his |Cap-58. 
giving way to fome bodily flefhly content that he 
found ftirring in hih fhould difappoint him, and 
therefore fays he, I ‘keep down my body, in the Ori- peorelo 
ginal it is, beat my body black and blew,I club it down: 
his confcience was convinced of Gods ways, but 
he felt the flefh and body of Aes working in {ome fin- 
ful way, and his confcience began fo farto reflect 
upon himfelf, as to think if I do not look to this bo- 
dy of mine, 7 fhall lofe this incorruptible crown, and 
I thall but beat the ayr,.therefore fays he, I keep un- 
der my body, What {hall St. Paul, fuch a glorious 
Apoftle, {o filled with the grace of God as he was, 
have fuch thoughts,.for fear he fhould labor after 
Heaven and the incorruptible crown, as one that 
beateth the ayr ; what fhall become of a company of 
wretched creatures, that do nothing but fatisfie the 
flefh,& minde nothing but to give full {atisfaction to 
the defires of the flefh every way, their thoughts are 
after nothing elfe but to make provifion for the flefh.. 
TF you will not labor after heaven as one that beats 
the ayr, beat down your bodies ; if you do not beat 
down your bodies, there is little hope of the fal- 
` | vation of your fouls: itwas St. Pauls care, letit be 
yours. 
Again further, if you would have this recompence.| 4- 

of reward, labor to un{narl your felves from the.crea- 
ture, labor to get your hearts. loofe and untangled 
from whatfoever isin the world, from all earthly 
engagements. It is a fpeech that I have read of one 
Demades, whenthe Emperor fent to his Countrey- 
men of Athens, togive him Divine honor, and 
they were loth to yield unto it, but confulted about 

it, 
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it fays he, Take heed yoube not fo bufie about hes- 
-wenly matters, ab to loft your earthly poffefsions , that 
indeed is the voyce of a carnal heart, Let not me 
look after the highconceits of heavenly matters as 
tolofe my earthly poffeffions: but rather turn it the 
other way, Take heed you be not [0 bufie about earthly 
matters, as to lofe your heavenly polfeffions. 

I have read of  4ntipater.King of Macedonia, 
that when one prefented him a Book treating of hap- 
pinefs, his anfwer was e seaclo, Ihave no leifure 
you have been prefented with Sermons, and now 
with a Book treating of heavens happinefs, take heed 
that no earthly entanglements fotake your heart, 
that you fhould put off all with fuch a thought, J 
muft minde and fallow my occafions ; let no other 
things take up your heads or hearts, that you fhould 
have no liberty to your fpirits to feck after thefe glo- 
rious things, or at leaftnot foto feek after themas 
becomes things of {fucha high and glorious nature 
as thefe are. 

The Apoftle in 1 Tim. 6. 19. fays, They that will 
be rich, fallinto atemptation, anda fnare, and into| 
many foolifh and hurtful lufts, which drown men in 
deftruction and perdition : they that fet their hearts 
upon the creature, they muft havefo muchof the 
creature, they drown themfelves inthe creature. As 
a man when he is drowning, he catcheth hold of any 
thing that is next him, and by faftening upon that 
which is next him, he lofes faftening upon that which 
might fave his life: Sothofethat have their hearts | 
engaged to the creature, and refolve they muft have 
fo much of the creature, they are drowning in per- | 

dition, and they catch hold upon that whichis = 
them 
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them,fome prefent content and pleafure,;and though |Cap.58. 


fomething be caft to deliver them, they let that go : 
Wein the Gofpel caft forth a line to you to help you 
from drowning, (for every man naturally is finking 
in perdition) but becaufe your hearts are {et upon the 
creature, and engaged there, you falling down to 
the ground, catch hold upon that which zs next yon, 


{fome contentment inthe creature, and that drowns 


you in perdition, and all our preaching is not avail- 
able to {uch a foul that hath faftened it felf upon any 
creature contentment here,you take not hold on our 
line that we throw out-to you, and fo you drown 
in eternal perdition, take heed therefore of all crea- 
ture earthly engagements. 

Again, if youwill obtain this recompence of re- 
ward, follow that Scripture, and make much ufe of 
it, in Pfalm. 73.24. Guide me with thy counfel, and 
afterward receive me to glory: Would you be 


brought to glory? Be willing to be guided by the 


counfels of God : What do you think in your con- 
{ciences are the counfels of God concerning you? 


Take heed it be not faid of you, as-it was of the: 


Pharifees , They rejected the counfels of God : Nc- 
ver talk of hoping and trufting in Gods mercy, if 


you neglect the counfels of God revealed in his. 


word: thofe counfels of his which were in his heart 
from all eternity, that fhould be the way of bring- 
ing men tohappinefs. Irvis all one withthat of the 
Pfalmift, in Pfalm. 17.15. AS for me, I willbe- 
hold thy face in righteou(nefs, I [hall be fatisfied when 
1 awake with thy likene/s ; asif he fhould fay, I look 
to receive fatisfaction trom the likenefs of God, by 
beholding his face in righteoufnefs. Now I appeal 
+2 [TO 
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Cap.58. | to thee, Canft thou behold the face of -God in righte- 
oufnefs? Are they-fuchrighteous ways as thou walk- 
eft in, as thou canft look upon his face, and behold 
him with comfort ¢ this is the way to come tothis 
recompence of reward, for {o the Scripture fays, God. | 
hath called us to glory and vertue; if you would come 
to glory, goon in the way of vertue. 

6. Laftly, be willing to endure any difficulty, any, 
hardthip inthe world; The ftone will fall down to 
come to its own place, though it breaks it felf in 
pieces : fo we, that we may get to cur center which is 
upward, though it be to break our fouls in pieces, 
that fhould fufficeus. Iris faidof Cyrus, one day 
he fet his Soldiers to hew wood, and to do hard | 
work; the next day he feafted them, with a great 
deal of delight and pleafure, then he asked them, 

s {which day they had rather have? they faid , the 
latter: he fays to them, If you would always have 
fuch days, you muft be willing for awhile to ftrive 
with your enemies, and then you fhall have the {poil, 
and Always have fuch merry days ; and this he did to 
put heart into them. Shall eating, and drinking, and 
alittle pleafure here, put heart into men to {uffer 
hardfhips, to endure difficulties ? How much more 
fhould the obtaining of this glorious recompence of 
reward, put heart into usto.endure any diffculty ? 
We read of the Devil, he came to Chrift, and thew- 
ed him al the glory of the world, and faid, Fall down 
and worfhip me and allthis will I give thee : but here 
is another maner of invitation to worfhip God, God 
fays to every man and woman, Fall down and wor-} 

™ hip me, and all the glory of heaven will I give thee : 
"=~ |k was but the glory of the world that the Devil 
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eT 
fhewed, and he could not give it him it was but |Cap.58. 


the Devil that offered it, and it was by worfhiping 
of the Deviltogetit; burit is the God of glory 
that hath all glory at his difpofe, ‘that calls to you 
this day to worfhip him, thatis fo infinitely worthy 
of all worfhip; fall down and worfhip me, and not 
onely the glory of this world, but the glory of hea- 
ven, and of an incorruptible crown, will I give 
unto yo, Iwill make it fure to you. God does out- 
bid all the world : when fiz.and temptation comes to 
offerany thing to you,know thatGod out-bids them, 
they cannot give that which will reachthis. If a 
chapman come and bids for a commodity, and an- 
other man comes and out-bids him, he carries it a- 
way : Hath any temptation come to draw away your 
hearts from God? God comes and out-bids all tem- 


ptations inthe world; to that end-you may come and 


fall down and worfhip the Lord.O donot ftick.in the 
drofs and mire of your filthinefs ftill.Phave met with 
a Text in 1 Chron. 4.23. which one interprets to be 
meant of the bafenefs of people, that regard bafe 
things, rather then joyning in Church-communion 
withGods people,God {peaks of them in away of dif- 
grace, Thefe were the potters, cr thofe that dwelt,&c. 


When the people of God fhould return to Jersfalem,, 


they would ftill dwell with the King of Babylow, and 
live among ft their pots, fo they might have mainte- 


nance,rather then return to Jer#/falem,where the true | 


worfhip of God was,their own country,and a type of 
heaven,thefe are thofe bafe fpirits:It may be applyed 
ito many,if they live in places where they may. follow 
their callings, make pots fo as to get a livelihood for 
themíelves and their families,rather then they would 
venture 
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Cap.53. | veriture any thing'to joyn with the people of God, 


they would itay there. But how much more bafe is 


it,for people ftill to ftick in the mire and drofs,rather 


` 


then to feek after thefe glorious things ¢ 
Wherefore for conclufion of the Exhortation as 


| St. Fohn preached, and fo Chrift himfelf , Repent, 


repent, the Kingdom of Heaven ts at hand: Sofay 
I, Repent, repent, break off fin, reform , for the 
kingdom of heaven; not onely the kingdom of. the 
Gofpel, and of grace, but the kingdom of glory is at 
hand. And therefore what remains, but as we read 
in Rom. &. 18. the Apoftle {peaking of the glory of | 
heaven, fays, There is glory to be revealed inus, We 
have had in the opening of this Point, the glory of 
heaven revealed to us; the Lord grant that the glory 
of heaven may be revealed in uss And thus we have 
finifhed the Application of the glorious recompence . 
ofthe reward of Gods people; the great argument 
that encouraged, that ftrengthned; that confirmed 
Mofes in this his blefled:choice.. 4. ent 
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